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GAZETTE  SELECTIONS, 


Thursday,  i'^  Jitne. 

Messrs.  Otls  and  Galhfm.—Mx.  Otis,  it  feems, 
has  found  out,  that  Mr.  Gallatin  has  talents,  if 
he  has  not  *'  a  fecond  fhirt  to  his  hack."  Perhaps 
Mr.  Gallatin  may  have  made  the  difcovery  which 
others  have  made,  that  Mr,  Otis  has  more  than  a  fe- 
cond fhirt  to  his  back,  and  ruffled  ones  too  ;  and  that 
he  has  a  comfortable  fliare  of  le«;al  affurancc,  which 
fometimes  paffes  for  abilities.  As  the  eaftern  dele- 
gate has  had  his  heart  foflened,  and  has  condefcend- 
ed  to  compliment  Mr.  Gallatin  upon  his  fpeech, 
what  a  pity  the  Pennlylvania  delegate  could  not  for 
a  moment  forget  his  dignity  and  candour,  and  not 
only  compliment  Mr.  Otis  upon  his  Bofton  town- 
meeting  fpeech,  but  upon  his  faculty  of  ftringing 
words  as  Yankees  frring  onions  !  !  ! 

Remarks  on  the  above, — It  is  not  ftrange  t]}at  iho 
minds  of  a  certain  party  fliould  be  ritjfled  by  the 
pointed  and  conclufive  anfwer  of  Mr.  Otis,  to  the 
remarks  of  their  leader,  whatever  may  be  the  ftate  of 
their  fhirts.  If  it  was  a  compliment  to  him  to  fay 
that  he  had  made  the  only  yimcrlcan  fpeech  that  was 
delivered  on  their  fide ;  it  was  no  great  compliment 
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to  them. — When  occafion  requires,  the  Yankees  will 
Ihow  themlelves  as  ready  at  ftringing  up  infargents 
as  .they  are  at  ftringhig  onions. 

French  Impudence  and  Ir'ijli  Ignorance  exemplified.—— 
The  following  letter  was  received  by  the  printers  on 
Saturday,  and  they  have  the  Itrongeft  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  it  gave  rife  to  the  report  that  Captain  Gar- 
rifcan  had  fent  his  inftrudtions  to  this  city. 

TRANSLATION. 

Citizens  James  Carey  and  John  Markland, 
No.  83,  North  Second  Street. 

On  hoard  the  French  Brig  Le  Pandour^  at  Sea, 
^d  Prairial^  ^ih  Year  of  the  Fre?ich  Repihhcy 
one  hnd  indivifihJe. 

Citizens, 

By  your  paper  of  the  13th  May  (No.  82),  I  have 
feen  with  the  greateft  furprife,  the  falfc  reports  of 
Captain  Swain,  of  the  lehooncr  Expedition.  I  will 
retort  the  whole,  in  affuring  you  that  the  Englifh 
have  not  only  not  taken  the  Icaft  fortification  in  the 
ifland  of  Porto  Rico,  but  they  have  not  even  tried 
the  effects  of  the  Spanifn  cannon  on  that  ifland,  the 
Governor  whereof  is  a  brave  foldier. 

I  have  likewife  leen  in  feveral  newfpapers  from 
New-York,  libels  of  the  printers  of  that  city  againft 
the  French  privateers.  If  any  of  them  have  com- 
mitted any  reproachable  a6ls,  pleafe  to  afTure  the 
,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  that  the  generality  of  the 
privateers  take  a  pleafure  in,  and  make  it  their  facred 
duty,  to  excrcife  in  the  execution  of  the  orders  which 
they  have  from  Government,  that  humanity  and gene- 
rofity  which  is  infeparable  from  Fre7ich  republicans. 
Compare,  for  an  infiant,  the  condud  of  the  Englifh 
with  ours,  and  you  will  be  eafily  convinced  of  the 
difference  which  is  between  the  two.     It  is  to  be 

hoped. 
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hoped,  that  the  vvifdom  and  prudence  of  yonr  repre- 
fentatives,  together  with  thejuftice  and  equity  of" the 
French  Governmentj  will  draw  cloler  the  knot 
whfch  tied  us  ;  and  that  nothing  hereafter  may  be 
able  to  difunite  us.     This  is  the  with  of  my  heart. 

lO' Carey  s  Daily  Aclvert'iftr.'] 


S.  J.  CalelVs  Letter  prefented  hy  a  Grand  Jury.— 
At  the  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  middle 
circuit,  in  the  diftricl  of  Virginia,  at  the  capital,  in 
the  city  of  Richmond,  on  Monday  the  22d  day  of 
May,  1797  ; 

Prefcnt — James  Iredel,  Efq.  one  of  the  Juftices  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  Cyrus 
Griffin,  Elq.  of  the  dillridi  of  Virginia  : 

A  number  of  gentlemen  were  iworn  as  the  grand 
inqueft:  for  the  body  of  the  diftridl,  who  having 
received  their  charge,  retired  from  the  bar,  and  re- 
turned with  the  following  prefentment. 

We  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  United  States  for  the 
diflri^l  of  Virginia,  prefcnt  as  a  real  evil,  the  circular 
letters  offe-veral  members  of  the  late  Congrefs,  and  par- 
ticularly letters  with  the  lignature  of  Samuel  J.  Ca- 
bell, endeavouring,  at  a  time  of  real  public  danger, 
to  dilTeminate  unfounded  calumnies  againfl  the 
happy  government  of  the  United  States,  and  thereby 
to  Jeparate  the  people  therefrom,  and  to  increafe,  or  pro- 
duce, a  foreign  influence  ruinous  to  the  peace,  happi- 
nefs,  and  independence  of  the  United  States. 

John  Blair,  Foreman. 

(x\  copy.)  Tefle, 

Wm.  Marshall,  Clerk. 

And  yet  Mcffrs.  Giles  and  Nicholas  vow  and  pro- 
teft,  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  French  fadlion  !. 
Thefe  gentlemen  come  from  Virginia,  but  it  feems 
they  have  never  heard  any  ttTmg  of  the  matter. 
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Friday,  x^  June. 

The  Jejferfo7tiad. — At  a  time  when  It  is  (o  necef- 
fary  for  the  lafety  and  independence  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  French  Government  fhould  be  taught 
that  all  the  branches  of  our  Government  are  in 
union,  and  that  the  people  are  refolved  to  fupport 
tlieir  Government ;  we  find,  on  the  contrary,  in- 
trigning  cbara(5^ers,  hoftile  to  our  Uberties,  retorting 
to  every  expedient  to  keep  aUve  the  hopes  and  ex- 
pectations of  the  French  tyrants.  The  efforts  of 
tome  of  the  minority  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  Congrefs,  cannot  fail  to  Simulate  the  Di- 
reclory  to  profecate  the  plan  oi  fubjugation  and 
plunder. 

Barras  (in  his  infolent,  bombaftic  fpeech  to  the 
meek  and  fuppliant  Miinroe,  who  truly  reprefented, 
not  the  good  people  of  America,  but  a  \ct  of  debafed 
and  crouching  fatellites)  fays,  that  "  France  will  not 
degrade  iicrfclf  lo  calculate  the  confequences  of  the 
condcfccnlion  of  the  American  Government  to  the 
fuggeftions  of  its  ancient  tyrants." — On  this  text 
the  official  RedacSteur,  by  order  of  the  Direftory,  in 
a  paragraph  written  no  doubt  by  De  la  Croix,  fays, 
France  u'ill  never  forget  that,  in  fpite  of  the  moil 
wicked  inlinuations,  there  paffed,  only  by  a  majority 
of  two  votes,  that  fatal  treaty  which  has  put  the 
Americans  under  the  guardianfhip  of  the  Englifh." 
Attempts  arc  now  making  by  French  partifans,  io 
perfuade  France  that  there  is  only  a  majority  of  two 
votes  again t'r  a  proj)o/ition  which  has  for  its  avowed 
obje(^ts  the  raeaneti  acquielcence  in  the  unprovoked 
oiUr2<res  of  liaufi;htv  France,  and  a  humble  tender  of 
advantages  to  which  fhc  can  have  no  juft  preten- 
lion<^,  until  fhc  has  offered  an  apology  for  her  infults 
and  compentation  for  her  piracies. 

If  France  can  be  thus  perfuaded  that  there  is 
within  a  few  votes  of  a  majority  oi  the  reprefentatives 

of 
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of  the  people  devoted  to  her  intei efts,  with  the  Vice- 
prefident  at  their  head,  can  it  be  any  looirer  doubt- 
ed, that  Ihe  will  perfiil  in  attempting  the  i.ihveriion 
of  our  conftitution,  and  the  deftru6lion  of  our  li- 
berties ? 


Extra^  of  a  Letter  fr  om  a  Gentleman  In  Virginia  to 
Vis  Friend  in  this  City. — "  Theprefent  nnpears  to  me 
to  be  a  criiis  in  the  fortunes  of  the  human  race. 
France  evidently  feeks  to  govern  the  world,  by 
placing  power  in  the  hands  of  men  who  will  be  fub- 
iervient  to  her  for  the  prefervation  of  that  power. 
Thus  Holland  in  the  form  of  a  republic  is,  and  muft 
be,  as  obedient  to  France  as  a  French  province. 
That  Government  can  only  be  preferved  by  the  pro- 
tection of  France,  and  thofe  who  govern  can  only 
keep  their  places  by  the  fame  protection.  So  in 
Italy  you  perceive  a  republic  or  two  is  now  forming. 
It  is  by  no  means  impoffible,  that  the  Auflrian  do- 
minions in  Italy  may  be  loil  during  the  prefent  war, 
and  converted  into  one  or  more  republics.  If  the 
pecuniary  aid  of  Britain  is  withdrawn,  they  mufl  be 
loft.  Thefe  republics  can  only  preferve  their  ex- 
illcnce  by  the  aid  of  France,  and  they  will,  confe- 
quently,  be  entirely  unc.er  her  control.  Should 
his  dominions  in  Italy  even  be  reltored  to  the  Em- 
peror, a  French  party  will  be  found  there,  which 
will  not  eafily  be  extirpated,  and  which  will  be 
ready  in  another  war  to  take  up  arms  for  France.  It 
appears  to  me,  that  an  effort  is  making  to  govern 
the  whole  world,  either  by  conqueft,  or  by  placing 
power  in  the  hands  of  men  who  will  ufe  it  fo  as  to 
promote  the  views  of  France.  The  only  effort  which 
has  ever  been  made  in  this  country  by  a  foreign 
nation,  to  influence  our  eleCtions,  and  to  place 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  partifans  of  fuch  foreign 
nations,  has  been  made  by  France,  and  fhe  has 
made  it  fecretly,  and  openly.  She  has  made  it  by 
the  immediate  inftrumentality  of  )ier  public  agent?, 
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and  by  that  of  American  citizens  devoted  to  her. 
The  fame  plan  which  is  incelFantly  purfucd  in  Eu- 
rope, is  purfued  in  America  alfo.  It  is  to  place 
power  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  are  indebted  to 
France  for  it,  or  who  will  nfc  it  for  her  aggrandize- 
ment. In  Europe,  it  is  enough  to  eftablifli  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government;  in  America,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  do  more.  Poffe fling,  already,  a  government 
purely  republican,  it  is  necelfary  to  calumniate  it, 
to  excite  jealoulies  of  the  republican  difpotitions  of 
thofe  who  conduct  it,  and  thereby  to  bring  them  into 
diliepute  with  the  people,  and,  by  doing  lb,  to  fill  all 
our  departments  with  men  who,  being  eleded  by  a 
pafiion  for  France,  muft  keep  up  that  paffion  to 
keep  their  places.  The  effort  to  univerfal  dominion 
is  plain,  and  its  progreis  is  rapid.  It  feems  to  be 
impoffible  that  tiie  French  party  in  our  country  can 
be  blind  to  this  danger.  They  mull  fee  it,  yet  they 
court  it.  They  keep  the  people  blind,  by  talking  of 
a  Britifh  influence,  which  they  know  does  not  and 
cannot  exilt.  Of  this,  the  letter  afcribed  to  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon,  if  really  written  by  him,  is  a  Urong  inftance. 
I  hope  and  have  heretofore  believed,  that  he  did  not 
write  it.  I  wait  witli  ea«;ernefs  for  his  denial  of  it. 
If  it  fhall  not  be  denied,  I  own  that  my  opinion  of 
the  moral  charatfler  of  that  gentleman,  as  well  as  of 
his  politics,  will  be  much  diininilhed." 

To  Thomas  Jefferfo7i,  Ejq. — It  is  now  no  longer  a 
^oubt  that  you  are  the  author  of  the  abominable 
letter  to  Mazzei,  which  has  made  fo  much  noife,  and 
excited  fo  much  indignation,  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Your  filence,  after  being  publicly,  and  repeat- 
edly, called  on  by  numbers  of  your  fcllow-citizens'to 
difavow  it,  is  complete  evidence  of  your  guilt.  Had 
you  been  innocent  of  the  charge,  all  who  know  your 
keen  fenfibility  at  everything  which  appears  in  print, 
io  iirplicate  )ourcondu61,  and  who  have  heard  your 

profeliions 


JUNE,    1797.  9 

profeflions  of  rerpe6l  for  public  opinion,  are  fatisfied 
that  you  are  filent,  bccaufc  you  dare  not  contradidt 
it :  confidering  you,  then,  as  the  avowed  author  of 
that  indecent  libel  againft  the  government  and  cha- 
ra6ler  of  your  country,  I  fliall  animadvert  on  it  with 
that  freedom  which  the  magnitude  of  the  fubject 
requires. 

The  efFeds  intended  to  be  produced  by  you  in 
Europe  are  apparent,  from  the  writings  of  a  French 
journalift. 

The  following  comments  are  made  on  your  pre- 
'  cious  letter  in  the  Paris  Monik.ur  : — "The  intereft- 

« 

ing  letter  from  one  of  the  mod  virtuous  and  enhght- 
ened  citizens  of  the  United  States,  explains  the  con- 
drift  of  Americans  in  regard  to  France^     It  is  certain, 
that,  of  all  the  neutral  and  friendly  powers,  there  is 
none  from  which  France  had  a  right  to  expe6l  more 
intereft  and  fuccours,  than  from  the  United  States. 
She  is  their  true  mother-country,  fince  flie  has  af- 
fured  to  them  their  liberty  and  independence.     Un- 
grateful children  !  inftead  of  abandoning  her,  they 
ought  to  have  armed  in  her  detence.     But  if  impe- 
rious circumftances  had  prevented  them  from  openly 
declaring  for  the  Republic  of  France,  they  ought,  at 
lead,   to   have   made  demon ftrations,    and   excited 
apprehcnlions  in  England,  that  at  fome  moment  or 
other  they  would   declare   themlelves.      This   fear 
alone  would  have  been  fufficient  to  force  the  cabinet 
of  London  to  make  peace.     It  is  clear,  that  a  war 
with  the  United  States  would  flrike  a  terrible  blow 
at  the  commerce  of  the  Englifh,  would  give  them 
uneafinefs  for  the  prefervation  of  their  polieflions 
on  the  American   continent,  and  deprive   them  of 
the  means  of  conquering  the  French  and  Dutch  co- 
lonies. 

"  Equally  ungrateful  and  impolitic,  the  Congrefi 
iialiens  to  encourage  the  Englifh,  that  they  might 
purfue,  in  tranquillity,  their  war  of  extermination 

againlt 
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againTt  France,  and  to  invade  the  colonics  and  com- 
merce of  France.  They  fent  to  London  a  Minif- 
ter,  Mr.  Jay,  known  by  his  attachment  to  England, 
and  his  perfonal  relations  to  Lord  Grenville,  and  he 
concluded,  fuddenly,  a  treaty  of  commerce  which 
united  them  with  Great  Britain  more  than  a  treaty 
of  alliance. 

'^  Such  a  treaty,  under  all  the  peculiar  circum- 
Hances,  and  by  the  confequences  it  muft  produce,  is 
an  acl  of  hofrility  againft  France.  The  French  Go- 
vernment, in  ill  or  I,  has  teftified  the  refentment  of 
the  Frencli  nation,  by  breaking  off  communication 
with  an  ungrateful  and  faithlels  ally,  until  fhe  will 
return  to  a  more  jufl  and  benevolent  condudt.  Juf- 
ticc  and  found  policy  equally  approve  this  meafure 
of  the  French  Government.  I'here  is  no  doubt  it 
will  give  rife,  in  the  United  States,  to  difcuffions 
which  may  afford  a  triumph  to  the  party  of  good 
republicans,  tlie  friends  of  France. 

"  Some  writers,  in  difapprobation  of  this  wife  and 
neceffary  meafure  of  the  Dire6lory,  maintain,  that  in 
the  United  States  the  French  have  for  partifans  only 
certain  demagogues,  who  aim  to  overthrow  the  ex- 
ifiing  government.  But  their  impudent  falfehoods 
convince  no  one,  and  prove  only  what  is  too  evi- 
dent, that  they  ule  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  to  ferve 
the  enemies  ot" France." 

The  effeeis  intended  to  be  produced  by  your  let- 
ter in  the  United  States,  and  the  effe6is  which  it 
muft  inevitably  produce,  will  be  hereafter  examined. 

A  Fellow-citjzen. 


There  he'mg  fame  talk  of  inaccuracy  in  the  tranjlation 
irhich  has  appear  edin  the  pa  per s^  of  the  following  let-- 
ter,  we  lay  it  before  our  readers  in  the  Freyich. 

From  the  *'  Gazette  Nationale  ou  le  Moniteur  Uni- 
vt.rfel,"  Paris,  Sixtidi,  6  Pluviofe  (January  25). 
Florence,  le  i'"'  Janvier. — Lcttrc  de  M.  Jcffcrlbn, 

ci-devant 
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ci'devant  Miniilre  des  Etats  Unis  en  France,  et 
Secretaire  au  dcpartement  dcs  affaires  etrangeres,  a 
un  citoyen  de  Virginie. 

Cette  lettre  (literalement  traduite)  eft  adreflee  a 
M.  Mazzei,  auteur  des  "  Rechcrches  hifioriques  et 
politiques  fur  les  Etats  Unis  d'Amerique,"  deraeu- 
rant  en  Tofcane. 

"  Notre  etat  politique  a  prodigieufement  change 
depuis  que  vous  nous  avez  quitte.  Au  lieu  de  ce  no- 
ble amour  de  la  liberie  et  de  ce  gouvernement  repub- 
Jicain,  qui  nous  ont  fait  paffer  triomphans  a  travers 
les  dangers  de  la  guerre,  un  parti  Anglican-monar- 
chico-ariliocratique  s'efl  eleve.  Son  objet  avoue  eft 
de  nous  impofer  la  fubllance,  comme  il  nous  a  deja 
donne  les  formes  du  gouvernement  Britannique ; 
cependant  le  corps  principal  de  nos  citoyens  refle 
iidele  aux  principes  republicains.  Tous  les  pro- 
prietaires  fonciers  font  pour  ces  principes,  ainli 
qu'une  grande  inafle  d'hommes  a  talens.  Nous 
avons  contrenous  (republicains)  le  pouvoir  execatif, 
ie  pouvair  judiciaire  (deux  des  trois  branches  de  la 
iegiflature),  tous  les  officiers  du  gouvernement,  tous 
ceux  qui  afpirent  a  Tetre,  tous  les  hommes  tiraides 
qui  preferent  le  calme  du  Defpotifme  a  la  mer  ora- 
gcufe  de  la  Liberte,  les  marchands  Bretons,  et  lej* 
Americains  qui  trafiquent  avec  des  capitaux  Bretons, 
les  fpeculateurs,  les  gens  intereffes  dans  la  banque 
et  dans  les  fonds  publics  (etabliffemens  inventes  dans 
des  vues  de  corruption,  et  pour  nous  affimiler  au 
modele  Britannique  dans  fes  parties  pourries). 

"  Je  YOiis  dennerois  la  fievre  fi  je  vous  nommals  les 
apoflats  qui  ont  embralfe  ces  herefies ;  dcs  hommes 
qui  etaient  des  Solomons  dans  le  confeil,  et  des 
Samfons  dans  les  combats,  mais  dont  la  chevelurc  a 
tic  coupee  par  la  catia  Angleterre. 

"  On  voudrait  nous  ravir  cette  libcrte  que   nous 

avons  gagnce  par  tant  de   travaux  et  de  danirers. 

Mais  nous  la  conferverons  ;  notre  mafle  de  poids  et 

2  de 


12  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

de  rlchefle  eft  trop  grandc  pour  que  nous  ayons  a 
cralndre  qu'on  tente  d  employer  la  force  centre  nous. 
II  fuffit  que  nous  nous  rcveillons,  et  que  nous  rom- 
pions  les  liens  liliputiens  dont  il  nous  ont  garrotes 
pendant  le  premier  fommeil  qui  a  fuccede  a  nos  tra- 
vaux.  II  fuffit  que  nous  arrctions  les  progrcs  de  cc 
fyfleme  d'ingratitude  et  d'injufiice  envers  la  France, 
de  qui  on  voudrait  nous  aliener  pour  nous  rendre  a 
rinfluence  Britannique/'  etc. 


Mimroe. — "  We  are  at  length  acquainted  with 
all  the  circumflances  relative  to  the  infamous  treat- 
ment this  country,  through  their  Minifler,  has  met 
with  from  the  French.  Surely  there  never  was  a 
more  impudent  pretence  for  quarrelling  with  us. 
Munroe  intends,  it  is  faid,  landing  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  and  travelling  home  through  the  eaflern 
States,  hecaufe  he  has  never  feen  that  part  of  America. 

*'  Does  he  fuppofe  there  is  a  man,  not  reduced  to 
a  flate  of  idiotifm,  who  can  be  impofcd  on  by  fiich 
a  pretence  ?  Cabal  and  faction  are  in  his  heart ;  he 
has  been  impregnated  by  Barras  and  De  la  Croix  ;  the 
foetus  is  completely  formed,  and  the  parturition  will 
be  promoted  by  the  obftetric  hands  of  Goody  Lang- 
don  and  Goody  Jervis,  athlled  by  that  old  gentle- 
woman lately  retired  from  the  chief  magiltracy  of 
MafTachulctts.  The  returning  good  fenfe,  which 
is  fhowing  itfelf  in  all  parts,  will,  I  hope,  take  the 
proper  lieps  to  produce  an  abortion.  Munroe  is 
preeifely  following  Genet's  manoeuvre  ;  that  impu- 
dent Frenchman  exhibited  himlelf  from  the  fouth 
upwards  ;  Munroe  will  make  his  experiments  from 
the  north  downwards ;  Fauchet  and  Adet  have,  by 
their  emifl'aries,  been  making  their  experiments  to 
the  wcftward.  America  is  thus  to  be  ftroked  back- 
wards and  forwards,  and  crofTways,  by  thofe  imper- 
tinent quacks,  in  imitation  of  Dr.  Perkins,  with  his 
mdaJl'ic  tra^ors.      As   to   France,    every   exertion 

fhould 
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iliould  be  made  to  avoid  a  rupture,  con^fleot  with 
the  duty  we  owe  ourfelves.  She  is  undoubtedly 
endeavouring  to  deftroy  our  independence,  and  re- 
quires us  to  fall  proftrate  before  her :  that  I  would 
not  do,  but  I  would  open  an  avenue  for  her  to  retreat 
if  Ihe  Ihould  be  fo  inclined.  If  I  thought  an  envoy 
extraordinary  would  be  more  acceptable  to  the  Di- 
redlory  thcin  aminj^er ■pIemj)oUHtiary,  I  ihould  have  no 
obje6lion  to  gratify  them.  I  believe,  however,  they 
are  not  playing  fo  childifh  a  game  ;  they  are  aiming 
at  eJfcnUals,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  let  them  know, 
that,  although  we  have  borne  a  great  deal,  yet  there 
is  a  point  beyond  which  we  are  determined  not  to 
go.  If  France  is  determined  to  quarrel  with  us, 
fhe  will  do  it  whether  we  fend  an  envoy  extraordi- 
nary or  a  minifter  plenipotentiary.  It  is  indifpen- 
fably  neceffary  therefore  to  make  vigorous  prepara- 
tions for  defence  *," 

American  Anecdote. — A  Frenchman  being  lately 
in  company  with  an  American,  the  converfation 
turned  on  the  difference  between  their  countries. 
The  Frenchman  was  a  little  on  the  high  firain  of 
enthufiafm,  and  faid  his  country  would  make  the 
Americans  do  as  they  wifh,  as  they  did  the  Italians 
in  Italy.  The  American  very  promptly  replied,  that 
the  Americans  were  men  and  were  warriors,  and  the 
Italians  only  fongflers  ;  that  they  had  never  been 
cut  out  for  wielding  the  fword  to  defend  their  rights. 

[If  this  man  had  confulted  certain  members  in 
Congrefs,  they  would  have  told  him  he  fhould  not 
make  ule  of  fuch  irritating  language.] 

*  Why  not  fay  for  'war  ?  What  fort  of  a  nation  is  that  which 
does  nothing  but  defend  xtMi}  Such  a  nation  mull  ever  be  hke  a 
town  befieged,  and  nine  times  out  of  ten  it  will  capitulate  or  be 
taken. 

Saturday, 
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Saturday,    3*^  June. 

Modes  of  Corruption. — A  correlpondent  fjjggefts 
that  there  are  various  modes  of  obtaining  infiuence 
by  corruption  ;  one  may  be,  giving  a  large  fum  to  a 
Jazvyer  as  ftanding  counfel  for  the  French  Repubhc ; 
another  may  be  to  releafe  the  captured  veflels  of  a 
friendly  mercJmnf  ;  another  to  withhold  payment  for 
a  large  fupply  of  leather,  or  other  articles,  furnillied 
the  Republic  by  contrac'f,  until  the  contractor  gi\es 
the  proper  evidence  of  civi/m  by  juflifications,  apolo- 
gies, conceilions,  and  abufe  of  Great  Britain  *. 

Je-fferjon. — A  curious  contrafi:  might  be  difplayed, 
by  exhibiting  the  letter  of  Citizen  Jefferfoii  to  Citi%en 
Mazzei  in  one  column,  and  by  its  fide  the  fpeech 
of  the  Vice  preli dent  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Senate,  on  taking  the  oath  to  fupport  the  confti- 
tution,  a  conftitution  /;/  form  like  the  Britifh  con- 
Hitution.  It  is  faid  that  an  ingenious  work  of  this 
kind  is  now  preparing.  The  work  would  be  more 
complete  if  the  author  would  fubjoin,  in  a  third 
column,  Citizen  Jefferfoiis  letter  to  Citizen  Benjamifi 
Banmcker,  the  black  man. 


In  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  and  preceding  year, 
the  merchants  of  the  United  States  of  America  are 
fuppofed,  on  a  moderate  calculation,  to  have  loft 
by  the  unjutl  captures  of  the  French  nation  on  the 
high  fcas  13,000,000  dollars.  During  the  prefent 
feffion  of  Congrefs,  one  of  the  members,  a  country 
gentleman,  noways  concerned*  in  trade,  brought 
forward  a  refolation  to  call  on  the  French  nation  to 
pay  our  merchants  for  the  cargoes  which  had  been 
taken  from  them ;  and,  extraordinary  to  tell. 


*"  Proofs  of  inftances  of  all  thefe  modes  of  corruption  could 
have  been  oroduced  very  eafily. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Llvingfi-on,  the  reprefentative  of  the  city  of 
jMevv-York;  Mr.  Swanwick,  ditto,  Philadelphia; 
and  Mr.  S.  Smith,  ditto,  Baltimore  ;  oppofed  the  mo- 
tion, and  declared  the  French  ought  not  to  be  alkc4 
fuch  an  utj.reafonabJe  thing. 


Monday,  5'^'  June. 

Remarks  on  Congrefs. — After  fpcnding  forty  thou-^ 
fand  dollars  of  the  public  money,  in  a  confultation 
of  two  weeks  on  a  piece  of  bufinefs  which  a  jury  of 
twelve  well-informed  honeft  men  would  fettle  in 
two  days,  and  treading  over  the  fame  ground  tv/enty 
times,  in  order  to  confufe  a  fubjedl  which  is  one  of 
the  plainefl:  that  ever  came  before  a  legiflative  body, 
the  French  partifans  in  a  great  aflembly  are  at 
length  driven  to  declare  themfelves.  The  refult  of 
their  tedious  deliberations  is  this  ;  they  are  willing, 
citizens^  to  fubmit  all  your  complaints  againtl  France, 
of  intrigues,  infults,  and  fpoliations  of  property  to 
the  amount  of  twelve  million  of  dollars,  to  the  juf- 
tice  and  honour  of  the  French  Government ;  they 
Sire  fo  very  polite  as  not  even  to  mention  thefe  inju- 
yies  in  their  communication  to  the  Prefident,  al- 
though that  was  the  very  bufinefs  for  which  they 
were  called  together  ;  fome  of  them,  indeed,  feem 
fo  terrified,  or  fomething  worfe,  that  they  declare  it 
is  much  better  to  lofe  all  the  money,  than  to  rilk 
the  difpleafure  of  the  terrible  Repuhlic,  by  talking 
about  ourlofTes,  even  among  ourfelves,  for  fear  her 
agents  fhould  overhear  us.  But  when  they  fpeak 
pf  French  merits  and  the  caufes  of  French  com- 
plaints (which  God  knows  are  both  non-entities), 
every  man  talks  like  a  Cicero  or  a  FiJIier  Ames.  The 
French,  they  fay,  are  the  faviours  and  guardian 
angels  of  this  country.  Our  treaty  with  them,  and 
all  the  other  treaties  we  ever  made  with  any  nation 

on 
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on  earth,  fhall  be  laid  at  their  feet,  that  they  may 
pick  and  choofe  out  of  them.  This,  citizens,  is  the 
manner  in  which  thefe  daflards,  if  they  do  not  de- 
ferve  a  worfe  name,  have  debafed  themfelves  ;  and 
may  the  curfe  of  cowards  light  upon  them,  as  fu rely 
as  they  are  endeavouring  to  dcbafe  us  all.  Thefe 
fervants  of  ours  are  willing  not  only  to  part  with 
our  money,  but  they  arc  ready  alfo  to  throw  our 
honour  into  the  bargain. 


Tuesday,  6^^  June.  - 

The  Lyon  of  Vennoyit. — To-morrow  morning  at 
eleven  o'clock  will  be  expofed  to  public  view  the 
Lyon  of  Vermont.  This  lingular  animal  is  laid  to  have 
been  caught  on  the  bog  of  Hibernia,  and,  when  a 
"whelp,  tranfported  to  America  ;  curiofity  induced  a 
New-Yorker  to  buy  him,  and  moving  into  the 
country,  afterwards  exchanged  him  for  a  yoke  of 
young  bulls  with  a  Vermontefe.  He  was  petted  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Governor  Chittenden,  and 
foon  became  fo  domefticated,  that  a  daughter  of  his 
Excellency  would  ftroke  him  and  play  with  him  as 
ti  monkey.  He  differs  confiderably  from  the  African 
lion,  is  much  more  clamorous  and  lefs  magnani- 
mous. His  pelt  refembles  more  the  wolf  or  the 
tiger,  and  his  geftures  bear  a  remarkable  affinity  to 
ihe  bear  :  this,  however,  may  be  afcribed  to  his  hav- 
ing been  in  the  habit  of  afTociating  with  that  fpecies 
of  wild  beaft  on  the  mountain  :  he  is  carnivorous, 
but  not  very  ferocious — has  never  been  detected  in 
having  attacked  a  man,  but  report  fays  he  will  beat 
wopien. 

He  was  brought  to  this  city  in  a  waggon,  and  has 
fevcral  days  expofed  himfelf  to  the  public.  It  has  been 
mbtioned  to  cage  him — as  he  has  difcovered  m^uch 

uiiea- 
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uneafinefs  at  gomg  ivitli  the  crozvd^.  Many  gentle- 
men, who  have  feen  him,  do  not  helitate  to  declare, 
they  think  him  a  moil  extraordinary  beafl. 


Wednesday,   7^^    une* 

Deht  of  Gratitude  to  France. —  Clearly  as  it  appears 
to  every  candid  mind,  that  we  neither  do,  nor  ever 
did,  owe  any  thir.g  to  the  prefent  rulers  of  France, 
the  fallehood  is  ftill  repeated,  not  only  in  all  the  de- 
mocratic circles,  but  bv  Ibme  members  of  a  creat  and 
'very  relpedlable  airembly.  If  any  thing  can  equal  the 
ftupidity  of  this  condudl,  it  is  the  obftinacy  with 
which  Ibme  men  perfift  in  it.  Suppofe,  for  a  mo- 
ment, there  was  a  debt  of  gratitude  due  to  Louis 
XVI.  and  his  Court,  there  can  be  no  juflice  what- 
ever in  transferring  this  obligation  to  his  murderers  ; 
to  men,  who  at  that  period  had  no  more  concern  in 
the  a(5l  of  aliifting  America,  than  the  flaves  of 
Algiers. 

Thefe  ufurpers  (for  fuch  they  are  in  the  worft  and 
fulleft  fenfe  of  the  term)  were,  at  that  period,  moft 
of  them  too  young,  and  all  of  them  too  poor  and 
intignificant,  to  have  any  thing  to  do  in  the  butinefs. 
Country  lawyers,  infidel  philoibphers,  ftage-players, 
mendicant  abbes,  and  others  equally  defpicable, 
who  acquired  power  in  the  revolution  by  intrigue 
and  violence,  can  never  be  the  legitimate  heirs  of  the 
Bourbon  family,  or  the  true  reprefentatives  of  the 
landed  and  monicd  intereft  of  France.  No  ;  the 
revolution  has  been  complete,  in  a  phylical  as  well 
as  a  moral  view  ;  not  only  the  government,  but  the 
palaces,  the  warehoufes,  the  fields,  and  the  trea- 
fures,  have  all  Ihifted  hands.     The  rightful  owners 


*  It  will  be  feen  in  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs,  that  this  beaft 
alked  leave  to  be  excufed  from  going  with  the  reft  of  the  Members 
to  wait  on  the  Prefident, 

VOL.  VI.  c  have 
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have  been  violently  difpolTefled  ;  fome  of  them  ar« 
murdered,  and  others  are  now  wandering  in  exile ; 
and  the  property  as  well  as  the  power  of  that  devoted 
country  have  been  feized,  as  a  prey,  by  a  band  of 
daring  confpirators  ;  by  men,  as  unufeci  to  property 
as  they  were  to  power,  and  who,  to  retain  both,  op- 
prefs  their  brutified  countrymen,  and  fpread  confu- 
lion,  rapine,  and  carnage,,  as  far  as  they  can  carry 
their  arms  or  intrigues. 

W  hatever  tubnjiilion,  therefore,  cowards  may  think 
is  due  to  this  temble  Republic,  we  are  furely  under 
no  obligation  to  her,  either  moral  or  political,  for  the 
benefits  we  received  from  her  murdered  fovereign. 
On  the  contrary,  as  foon  as  flie  feized  the  govern- 
ment, Ihe  difplayed  a  policy  inimical  to  the  United 
States,  and  fliil  perfeveres  in  it ;  fhe  has  fown  dif- 
cord  among  our  citizens,  plundered  our  commerce, 
broke  the  faith  of  a  treaty  Ihe  claimed,  and  infulted 
our  juft  and  peaceable  government  in  the  moil  otfen- 
live  manner ;  and  thefe  tilings  have  not  been  tranf- 
a(^ed  in  a  corner,  but  having  paffed  on  an  open 
theatre,  are  notorious  to  all  Europe. 

How  much  then  muft  the  glory  of  the  United" 
States  be  obfcured  in  the  eves  of  virtuous  and  Intel  - 
ligent  foreigners,  when  they  lee  men,  of  fome  rank 
and  rcfpectability  in  the  commonwealth,  join  a  few 
mercenary  gazetteers,  in  offering  incenfe  to  this 
common  enemy  !  Will  it  not  be  juft  to  prefage  our 
approaching  difiblution,  when  twenty  years  only 
have  produced  to  great  a  dcclenfion  in  private  and 
public  virtue,  and  the  facrcd  principles  of  truth  and 
juflice  ? 

Let  us  bring  the  bufinefs  home,  and  endeavour 
to  illuftrate  it  by  fuppoling  a  cafe,  which  is  much 
lefs  improbable  tluiu  many  others  that  have  happened 
in  our  memory.  If  an  army  of  French  revolutionilis 
Should  land  on  or  near  our  country,  and,  by  open- 
ing the   prifon-doors,     proclaiming  liberty  to    the 

flaves. 
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Have?,  and  holding  out  the  temptation  of  equality 
(or  plunder,  which  is  fynonimous)  to  the  worthlefs 
and  profligate,  they  fhould  organize  a  holy  infur- 
rection  in  the  fouthern  States;  ilippofe,  again,  they 
Ihould  be  (o  fortunate  (which  God  forbid  !)  as  to  re- 
duce two  or  three  of  thofe  States  ;  and,  to  fortify  their 
conqucft,  they  Ihould  transfer  the  property  from  the 
prefent  proprietors  to  their  flaves,  and  to  others,  the 
vile  inftruments  of  the  revolution  ;  would  the  mid- 
dle and  northern  States  ftill  acknowledge  them  as  a 
part  of  the  American  confederation  ?  would  they 
'liften  to  thefe  intruders  with  any  patience,  if  they 
claimed  a  right  in  the  Union  of  1776,  or  pretended 
to  any  fhare  in  the  hotiour  of  eftablifliing  the  Ame- 
rican independence  in  its  rights  or  franchifes  ? 
Would  they  not  rather  confider  them  as  a  commoa 
enemy,  and  arm  with  zeal  to  expel  or  crufli  them, 
as  food  as  poffible  ? 

I  have  adduced  this  fuppofition,  becaufe  it  is  not 
an  improbable  one,  and  to  alk  our  fouthern  orators, 
the  principal  advocates  of  the  French  intereft,  how 
they  would  relifh  fuch  an  event.  They  cannot  be 
weak  enough  to  imagine,  becaufe  they  had  figured 
on  the  floor  of  Congrefs,  or  elfewhere,  as  the  par- 
tifans  of  France,  that  their  property,  or  the  pro- 
perty of  their  friends,  would  be  the  more  fecure. 
Thefe  new  lords  of  the  foil  would  not  inquire,  whe- 
ther a  man  was  a  democrat  or  an  ariftocrat  in  poli- 
tics, whether  he  was  a  federalift  or  anti-federalift", 
devoted  to  England  or  to  France,  but  what  wealth 
he  had  ;  and  whether  he  would  carry  a  mufket  to 
liibjugatc  the  other  States. 

If  this  cafe  has  any  analogy  with  our  relation  to 
France,  and  I  finccrely  think  it  has,  what  fhall  we 
fay  to  thofe  orators  in  Congrefs,  who  labour  fo  zeal- 
oufly  in  recommending  the  rebel  government  of 
that  country  to  the  friendfhip  and  gratitude  of  their 
kllow-citizens  :  and  this  at  a  time  when  her  armies 
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are  dcfolating  Europe  from  motives  of  ambition  ;  her 
aiients  and  minifiers  are  iiifultins;  our  own  Govern- 
mcnt  ;  and  her  pirates  are  plundering  our  veffels  in' 
every  part  of  the  ocean  ?  1  am  really  afhamed  that  fo 
degenerate  a  fpirit  Ihould  appqar  any  where  in  the 
United  States,  and  much  more  when  it  appears  in 
her  public  councils,  if,  like  the  uninformed  In- 
dians, we  are  really  aw-ed  by  the  devil,  in  the  name 
of  all  that  is  chriltian  and  manly,.!  hope  we  fhall 
not  copy  them  fo  clofcly,  as  to  fall  down  likewife 
and  worlhip  his  image. 


Thursday,  8^''  June. 

O'Careys  and  the  Learned  Pig. — Acivcrtlfemcnt. — 
The  docility,  traCtability,  and  fagacity  of  many  ani- 
mals, fuch  as  the  dog,  ho/fe,  and  elephant^  have  been 
as  much  the  tlieme  of  eonverfation  as  the  ftupidity 
and  llubbornnefs  of  \hz  pig  has  been  proverbial. 

This  little  animal  forms  an  exception  to  tlie  gene- 
ral rule  ;  for  he  not  only  equals  any,  but  exceeds  all 
the  above  in  their  moft  eminent  qualities. 

He  will  read  right,  /pel I,  tell  the  Jioiir  of  the  day, 
diftinguih  colours,  the  number  of  perfons  prelent, 
&c.  &c.  And  what  is  more  aftonilliing,  any  lady  or 
gentleman  may  draw  a  card  and  keep  it  concealed,  and 
the  pig^  without  any  hefitation,  vvill  dilcover  the 
card  drawn  from  another  pack. 

To  be  leen  by  any  number  of  perfons,  at  Mr. 
Cook's  lioufe,  corner  of  Market  and  Third  Street, 
from  ten  in  the  morning  till  one,  and  from  two  till 
feven  in  the  evening.  Admittance  one  quarter  of  a 
dollar. " 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  inform  thole  who  liave  a 
defire  to  fee  the  performance  of  this  fapient  animal, 
that  they  will  do  well  to  lofe  no  time  in  gratifying 
their  curiolity,  as  it  is  confidently  reported,  that  the 
O'Care  Ys  arc  about  to  engage  him  as  editor  to  their 
Gazette.       ,  Friday, 
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Friday,    9'^  June. 

Jo/in  B — //,  E/q.  Crog-man  and  Runhnipt. — To  Ibe 
inbabitaiits  of   the   counties    of    Philadelphia    and 
Delaware,  and  the  public  in  general.     On  Friday, 
June  2d,  broke  into  the  tbuthern  apartment  of  that 
magnificent  fiibric    at  the  corner  of    Walnut  and 
Sixth  Streets,  a  Mr.  John  B — 11,  taylor,  debauchee,' 
grog-drinker,  and  fquire.     This  wonderful   animal 
was   bred   in  J:he  village  of  Darby,  in  the  county, 
of  Delaware.     At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  received 
4he    honourable    title    of    grog-drinker,    at  twenty  ■ 
he  obtained  the  name  of  debauchee,    for  which  he 
was  caft  out  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  holy   lambs. 
He  Ibught   lafcty   by  flight,  and  arrived  iafe  at  Sa- 
lem, New-Jerfey.     Here  he  exhibited  a   fpccimeii 
of  his  ablilities  with  the  iniipid  fair,  and  the  grog- 
men,  bat  was  foon  obliged  to   mov^e  his  quarters  ; 
he  next  pitched  his    tent   in   Baltimore,  and   froni 
thence  to  Virginia.     From  Virginia   the  grog- man 
returned  to  his  native  village  of  Darby,  after  an  ab- 
fence  of  feven  years>  more  or  lefs.      The  exploits  of 
the  fquire  being  very  notorious,   it  would  therefore 
be  fuperfluous  and  indelicate  io  repeat  them,  as  the 
chief  of   them    overftep    the    modefty    of    nature. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the  village  of  his  nati- 
vity, he  fet  up   grog-drinking,  cock-fighting,   and 
horfe-racing,  which  he   perlevered  in  for  the  fpace 
of  three  years,  when,  fome  how  or  other,  his  neck 
flipt  into  the  noofe  of  matrimony.     He  then  moved 
to  Philadelphia,  rented  a  houfe  in  Strawberry  Alley, 
and  commenced  grog-drinking  on  a  very  extenfive 
plan.     He  has   Ibmetimes   been   ^q>^i\\  at   noon-day 
crawling  into  his  door  on   as  many  legs  as  a  fnap- 
turtle  generally  ufes  ;  and   it  would  have  taken  a 
very  Ikilful  phyliognomift  to  have  diflinguillied  him 
from  that  animal.     Having  drank  grog  and  eaten 
oyfters  for  nine  months,  he  i)e(r.icathed  his  landlord 

03,  a  three- 


it  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

a  three-legged  ftool,  a  few  needles  without  eyes,  and 
the  cleanfmg  of  hell  *,  in  place  of  his  rent. 

This  fame  fquire  grog-man  having  a  little  low 
cunning,  with  which  he  took  in  his  brother  fiats, 
got  credit  of  them  to  the  amount  of  feveral  hun- 
dreds,  and  is  now  paying  them  off  with  a  fponge. 

The  faid  fquire  grog- drinker  is  to  remove  his 
quarters  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  this  month  ;  therefore 
every  honeft,  difhoneft,  fuperficial,  or  judicious 
landlord,  inn-kepeer,  ftore-keeper,  &c.  &c.  are 
hereby  cautioned  to  have  no  contractions  with  him 
the  faid  fquire,  for,  inftead  of  the  ready  rhino,  they 
will  receive  the  fponge. 

June  21  i  1797.  A  BILKED  Creditor. 


Saturday,  io^'^  June. 

French  and  Spanijh  Cruelly  toivards  American  Saih 
ors. — Captain  Mcrrihew,  of  the  fhip  Mount  Vernon, 
gives  the  following  account  of  the  different  fpolia- 
tions  committed  on  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
by  French  privateers,  which  came  immediately 
v/ithin  his  own  knowledge  during  his  Itay  at  the 
port  of  St.  John's,  Porto  Rico,  and  Vvhich  can  be 
attefied  alfo  by  a  number  of  other  citizens  of  Ame- 
rica, who  had  the  misfortune  to  be  carried  in  there. 

Captured  by  the  privateer  Vengeance,  the 
fchooner  ,  Loring  Taber   mafter,  belonging 

to  Boflon,  bound  to  Jamaica,  and  fcnt  to  St.  Do- 
mingo. The  mate  and  feveral  of  tiie  crew  of  faid 
fchooner  were  put  on  fhore  at  St.  John's,  deftitute  of 
every  neceirary,  being  plundered  even  of  their 
wearing  apparel :  the  male  lookfick  inn  few  days  after, 
and  died ;  the  exj.enfes  of  his  interment,  &c.  were 
defrayed  by  the  different  American  captains. 

»■  I  .,,...■-  , _._■■  ,—    ^..  '  ■  !■■■■  Ill  .^ 

*  Hell  is  under  a  tayloi's  Iliop  board. 

The, 
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The  {hip  Hope,  of  Bofton,  John  Seward  mafler, 
was  captured  by  the  pilot-boat  Democrat,  in  a  few 
hours  after  leaving  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas.  This 
veifel  was  loaded  with  cofiee  and  cotton  at  Surinam, 
and  bound  to  Bofton,  fince  condemned. — Captain 
Seward  was  kept  a  prifoner  on  board  the  privateer 
Democrat,  for  lix  days  after  her  arrival  ;  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  very  fpirited  exertions  ufed  by  fome 
American  captains  and  others,  he  would  not  even 
then  have  obtained  his  liberty. 

Captured  and  brought  into  port,  and  fince  con- 
•  demned,  the  fchooner  Delight,  of  Penoofcot,  Mark 
Hatch  mafter,  bound  from  Barbadoes  to  fome  port  in 
the  United  States  ;  the  captain  and  crew  turned  on 
{hove  at  St.  John's,  dejiitiite  of  both  money  and  clothes , 
he'mg  pillaged. 

Captured  and  brought  into  port,  and  condemned, 
by  the  privateer  Vengeance,  the  brig  Two  Sifters,  of 
Baltimore,  Captain  Hubbard,  bound  from  Montferat 
to  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas  ;  the  captain  plundered 
of  his  w^earing  apparel,  and  every  other  neceffary 
belonging  to  himfelf  and  crew. 

Captured  and  brought  into  port,  the  bark  Sufan, 

of  Biddeford, Smith  matier,  bound  from 

St.  Vincent's  to  North  Carolina.  Captain  Smith  and 
his  crew  turned  on  fhore  (though  they  folicited 
much  without  eifedl  to  be  left  in  the  bark),  where 
they  remained  at  the  town  of  St.  John's,  at  a  very 
heavy  expenfe,  to  wait  the  ilFue  of  the  bark's  trial 
^t  Guadaloupe,  which  finally  arrived  about  the  mid- 
dle of  May.  Verdidl  of  the  French  tribunal,  cargo 
condemned,  the  veffel  cleared,  but  the  bark's  re- 
gifter,  fea-letter,  and  all  her  other  papers  deftroyed 
or  made  away  with  by  the  captors,  and  the  veffel  fo 
much  pillaged  by  them  as  not  to  be  in  a  ftate  to 
return  to  the  continent. 

Captain  Smith  applied  to  Mr.  Paris,  the  French 
marine  agent  at  Porto  Rico,  to  aflift  him  to  put  the 

c  4  bark 
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barque  in  fuch  a  condition  as  would  enable  him  to 
retuvu  in  her  to  Biddetord,  without  any  redrefs  or 
cfFeft.  Captain  Smith  was  therefore  neceffitated 
to  purcbale  the  American  fchooner  Delight,  which 
was  condemned  ;  in  the  purchafe  of  which  he  was 
joined  by  Captain  Strong,  and  five  or  fix  different 
captured  American  ma  tiers  and  mates  ;  being  the 
only  alternative  they  had  left  to  return  to  America. 

Brought  into  the  port  of  St.  John's  by  a  French 
privateer,  the  male  and  crew  of  a  fchooner  belong- 
ing to  Bolton,  whom  they  turned  on  fhore  without 
a  fccond  fhirt  or  jacket,  or  a  fingle  dollar  in  their 
pockets.  This  fchooner,  name  forgotten,  was  owned 
at  Bofion,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Dunken- 
dorfr,  loaded  at  Tobago,  and  bound  to  Bofion. 
Cleared. 

Brought  into  port  by  the  privateer  Triumph,  the 

brig ,  John  Fry  mailer,  bound  from  Baltimore 

to  St.  Bartholomew's.  After  feveral  days  detention, 
and  loaded  with  innumerable  expenles,  he  was  with 
difiiculty  cleared,  but  on  a  fiipulated  condition  of 
entering  into  a  written  obligation  to  acquit  the 
owner  and  captain  of  the  privateer  from  all  coft  and 


dam.ages. 


CaptainWilliams,  of  Baltimore,  of  the  fchooner — , 
belonging  to  Norfolk,  and  his  people,  were  brought 
toSt.John's  by  the  privateer  Vengeance,  and  turned 
on  fhore  without  a  dollar  in  their  pockets.  'They  lent 
the  fchooner  for  trial  to  St.  Domingo,  where  flic 
was  foon  condemned,  under  pretext  of  not  having 
either  regifter  or  fea-letter,  which  the  captain  of  the 
privateer  was  bale  enough  to  deftroy  or  conceal. 

Taken  by  the  privateer  brig  Vengeance,  and  fince 
condemned,  the  fhip  William,  of  Portland,  Robert 
Strong  mafter ;  bound  from  St.  Kilt's  to  Portland. 
In  a  few  nights  after  the  capture  of  faid  fhip,  the 
mate  of  her,  and  one  failor  and  the  cabin-boy,  whom 
the  privateer  permitted  to  remain  on  board,  took  an 

opportunity, 
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opportunity,  while  the  French  prize-mafler  and  eidit 
Frenchmen  were  napping  or  off  their  <ruard,  to  riCc  on 
them  and  retake  the  iTiip.  In  the  confiidl,  which  ialred 
a  confiderabletime,  the  French  prize-mailer  and  two 
of  the  Frenchmen  were  killed,  and  three  others 
badly  wounded  ;  but,  untbrtunately,  the  next  day  the 
Ihip  William  was  met  near  Porto  Rico  and  retaken 
by  the  French  privateer  Eagle.  Both  from  tlie  crew 
and  owners  of  the  privateers  the  brave  and  intrepid 
American  mate  and  mariner  experienced  every  degree 
of  cruel,  unmanly,  and  lavage  ufage,  difgratefui  to 
be  related.  Thele  two  bold  and  brave  fellows  were 
fent  in  a  few  days  after,  to  fiand  their  trial  before  a 
French  tribunal,  to  St.  Domingo,  in  an  open  boat, 
double  ironed  on  both  legs  and  hands ;  and,  if  report 
laid  or  fpoke  truth,  with  orders  to  throw  them  both 
overboard  if  the  boat  zvas  chafed  by  an  Englifh  crufer. 
The  American  captains,  and  others,  prelented  a  fpi- 
rited  and  humane  memorial  to  the  Spaniih  governor 
of  Porto  Rico,  Don  Raymondo  de  Caftro,  repre- 
fentingthofe  men  as  American  lubjedts,  and  praying 
that  they  might  be  tried  by  the  Spanifn  laws  ;  but 
to  which  he  never  deigned  to  return  an  anfwer. 

Brought    in   by    the    privateer   Vengeance,    the 

fchooner ,  Captain  Jones,  of  Bofton,  who  fold 

his  cargo  at  Guadaloupe,  and  purchafed  a  return 
cargo  there,  bound  for  Bollon.  Captain  Jones  was 
met  by  an  Englifh  cruifer,  and  carried  into  St.  Kitt's ; 
wherg,  after  trial,  he  was  acquitted,  and  permitted 
to  proceed  on  his  voyage  to  Bofion,  but  was  met  in 
a  few  days  after  by  the  above  privateer  Vengeance ; 
and,  merely  under  the  pretext  of  Captain  Jones  be- 
ing at  a  Britifli  ifland,  he  was  again  captured,  from 
whole  clutches  he  was  glad  to  get  clear,  after  feveral 
days  detention,  paying  heavy  port  charges  and  other 
expenfes,  and  being  plundered  of  all  his  llock  and 
fmall  flores. 

Brought  in  by  L'Efpiegle  privateer,  and  fince  con- 
demned, the  brig  Nabby  of  Hartford^  bound  from 

Antigua 
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Antigua  to  New- York,  loaded  with  rum,  fugar,  and 
coffee. 

Alio  the  floop  Hannah,  of  Milford,  fiuce  con- 
demned, bound  to  New-York,  loaded  with  fugar 
and  molaflcs,  from  Martiniro. 

Brought  in  by  the  privateer  Triumphant,  the  brig 
Ceres,  of  New  hern,  James  Moor  matter,  loaded 
with  lumber  for  Trinidad.  So  little  regard  had  the 
owner  or  captain  of  this  privateer  to  laws,  cuftom, 
or  ufage,  that  they  flripped  the  brig  Ceres  entirely 
of  her  Ihrouds,  and  part  of  her  running  rigging  and 
fpars,  with  which  they  again  fitted  out  the  privateer, 
though  the  brig  Ceres'  condemnation  had  not  ar- 
rived when  the  Ihip  Mount  Vernon  left  Porto 
Rico. 

Brought  in  by  a  row-boat  and  eight  men,  and  one 
fwivel  gun,  the  fnow  Harmony  of  Kennehunk, 
Burnham  mafter ;  bound  from  Barbadoes  home 
with  rum.  The  owner  of  this  privateer,  Monf  M. 
Mallet,  Ibid  the  cargo  in  a  few  days  after,  and  the 
vefll'l  in  about  four  v/eeks  after  her  arrival,  though 
no  condemnation  for  her  had  yet  come  to  hand. 

Captured  and  brought  in  by  L'Elpiegle  privateer, 
the  fliip  Kitty,  belonging  to  Mr.  Coppinger  of  Phi- 
ladelphia ;  bound  from  the  Ifle  of  France  to  faid 
port,  loaded  with  coffee,  lugar,  cotton,  indigo,  and 
bale  goods. 

Captain  M'Pherfon,  and  Mr.  Cox  the  fupercargo 
of  the  above  Ihip,  were  confined  on  board  without 
even  having  pcnniliion  to  converle,  or  fee  a  tingle  in- 
dividual, directly  or  iiidirecBily,  or  to  correfpond  with 
the  fhore  by  letter.  They  at  length  found  means,  by 
the  aid  of  Mr.  Bayly,  an  interpreter,  to  have  a  ftrong 
and  urgent  rernonftrance,  flating  their  grievances, 
drawn  up  and  prefented  to  the  Governor  Don  Ray- 
mondo  de  Caltro,  but  to  which  b.is  Excellency 
never  returned  an  anlwer ;  and,  finally,  when  the 
ifland  was  belieged  by  the  Britilb,  they  were  taken 

from 
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from  on  board  the  fhip  with  the  crew,  andclofely  con- 
fined in  prifon,  where  they  yet  languifh  without  any 
profpedl  of  being  hberated,  unlets  by  the  interference 
of  the  Executive  of  their  country.    Five  feamen  of  the 
above  fhip  Kitty,  all  citizens  of  America,  and  withpro- 
tci'-^ions  in  their  pockets,  were  put  on  board  the  Spa- 
nilb  frigate   Tuno  to  be  fent  to  the  Havannah  and 
treated  as  Engiilh  prifoners  of  war.     This  extraordi- 
nary circumftance  happened  on  the  morning  of  the 
day  on  which  the  fhip  Mount  Vernon  was  to  fail ; 
therefore  there  was  no  time  to  be  lofl  to  refcue  thofe 
poor  fellows  from  fuch  a  dreadful  fituation.  A  ftronp- 
and  urgent  reprefentation  was  made  in  their  favour 
by  fome  American   captains  and  others,  that  they 
might  be  put  on  board  the  fhip  Mount  Vernon, 
which  was  at  length  granted  ;  but  not  until  the  very 
inftant  that  the  Ihip  Mount  Vernon  was  weishinjr 
anchor,  when  the  poor  fellows  arrived  from  onboard 
a  guard-boat  from  the  Spanifh  frigate  Juno. 

Some  days  previous  to  the  fhip  Mount  Vernon 
leaving  Porto  Rico,  there  were  thirteen  American 
failors  brought  to  the  town  of  St.  John's  under  a  guard 
of  foldiers  from  the  weft  end  of  the  ifland,  and  put  into 
clofe  prifon,  where  there  were  no  lefs  than  j^fty  ne- 
groes confined.  Thefe  men  v^^ere  all  American  citi- 
zens, and  had  each  of  them  a  protection  ;  being 
part  of  the  crews  belonging  to  the  brig  Induftry  of 
Bofton,  Jofeph  Ryder  mafter,  bound  from  Dema- 
rara  to  Bofion  ;  and  of  the  fchooner  Betfey,  W. 
Sturges,  from  Trinidad  ;  and  the  Ihip  Induftry,  Ro- 
bert Oram  mafter,  of  Portfmouth  (New  Plampfhlre}, 
all  taken  by  a  privateer  and  carried  into  Cape 
Rooke. 

Five  American  captains  being  made  acquainted 
with  the  dreadful  fituation  that  thele  poor  fellows 
were  in,  clofely  confined  in  a  fmall  cell,  and  the 
weather  then  extremely  fultry,  prefented  a  remon- 
^ftrance  to  Ihe  Governor  for  theij  liberation,  which 

was 
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was  granted,  after  their  being  confined  in  a  loath" 
ibme  priibn  nine  days  ;  but  on  condition  that  they 
would  pay  the  gaol  fees,  and  that  they  fhould  take 
them  on  board  their  dilFercnt  vellels  off  the  ifland. 

Thofe  thirteen  mariners  agree  in  their  feveral  ac- 
counts of  what  Captain  Merrihew  heard  reported 
before,  at  the  town  of  St.  John's  ;  that  the  French 
privateers  had  taken  within  a  fhort  time  feveral  other 
American  veffels,  and  brought  them  into  the  differ- 
ent ports  of  the  fouth  and  welt  part  of  the  ifland  of' 
Porto  Rico.  Some  of  the  captains,  to  the  number 
of  five  or  fix,  as  well  as  the  crews  of  thofe  veffels, 
took  their  paffage  in  a  Danifli  bark  bound  to  St. 
Croix  from  Cape  Rooke  ;  it  being  the  bell  opportu- 
nity that  was  prefented  to  them  to  return  home,  at'ter 
lofing  their  veirels. 

Captain  Merrihew  cannot  conclude  his  recital 
without  mentioning  a  matter  that  happened  to  him 
and  the  other  American  veffels  at  the  port  of  St. 
John's,  during  the  early  part  of  the  fiege  of  that 
town  by  the  Britilb  ;  on  which  he  would  not  pre- 
iume  to  comment,  but  leave  it  to  an  impartial  pub- 
lic to  draw  what  inference  they  think  proper  from  lb 
extraordinary  a  circumftance. 

On  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  of  the  fiege  the  Britifh 
brought  feveral  mortars  to  bear  on  the  town,  and  on 
the  fhipping  in  the  harbour  ;  which,  of  confequencc, 
induced  the  fhipping  for  their  pretervation  to  remove 
to  a  greater  diftance  round  a  point  of  land  ;  in  per- 
forming which,  as  is  always  cuftomary,  five  or  fix 
American  veffels  then  in  port  hoilted  tlieir  colours, 
to  prevent  the  Britifh  firing  or  annoying  them  while 
they  were  thus  anxioully  employed  in  removing 
their  veffels  to  a  place  of  lafety.  llie  neceflity  of 
hoiliing  their  American  colours  was  evident,  as  the 
French  prize-mailer  of  the  American  Ihip  Kitty  of 
Philadelphia,  in  omitting  to  ufe  this  precaution,  was 
pearly  inUrumental  in  the  lofs  of  the  Ihip  ;  ibe  being 

fired 
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fired  at,  and  ftfuckby  a  lliell,  which  went  through  her 
quarter-deck,  but  fortunately  happened  to  lodge  in  a 
barrel  of  rice,  which  choked  the  fufee  for  the  moment, 
until  the  people  extinguifhed  it  without  doing  further 
damage  to  the  Ihip.  But  in  about  an  hour  after,  the 
Captain  of  the  port,  Don  Hurtado,  came  on  board 
the  Mount  Vernon,  and  every  other  American  veffel, 
and  demanded,  in  the  moft  haughty  tone  of  lan- 
guage, their  velfels'  colours,  which  were  not  re-, 
turned  them  until  after  the  Britifh  abandoned  the 
fiege*. 


Monday,   12^'' June. 

Peace  with  the  Emperor, — Bofton,  June  8.— Yef- 
terday  afternoon  arrived  here  the  fhip  Teleraachus, 
CapfainPrentiis,  in  thirty  days  from  Liverpool  ;  by 
whom  we  have  received  London  papers  to  May  4, 
which  contain  Paris  news  to  April  28th,  much  later 
than  before  received.  Thefe  papers  abound  with 
events  of  the  greateft  magnitude. 

The  article  moft  interefting  to  Americans,  con- 
tains well-corroborated  accounts  that  preliminaries  of 
peace  had  been  figncd  between  the  Emperor  and 
the  French  Republic,  having  been  concluded  by 
the  Archduke  Charles  and  General  Buonaparte. 
The  events  which  led  to  this  meafure  were  an  un- 

*  Will  any  one  tell  me  then,  that  independence  is  fo  very  great  a 
blefling  as  it  has  been  held  to  be  ?  Can  this  ■vjord,  this  mere  namgy 
iTiake  up  for  the  loffes,  the  innumerable  infults,  the  inconceivable 
mortification  that  the  people  of  thefe  "  independent'^  States  are 
compelled  to  bear  ?  I  enter  not  into  the  fubjeft  of  difpute  bctweea 
Great  Britain  and  her  American  Colonies,  which  led  to  their  inde- 
pendence ;  nor  do  I  know  that,  the  quarrel  once  begun,  independ- 
ence was  not  unavoidable;  but  la  flert  that,  abftraftedly  confi- 
dered,  this  independence  was  a  great  evil  to  America  ;  and  I 
greatly  fear  that,  inftead  of  profit  and  honour,  it  will  finally  prove 
a  fource  of  mifery  and  difgrace. 

z  exampled 
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exampled  ferles  of  victories  by  the  French  army  in 
Italy  over  the  Auftrians,  in  which  the  latter  loft  be- 
tween fifteen  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prilbners ;  great  quantities  of  am  -m 
iiition,  military  ftores,  provilions,  &:c.  and  rv/o 
Tnillions  worth  of  quicklilver  from  the  mines  of 
Idria.  Our  corroborations  of  this  intellifrence  are, 
iirft,  Mr.  Fox  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons, 
the  3d  of  May,  announced  the  event,  and  Mr.  Pitt 
did  not  contradift  it.  Second,  the  French  Execu- 
tive Diredtory,  on  the  26th  of  April,  in  a  meirage 
to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  lay,  a  difpatch  from 
General  Mortau  is  terminated  by  the  following 
poftlcript :  "  A  courier  which  I  received  this  mo- 
ment from  General  Buonaparte,  announces  me  the 
figning  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace  with  the  Em- 
peror.'" This  mefiage  created  the  livelieil  emo- 
tions of  joy,  as  the  harbinger  of  a  fpeedy  peace. 
Third,  the  Diredfory,  in  another  melfage  on  the 
fame  day  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  refpe6ling 
the  French  Colonies,  fay,  ^'The  Conflitution  ought 
DOt  to  be  put  in  activity  until  after  the  peace ;  but 
every  thing  announces  that  this  peace  will  be  con- 
cluded in  lefs  than  a  month.'*  It  m.ay  be  neceflary 
hereto  ftate,  that  the  reafon  why  the  Direilory  did 
j)ot  receive  a  courier  from  Buonaparte  announcing 
the  above  event  as  early  as  General  Morcau,  was, 
that  General  Buonaparte,  in  order  to  ftop  the  ufelefs 
cfllifion  of  blood,  direcfted  the  courier  he  lent  with 
tlic  intelligence  to  proceed  to  Morcau's  and  Hoche's 
armv  on  the  Rhine  before  he  went  to  Paris.  Fourth, 
General  X'ernier,  Governor  of  Straiburg  (on  the 
Rhine),  announced  by  the  found  of  trumpet  on  the 
24th  of  April,  a  letter  from  General  Regnier  to  Ge- 
neral Vaudamme,  as  follows  :  "  I  have  the  pleature 
to  inform  you,  General,  that  the  preliminaries  of  a 
peace  have  juft  been  figned  by  the  army  of  Italy  ; 
aiid  an  armiliice  has  jull  been  proclaimed  between 
4  the 
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the  Auftrian  army  and  that  of  the  Rhine  and  Mo- 
felle  ;  and,  in  confequence,  you  v\'ill  ceafe  all  hoftili- 
ties,  and  the  advanced  polts  will  remain  in  the  fame 
polition."  This  event  cauled  unufual  demonflra- 
tions  of  joy  at  Strafoiirg,  which  was  brilliantly  illu- 
minated. At  Paris  numerous  difcharges  of  artillery 
announced  the  peace  ;  bufinefs  was  fufpended,  and 
the  ftrcets  and  gardens  refounded  with  the  fhouts  of 
Vivela  Vaix  I  Vhe  la  Repuhlique !  Fifth;  General 
Leclerc  arrived  at  Paris  from  the  army  ;  left  the 
two  Generals  fettling  the  preliminaries  of  peace. 
General  Buonaparte  required,  that  the  formal 
acknowledgment  of  the  French  Republic  by  the 
Emperor  fnould  be  expunged  from  the  treaty,  as 
the  Republic  ftood  not  in  need  of  it  for  its  exiftence. 
A  number  of  lefs  prominent  occurrences  convince  us 
that  peace  now  exifts  between  the  French  Republic 
and  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 

It  will  be  afked,  Does  the  peace  include  Great 
Britain  ?  We  can  give  no  decilive  anfwer  on  this 
head.  A  Paris  paper  of  the  26th  April  lays,  "The 
Dire6lory  alfo  reckon  on  a  peace  with  England  :'* 
and  on  the  2d  of  May  the  Britifh  Parliament  voted 
one  million  eight  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds  loan  to  the  Emperor  ;  likewife  provifion  for 
guaranteeing  three  million  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  to  be  raifed  on  account  of  the  Emperor. 
This  was  on  the  day  the  news  arrived  of  the  Em- 
peror's having  made  peace  ;  the  officiality  of  which, 
Mr.  Pitt  feemed  unfatisfied  with  ;  but  told  the  Houfc 
if  it  was  neceflary  to  ftop  the  loan,  it  could  be  done 
in  any  ftage  of  the  bill. 

The  conditions  of  the  peace  are  varioufiy  ftated. 
Some  fay  that  "  Auftria  confents  to  the  boundaries, 
of  the  Rhine  and  the  Alps,  and  the  liberty  of  Lorn- 
bardy  and  Mantua."  Others  ftate  the  conditions  to 
be,  'Mil,  the  independence  of  Italy.  2d.  The  eef- 
iioii   of  part  of  Upper    Auftria  to  the   Prince   of 

Orange, 


^  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

Orange.     3d,  The  expenfcs  of  the  war  to  be  paid 
bv  the  Emperor. 

The  French  armies  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Rhine 
both  palied  that  river  about  the  19th  of  ApriL  Ge- 
neral Moreau  attacked  and  carried,  at  noon-day,  the 
Itronfj;  poft  of  Kcht  ;  before  7  o'clock  planted  the 
(ri- coloured  flag  on  th.e  battlements  of  that  very 
Kehl  which  they  had  defended  for  fifty-two  days 
ao-ainlt  Prince  Charles  and  all  the  viirour  of  his  ve- 
tcran  army.  General  Hoche  eilablillied  his  poli- 
tion  on  the  right  tide  of  the  Rhine,  after  a  pitched 
battle,  and  three  actions,  in  which  he  took  feveii 
thonfand  prifoners,  twenty-feven  cannon,  iGYcn 
ftandards,  and  lixty  waggons. 


j477ierican  Traitors. — To  the  Editor  of  a  hojion  Pa- 
per :  Paris,  March  29. — "  To  the  difgrace  of  our 
country,  and  its  degradation,  in  the  eyes  even  of 
Frenchmen,  there  are  a  number  of  Americans,  who, 
forgetful  of  every  obligation  which  binds  man  to 
man,  are  engaged  in  fitting  out  privateers  to 
crnife  againit  the  American  commerce  ;  and  whofe 
folicitations  have  been  highly  infirumental  in  pro- 
curing the  unjuii;  orders  refpccting  American  velfels, 
which  have  been  iflfued  by  the  Dire6lory.  I  know 
not  the  names  of  all  the  perlbns  thus  concerned, 
but  am  made  acquainted,  that  among  them  the  fol- 
lowing make  a  boafi  of  their  depredations,  viz. 
Captain  John  Coiiin  Whitney,  Captain  Wil- 
liam Cohell,  Mr.  William  Allis,  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Callender,  and  Mr.  Samuel  "LLitch,  all  of 
your  place,  or  its  vicinity.  There  are  others  whom 
I  have  heard  named  ;  but  they  have  been  afliamed 
of  their  conduct,  and  have  done  all  in  their  power 
to  repair  it.  I  fympathize  with  the  friends,  parents, 
and  connexions  of  the  perfons  named  ;  as  they  muft 
condemn  a  cupidity  which  gratifies  itfelf  at  the  ex- 
pcnle  of  patriotilin  ;  and,  to  retcue  myfelf  and  other 
Americans  h<-re  tiom  the  general  imputation,  I  mufi: 

requefl 
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request  that  you  make  this  as  public  as  you  can. 
Captain  Tliomas  Lewis,  of  Marblehcad  ;  Ellery,  of 
Cape  Ann ;  feveral  New-Yorkers,  and  Mouthers, 
are  on  the  fame  black  lift." 

Spajiijh  Cruelty. — New- York,  June  10.  Captain 
Pratt,  juft  arrived  from  Carthagena,  reports  that, 
while  he  lay  there,  the  fchooner  Polly  and  Jenny, 
Captain  Parfons,  of  fourteen  guns,  from  Jamaica, 
was  brought  in  there  ;  which,  after  an  engagement 
of  two  hours  with  two  Spanifh  privateers,  one  of 
lixteen,  the  other  of  ten  guns,  to  the  leeward  of 
Carthagena,  was  boarded  ;  the  Captain,  firfi:  and 
fecond  lieutenant,  furgeoUj  and  two  of  the  people, 
murdered  in  the  cabin  !  The  Captain  was  hauled 
upon  deck,  and  had  his  head  chopped  off!  Thofe 
who  were  not  Englifhmen  on  board  efcaped  this 
treatment.  This  was  told  Captain  Pratt  by  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Polly  and  Jenny's  crew. 

Mutiny  in  the  Fleet. — Bofton  (fame  date  as  the 
above  article).  A  ferious  mutiny  broke  out  in  the 
whole  Britifli  channel  fleet  the  15th  of  April.  On 
that  day,  when  Admiral  Bridport  ordered  the  fleet 
to  prepare  for  fea,  inflead  of  weighing  anchor,  the 
crew  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  gave  three  cheers  as  a 
iignal  of  difaffedlion  ;  as  the  plan  had  been  preme- 
ditated, the  reft  of  the  crew  followed.  The  officers, 
thunder- ftruck,  could  do  nothing.  They  were  foon 
all  confined,  and  ropes  hung  from  the  fore-yard  arm 
in  terrorem  to  the  unpopular  of  the  fleet.  Deputies 
from  each  fhip  repaired  on  board  the  Queen  Char- 
lotte, a  flrll  rate  ;  and  the  mutiny,  in  confequence 
of  an  intemperate  procedure  of  Admiral  Gardner, 
aflTumed  the  mofl  alarming  afpedt.  The  demands 
of  the  feamen  were  an  advance  of  pay  to  thirty  fhil- 
lings  per  month  ;  a  due  allowance  of  proviflons  ;  a 
more  equal  diftribution  of  prize-money,  and  the  dif- 
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placement  of  Icvcral  obnoxious  officers,  Thefe  de- 
mands created  the  molt  alarming  apprebcniions  in 
the  Britilh  Mrnittr}- ;  but  they  were  complied  with 
in  their  fullett  extent.  Admiral  Bridport  communi- 
cated to  the  crews  the  conceifion  of  the  Government, 
and  a  pardon  from  the  King  ;  on  which  they  all  re- 
turned to  their  duty.  The  contagion  Ipread  through 
every  port  in  England. 

A  new  loan  of  i8,ooo,ooo/.  was  carried  In  the 
Honfe  of  Commons  INiay  2,    193  againft  ^o. 

No  intellijrence  had  been  received  from  Mr. 
Hammond,  who  had  been  fent  to  Vienna  on  a  paci- 
fic embairv. 

Twenty-one  counties,  cities,  and  towms,  have 
petitioned  for  peace  and  the  dilinifTal  of  Pitt.  Other 
counties  were  aflembling. 

Three  per  cent,  conibls,  May  4,  48  1-2  *. 


Tuesday,    13^^  Ju'n'e. 

Paine  s  Galhinfry. — Some  of  the  papers  fport  Mr. 
Thomas  Paine  as  a  man  of  gallantry.  They  fay, 
fincc  his  lait  trip  to  Paris,  he  was  caught  on  his 
knees  at  a  lady's  feet  by  her  liulband.  The  French- 
man, aitonilhed  at  what  he  faw^,  exclaimed,  "  f'af- 
the  de-vll  be  you  doings  Citizen  Paine  f' — "  Only"  re- 
phed  Paine,  '•'  mea/uring  y our  lady  for  a  pair  of  Ji ays T 
The  Frenchman,  quite  pleated  with  Tom's  anfwer, 
hjf.d,  and  thanked  him  for  his  politenefs. 

*  To  infert  articles  of  foreign  news  is  contrary  to  my  plan  ;  and 
I  have  only  given  a  place  to  thei'e  two  articles  by  way  of  preferving 
the  date  of  the  ni&ft  diiireffing  news  that  ever  reached  nie.  Wc 
now  [1799]  know  that  a  great  deal  of  what  is  contained  in  thefe 
article^  was  r.ilfc  ;  but  we  alio  Anew,  that  too  much  of  it  was  true. 
Never  was  England  fo  near  the  brink  of  deftruftion.  I  never  felc 
any  tl:in^  like  doubt,  as  to  the  relult  of  the  war,  except  at  the 
leceipt  Of  this  news  ;  and  then  I  confefs  I  was  alarmed,  though  I 
did  not  delpair.  1  ftill  relied  on  the  virtue  and  bravery  of  the  na- 
tion ;  but  the  gloom  was  fuch  as  I  could  not  fee  through. 

W'ldnesday, 
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Wednesday,   14''^  June. 

Definition  of  a  Patriot. — To  Peter  Porcupine.  A 
correlpondent  of  yours  in  one  of  vour  paper?,  in 
noticing  Ibme  flridures  by  the  O'Careys.  has  g'ven 
them  the  fignificant  title  of  Irilh  patriots.  As  the 
etymological  hiltory  of  this  word  is  not,  perhaps, 
very  generally  underitood,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  handins;  you  the  followino;  definition. 

The  \^ Old  patriot  has  its  origin  from  one  Pat,  an 
Irifhman,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 
He  v/as  a  very  turbulent  and  noify  fellow  ;  always 
raving  again  ft  the  then  republican  Government,  and 
often  kicking  up  a  Riot :  from  whence,  the  people 
iifed  to  obferve  on  thefe  occafions,  that  Pat  riots. 
The  two  words  have  lince  become  one,  by  being 
modelled  into  that  o( patriot. 


Mr.  Pinckney, — Letter  from  Harrifbnrg.  Si  11,  Tt 
appears  that  our  rejetled  envoy  pofFclies  the  Chrit*- 
tian  virtue  of  humility  in  an  eminent  degree  ;  when 
he  is  Imltten  upon  one  cheek  he  very  cordially  turns 
the  other,  and  fervently  prays  for  his  enemies,  though 
they  defpitefuUy  ule  and  perfecute  him.  Notwith- 
flanding  his  country  has  been  loaded  with  every  in- 
dignity that  a  French  Direclory  is  capable  of  oifer- 
ing,  and  himfelf  treated  with  every  perfonal  infult, 
except  the  lafr,  that  of  being  whipped  or  kicked  out  of 
France  (which,  from  every  appearance,  wotdd  have 
been  the  cafe  had  he  continued  there  much  longer), 
he  concludes  one  of  his  difpatches  to  Mr.  Pickering 
in  thefe  rem/irkable  words  :  '*  No  perfonal  flights  can 
prevent  me  from  moft  earneftly  prayins;  that  the  in- 
dependence and  liberty  of  France  may  be  tirmly  te- 
cured  by  a  fpeedy  and  honourable  peace."  He  dates 
one  of  his  letters  to  La  Croix,  "  yth  Piuvlofe,"  ad- 
dreflei  i]im  by  the  title  of  '*  C/V/s^«  Mini  Iter,"  and 

2  2  concludes. 
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concludes,  *'  Accept  the  alTurance  of  my  perfeB  con- 
fide rat  ion.''''  This  (ridiculous  and  contemptible  at  all 
times)  is,  in  the  prefent  poflure  of  afi'airs,  mean, 
fervile,  and  degrading.  If  he  could  have  fqueezed 
in  "  falut  et  fraternite,"  we  fhould  have  had  a 
complete  formulary  of  republican  epiftolary  cant; 
though  we  have  no  right  to  complain,  as  he  has 
done  tolerably  well,  conlidering  the  fhortnefs  of  the 
letter  alluded  to.  When  did  the  people  of  America 
adopt  this  jargon  ?  1  believe  we  are  all  fully  fatisfied 
with  our  old  mode  of  Ityle  and  addrefs,  and  have  not 
yet  feen  the  neccffity  of  an  alteration ;  particularly 
to  footh  and  flatter  a  nation  which  is  at  this  moment 
trampling  upon  our  deareft  rights  and  adding  infult 
to  injury.  And  yet,  after  fpending  many  days  in  de- 
bating whether  any  infults  have  been  offered  to  our 
country,  Congrefs  have  at  length  determined  the 
point  in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of  two  votes 
(fifty  to  forty-eight).  O  my  country  !  how  art  thou 
fallen  !  An  American. 

[The  above  remarks  are  juft  fuch  as  I  would  wifh 
to  have  been  the  author  of.  Mr.  Pinckney  certainly 
did  not  behave  with  the  dignity  of  a  Minifler  from 
an  independent  State.  What  has  been  termed  pru* 
dence,  and  calimiefs,  will  meet  with  another  name 
from  the  voice  of  other  nations,  and  from  the  pen  of 
the  hiltorian  ;  and  as  to  the  adoption  of  the  atheift 
calendar,  it  falls  little  Ihort  of  the  apoilate  cere- 
mony of  trampling  upon  the  crofs.] 


Thursday,  15'^'  June. 

S'leyes. — From  a  Paris  paper  of  April  11.  '^  A 
monftcr,  a  priefr,  ci-devant  curate  of  Dragui- 
"  gnan,  entered  this  morning  the  houfe  of  Sieyes, 
"  member  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  under 
pretence  of  aiking  Ibme  relief,  and  fhot  him  with 
«i  pillol.  Sieyes,  while  he  was  endeavouring  to 
1  "  put 
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*'  put  alide  the  pillol  from  liis  breaf^  with  his  left 
**  hand,  received  two  balls  in  his  ann  ;  a  third  grazed 
**  his  haunch.  The  wound,  though  deep,  fortu- 
"  nately  does  not  appear  to  be  mortal.  Poul  is  the 
"  name  of  the  aflaffin,  a  relation  of  the  famous 
preacher  of  that  name.  He  is  arrefted.  A  num- 
ber of  papers  were  found  upon  him,  of  which  we 
do  not  yet  know  the  contents  *.'* 


French  Intrigues  in  Georgia. — The  following  letter 
was  received  by  Saturday's  pofl,  but  it  came  too  late 
for  inlertion  on  that  day.  The  reader  will  perceive 
that  it  is  written  by  a  foreigner,  and  will  make  al- 
lowances accordingly. 

Charlejlony  id  J  line y   1797. 
Mr.  Peter  Porcupine, 

If  you  flattered  yourfelf  becaufe  Adel's  diplomatic 
blunderbufs  has  made  no  great  execution  in  a  north- 
ern dire6tion,  it  would   have  flill    Icfs  eiFe6l  in  3-- 
fouthern  one,  let  me  tell  you  that  you  are  greatly 
miftaken. 


*  A  Paris  newfmonger  may  call  this  expulfed  prieft  a  monfter, 
if  he  pleafes,  nor  will  any  one  attempt  to  jiiftity  him  ;  but  if  ever 
an  aflaffin  deferved  to  be  called  an  avenger  of  his  country's  wrongs, 
he  who  puts  an  end  to  the  life  of  the  infamous  ^ieyes  will  moft  cer- 
tainly deierve  it.  This  wretch  was  himfelf  a  Romifti  clergyman,  and 
(as  is  common  with  apoftates)  become  the  moft  lavage  of  the  per- 
fecutors  of  the  body  to  which  he  had  belonged.  He  was  one  of 
thofe  whom  Playfair  (in  his  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm)  reprefents  as 
celebrating  with  every  demonlf  ration  ot  joy  the  bloody  maflacres  of 
St.  Domingo ;  and  he  is  well  known  to  be  the  man  who  had  the 
principal  part  in  organizing  the  holy  infurredion  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  for  which  he  afterwards  paffed  I'entence  of  death  on  his 
Sovereign. 

He  has  been  of  all  parties,  and  well  with  all.  In  a  contro- 
verfy  with  Tom  Paine  he  defended  monarchy  as /rf/>ra^/^  to  a 
repuhlic.  He  has  fucceffively  adled  with  Briffot,  Marat,  Danton, 
Robefpierre,  Ban  ere,  Tallien,  and  is  at  this  moment  (if  the  world 
is  not  delivered  of  him)  active,  plotting,  under  the  devil  of  the  five 
tyrants.  So  that,  1  think,  the  Pans  newfiuonger  might  have  ap- 
plied the  term  viotijln  to  the  patient  rather  than  to  the  dodor. 

D  ^  To 
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To  convince  yuu  ot  your  error,  know  then  (and  I 
am  told  it  is  no  more  a  Itcret)  that  warlike  prepara- 
tions are  mwde  in  ibme  part  of  Georfiia,  either  to  fly 
to  the  afliltance  of  the  town  of  St.  Auguftine,  fup- 
poled  to  be  attacked  before  long  by  the  Englilh, 
or  to  take  a  previous  polTeffon  of  it  and  of  the 
v.iiole  provii.'Ce  of  Eaft  Florida  in  the  name  of  the 
French  Republic.  Know  that,  befides  leveral  re- 
cruits of  that  narion,  about  iiiteen  hundred  of  our 
own  coiuitr\men  from  the  back  parts  of  the  fouthern 
States,  are  in  nadinels  to  march  on  that  expedi- 
tion, undt  r  the  command  of  General  Clarke,  and 
headed  by  Spanifh,  German,  and  French  officers. 
Know,  that  the  monies  drauchled  out  of  the  treafu- 
ries  of  their  Siate  by  the  Lcgiflature  to  pay  its  pri- 
vate debt  to  France,  are  employed  by  her  Agent  for 
clothinfi.  paying,  and  fiiting  out  with  arms  ar)d 
ammunitions  that  body  of  men,  in  joint  expenfes 
w  ith  tb.  Spanilii  ConfuL  Know,  that  a  certain  Frei:ich 

Baron,  de  B y,  who  came  laft  year  to  this  city  from 

Philadelphici  in  company  with  the  Duke  of  Liancourt, 
under  a  diiguiie  very  often  adopted  in  this  part  of 
the  world  by  French  ipies,  that  of  itinerant  bota- 
nilts  ;  and  who  went  back  by  himfelf  to  Pliiladelphia 
by  land  upon  the  very  identical  track  of  Monheur 
Genet,  is  jufl  returned  again,  and  landed  in  this 
town,  where  his  tirfi  queition  has  been,  What  is 
the  people's  opinion  about  the  new  Prefident's  fpeech 
to  Congrefs  ? 

You  may  therefore  conclude,  IMr.  Porcupine,  from 
the  al'pe(^i  of  things  in  thefc  fouthern  States,  that 
Ibmc  blows  are  prepared  in  the  dark  which  will  foon 
endanger  their  internal  peace  and  welfare ;  and 
that  if  Adet's  material  body  is  returned  to  the  land 
of  Pluviofe  and  Kilialetre,  his  intriguing  genius, 
like  the  proph  lying  fpirit  of  Elias,, remains  Mattered 
among  his  difciplcs  on  this  continent. 

I  am  yours,  Carolinieiissis. 

3  FRIDAY5 
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Friday,  i6'^  June. 

"Buonaparte  s  Rapacity  and  Cruelty. — London,  May 
5.  A  letter  fromjMilan  of  the  21ft  ult.  written  by  a 
gentleman  of  known  refpedability,  ftates  the  follow- 
ing particulars  refpe6\infi:  the  fcandalous  conduct  of 
the  French  General  in  Italy,  whofe  virtue  and  gene- 
rofity  we  have  ibmetimes  extolled  in  the  mofl  enthn- 
iiaftic  ft  rain  : 

"  The  French  owed  the  Venetians  about  iS  mil- 
lions for  grain,  cattle,  &c.  as  the  inhabitants  of  the 
continental  dominions  of  the  Republic  of  Venice 
had  chiefly  furniihed  thele  articles.  The  French 
have  difcharged  this  debt,  by  bringing  about  a  revo- 
lution in  thele  provinces,  which  are  likewife  fure  to 
be  pillaged  in  the  fame  manner  as  Lombardy.  Im- 
menfe  contributions  will  be  impofed  as  the  price  of 
liberty  ;  public  and  private  property  will  be  plun- 
dered, and  all  young  men  forced  to  enlift,  or  fly, 
that,  in  the  latter  cafe,  their  eftates  may  be  confif- 
cated.  Buonaparte,  at  the  time  he  ligned  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  Pope,  invited  againll  his  Holinels 
the  dutchy  of  Urbino,  which  has  lately  been  revo- 
lutionized. After  having  induced  the  Grand  Duke 
ofTul'cany  to  pay  four  million  of  livres  on  condi- 
tion of  the  French  garrifon  being  withdrawn  from 
Leghorn,  he  has  ordered  it  to  be  again  occupied  by 
a  whole  diviiion.  The  very  moment  the  Itate  of 
Genoa  had  ranfomed  itfelf,  all  its  fubjcdls  who  pof- 
fefledany  property  in  the  Imperial  fiefs,  were  erullicd 
with  taxes.  Prince  Doria  has  paid  150,000  livres; 
and  the  Fiefques,  the  Balbis,  and  others,  have  beea 
faddled  with  enormous  fums. 

"Buonaparte  has  extorted  from  Lombard.y  130 
jiiillions  in  money  and  merchandile,  without  taking 
into  the  account  the  fpoliations  of  churches,  the 
pillage  of  private  propertv,  and  the  robberies  com- 
^nitted  v^'ith  arms  in  hand.     Three  hours  \vecr  fuf- 

p  4  licier. 
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ficient  for  General  MafTena  to  feize  on  the  Mount 
of  Piety  at  Milan,  containing  precious  effect's,  to 
the  amount  of  fifteen  niiUions  of  Hvres,  and  on  the 
cheftsofthe  hofpitals,  communities,  he.  The  fame 
line  of  condu6t  was  obferved  by  the  French  generals 
at  Bologna,  Modena,  and  Ferrara.  All  the  furniture 
of  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  at  Monza  has  been  pil- 
laged. This  prince  had  removed  a  conliderable 
part  of  his  efFedts  to  Bergamo,  a  neutral  town  ;  but 
Buonaparte  ordered  them  to  be  carried  off  by 
force,  and  a  piece  of  furniture  worth  fifty  thoufand 
livres,  with  which  the  late  Queen  of  France  had  pre- 
fented  the  Archdutchefs,  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  his 
■wife. 

''  Salicetti  has  by  thefe  means  raifcd  a  fortune  of 
four  millions;  Buonaparte,  a  flill  greater;  and  all 
the  other  generals  and  commifTioners  have  colle6ted 
confiderable  wealth. 

"  In  addition  to  the  robberies  committed,  Buona-< 
parte  has  received  confiderable  fums  from  Genoa, 
Venice,  and  the  Pope,  on  his  promifing  to  fpare 
them.  As  to  the  dire6l  contribution  in  money, 
Lombardy  has  paid  upwards  of  fixty-five  millions. 
As  the  capital  in  circulation  did  not  amount  to  more 
than  twenty  millions,  it  became  necefTary  to  dif- 
charge  the  remainder  in  merchandife,  plate,  and 
with  money  borrowed  at  Genoa.  Count  Litta,  after 
having  paid  500,000  livres,  has  fled  for  fear  of  worfe 
treatment,  and  Count  Grepi  to  pay  900,000  livres. 
All  the  inhabitants  of  Milan  had  been  ordered,  on 
pai]i  of  confiibation  and  banifhment,  to  return  to 
town  ;  and  now  the  permillion  to  withdraw  to  their 
villas  is  fold  them  for  4000  livres  per  mon«h.  Mar- 
chefi,  the  celebrated  linger,  having  refuted  to  appear 
on  the  flage,  was  ordered  by  Buonaparte  to  quit 
Lombardy  within  three  days,  and  not  to  return  on 
pain  of  death. 

"  A  beautiful  pafTage  of  TafTo's  Jerufalem  ap- 
pears 
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pears  extremely  appropriate  to  the  prefent  ftate 
of  Italy.  It  is  thus  tranllated  by  the  elegant  Mr. 
Hoole : 

"  Shall  then  a  favage  race,  whofe  barbarous  mind 
No  reafon  governs,  and  no  laws  can  bind — ■ 
Shall  thefe,  infatiateftill  of  wealth  and  blood, 
Lay  on  our  willing  necks  the  fervileload  ? 
Such  are  the  fuftering  and  th'  infulting  fcorn. 
Which  feven  long  years  onr  paffive  train  has  borne  : 
That  diftant  Rome  may  blufli  to  hear  our  fliame, 
And  future  times  reproach  th'  Italian  name." 


'  French  and  Spaniards  unite  to  plunder  the  Ameri- 
cans.— The  fhip  Alfred,  of  Boiton,  Captain  Afguith, 
bound  from  Liibonto  Saffee,  with  12,000  dollars  on 
board,  was  captured  by  a  French  privateer,  who 
took  out  the  money,  and  put  it  in  the  privateer,  and 
put  men  on  board  to  bring  her  into  Ceuta  ;  but  on 
the  14th  of  April  was  captured  by  Admiral  Jervls, 
who  liberated  her,  and  deiired  the  Captain  to  go  to 
Cadiz  to  feek  redrefs  for  the  money,  and  on  the 
night  of  the  6th  the  Captain  ran  the  fhip  on  fliore, 
fix  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Cadiz.  The  Captain 
and  crew,  on  their  arrival  at  Cadiz,  were  put  in  irons 
in  the  caftle  called  Santa  Pietre. 


Saturday,  17^^  June. 

Pofi-office  RafcaVity. — It  will  be  recollected,  per  • 
haps,  that  I  fometime  ago  publicly  complained  of 
the  injury  I  was  likely  io  fuflain  from  the  foul  play 
Ihown  to  my  paper,  in  its  paflage  to  diftant  places. 
I  then  intimated,  that  it  muft  certainly  be  alcribable 
to  the  poft-mafters  on  the  road;  and  I  think  the 
following  extract  of  a  letter  will  convince  the  pub- 
]ic,that  my  charge  was  not  ill  founded. 

"  Stockhridge,  MaJJachufetts,  Sth  June,  I'jg^- 

^*  Sir,  By  the  affillance   of  Mr. ,  I  have 

"  become 
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"  become  a  fubicriber  for  your  Gazette.  I  received 
'^  your  papers  regularly  for  two  or  three  weeks,  but 
*'  fince  that,  for  leveral  fucceffive  v\eeks,  the  hills  of 
"  fojiage  have  come,  but  rioi  a  fiygle  faper.  I  am 
*'  much  difappouited,  as  I  valued  your  GazcUe  more 
*'  highly  than  any  other  paper  \vc  receive,  and  in- 
*'  tended  to  preferve  them  with  the  utmofl  care.  I 
**  am  not  inclined  to  tliink  that  the  poft -matter  at 
**  Philadelphia  is  ^o  inattentive  as  to  fend  a  bill 
"  weekly,  and  om'il  fending  the  papers  ;  but  it  is  owing 
**  to  the  treachery  o^  iomc  fcoundrel on  the  road." 

From  the  Inlls  of  fofage  having  regularly  got  to 
hand,  it  is  clear,  that  the  papers  were  as  regularly 
lodged  in  the  poft  ofi-ice  here,  and  as  they  have  not 
arrived  at  Slorkhridge,  they  muft  have  been  dctamed 
bv  fome  po/i-majler  or  pof-  maflers. 

I  have  complaints  of  the  lame  kind  from  the 
neiiihbourhood  o{ Frederick fbun^h.  and  trom  the  town 
o(  NorfJk,  at  which  latter  place,  the  printer?  WilJet 
and  O'Connor,  who  have  always  had  a  paper  legu- 
jarlv  lent,  without  a  finirle  omiffion,  complain  of 
nei'er  havhg  received  one. 

To  fupprefs  fo  dafi.ardly  and  atTaflln-like  a  con- 
fpiracy  agaiij't  the  liberty  of  the  prtl>,  and  fo  con- 
temptuous a  violation  of  the  law  of  the  Union,  I  am 
induced  to  offer  to  any  one  who  will  give  informa- 
tion agninll  a'-:y  poft-malter,  or  deputy,  who  fliall 
ftcal,  or  by  dt :..  nlion,  or  otherwife retard  the  progrefs 
of  Porcupine's-  Gazette,  fo  that  the  laid  poft-mafter, 
or  deput}',  may  be  profecuted  to  conviction,  the  funi 
of  five  hundred  dollars  ;  and  I  do  hereby  offer,  and 
cnirac;e  mvl'elf  to  Day  the  laid  fum  to  fuch  informer, 
in  ten  days  after  fuch  conviction  fhall  take  place  in 
any  of  the  courts  of  the  Tj'nited  States  of  A.merica. 

Wm.  Cobeett, 

Vli'iludelph'ia,Jnne  15,  1797. 

farfuiVit^ 
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TariiaTity  for  France. — Mk.  Porcupine,  The 
fear  (;f  offending  France,  and  the  danger  of  bringing 
on  ourfelves  her  terrible  arms,  is  the  burden  ol  the 
fong  wifh  all  the  oppofition  members  in  Congrefs, 
Ahliough  they  are  icnlible  that  our  commerce  is  in 
danger  of*  being  annihilated,  and  that  our  Teamen 
will  all  deft-rt  into  foreign  fervice,  if  Government 
does  not  take  fomeeffec'tual  means  to  protect  them  ; 
that  prote6lion  is  as  much  a  duly  as  allegiance,  and 
repugnant  neither  to  the  law  of  nations,  nor  to  the 
treaties  exifiing  between  the  two  countries  ;  they 
are  itill  haunted  by  the  terrors  of  war  ;  they  have 
but  one  anfwer  to  all  kinds  of  arguments  on  the 
fubject  ;   but  one  unvarying  difmal  euckoo-fong. 

Thcfe  philofophcrs  fluidder  at  the  very  thought  of 
arms  ;  the  idea  of  tliedding  blood,  even  in  their  own 
deienee,  makes  the  fweet  milk  of  humanity  ftand 
fti''K  and  curdle  in  their  veins.  It  is  very  true,  they 
confefs  we  have  been  robbed  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
millions  of  dollars  ;  our  Government  has  been 
lliamefullv  infulted;  our  Minitler  has  been  difmiir- 
ed  like  a  ipy  or  a  vagabond  ;  our  feamen  are  dying 
by  fcores  in  French  prilons  ;  and  the  French  Hill 
continue  their  piracies  ;  but  we  had  better  lofe  all, 
fay  they,  and  tuffer  all,  than  prepare  to  defend  our- 
felves,  or  even  to  talk  about  it  ;  the  Diredory  will 
hear  of  it,  and  we  Ihall  certainly  have  a  war. 

One  would  imagine,  that  the  oppolition  were 
all  converted  into  good  peaceable  Quakers,  if  he  did 
not  recolledl  the  eagernets  that  the  lame  men  dilco- 
vered,  about  two  years  lince,  to  go  to  war  with  Eng- 
land, for  fpoliations  ineonfiderable,  when  compared 
with  thole  of  France  ;  that  it  required  all  the  ad- 
drefs,  the  influence,  and  tirmnefs  of  WaHiington,  to 
prelervi'  the  peace;  or,  if  he  had  forgot  their  extrava- 
gant rejoicings  for  the  bloody  vidtories  of  France, 
her  opprefh'on  and  tyranny  over  the  furrounding 
nations.     But  tbefe  fadSj  recorded  in  all  the  Gazettes 

of 


44  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

of  the  day,  to  the  lafting  infamy  of  thefe  hypocritical 
friends  of  peace,  furnifh  a  key  to  unlock  the  fecret. 
The  truth  is,  and  it  is  a  fat!-l  1  wifh  the  reader  to  re- 
member,  they  have  not  the  lead  fcruple  whatever  to 
pkinge  their  country  into  a  war  with  Great  Britain, 
by  which  we  fhould  lol'c  more  in  one  year,  than  by 
the  enmity  of  France  in  ten  ;  but  rather  than  quar- 
rel with  the  grand  Republic^  they  would  fubmit  to 
any  thing,  however  injurious  or  degrading.  They 
are  ready  to  palliate,  if  notjuiiify,  all  her  enormities  ; 
to  make  treaties,  or  to  unmake  them,  as  fhe  fhall 
di^late  t  nay,  fo  exceflive  is  their  complaifance,  that 
they  are  willing  not  only  to  pardon  all  her  offences, 
to  cancel  all  her  debts,  but  to  transfer  the  guilt  of 
her  crimes  to  what  they  are  bafe  enough  to  call  the 
errors  of  their  own  Government. 

If  this  is  not  French  influence,  if  it  is  not  treachery 
to  the  United  States,  I  do  not  know  what  name  to 
give  it. 


French  Decrees  aga'inji  the  United  States. — French 
Arret  of  April  lo.  "The  Executive  Diredlory 
directs  that  the  paflports  granted  by  the  Minifters 
and  diplomatic  Envoys  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  or  paffports  certified  by  them,  fhall  not 
be  admitted,  nor  acknowledged  of  any  authority. 

"  The  Minitter  of  Police  is  charged  with  the  exe- 
cution of  this  arret,  which  Ihall  be  printed. 

(Signed)  "  Rewbell,  Preiident. 

*'  Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen." 

T9th.  It  is  fiated  as  a  certain  fa6f,  that  the  Minif- 
tcr  of  External  Relations  has  written  to  the  Com- 
miflioners  of  the  Treafury,  not  to  pay  any  turns  due 
to  the  Americans.  Has  Charles  J)e  la  Croix  had  the 
dexterity  to  break  altogether  an  alliance  which  Ro- 
bcfpierre  himfelf  rclpcdted  ?  He  is,  without  doubt, 

ignorant 
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jgnorant  how  much  commerce  and  maritime  advan- 
tage this  rupture  will  hold  out  to  England. 


Monday,  19*''  June. 

Blockade  of  Cadiz, — Captain  John  Barton,  from 
Cadiz,  has  politely  handed  us  the  following  : 

His  Brita?mic  Majejiys  Ship  Captain, 

Sir,  off  Cadiz,  wth  Aprils  ^197' 

In  confequence  of  the  unprovoked  declaration  of 

w.ar  from  his  Catholic  Majefty,  againU:  his  Britannic 

Majefly  and  the  Britifh  nation,  it  is  found  right  that 

Spain  fhould  no  longer  have  any  trade. 

I  have  therefore  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that 
no  neutral  vefTel  fhall  hereafter  be  fuffercd  to  enter  or 
leave  the  port  of  Cadiz,  without  having  obtained  my 
permiflion,  or  that  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Britifh  fleet,  that  from  this  moment  Cadiz  is  io 
be  conlidered  as  a  blockaded  port. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Horatio  Nelson. 
To  the  Danifli  Conful. 

Jofe  Yznardy  Efq.  Pro-conful  General  for  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  Cadiz,  &c. 

It  is  hereby  made  known,  in  the  name  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  that  it  is  meet  ar.d 
is  neceffary  for  the  better  lecurity  of  commerce,  that 
all  vefTels  now  in  the  bay,  cleared  by  this  conful  ate, 
fhould  fufpend  their  failing  until  further  orders;  and 
whatever  captain  tranfgrefTes  this  notice,  is  to  be 
accountable  for  all  and  every  confequence  which 
may  refult  from  his  difobedicnce,  either  againil 
any  particular  American  citizen^,  or  the  nation  at 
large. 

Cadiz  J  i.'\thApnl,  1797. 

Pojifcripi 
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Poffcnpt  to  Admiral  Ncl foil's  Order,  publillied  in 
this  Gazette  ol  Friday  lair. 

P.  S.  Rear-admiral  Nelfon  requefrs  ihc  American 
Conful  will  have  the  goudncfs  to  direct  his  letter  to 
the  Danilh  Coniul,  and  make  it  public  tor  the  in- 
formation of  all  other  confuls. 

Copy  of  the  Letter  addrefled  to  Rear-admiral  Nellbn. 

Sir,  Cadiz,  j^pr'il  15,  1797. 

The  American  Confiil  reliding  in   this  city    has 
Hiown  us  the  oilicial  note  which  you  have  addreficd 
to  him,  wherein  you  mention  that  this  is  to  be  coii- 
lidered  as  a  blockaded  port,  and  that  no  velfel  will 
be  fuffered  to  pafs  in   or  out,  witiiout  your  or  the 
Chief  Commander's  leave.     We  cannot  but  exprefs 
ourfurprile  at  this  unexpc6lcd  intelligence,  the  more 
fo,  as  laid  meafurc  is  contrary  to  the  exilting  treaties 
of  amity  and  commerce  between  our  relpcclive  fove- 
reigns  and  nations,  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  Britith  nation    Appearing,  as  it  does  by  your 
laid  official  note,  that  an  ablblute  power  is  invefted 
in  the  Chief  Commander  and  in  \  ou,  we  deem  it  a 
duty  highly  incumbent  upon  us,  before  we  commu- 
"nicaie  the  needful   information  to  our  refpedtive  fu- 
periors,  to  reqiieil  you  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  us  in 
anlwer,    whether    veffels   belonging   to   Americans, 
Danes,  Swedes,  Venetians,  and  Gcnoefe.   fome  now 
ready  to  put  to  fea,  and  others  parti)  loaded,  bound 
for   neutral    ports,    and   furniflied  with    certificates 
fpecifying  the  property  on  board  to  be  bona  fide  neu- 
tral,  will  be  fuflcred  to  proceed  on  their  voyages, 
without   running  the  rilk  of  being  detained  ;  and 
we  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  we  conceive  an  explicit 
and  categorical  anfwer  on  this  important  head,   due 
to   the    permanent  friendfhip  profeiil^d  by  our   rc- 
fpeccive  nations,   and  the  couftant  dclire  they  fliow 

to 
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to  continue  ill  amity  and  good  under/landing  with 
his  Britannic  Majelly  and  the  Britifh  nation. 

In  cale  you  thould  not  judge  propei-  to  grant  faid 
requett,  we  have  to  heg  your  precife  information 
thereon,  that  we  may  jointly  dil'patch  an  cxprefs  to 
the  court  of  London,  in  order  to  fohcit  tlie  juft  ac- 
comphlhment  of  this  application. 

(copy.) 

Plll'j  de  Paris  ^  off  Cadiz y 
Gentlemen",  igth  April,  1797. 

Ahhough  I  do  by  no  means  admit  the  reaibning 
in  your  letter  of  the  13th  initant,  addreiFed  to  Rear- 
admiral  Nelfon,  that  the  blockade  of  an  enemy's 
port  is  unufual,  much  lets  unprecedented  ;  having 
in  two  inltances  carried  a  fimilar  mealure  into  exe- 
cution during  the  laft  year,  in  the  Mediterranean, 
viz.  Toulon  and  Lefrhorn  ;  1  have  great  latisfadliou 
in  relieving  the  minds  of  the  merchants  of  neutral 
powers  relident  in  Cadiz,  by  giving  you  the  mofi:  un- 
equivocal afiurances,  that  the  Ihips  and  vefTels  of 
neutral  nations,  loaded  with  hona  jide  property  of 
neutral  merchants,  carrying  clear  and  authentic  do- 
cuments in  proof  thereof,  will  (upon  prefenting  them 
to  the  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  fquadron  of  his 
Britannic  Majeliy's  Ihips  under  my  command)  be 
permitted  to  proceed  from  Cadiz  to  their  relpec- 
tive  deftinations,  after  fuch  examination  as  the  tiiid 
officer  fhall  in  his  dilcretion  judge  ncceflary  to 
make. 

(Signed)  Jkrvis. 

Neutral  Confuh  refident  at  Cadiz, 


M'La7ie,  the  French  Spy ,  in  Ca?iada. — We  learn,  by 
undoubted  authority,  that  a  certain  Major  M'Lane, 
from  the  State  of  Rhode  Ifland,  and  a  brother  of  his, 
a  Thomas  Butterfield,  from  tjiis  State,  have  lately 
been  apprehended,  and  are  now  in  irons  in  Quebec, 

upon 
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upon  romething  more  than  a  fufpicion  oftreafonable 
practices  againll  the  government  of  that  province. 
It  v,as  found  that  Major  M'Lane  had  a  commiiTion 
under  the  French  Republic,  was  under  pay,  and  for 
about  two  vears  paU  had  been  faithfully  employed 
among  the  French  inhabitant^,  whitpering  ledition 
in  their  ears,  four.ding  their  difpofitions,  and  endea- 
vouring to  engage  them  to  rife  againft  their  prefent 
government.  On  examination  it  appeared,  that  this 
was  a  branch  of  an  extenlive  plan  of  operation^  fet- 
tled in  tlk"  French  cabinet  ;  that  M'Lane  had  fo  far 
fucceeded  in  his  enterprife.  that,  upon  the  arrival  of 
a  French  fieet  in  the  river  St.  Laurence,  the  maga- 
zines were  to  be  blown  up,  and  the  French  inhabit- 
ants to  rile  in  a  mafs,  fiy  to  arms,  and  exterminate 
the  Ensliih.  Several  characters  in  this  State  are  im- 
plicated  as  participating  in  the  fcheme. 

French  and  American  Yla^s. — Thelaft  Bofton  Cen- 
tinci,  under  the  head  of  Rumours,  alter  mentioning 
feveral  which  we  have  already  publilhed,  lays,  "  It 
"  is  rumoured  in  this  town,  I'la  Marblehcad.  that 
*'  the  French  Council  of  Five  Hundred  has  ordered 
'*  Barney's  American  flag  *  to  i>e  taken  down  from 
"  the  walls  of  their  hall  !  It  will  be  remembered, 
**  that  the  flag  in  queftion  iL-Ji  never  prefent ed  by  the 
"   Amen:  an  Go-venunent.^' 

But  it  will  he  remembered  though,  that  the  French 
fla^  in  return  for  it,,  was  recehed  by  the  American  Go- 
'•jernmtnt^  and  by  every  branch  of  it  lucceffivelv  ; 
and  a  moft  trifling,   cbildilli  (not  to  fay  Ihameful 


*  Thi;  flag  is  called  Barney's,  I  prefume,  becau'e  it  was  carried 
into  the  vO!:ver.tioo,  and  celiverei  to  the  Prefidcnt,  by  that  rene- 
gacocapirfin  ;  but  be  acled  under  the  dire':!,  n  of  Munroe,  the 
Americar.  ambaflTador  ;  and  the  flcg  that  the  Convention  fent  to 
the  Con^^rcfs  ir.  return,  vra?  foim^-'y  received,  and  depofited  in 
the  ar:r  ve--  by  thf  three  branches  of  the  Le^^iKature. — Seethe 
"  Profp:aj'rom  the  Co^tgrtji  Calur^r 

and 
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and  fcandalous)  exhibition  it  was.  At  the  time  whea 
this  dirty  flag  was  received  here,  no  one  faid  a 
word  againlt  its  reception ;  it  is,  therefore,  too  late  to 
difown  the  gift  for  which  it  was  a  return.  The 
befl  way  is,  to  confefs  our  folly,  and  avoid  the  like 
in  future. 


Advert'ifeuient  Extraordinary. — The  following  ex- 
traordinary advertilement  is  copied  from  the  Bolton 
Centinel  of  the  14th  inft. — "'  Whereas  my  wife 
Betfy  has  eloped  from  my  bed  and  board,  and  has 
behaved  in  an  unbecoming  and  indecent  manner,  by 
propagating  the  human  fpecies  in  a  way  other  than 
the  one  prefcribed  by  law  ;  this  is  to  caution  all 
kinds  of  people,  both  black,  white,  or  piebald^ 
againft  trulling  her  on  my  account  (harbour  they 
may  if  they  can)  ;   as  I  vv^ill  not  pay  one  7niUe  of  her 


contradling  after  this  date. 


*^  Bridgeu'ater,  June  14." 


**  John  Boltox. 


Tuesday,  20^^  June. 

Sans-culotte  Morality. — From  a  Paris  paper  of  the 
4th  April. — The  roads  through  the  republican  terri- 
tory continue  to  be  in  felted  by  robbers,  infomuch, 
that  thofe  who  have  occafion  to  travel,  havinp"  been 
long  apprized  by  the  public  prints  of  the  number  of 
affaliinations  committed  by  thofe  brigands,  no  longer 
expofe  themlelves  by  night  on  the  public  roads.  The 
brigands  thus  finding  their  plans  defeated,  have 
adopted  another  mode,  of  which  one  of  them  be- 
came the  victim  a  few  days  ago. 

In  the  village  of  Trappe,  about  a  league  diflant 
from  .Verfailles,  a  traveller  found  himfelf  benighted. 
The  roads  near  the  village  being  unfafe,  he  determined 
to  fleep  there.  He  entered  into  a  fmall  tavern,  and 
converfed  with  the  wife,  in  whole  converfation  he 

VOL.  VI.  n£  thought 
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thought  he  could  diilinguilh  an  honcfl  heart.  Jufl 
as  he  was  on  the  point  of  going  to  bed,  at  half  pair 
ten  o'clock,  he  heard  fome  one  entering  the  houfe  ; 
he  liftened  gently  at  the  door,  to  dilcover  whether  it 
was  the  landlord  of  the  tavern,  who  was  abfent  on 
his  arrival.  The  firfl  words  he  heard,  were  addrefled 
by  the  wife  to  the  hufband  :  "  Have  you  found  any 
game  this  e%'ening?" — "No,*'  replied  the  hufband. 
*'  We  have  iome  above  Itairs,"  laid  the  wife.  They 
now  went  in,  and  the  traveller  heard  no  more.  His 
lituation  was  terrible.  To  remain  where  he  was,  was 
dangerous  ;  to  make  a  pretext  for  going  out,  flill 
more  fo.  He  flirred  the  cinders,  as  if  in  the  adl  of 
covering  the  tire,  let  his  thoes  fall,  and,  in  a  word, 
made  pretty  nearly  the  noife  of  a  perfon  going  to 
bed.  He  now  feated  himlelf  on  the  bed,  kept  his 
piftols  and  fv^rord  in  readinefs,  and  expected,  not 
without  agitation,  the  moment  when  he  forelaw  he 
fhould  be  attacked.  At  midnight,  the  noife  of  a 
ladder  placed  againft  the  wall,  and  that  of  a  trap 
railed  at  the  bed-lide,  convinced  him  of  the  attempt 
which  was  about  to  be  made.  He  crept  by  the  foot 
of  the  bed,  and  at  the  inilant  when  the  tavern- 
keeper  had  half  entered  the  room,  he  made  a  cut  at 
his  head  with  a  fabre.  The  latter  fell  into  the 
apartment  below.  The  light  being  extinguifhed, 
the  woman,  who  miflook  her  Vv'ounded  hufband  for 
the  traveller,  laid  hold  of  him  and  cut  his  throat. 
At  this  moment  the  trampling  of  horfes  was  heard ; 
the  traveller  looked  out  at  the  window,  and  perceived 
a  body  of  gendarmes  who  v^'cre  returning  from  efcort- 
ing  the  mail.  He  gave  an  alarm,  and  the  gendarmes 
forced  the  door.  The  traveller  told  his  ftory.  The 
gendarmes  feized  both  him  and  the  woman,  and 
conducted  them  to  prifon  at  Vorfaiiles,  where  they 
are  now  trying  by  the  Criminal  Tribunal  of  tlie  de- 
partment of  Seine  and  Oife. 

Fremium 
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"Premhim  on  the  Cap  lure  of  American  Flour. — The 
Commiffion  of  St.  Domingo  have  rclblvcd  to  jxivc  a 
bounty  of  half  a  dollar  per  barrel  to  privateer  owners 
and  crews,  for  all  the  flour  they  fhall  lawfully  cap- 
ture and  bring  into  that  port. 

Here  the  commijfioned  Icoundrels  of  St.  Domingo 
are  endeavouring  to  outwit  the  black  and  mulatto 
pirates,  that  they  equip  to  plunder  the  American 
trade.  The  owners  and  crews  are  promiled  half  a 
dollar  a  barrel  bounty,  on  all  the  flour  they  Ihall 
lawfully  capture  and  bring  into  the  ifland  ;  but  what 
is  not  lawfuWy  captured,  as  is  the  cafe  witii  nine 
tenths  of  their  prizes,  1  fuppofe  mufl  be  fold,  or 
ftorcdj  for  the  benefit  of  liie  Cominiflioners. 


Wednesday,  21^' June. 
Captain  Yowig's  mge-nious  Deception. — New-York, 
June  19.  Captain  Francis  Young,  of  the  brig  Po- 
lafki,  which  failed  from  this  port  the  26th  April,  off 
Cape  St.  Nicola  Mole,  about  three  leagues,  fell  in 
with  one  P^rench  fchooner  and  three  boats  in  a  calm. 
They  came  within  mufket  fhot  of  him,  and  fired. 
They  hoilted  national  colours.  The  brig  had  four- 
teen wooden  guns.  Captain  Young  finding  they 
were  refolved  to  come  on  board,  made  two  cartridt^es 
with  powder,  tarred  canvafs  over  them,  and  then 
wound  rope-yarns  on  them,  until  each  was  as  big  as 
a  man's  head,  leaving  a  hole  for  priming.  He  then 
made  them  fall  to  the  vv^ooden  guns,  and  fired  one 
to  the  leeward,  but  hoified  no  colours.  They  ftill 
approaching,  he  hauled  up  thecourfes,  as  is  cuftora- 
ary  when  a  ihip  engages,  fet  the  Englilh  colours, 
and  fired  one  of  them  to  the  windward,  which  made 
as  much  report  as  a  fix-pounder.  They  put  back 
for  the  fhore.  The  brig  flood  for  them  until  there 
came  a  good  breeze,  then  made  all  fail,  and  got  off. 

£  2  It 


52  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

It  was  tliat  alone  which  favcd  him,  and  a  brig  that 
belonged  to  Philadelphia  that  was  in  company. 


Baches  treafonahle  Publications. — Mr.  Porcu- 
pine, I  have  often  wondered  at  the  audacity  of  old 
Ben's  grandfon,  and  have  been  furprifed  that  he  has 
not  been  flopped  in  his  treafonable  career  of  abufe 
againft  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  before 
this  time.  I  am  no  friend  to  needlefs  profecutions 
for  the  offences  of  the  prefs :  they  are  weeds  natural 
to  the  rich  foil  of  liberty  ;  but  there  are  certain  limits 
beyond  which  they  are  extremely  dangerous,  and 
ought  to  be  checked.  There  is  hardly  a  paper  that 
has  been  iflucd  from  this  peftilential  prefs,  lince  the 
opening  of  the  prelent  Congrefs,  that  has  not  been 
Itrongiy  marked  with  fentiments  feditious,  inflam- 
matory, and  libellous.  As  a  fpceimen,  I  have  feled- 
ed  only  two  or  three  out  of  the  paper  of  yelterday 
morning,  which  T  requeit  you  to'republifli,  that  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  may  lee  the  enormity, 
and  provide  fome  remedy  for  it,  before  the  evil  be- 
comes incurable.  Speaking  of  the  expenfes  incurred 
by  the  prcfcnt  feflion  of  Gongrets,  he  fays  : 

*'  If  this  enormous  expenfe  is  incurred  at  the 
thrcfhold,  what  may  we  not  expe6f,  when  efFe6l 
fhall  be  given  to  ihe  hoAile  views  of  John  Adams 
and  theBritifh  fac^Hiion  ?  If  the  people  are  flill  blind- 
ed to  the  views  of  the  Prefident  by  three  votes,  and 
his  adherents,  tliey  will  foon  open  their  eyes  to  as  in- 
famous afyftem  as  ever  was  attempted  to  be  pra6fifed 
upon  a  free  people.  Twenty-one  thoufand  dollars 
for  an  anfwer  to  the  fpeech  of  a  man  \dio  is  medi- 
tating war  ujid  rmn  to  the  United  States,  is  fuch  a 
ftupendousac^f  of  folly  and  extravagance,  as  fcarccly 
to  be  equalled  in  the  annals  of  any  country. 

"  Mr.  Adnms,  in  his  war-whoop,  talks  about  a 
wound   in    the   American   bofom.      The  King   of 

Great 
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Great  Britain  and  the  Emperor  talked"  in  the  fame 
manner,  he  fays,  and  then  adds,  "  France  has  given 
them  a  falve  for  their  wounds ;  and  if  Mr.  Adams 
will  indulge  his  own  fenfations,  crofs  the  Atlantic, 
and  join  his  two  friends^  he  will  alfo  tind  a  falve  for 
the  wound  in  his  bofom^" 

The  quotations  require  no  comment :  they  fpeak 
for  themfelves  :  they  may  be  traced  to  their  tburce, 
and  the  reader  will  readily  guefs  where  that  lies, 
when  he  is  told  that  this  proflitute  fon  of  oil  and 
lamp-black  was  the  intimate  of  all  the  French  Mi- 
•niftcrs,  and  difperfes  many  (I  might  fay  hundreds) 
of  his  papers  daily  among  non-fubfcribers. 

This  lafl-mentioned  fa6l  I  can  corroborate  ;  for  I 
myfelf  get  every  day  one  of  two  papers  which  Bache 
has,  for  many  months,  continued  to  fend  to  a  perfon 
who  does  not  fubfcribe  to  his  infernal  folio, 

Dreadful  Storm. — Wilmington,  June  19.  On 
Saturday  about  noon,  the  appearance  of  the  horizon 
in  the  north- wefi  indicated  a  growing  and  fudden 
guft  :  between  the  hours  of  two  and  three  it  reached 
this  place.  The  thunder  was  fharp,  the  lightning 
vivid,  and  the  rain  fell  in  torrents.  It  is  remarkable 
that,  during  this  ftorm,  hail,  rain,  and  pieces  of  ice, 
fell  alternately.  In  fome  places  in  the  neighbour- 
hood it  is  afferted,  that  the  hail,  or  pieces  of  ice, 
meafured  lix  inches  diameter :  the  windows  of  feve- 
ral  houfes  have  been  fhattered.  We  do  not  hear  of 
any  other  damage  or  accident  occurring. 

Yeflerday  (Sunday)  was  fo  intenfely  warm  and 
clofe,  that  a  refrefhing  breeze  was  fought  in  every 
diredtion.  In  the  middle  of  the  day,  the  wind 
Ihifted  due  north,  and  towards  evening  we  were  vi- 
iited  with  a  guft  not  inferior  to  that  of  the  previous 
day,  with  this  difference,  that  no  hail  nor  ice  fell,  but 
the  air  was  fo  fharp  and  cold  as  to  make  the  flre- 
lide  comfortable  :    and   doors,  whicli  a  few   hours 
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before  had  been  ihrown  open  to  caufe  a  free  circu- 
lation of  air,  were  as  eagerly  fhut,  as  if  to  guard 
Siii:Ani}  a  north-weliern  in  the  month  of  December. 
The  gingham  erntry  and  invalids  were  either  cloakeci 
or  houled  for  the  remainder  of  the  evening. 


Thursday,    22*^  June. 

CongreJJional  Indecorum. — In  reading  (he  debates 
of  o  ir  prefent  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  (as  they  are 
called),  how  is  the  mind  of  him  who  loves  his  coun- 
try, and  whofe  heart  beats  with  anxiety,  when  any 
thing  occurs  in  which  her  dignity  and  honour  are 
interejled,  torn  with  the  mofl:  excruciating  of  all  re- 
flections, when  he  Ibes  that  honour  and  that  dignity, 
upon  which  we  fo  much,  and  heretofore  lb  ju/ily 
prided  ourfelves,  cntrufled  to  the  prote(5tion  of  a  (tt 
of  men,  who  feem  fo  little  interefted  in  its  preferva-r 
tion  ;  and  that  Houfe,  on  whom  the  public  fafety, 
and  national  character,  depends,  turned  into  an  af- 
fembly  for  the  dilplay  of  abilities,  that,  in  many  in- 
ftances,  might  do  honour  to  a  fociety  at  Billingfgate  ! 
Declamation  they  do  ufe,  but  of  what  fpecics  is  it  ? 
'Yhr  {u\y^Q€i  perfonal — the  end  in  v\e\\  fCTjonaJ — the 
refulting  evil  may,  and  is  very  like  to  have  a  more 
public  iutlucnce.  Talents  many  of  them,  without 
doubt,  pofTefs;  but  when  talents  are  fo  mifcrably 
milapplied,  in  private  life  they  excite  our  contempt ; 
in  a  public  fituation,  fo  important  as  the  Reprefent- 
stive  of  a  would-be  free  people,  they  JJiould  c?iU^G.  a 
very  different  feeling  ;  and  in  mofi  inftanccs  do  raife 
afenlinici.t  that  few,  who  wifh  their  country's  welfare 
at  the  prefent  crifis,  would  willingly  cherilb.  Their 
puerilities,  or,  as  Mr.  Ihatcher  terms  it,  their  inno" 
cent  mirth,  are  difguf^ing  ;  the  abufe  and  invective 
thrown  out  by  one,  and  recriminated  by  another,  is 
degrading  in  the  lowefi  degree.  It  finks  the  indivi- 
dual members  in  the  efteera  of  the  people  ;  it  can- 
not 
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not  fail  of  linking  the  refpedlability  of  the  Hoofe  in 
the  opinion  of  the  world.  It  would  have  made  the 
fenate  of  Carthage  blufh  in  its  moft  unpolifhed 
ii^ate.  The  members  of  that  corrupt  body  wo'ild 
have  fhrunk  from  the  ufe  of  fuch  language  as  forms 
the  ornmnmt  of  mod  of  thefpeeches  in  our  poHte  and 
civiHzed  Sanhedrhn. 

Yet  let  us  not  boaft  of  what  we  were,  but  look  at 
what  we  are  I  No  more  a  fubjeft  of  envy,  but  a  mo- 
nument of  pride,  of  impotence,  and  fervility,  for  the 
world  to  gaze  at !  Pilfered  and  fpurned  by  ihe.  friend 
\ve  folded  to  our  unfufpe6ting  heart ;  a  mere  foot- 
ball to  be  kicked  about  at  the  pleafare  of  every  petty 
European  tyrant  !  without  power,  feeraingly  with- 
out the  wifh  either  to  avoid  or  to  relent  it ! 

While  this  is  our  lituation,  thofe  dignified  by  the 
title  of  Reprefentaiives  of  the  Penple,  wafte  their 
time  and  the  public  money,  in  vague  and  defultory 
debate,  in  calling  each  other  traitors,  fadlionifts, 
fools,  and  upbraiding  with  guilt  and  treachery,  with 
the  only  apparent  object  of  putting  ft  ill  farther 
off,  the  bulinefs  upon  which  they  were  alTembled. 
'Tis  aftonifhing  !  'tis  diftveffing !  'tis  abominable  ! 
Would  to  Heaven  they  would  either  learn  to  talk 
jTenfe,  or  elfe  go  home:  either  is  preferable  to  the 
prefent. 


FaiD\Y,  23*^  June. 

American  Youfh. — -Mr.  Cobbett,  You  conrhide 
your  remarks  of  Saturday  evening,  on  he  ofh  ;al 
account  of  the  fcandalous  behaviour  of  the  moil 
magnanimous  and  mofl  Catholic  Dons  towards  our 
Government,  through  Mr.  Elhcott,  vvith  theie  uords  5 
<*  The  American  yonth  arc  noxv  as  gentl(>  as  la/nhs  ; 
**  their  hearts,  which  whilom  oeat  to  hign.  nuw  he 
♦'  as  lumpilh  as  a  fleel  diimphng." 

I  beg  leave,  Sir,  to  teli  you,  that  the  indepeiiclent 

£  4  hcaris 


56  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

hearts  of  the  American  youth  beat  as  liigh  now  to 
lignalize  their  valour,  as  they  did  when  Monficur 
Smith  thought  it  necefTary  to  endeavour  with  his 
boiltcrous  eloquence  to  wake  their  fpirit.  The 
American  youth  have  been  educated  in  principles  of 
independence,  love  of  freedom  and  their  country. 
When  a  blow  is  aimed  at  her,  when  fhe  is  ufed 
with  indignity,  they  do  not  take  into  consideration 
who  the  nation  is  that  attempts  to  fubvert  her  inde- 
pendence, but  are  ever  prepared  to  repel  with  indig- 
nation every  fnch  attempt,  to  prove  to  the  world  that 
the  fpirit  of  their  fathers  lives  in  them,  that  they  do 
not  regard  the  qualifications  of  a  mafter,  and  that 
they  will,  to  the  laiT  drop  of  their  blood,  defend 
the  government  of  their  country  againft  the  wearers 
of  plain  or  tri-coloured  cockades,  againft  intriguing 
loyahfts  or  intriguing  republicans. 

All  the  reafon  that  1  can  affign  for  Monfieur 
Smith's  lilence  at  this  critical  moment,  when  war 
flares  us  in  the  face,  why  he  and  his  co-operators 
view  the  fame  behaviour  in  different  countries,  in 
different  lights,  is  limply  this  ;  their  feelings  are  not 
American  ;  France  is  their  country  ;  the  opprefTors 
of  the  world  their  fellow-citizens.  This  was  the 
realbn  why  we  were  not  to  attempt  to  obtain  redrefs 
from  Britain  for  her  aggreffions,  but  immediately 
to  declare  war  againft  her — and  this  is  the  reafon 
why  we  are  now  to  fuffer  every  injury  that  France 
can  poffibly  accumulate  upon  us,  without  daring  to 
fay  more  than  that  her  unparalleled  aggreffions  have 
*^  excited  our  ivarme/l fenjih'il i iy .^^ 

Yet  the  hearts  of  the  independent  American  youth 
arc  not  adied  upon  by  fuch  realbns  :  America  is 
their  country,  her  freedom  is  dear  ,to  their  hearts  : 
they  know  that  that  ( ountry,  by  the  power  of  her 
arms,  obliged  a  nation  to  acknowledge  her  inde- 
pendence, a  nation  which  has  ever  been  able  to 
conc[uer  thofc  who  now  attempt  to  opprefs  as. 

Animated 
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Animated  with  this  refledion,  whenever  the  fa- 
thers of  the  land  think  proper  to  call  upon  them  to 
lignalize  their  valour,  they  will  be  found  ready  to 
prove  that  the  heat  of  their  hearts  is  not  regulated 
by  any  other  confideratlon  than  the  wciglit  of  the 
infult  offered  their  country.  Juvenis. 

Remarl. — The  fignature  of  the  foregoing  ]c(ter  is 
a  fatisfadlory  excufe  for  the  little  irregularities  that 
may  be  found  in  the  ilyle  :  as  to  the  fentiaients, 
they  ftand  in  no  need  of  apology  ;  it  is  only  to  be 
'regretted  that  they  are  not  as  generally  prevalent  as 
Juvenis  imagines.  The  young  men  who  were  fo 
proud,  a  year  or  two  ago,  to  decorate  their  hats  and 
caps  with  the  tri-coloured  cockade,  are  not,  I  am 
afraid,  now  ready  to  defend  the  government  of  their 
country  againlt  its  wearers  to  the  lait  drop  of  their 
blood. 


Saturday,   24^^  June. 

Mr.  MarJhaUs  Departure  from  Richmond. — Rich- 
mond, June  21.  On  Thurlday  laft  an  elegant  en- 
tertainment was  given  by  a  number  of  the  gentle- 
men of  Richmond  to  General  Marfliall,  as  a  tefti- 
monial  of  their  pleafure  at  his  being  appointed  one 
of  the  ambaffadors  for  the  adjuflment  of  the  differ- 
ences which  lb  unhappily  exifl  betwixt  this  country 
and  the  Republic  of  France.  We  cannot  call  to 
mind  an  inftance  of  the  kind  in  which  fuch  a  general 
harmony  was  difcoverable.  Many  toafts  weie  given 
immediately  applicable  to  the  occaiion  of  the  feail, 
which  expreffed  the  livelieft  fentimcnts  of  affection 
for  the  French — conveying,  at  the  fame  time,  a  juft 
fenfe  of  the  injury  we  have  received  Irom  that 
nation,  and  indicating  a  perfe6l  reliance  upon  the 
wifdom   of  our  ambaffadors,  and  the  jujlice  of  the 

Republic 
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Repuhllc  for  the  complete  reftoration  of  that  friend* 
fhip  which  has  been  To  unfortunately  dijiurhed. 

Ycfterday  evening  our  worthy  it'llmv-citizen 
John  Marfball,  left  this  city,  in  onler  to  join  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Dana,  at  Philadelphia,  f-  ui  whence 
they  go  immediately  to  France.  Mr.  MMr;hall  was 
efcorted  feven  or  eight  miles  on  the  road  b  *he  city 
light-horfe,  by  a  difcharge  of  cannon— in  fhort, 
every  mark  of  attention  which  conld  be,  was  i^'hown 
upon  this  occ?!ion.  At  parting  with  his  company, 
the  manly  afpe6\  of  the  General  appeared  to  vield 
to  his  natural  Icnfibility  ;  and  not  having,  at  ;his 
moment,  words  to  exprcfs  his  thanks  for  their  po-r 
litenefs— a  tear  evinced  the  feelings  of  his  mind, 
and  foretold,  that  his  country  s  go'.d  rejied  on  his  heart, 
— Health  io  his  perfon — Pleajtre  to  his  voyage— an(^ 
3UCCESS  to  the  negotiation  *. 

Monday,  26'^  June. 

BacJie  and  Jeferfon. — Bache  calls  Mr.  Adams  the 
Prefident  by  three  votes  ;  he  forgets  that  his  friend 
JefTerfon  is  Vice- prefident  by  a  itill  fmaller  number, 
and  though  by  the  conftitntion  eleded,  yet  had 
Bot  even  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  eledtors.  la 
3t  like  a  republican  to  refiect  on  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority, however  fmall  ?  Do  not  all  true  republicans 
rcfpe<5^  the  will  of  the  m'^jority  ?  Can  republican 
government  be  adminifiered  on  any  other  princi- 
ples ?  Do  Mr.  Jcfibrfon's  friends  recoiled  that  the 
a6\  for  fixing  the  feat  of  government  on  the  Potow- 


*  Still  the  fame  wl.ining  cant  about  the  juftice  of  THE  Repub- 
lic'" and  the  '' frieml/tjip  -.vhuh  has  been  fo  VNFOR'TU'NA'TELT 
elijlur/>eil"  and  thf  vi!.  hankering  after  the  "  SUCCESS  of  the  ne- 
gotiation /"  S  ill  ihc  fame  poor,  ^uiillaninious  fentiaiems  I  Wher^g 
will  this  end  ? 

3  P^3Q 
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mac  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  one  in  the  Senate, 
and  of  two  in  the  Keprefenta lives,  and  that  the  time 
for  removing  there  is  nearly  at  hand  ?  Let  them 
think,  of  thefe  things. 


Bojt^n  Chronicle. — The  American  public  are  re- 
quelled  to  read  the  following  fentiment  in  the  laft 
Chrontch — '*  For  I  hold  it  would  he  far  better  lo  have 
*'  a  CIVIL  WAR,  than  a  war  with  France^  That 
is  to  fay.  State 2i^^\\-\^  State — neighbour  againft  neigh- 
hour — -fon  ^ga'mOi  father — and  brother  againft  brother 
• — for  this  is  the  cafe  in  thofe  mod  horril)le  of  all 
fcourges,  civil  wars  !  I  put  the  French  and  all  other 
foreigners  out  of  light  in  this  inllance;  for  our  le- 
gally conilituted  authorities  will  take,  I  doubt  not» 
proper  fteps  with  them,  and  proper  care  of  our- 
felves.  I  only  mean  to  attract  the  public  attention 
to  a  treafonable fentiment y  which  ought  not  to  pafs, 
like  the  ordinary  abule  of  the  Chronicle,  unnoticed. 
If  there  be  any  relation  of  Marat's  in  this  country 
capable  of  writing  fuch  a  fentiment,  is  it  not  fhock- 
ing  that  a  printer  can  be  found  fo  forgetful  of 
himfelf  and  country  as  to  print  it,  and  publilh  it  to 
his  fellow  citizens  ?  This  is  a  liberty  of  the  frefs 
very  little  fhort  of  the  liberty  of  burning  our  houtes, 
fo  lately  pradtifed  by  fomc  of  the  fame  ilamp  with 
th<?t  writer. 

Orleans,  alias  Egalites. — Wafhington,  Pennfyl- 
vania,  June  30.  Paffcd  through  this  town  on  Sa- 
turday lalt,  ou  their  way  to  Phikdclphia,  the  three 
fons  of  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans  (Egalite).  It  is 
faid  ttiat  they  have  explored  the  greater  part  of  the 
V^ejiern  country  *.  Tulsday, 


*  Being  of  roynl  bliwd,  they  have  been,  I  fuppofe,  chalking 
out  kingdoms  for  themfeives,  in  lieu  of  the  feigneuries  the  Car- 
jnagnoies  have  kicked  them  out  of.    Of  this  wc  may  be  certain  ; 

'■    <■  .'  that 


6'o  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

Tuesday,  27*^  June. 

Treaty  with  Tripoli,  negotiated  hy  Joel  Barlow. — - 
Whereas  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendfhip  has  been 
concluded  in  the  manner  herein-after  mentioned,  by 
the  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  the  Bey  and  fubjeds  of  Tripoli  of  Barbary  ; 
which  treaty,  written  in  the  Arabic  language,  being 
tranflatcd  into  the  language  of  the  United  States,  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  FrieridJJiip  between  the  United 

States  of  America  and  the  Bey  and  Subjects  of 

Tripoli  of  Barbary : 

Art.  I.  There  is  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  and 
friendfhip  between  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
the  Bey  and  fubje(51s  of  Tripoli  of  Barbary,  made  by 
the  free  confcnt  of  both  parties^  and  guaranteed  by 
the  moft  potent  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers. 

Art.  2.  If  any  goods  belonging  to  any  nation  with 
which  either  of  the  parties  is  at  war,  fhall  be  loaded 
on  board  of  veflels  belonging  to  the  other  party,  they 
fhall  pafs  free,  and  no  attempt  fhall  be  made  to  take 
or  detain  them. 

Art.  3.  If  any  citizen,  fubje6ts,  or  efFe61s,  belong- 
ing to  either  party,  fhall  be  found  on  board  a  prize 
velicl  taken  from  an  enemy  by  the  other  party,  fuch 
citizens  or  fubjects  fhall  be  let  at  liberty,  and  the 
effecls  rcflored  to  the  owners. 

Art.  4.  Proper  paflports  are  to  be  given  to  all  vef- 
fels  of  both  parties,  by  which  they  arc  to  be  known. 
And  confidcring  the  diflance  between  the  two  coun- 


that  they  have  not  been  furveying  the  weftern  country  for  nothing. 
—The  French  are  getting  round  us  on  every  fuie.  Thefe  ariflo- 
crats  are  juft  as  dangerous  as  the  fans-culottes.  However  thev  may 
diffei'  in  other  reJpe(fls,  they  alJ  agree  in  a  vvifli  to  extend  the  do- 
minions of  France,  and  the  tame  of  the  French  name,  and  parti- 
cularly in  an  irreconcilable,  natural,  innate  hatred  of  all  that  is 
Englirti,  or  that  is  related  to  or  with  England, 

1  tries. 
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tries,  eighteen  months  from  the  date  of  this  treaty 
Ihall  be  allowed  for  procuring  luch  pafTports.  Daring 
this  interval,  the  other  papers  belonging  to  fuch 
vefTels  fhall  befufhcient  for  their  protcdlion. 

Art.  5.  A  citizen  or  fabjecl  of  either  party  having 
bought  a  prize  condemned  by  the  party  or  by  any 
other  nation,  the  certificate  of  condemnation  and 
bill  of  fale  fhall  be  a  fufficient  paffport  for  one  year  : 
this  being  a  reafonable  time  for  her  to  procure  a 
proper  palfport. 

Art.  6.  Veffels  of  either  party  putting  into  the 
ports  of  the  other,  and  having  need  of  provifions  or 
other  fupplies,  they  fhall  be  furnifhed  at  the  market 
price.  And  if  any  fuch  vefTel  fhall  fo  put  in  from  a 
difafter  at  fea,  and  have  occafion  to  repair,  fhe  fhall 
be  at  liberty  to  land  and  re-embark  her  cargo,  v^ith- 
out  paying  any  duties.  But  in  no  cafe  fhall  flie  be 
compelled  to  land  her  cargo. 

Art.  7.  Should  a  vefTel  of  either  party  be  caft  on. 
the  fhore  of  the  other,  all  proper  aliiftance  fhall  be 
given  to  her  and  her  people ;  no  pillage  fhall  be  al- 
lowed ;  the  property  fhall  remain  at  the  difpofal  of 
the  owners,  and  the  crew  prote6led  and  fuccoured 
till  they  can  be  fent  to  their  country. 

Art.  8.  If  a  veffel  of  either  party  fhould  be  at- 
tacked by  an  enemy  within  gun-lhot  of  the  forts  of 
either,  fhe  fhall  be  defended  as  much  as  poflible. 
If  fhe  be  in  port,  fhe  fliall  not  be  feized  or  attacked 
when  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  other  party  to  protedt 
her  ;  and  when  the  proceeds  to  fea,  no  enemy  fhall 
be  allowed  to  purfue  her  from  the  fame  port  within 
twenty- four  hours  after  her  departure. 

Art.  9.  The  commerce  between  the  United  States 
and  Tripoli — the  prote6lion  to  be  given  to  mer- 
chants, mafters  of  veffels,  and  feamen — the  recipro- 
cal right  of  eftablifhing  confuls  in  each  country,  and 
the  privileges,  immunities,  and  jurifdidtions,  to  be 
enjoyed  by  fuch  confuls,  are  declared  to  be  on  the 


fame 


63  GAZEtTE  SELECTION'S. 

fame  footing  with  thole  ot'  the  mjlt  favoured  nation^ 
refp<'(5tively. 

Art.  lo.  The  money  and  prefcnts  domaudrd  by 
the  Bey  of  Tripoli  as  a  full  and  fatisfac^torv  coniider- 
iafion  on  his  part,  and  on  the  part  of  his  f  bjecls, 
for  this  treaty  of  pirprtual  peace  and  friendlliip,  are 
acknowledged  to  have  been  received  by  him  prrvious 
to  his  lignin^  the  lame,  accordmg  to  a  receipt  which 
is  hereto  annexed,  except  fuch  part  as  is  promifcd  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  to  be  delivered  and 
paid  by  them  on  the  arrival  of  their  Conful  in  Tri- 
poli, of  which  part  a  note  is  like  wife  hereto  annexed. 
And  no  pretence  ot  any  periodical  tribute  or  farther 
payment  is  ever  to  be  made  by  either  party. 

Art  II.  \s  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  America  is  not  in  any  ferije  foundid  on  the  Chrijitan 
rehgion,  as  it  has  in  itfelf  no  charadler  of  enmity 
agaiult  the  laws,  religion,  or  tranquillity  of  Muf- 
fulmen — and  as  the  laid  States  have  never  entered 
into  any  war  or  a6l  of  hoflility  againfl"  any  Maho- 
metan nation,  it  is  declared  by  the  parties,  that  no 
pretext  aniing  from  religious  opinions  fhall  ever 
produce  an  interruption  of  the  harmony  exifling  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

Art.  12.  In  cafe  of  any  difpate  ariling  from  a  vio- 
lation of  any  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  no  appeal 
Ihall  be  made  to  arras,  nor  ihall  war  be  declared  on 
any  pretext  whatever.  But  if  the  Conful  reliding  at 
the  pla'^e  where  the  dilpute  fhall  happen,  fhall  not 
be  able  to  fettle  the  fame,  an  amicable  reference 
fhall  be  made  to  the  mutual  friend  of  the  parties 
here,  by  engaging  to  abide  by  his  decifion.  And  he, 
by  virtue  of  his  lignature  to  this  treaty,  engages,  for 
himlclf  and  his  fucceffors,  to  declare  the  juflice  of 
the  cafe  according  to  the  true  mterpretation  of  the 
treaty,  and  to  u(e  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  en- 
force the  obfervance  of  the  fame. 

Signed 
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Signed  and  fealcd  at  Tripoli  of  Barbary,  the  3d 
day  of  Jumed  in  the  year  of  the  FIcgira  lai  i 
— correlponding  with  the  4th  day  of  Novem- 
ber,  1796 — by 

(l.  s.)  JusstJF  Bashaw  Mahomet,  Bey. 
(l,  s.)  Mamet,  Treafarer. 
(l.  s.)  Amet^  Miniller  of  Marine. 
(l.  s.)  Amet,  Chamberlain. 
(l.  s.)  Ally,  Chief  of  the  Divan. 
{l.  s.)  Soliman  Cay  a, 
(l.  s.)  Gain,  General  of  the  Troops.  • 
(l.  s.)  Mahomet,  Comdt.  of  the  City. 
(l.  s.)  Mamet y  Secretary. 
Signed  and  fcaled  at  Algiers  the  4th  day  of  Argil, 
1211,  correfponding   with  the  3d  day  of  Ja- 
nuary,   1797,  by 

(l.  s.)  Hajfan  Bajhaiv,  Dey. 

And  by  the  Agent  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America, 

(L.  s.)  Joel  Barlozv. 

I  Joel  Barlow,  Agent  and  Conful-General  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  for  the  city  and  kingdom 
of  Algiers,  certify  and  atteft  that  tlie  foregoing  i>  a 
true  copy  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the  faid 
United  States,  and  the  Bey  and  fubjeds  of  Tripoli 
of  Barbary,  of  which  the  original  is  to  be  tranlrnitted 
by  me  to  the  Minilter  of  the  laid  United  Statts,  in 
Lilbon. 

In  teflimony  whereof,  I  fign  thcfc  prefcnts  with 
>.       V    my  hand,  and  afhx  thereto  the  feal  of  the 
^  *   *''    Confulate  of  the  United  States,  at  Algiers, 
this  4th  day  of  January,   1797. 

Joel  Barlow. 
To  all  to  whona  thefe  prefcnts  fhall  come  or  be 
made  known. 

Whereas  the  underwriter  Diivid  Ilumphrcys  hath 
been  duly  appointed  Commillioner  Plenipotentiary^ 
by  letters  patent  under  the  lignature  of  the  Prelident 

and 
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s.nd  leal  of  the  United  States  ot  America,  dated  the 
30th  of  March,  1795,  tor  negotiating  and  conclud- 
ii;g  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  moft  illultrious  the 
Bafiiaw,  Lords  and  Governors  of  the  city  and  king- 
dorn-of  liipoli : — Whereas  by  a  writing  under  his 
hand  and  fcal,  dated  the  loth  February,  1796,  he 
did  (in  conformity  to  the  authority  committed  me 
iherefor)  conftitute  and  appoint  Joel  Barlow,  and 
Jofeph  Donaldfon,  jun.  Agents,  jointly  and  fepa- 
rately,  in  th.e  bulinefs  aforefaid  : — Whereas  the  an- 
nexed treaty  of  peace  and  fricndlliip  was  agreed 
upon,  ligned,  and  lealcd,  at  TripoH  of  Barbary,  and 
on  the  4th  of  November,  1796,  in  virtue  of  the 
powers  aforefaid,  and  guaranteed  by  the  moft  potent 
Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers  ;  and  whereas  the  fame 
was  certified  at  Algiers  on  the  'jd  day  of  January, 
1797,  with  the  fignature  and  leal  of  Haflan  Bafhaw, 
Dey,  and  of  Joel  Barlow,  one  of  the  agents  afore- 
faid, in  the  ablence  of  the  other  : 

Now  know  ye,  that  I,  David  Humphreys,  Com- 
millioner  Plenipotentiary  aforefaid,  do  approve  and 
conclude  the  laid  treaty,  and  every  article  and  claufe 
therein  contained,  referving  the  fame  and  neverthe- 
lefs  for  the  tinal  ratification  of  the  Prehdent  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  Senate  of  the  laid  United  States. 
Intcltimony  whereof,  I  have  ligned  the  fame  with 
my  name  and  leal,  at  the  city  of  Lilbon,  this  loth 
of  February,    1797. 

(l.  s.)  David  PIumphreys. 

KoiJO  he  it  knozvn.  that  I  John  Adams ^  Prelident  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  having  fcen  and  con- 
lidered  the  laid  treaty,  do,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  Senate,  accept,  ratify,  and  con- 
firm the  fame,  and  every  claufe  and  article  thereof. 
And  to  the  end  that  the  faid  treaty  may  be  obferved 
and  performed  with  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Slates,  I  have  ordered  the  prcmifes  to   be 

made 
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made  public  ;  and  I  do  hereby  enjoin  and  require  all 
perlbns  bearing  ofuce,  civil  or  r;;'litary,  within  the 
United  States,  and  all  other  citizens  or  inhabitants 
thereof,  faithfully  to  obferve  and  fulfil  the  faid 
treaty,  and  every  claufe  and  article  thereof. 

In  tefi'mony  whereof ,  I  have  caufed  the  feal  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to 
thefe  prcfcnts,  and  figned  with  my  hand. 
(l.  s.;  Done  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  tenth 
day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  ninety-feven,  and  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America  the  twenty- 
iirft.  John  Adams  *. 


Wednesday,  28*^  June. 

O' Carey  s  RafcaVity. — The  readers  of  this  paper 
may,  perhaps,  remember  feeing,  the  other  evening, 
a  paragraph  in  it,  defending  the  Circus  againft  the 
attack  of  the  O'Careys,  and  ftating  that  thofe  attacks 
were  occalioned  by  a  refufal,  on  the  part  of  the  Cir- 
cus people,  to  advertife  in  their  paper.  This  para- 
graph, the  enraged  editors,  in  their  paper  of  laft 
evening,  attributed  to  me,  and  at  the  fame  time  call 
it  *'  a  pufF,  to  fuppoat  the  declining  attractions  of 
the  Circus."  This  they  were  led  to  believe,  I  fup- 
pofe,  becaufe  the  Circus -man  is  a  Frenchm.an,  it 
being  well  known  that  I  have  an  extreme  partiality 
for  that  nation. 


*  The  nth  article  of  this  treaty  certainly  wants  fome  explana- 
tion. That  "  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America  is 
in  no  fenfe  founded  on  the  Chriftian  religion"  is  a  declaration  that 
one  might  have  expected  from  Soliman  Kaya,  Hajfan  Bajhavjy  Qt 
the  fans-culutte  Joel  Barloiv ;  but  it  founds  rather  oddly  from  the 
Prefident  and  Senate.  If  it  will  admit  of  fatisfaftory  explanation 
it  ought  to  receive  it ;  for  it  certainly  looks  a  little  like  trampling 
upon  the  crofs» 

VOL.  VI.  F  The 
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Tbe  fnifh  is,  the  O'Careys  knew  well  that  T  was 
not  the  author  of  the  paragraph  in  queftion  ;  hut 
thev  chofe  to  make  a  handle  of  it  to  introduce  an 
.  accufation,  which,  if  well  founded,  would  link  me 
beneath  a  flioeblack,  and  almoft  to  a  level  with 
themfelves.  They  fay:  "  We  have  heard,  Peter,  of 
your  cringinc;  letter  to  the  dire(9:ors  of  the  canal 
lottery,  to  advertile  and  do  all  their  printing  for 
nothing,  as  foon  as  you  found  that  we  had  been 
"  employed  tor  that  purpofe." 

Now,  the  hillory  of  the  bufinefs  will  fhow  what 
infamous  m.ifcreants  the  great  O's  mult  be.  J  took, 
on  credit,  fifty  canal  lottery  tickets  for  lale.  It  is  of 
little  confequence  what  was  my  motive  for  fo  doing, 
whether  it  was  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  whe- 
ther from  a  wilh  to  bring  water  into  the  city  or 
money  into  my  pocket.  I  did  it ;  I  had  the  tickets 
for  fale  ;  I  ibid  many  ;  and  I  thought  it  was  natural 
for  my  lubfcribers  to  expert,  that,  Vv'hile  I  publifhcd 
tickets  for  fale,  I  fliould  accommodate  them  wiih 
an  account  of  the  drawing.  The  firft  day's  draw- 
ing appeared  in  the  O'Careys*  paper,  and,  as  I  fup- 
pofed  the  drawing  would  appear  there  regularly, 
I  advertifed  my  tickets  for  fale,  with  a  promife  to 
give  the  lif^s  of  the  drawings  as  they  came  out. 

I  mufr  confcfs  I  felt  a  repugnance  at  being  obliged 
to  copy  the  lifts  from  the  great  O's  paper  ;  befides, 
I  fhould  have  laboured  under  the  di  fad  vantage  of 
being  always  a  day  later  than  they.  I  therefore 
fent  my  clerk  to  inc{uirc  whether  he  might  not  be 
permitted  to  copy  them  from  the  check- book  at  the 
otfice.  This  brought  the  check  clerk  to  me.  He 
would  not  grant  tliat  liberty  ;  but  he  very  politely- 
offered  to  favour  me  with  the  lifts,  on  condition  of 
receiving  fome  trifling  compcnlation.  This  favour 
I  could  not  think  of  accepting ;  and  1  once  more 
turned,  though  v\ith  a  moft  curfed  ill  will,  to  the 
vile  receptacle  of  the  O'Careys.  However,  Mr. 
3  Standifli 
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Standi fn  Forde,  the  principal  manager,  feeing  my 
advertifement  proraifing  the  lifis  ;  and  perceiving, 
I  prefarae,  the  advantage  the  inilitution  would  de- 
rive from  it,  offered  without  any  letter  or  applica- 
tion on  my  part)  to  furnifh  me  with  an  authentic 
lift  of  the  drav/ings  ;  which  has  been  done  ever 
fince. 

I  advcrtife  nothing  for  the  lottery-office.  It  is 
for  myfelf ;  for  the  fale  of  my  own  tickets.  When 
I  advertife  for  the  lottery-office  I  will  be  paid.  The 
advantage  of  my  publiHiing  the  lifts  has,  I  believe, 
already  been  perceived  by  all  thofe  who  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  the  inftitution.  It  has  made  the 
lottery  known,  where  it  never  was  before  heard  of, 
and  has  brought  hundreds  of  dollars  to  this  city 
from  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  Union.  I  often  re- 
ceive a  hundred  dollars  by  one  poft  for  tickets.  I 
have  already  taken  three  thouf^md  dollars  worth, 
and  have  no  doubt  but  I  Ihall  difpofe  of  tickets  to 
twice  that  amount.  Compared  to  a  paper  like  mine^, 
what  is  the  O'Careys'  ?  The  number  of  papers  that 
I  print  more  than  any  other  man  in  the  city  is  greater 
than  what  the  O'Careys  print  altogether.  It  was 
well  enough  to  confine  the  lifts  to  a  paper  like  this, 
if  the  managers  meant  to  keep  the  drawings  a  fecret, 
and  have  all  the  tickets  left  upon  their  hands.  I 
can  fee  no  one  that  could  poffibly  be  benefited  by 
advertifing  in  their  blundering  collection,  except 
the  book-keeper  and  themfelves.  There  is  fome- 
thnig  in  it  immoral  as  well  as  impolitic  ;  as,  while 
it  could  fcarcely  ever  be  feen  by  any  perfon,  who  had 
money  to  Ipare,  it  might  poffibly  tempt  now  and 
then  a  poor  wretch  of  Iriihtown  to  venture  his 
week's  wages  in  a  ticket,  while  his  wife  and  children 
might  be  ftarving  in  rags. 


F  2  Thursday 
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Thursday,  29'^  June, 

0* Careys  and  the  Learned  Pig. — When  an  account 
of  this  ^^  fcient'ific  anlmaT'  firli  appeared  in  this  Ga- 
zette, it  was  reported  that  the  O'Careys  were  about 
to  engage  him  as  their  editor,  judging  him  to  be 
extremely  well  calculated  to  aid  them  in  miileading 
the  ^^  fw'mijk  muU'itiuie  %'  but  it  would  leem,  that, 
after  paffing  the  evening  together  over  a  bucket  of 
firong  walh,  they  difcovered  that  the  grunting  de- 
mocrat was  not  half  lb  much  a  hog  as  themfelves. 


MClejiachan  and  Thomas. — On  the  day  that  the 
news  arrived  of  the  order  of  Council  refpedling  the 
Bank  of  England,  Mr.  Blair  M'Clenachan,  the  very 
refpe^labJe  reprefentative  of  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, who  was  exulting  at  the  event,  was  alkcd  by 
a  gentleman  of  the  bar,  what  it  was  that  pleafed  him 
fo  much  ?  "  Why,"  replied  Mac^  "  have  you  not 
heard  of  it  ?  The  Bank  of  England  has  flopped 
payment.  The  damned  rafcals  are  broke  now^ ; 
they  have  got  their  deferts  at  lafl." — "  Oh,  fie, 
*'  Mr.  M'Clenachan,"  replied  the  gentleman,  *'  you 
fliould  not  call  them  rafcals.  There's  no  rafcality 
in  merely  breakings  you  know,  if  they  give  all  up, 
and  don't  make  over  their  property  to  cheat  their 
"  creditors*,'* 


a 


(C 

ii 


French  Fraternily. — Tuefday  arrived  here  the  brig 
Dove,  Captain  Benjamin  Wyatt,  twenty-nine  days 
from  Guadaloupe.     Captain  Wyatt  relates  the  fol- 


*  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  l\\\%  ^^  hcmte  Jirokcy'*  a3 
it  was  called,  was  attributed  to  Joe  Thomas !  If  Blair  could  meet 
with  his  antagonift  now  (1799),  he  might  certainly  return  the 
blow.  Thomas  muft  be  allowed  to  have  furpafled  Blair;  but,  per- 
haps, it  would  be  very  difficult  to  find  another  fuch  a  pair  in  the 
whole  univerle, 

lowing : 
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lowing :  Had  fame  converfation  with  the  fupercargo 
of  a  fchooner  belonging  to  Virginia,  who  informed 
that  he  was  taken  bound  to  Guadaloupe  :  the  cap- 
tain and  lieutenant  of  the  privateer  which  took  him, 
came  on  board  and  prefented  two  piflols  to  his  breaft, 
and  faid,  "  That  if  he  did  not /wear  that  he  tvas  hound 
*'  to  an  EngliJIi  port,  they  would  J}ioot  him  onthefpot.** 
In  order  to  fave  his  life,  he  was  obliged  to  comply  ; 
in  confequence  of  which  the  veflel  and  cargo  were 
condemned  *, 


' Munroe. — On  Tuefday  evening  laft  arrived  in  this 
city  the  celebrated  Cit'izen  Munroe,  late  Minifler  of 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Barras  and  com- 
pany "f-. 

Friday,   10'^  June. 

Venice  and  Buonaparte. — Buonaparte,  to  the  Doge 
of  Venice. — Head-quarters,  Judenberg,  20th  Ger- 
minal (April). 

In  all  the  Venetian  territories  in  Terra  Firma,  the 
fubjedts  of  your  Government  are  under  arms,  and  the 
rallying  cry  is,  "  Death  to  the  French  !" 

The  number  of  the  foldiers  of  the  army  of  Italy, 
who  have  been  their  vi6tims,  amount  already  to  leve- 


*  French  fraternity,  like  all  other  good  thipgs,  is  grown  indif- 
ferent to  us,  from  being  overloaded  with  it ;  it  is  humbly  hoped, 
however,  that  this  trait  will,  from  \x.%JingularLtj,  be  an  agreeable 
treat. 

•f-  It  is  confidently  reported,  that  a  certain  Ex-minijler  has  fpe- 
culated  largely  in  the  conjifcated property,  now  fo  plenty  in  our  fil- 
jter  republic.  Such  traffic,  we  are  much  inclined  to  think,  cannot 
tend  to  llrengthen  an  attachment  to  the  interefts  of  his  o%vn  coun- 
try, an  attachment  which  was  never  thought  to  be  very  ftrong. 
While  the  gentleman  is  enjoying  by  anticipation  the  variety  ot 
pleafures  that  attend  him  on  his  fe\idal  domains,  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  remind  him  of  a  maxim  which  has  been  fully  fan£tioned 
by  very  recent  experience,  that  ivhat  is  got  over  the  devil's  l/ack 
goes  under  his  belly. 

F  3  ral 
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ral  luindreds.  In  vain  you  afFe6t  to  dilavow  thofe 
movements  which  have  been  provoked  by  }oiirrelf. 
After  I  have  carried  our  arms  into  the  heart  of  Ger- 
many, do  you  beheve  that  I  iTiall  not  be  able  to 
make  the  firit  nation  in  the  world  be  refpedlcd  ?  Do 
you  imagine  that  tlie  legion  of  Italy  will  fuffer  tamely 
the  maliacres  which  you  excite  ?  The  blood  of  our 
brothers  in  arms  fhall  be  avenged ;  and  there  is  not 
a  French  battalion  charged  with  the  miffion,  which 
does  not  feel  three  times  the  courage  and  i'irength 
neceffary  to  punifh  you.  The  Senate  of  Venice  has 
returnecl  the  blackefl  perfidy  for  the  generolity  with 
which  we  have  behaved  towards  it.  I  fend  you  my 
propoiitions  by  one  of  my  aid-de-camps  and  chief 
of  brigade — War  or  peace.  If  you  do  not  ipnmedi- 
ately  take  every  meafure  neceffary  for  difperiing  the 
banditti,  if  you  do  not,  as  foon  as  poflible,  arreft 
and  put  into  my  hands  the  authors  of  the  murders 
which  have  been  committed,  war  is  declared.  The 
Turks  are  not  on  your  frontiers;  no  enemies  menace 
you  ;  yet  you  have  fanc'}  )ned  the  premeditated  de-e 
lign  of  the  priefts,  to  form  infurrcdion,  and  to  direct: 
it  againtt  the  French.  I  give  you  twenty-four  hours 
to  difperfe  them.  The  days  of  Charles  VII.  are  paft. 
If,  noivvithftanding  Ihe good-will  theFrench  Govern- 
ment has  Ihown  towards  you,  I  fhall  be  compelled 
to  attack  you,  do  not  imagine  that  the  French  fol- 
diers,  like  the  brigands  you  have  armed,  will  ravage 
the  fields  of  the  innocent  and  unfortunate  people  of 
Terra  Firma.  No  !  I  fliall  protect  them  !  and  they 
will  blefs  the  caufe  which  has  obliged  the  French 
armv  to  deliver  them  from  your  tyrannical  govern- 
ment. Buonaparte, 


Venice. — Paris.  May  3.  A  courier  arrived  lafl 
night  fo  the  Diredory  from  Buonaparte,  who  brought 
letters  to  the  deputies  from  Milan.  The  following 
^re  their  contents ; 

Th<; 
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The  French  Iroops  commanded  by  General  Gu- 
rlenx,  joined  to  the  Lombard  legions  under  General 
Leho^,  marched  againft  Verona. 

They  found  before  the  town  the  inhabitants 
armed,  and  the  Sclavonian  troops  intrenched  with 
cannon.  The  French  General  fummoned  the  com- 
mander to  difarm  and  difmifs  them.  The  com- 
mandant anlwcred,  that  he  could  not  at  that  mo- 
ment, as  the  people  were  irritated  againft  the 
French.  Immediately  the  peafants  attacked  the 
Lombards,  and  were  repulfed.  Ihe  French  Gene- 
ral ordered  an  attack  to  be  made.  The  rclifiance 
was  obftinate,  but  tlie  Venetian  fatcUites  ofoliffar- 
chy  were  at  length  routed.  I'hey  fled  to  a  iar^e 
houfe  which  they  had  eliablilhtd  for  their  maga- 
zines, and  where  they  had  tlieir  ammnnilion  and 
proviiions.  From  this  they  kept  up  a  dteadtul  tire, 
but  a  fhell  fell  amongft  them,  fet  tire  to  their  pow- 
der, and  all  blew  up  :  four  or  five  hundred  Sclavo- 
nians,  with  their  commandant,  were  the  victims  to 
the  explohon  ! 

At  the  departure  of  the  courier,  the  city  had  been 
fired,  and  the  fire  was  fpreading  on  all  lides  *  !  ! 

Gallatin 


*  The  treatment  that  the  Republic  of  Venice  has  received  from 
the  favage  defpots  of  France,  though  unjuft  and  cruel  in  the 
greateit  degree,  is  what  tv<.vy  pajjivc  neutral Jiateh^s,  fuffered,  and 
as  good  as  they  had  any  right  to  expeft.  Neutrality  towards  thefe 
enemies  of  the  human  race  was  a  crime  againft  focietv ;  as  it  im- 
phed  a  tacit  approbation  of  their  atrocious  politics,  as  wtll  as  a 
lelfifti  indifference  to  the  fufferinos  of  others.  But  a  tame  iub- 
miffion  on  the  part  of  every  government  to  t^^eir  infults  and  ag- 
greffions,  through  the  wiole  courfe  of  this  diaboliral  war,  his 
been  the  fure  means  to  provoke  their  increafe  and  continuarce, 
until  even  the  voice  of  comp!;iinr  itfelf  has  been  fnr^thered.  Ve- 
nice retlfted  all  the  applications  of  the  combineci  powers  to  take  a 
part  in  the  war  againft  France,  even  after  tlie  plundering  and 
murdering  fans-culottes  had  ente'-ed  Italy.  She  hugged  h^-rielt 
up  in  her  neutrality,  and  flattered  berfelf  with  her  imagined  fiifety 
pp  the  borders  oi  the  Adriatic.  What  has  all  this  availed  her?  The 

F  4  pajiig 
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Gallatin  and  Sivaniv'ich  in  Congrefs. — The  crafty 
foreigner,  who,  to  complete  our  degradation,  leads 
the  majority  of  a  certain  great  ai^embly,  ftill  be- 
trays the  lame  depravity  that  governed  him  in  his 
former  attempts  to  impede  the  operations  oi  Govern- 
ment. I  preiume  he  thinks  that  what  failed  of 
fuccefs  In  Braddock's  field,  may  be  executed  more 
efFecfually  in  Philadelphia  ;  as  to  leave  the  country 
expoled  to  the  depredations  of  a  daring  and  unprin- 
cipled enemy  may  be  more  fatal,  as  it  is  doubtlels 
quite  as  criminal,  as  to  raife  the  Itandard  of  rebel- 
lion in  its  bofom. 

Through  the  whole  of  the  prefent  leffion  of  Con- 
grefs has  this  quibblcr  oppoled  every  effort  made  by 
the  friends  of  Government,  to  proteft  our  commerce, 
or  to  repel  the  infults  of  the  bafe  and  perfidious 
Gaul.  But  as  every  artlul  fcoundrel,  fo  has  this 
Monlieur  fometimes  committed  himfelf :  his  cow- 
ardice has  ibmetimes  betrayed  him  into  a  vote,  re- 
pugnant to  his  well-known  principles,  and  pro- 
duced a  neceflity  of  checking  it,  as  loon  as  poliible, 
by  another  direelly  hoftile.  Thus  has  the  wretch 
often  been  at  war  with  himfelf. 

When  Congrefs  relblved,  after  a  diigraceful  op- 
polition,  to  fortify  the  ports  and  harbours  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  his  name  appeared  among  the  Yeas;  but 
on  the  next  day  he  refufed  his  allent  to  provide  artil- 
lerifts,  to  garrifon  thefe  fortifications  after  they  fhall 
be  completed.  He  has  confeffed  in  the  fullelt  and 
moft  unequivocal  terms,  that  the  commerce  of  the 


Gallic  hordes  have  invaded  her  territories,  feized  on  her  fortifi- 
cations ;  burned  her  towns ;  laid  the  whole  ftate  under  contribu- 
tion; murdered  her  citizens;  and,  to  complete  their  iniquity,  are 
going  to  partition  her  territories  to  indemnify  the  Emperor. 

Such  will  be  your  fate,  you  torpid  Americans !  as  fure  as  you 
ha\e  a  country  to  lofe,  happinels  and  independence  to  be  broken 
in  upon,  io  fure  the  favages  of  Gaul  will  be  with  you,  as  foon  as 
their  arms  are  difengaged  from  the  wars  of  Europe. 

United 
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United  States  has  fufFered  greatly  by  the  depreda- 
tions of  its  enemies,  and  that  it  is  by  far  their  mofl 
vulnerable  part ;  yet  he  has  flrained  every  nerve, 
exerted  all  the  refources  of  fophiftry  and  quibble, 
to  oppofe  the  only  kind  of  armament  calculated  to 
defend  it.  In  fhort,  this  Genevefe  patriot,  tliough 
driven  out  of  his  courfe  fometimes  by  timidity,  has 
never  loll  light  of  his  objed  ;  that  of  Jiopphig  the 
wheels  of  Government ^  and  truckling,  like  his  poor 
trodden-down  countrymen,  to  the  haughty  man- 
dates of  France :  but  through  this  feffion  of  Con- 
g'refs  he  has  trimmed,  and  quibbled,  and  contra-. 
di<5ted  himfelf  fo  often,  that  the  man  I  once  hated 
for  his  political  fins  ^  1  now  begin  to  defpifc  alfo  for 
his  imbecility. 

How  long  fhall  Pcnnfylvania  be  difgraced,  and 
lofe  her  ftation  in  the  fcale  of  the  United  States, 
by  fuch  a  fufpicious  outlandilTi  reprcfentative ;  by 
a  man,  who,  in  her  better  days,  that  are  paft, 
would  hardly  have  been  trufted  with  the  office  of  a 
conftable,  or  a  Iheriif's  underllrapper  ?  I  remember 
the  time,  and  I  remember  it  with  regret,  when  the 
found  of  his  uncouth  gibberilh  alone,  if  there  had 
been  nothing  elfe  againft  him,  would  have  been  a 
fure  prevention  to  his  ever  riling  to  confidence.  In 
thofe  days  Pcnnfylvania  had  too  much  virtue  and 
goodfenie,  to  intruft  the  public  welfare  to  the  keep- 
ing of  an  old  private  erf  man  ^  or  to  vote  a  French  wolf 
the  guardian  of  her  flieep  *. 

Saturday, 

*  It  has  often  been  faid,  and  I  think  it  cannot  be  too  often  re- 
peated, that  the  French  influence  is  continually  gaining  ground  in 
this  country,  and  that  the  American  charadler  a-  an  independent 
people  will  be  foon  entirely  loft.  If  there  is  any  peribn  who  has 
arrived  at  the  years  of  difcretion,  and  can  doubt  the  truth  of  this 
obfervation,  I  would  not  wifli  him  to  have  fairer  proof  of  the  ex- 
illence  of  this  influence  than  what  was  exhibited  on  Thurfday  in 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States.  A  propolition 
for  arming  for  the  purpofe  of  protecting  the  commerce  of  the 

United 
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Saturday,  i''  July. 
Mwrroe. —  Monlicur  Munroc,  as  was  reported,  did 
actually  arrive  in  this  city  on  I'ucfday  ]aft,  but  hav- 
ing difobeycd  the  ordinances  of  the  hcahh-of^ce, 
was,  with  his  family,  ordered  to  return  down  to  the 
veflcl  the  next  day,  there  to  remain  until  all  on 
board  had  undergone  the  ufual  formalities  of  ex.- 
auiinafion  ;  wliich  order  he  tliought  proper  to 
comply  with. 

This  mnft  have  been  confoundedly  grating  to  one 

.  who  lb  lately  had  ihe  honour   o{  fiKccliifywg  in  fre- 

Jence  of  the  fultrnis  of  France^  featcd  on  the  tin  one  of 

liberty,  and  lurrounded  with  their  hundred  thoufand 

ilavcF. 


United  States,  being  before  the  Houfe,  a  gentleman,  a  reprefent- 
ative  of  one  of  the  fnft  con.mercial  cities,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
oppofitron  to  the  meafure,  iijade  the  following  reniaiks:  "We 
*'  have  lent  an  extiaoidii^.ary  embafTy  to  France,  to  adjirft  our 
*'  differences  ;  and  before  we  know  tl:e  fuccefs  of  the  negotiation, 
"  we  are  putnng  ourfeives  into  a  ftate  of  defence  !  What  will  the 
••  French  Directory  fay  to  this?  Will  they  not  very  properly  afk, 
"  For  what  purpole  is  your  Government  arming  ?  Yon  came  here 
*'  to  treat  with  us  about  peace,  and  are  preparing  for  war  at  home. 
"  Will  France  approve  of  our  arming  ?  V\  ill  (lie  not  fend  your 
"  negotiators  home  again,  to  tell  your  Govcrnir.cnt  to  lay  down 
"  your  arms  before  you  begin  to  treat  with  us  t  Can  it  be  ex- 
**  peered  the  Direftory  will  treat  with  \is  when  they  fee  we  are 
*•  preparing  for  war,  in  ca1e  we  do  not  furceed  in  our  demands  r" 
I  believe  there  have  never  been,  fince  the  formation  of  our  govcrn- 
mrnr,  fentimcnts  fo  humiliating  and  fi  degrading  to  our  chat a6ter 
as  an  independent  people,  exprelTed  by  any  one  of  it»  greateft 
enenn^s.  Jf  the  American  people  are  reduced  to  fucli  a 'ftate  of 
vafTa'age  and  humble  reliance  on  France,  as  to  be  afraid  of  putting 
thcrnlclves  into  a  man  y  pofture  ot  defence,  without  the  previous 
apprt  bation  of  the  Directory,  I  iliink  it  lugh  lime  to  throw .afide 
the  prefentexpenfive  form  of  government,  and  to  folicit  Farmer 
G'lfS,  and  a  few  other  Freiichnicn,  to  do  the  brifmefs  for  us.  This 
flate  of  vail'alage  may  well  fuit  the  ideas  of  an  infurrection-breeder 
of  Geneva,  a  defpcrate  gambler  or  negro-diiver  of  Virginia,  a 
br.iikriipt  f»ipotfut  rcpccrtiitativt:  of  Phil,,idc!})lfiia,  or  a  fraudulent 
Jeileyinan;  but  caa  uf^-vcr  accord  v.iih  the  feelings  of  a  real 
American. 

•    la 
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La  Fayette  arid  Co.  rekafcd  at  the  Intercejfion  of 
Buonaparte. — A  Paris  paper  of  May  i,  fays,  that 
Buonaparte,  previous  lo  the  fignlng  of  the  prelimi- 
naries of  peace,  df-:^iandcd  tlie  releafe  o^  La  Fayette, 
Bureau  Piify,  and  hatoi'.r  Maiihourg  ;  which  demand, 
it  would  feem,  \vr,?  made  in  confequence  of  an  or- 
^cr  from  the  Directory. 

Upo^^.  this  arlicle  the  Paris  Editor  obferves  :  "  It 
**  is  no!  io  be  luppofed  that  the  hero  of  Italy,  ib 
**'  dilVuiguifhed  by  every  noble  and  generous  fenti- 
^*  ment,  would  have  negledied  to  break  the  chains 
'*'  of  the  iJluJirlous  viBims  of  the  vengeance  and  ty- 
"  ranny  of  the  Engltjh  Govcniment :  but  it  is  plcat- 
"  ing  to  fee  the  Diredlory  th.emfelves  anti.cipating 
f*  this  a6l  ol magna7i'p?iity^nd  jujlice.  It  is  a  glorious 
'*  triumph  of  the  fpint  of  moderation  over  the  fury 
**  of  party." 

A  few  fadls  relative  to  tins  illujfrlous  vi(5lim  and 
his  magyummous  deliverers  may  not  be  amils  at  l'?e 
pretent  momerit.  La  Fayette  was  firtl  impeached 
J)V  Jmn  de  Bric^  whofe  name  we  have  very  lately  feen 
amons"  the  leaders  of  the  Council  of  old  ones.  Tnc 
impeachment  was  fupported  by  Brillbt  in  the  heft 
fpeech  that  famous  fcoujidrel  ever  made.  The  whole 
of  the  Briifotine  faction  (the  fa6ion  that  now  rules) 
ufed  the  utmoft  oi  their  endeavours  to  bring  him  to 
tlie  block  ;  and,  no  fooner  had  they  detiuoncd  the 
King,  than  they  prolcribcd  La  Fayette  by  a  decree 
which  would  diflionour  favages.  He  was  declared 
to  be  out  of  the  proteelion  of  the  law  ;  it  was  cn- 
joiried  on  every  citizen  to  fhoot,  or  otherwife  to  de- 
ilroy  him  if  poliible;  every  magiftr^te  was  ordered 
to  caufe  fearch  to  be  made  for  his  wife;  and  children, 
and  to  imprifon  them  wherever  found  ;  and,  that  his 
infamy  might  be  handed  down  to  poiicrity,  his  houfe 
was  ordered  to  be  reduced  to  allies  ;  and  a  monu- 
nicnt  erecled  on  the  fpot,  bearing  an  infeription  ex- 
prc|!iv^  of  his  crimes  and  of  the  juU  vengeaiice  of  the 
*  "^    '  nation. 
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nation.  And  this  man  the  wretches  have  now  the 
impudence  to  call  the  lUuJlrious  viclim  ;  and  the  vic- 
tim too  of  the  Englijh  Government  !  The  millions  of 
murders  they  have  committed  at  Nantz  and  other 
places,  they  will  alfo  lay  to  the  charge  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  Government ;  nor  have  1  the  leaft  doubt  but 
we  fhall  yet  hear  the  Englifh  Government  accufecj 
of  cutting  off  Loais  XVI.  and  his  family. 

It  is  fomething  curious  enough  that  the  Directory 
iliould  difpute  with  Buonaparte  the  honour  of  de- 
manding La  Fayette's  releafe.  Bafe  hypocrites  \ 
They  were  every  man  of  them  amongft  his  moft  bitter 
enemies.  It  was  La  Croix  that  propofed  to  denounce 
him  for  correfponding  with  the  King  and  Queen; 
Carnot  obtained  the  decree  for  arrelting  him,  and 
Merlin  (our  old  flag  friend)  was  one  of  the  three  de- 
puties fent  to  the  army  to  feize  on  the  carcafs  of  the 
*'  illujirious  vi61im,"  and  drag  it  to  the  bar  of  the 
Affembly.  This  is  the  ''^  jujf  and  "  magnanimous''' 
Qxcssi  that  now  throws  the  blame  of  La  Fayette's  im- 
prifonment  on  a  government  that  never  had  him  in  its 
power,  nor  ever  interfered  at  all  refpedling  him. 

This  is  the  age  of  impudence  and  rafcality.  Truth 
is  become  falfehood,  and  falfehood  truth.  The  atro- 
cious, notorious  lie  contained  in  the  above-quoted 
paragraph  is  publifhed  through  this  country  as  an 
article  of  ncjcs,  entitled  to  the  ufual  degree  of  credi- 
bility. The  publifiiers  are  careful  to  make  no  com- 
ment that  may  tend  to  betray  its  falfehood.  They 
ftand,  angler- like,  w^atching  its  progrefs  along  the 
liream  ;  and  though  they  know  they  are  iifhing  with 
a  naked  hook,  they  alfo  know  that  in  fuch  nume- 
rous flioals  there  are  always  fome  gudgeons. 


0" Careys  and  the  Learned  Fig. — Sir,  Having  ob- 
ferved  that  vou  have  been  a  fecond  time  milinformed, 
or  at  leaft  that  vou  have  a  fecond  time  milinformed  the 
public  refpccting  the  learned  pig,  I  take  the  liberty 

J  to 
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to  addrcfs  to  you  a  *'  Statement  of  fai^s"  refpetling 
him;  which  flatement,  as  it  is  in  defence  of  an  inr- 
jured  individual,  yxiu  have,  T  truft,  too  much  im- 
partiahty  to  refufe  a  place  in  your  Gazette. 

This  Solomon  of  the  fwinilh  multitude  received 
the  iirll  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  patriotic 
town  of  Bel  fall,  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  The  De- 
mocratic Club,  and  the  many  focieties  of  United 
Iriihmen  in  and  about  that  town,  fo  improved  the 
talents  of  this  Hibernian,  and  he  and  they  became  fo 
aflimilated,  that  he  was  admitted  to  their  no61urnal 
meetings ;  where,  though  but  quite  a  roafler,  he 
foon  rendered  himfelf  confpicuous  as  an  orator  in  the 
caufe  of  reformation. 

As  he  arrived  at  maturity  his  views  extended.  He 
removed  to  the  metropolis,  where  he  found  many 
difciples,  among  v/hom  the  O'Careys,  now  in  this 
city,  were  looked  upon  as  the  greateli  zealots.  But, 
not  pofTelling  lb  much/olid  underflanding  as  their 
learned  apoitlQ,  forae  of  them  got  a  yoke  round  their 
fwinifh  necks ;  others,  to  iave  their  bacon,  fumed 
king's  evidence  againfl;  their  own  aflbciates ;  one  of 
whom  was  of  the  medical  trihe'^',  and  had,  like  his 
learned  fellow-citizen,  arrived  at  ?  kind  oi prefidency 
among  thefivine.  The  confequence  finally  has  been, 
the  family  oi  iho.  great  O'Sy  loyal  anddifloyal,  king's 
evidences  and  democrats,  fick  and  well,  rotten  and 
found,  have  all  tranfported  themfelves  to  this  coun- 
try, and  principally  to  this  poor  unfortunate  State, 
where  there  is  no  gallovvs>  and  where  lome  of  them 
have  endeavoured  to  diffeminate  their  hog's  wafh 
principles  by  tolling  them  up  to  the  public  in  the 
form  of  a  newfpaper. 

To  return  to  the  learned  pig  ;    whether  it  be  ow- 
ing to  the  charaiSter  of  the  O'Careys,  or  to  fome  other 

*  DoSior  Drenan,   agalaft  whom  one   Fbilpot  Carey  turned 
king's  evidence. 

caufe. 
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caufe,  I  know  not ;  but  of  this  I  can  afTurc  the  puB-^ 
lie  upon  the  word  and  honour  of  a  gentleman,  that 
lince  bis  arrival  in  America  he  has  never  had  the 
Icaft  concern  or  acquaintance  with  them  ;  nor  has 
he,  as  you  have  related,  Mr.  Porcupine,  evrr  con- 
detcended  to  treat  with  them  for  the  editorlhip  to 
their  Gazette.  Cando.  r. 

Swanzvick. — To  John  Swanwick  — Sir,  Although 
it  is  a  well-known  fa6"t  that  your  actions  through 
life  have  been  governed  by  iritefeft  and  ambition, 
and  of  courfe  cannot  create  furprife  in  any  one  who 
is  acquainted  with  you  ;  yet  your  conduct  through 
the  different  flages  of  your  political  career,  from  the 
day  on  which  you  firft  mounted  the  roffrum  in  the 
State-houfe  yard  (preparatory  to  becoming  a  can- 
didate for  a  feat  in  our  State  Legiflature  ■  to  the  pre- 
lent  time,  has  been  marked  with  fo  many  circum- 
llances  of  evil  tendency  towards  Government,  and 
fo  fubverfive  of  the  good  order  and  happinefs  enjoyed 
by  every  good  citizen  of  the  United  States,  that  it  is 
a  duty  incumbent  on  every  man  who  vvifhes  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  that  bleffing  to  expofe  the  wickednefs  to  * 
which  your  meafures  would  lead. 

Imprefied  with  this  opinion,  and  from  a  lincere 
regard  to  the  welfare  of  my  fellow-citizens,  I  fhall 
in  this  addrefs  lay  before  them  Ibme  matters  which  - 
have  patred  unnoticed  in  all  that  has  hitherto  been 
written  on  the  fubjecl ;  for  the  prefent  I  (hall  con- 
fine myfelf  to  two.  Firii",  that  a  few  years  ago  no 
man  could  have  exprefled  more  exalted  opinions  of 
Great  Britain  (your  native  country)  than  you  did ; 
^  and  then,  according  to  the  ideas  you  held  out  in  all 
converlations  regarding  her,  llie  was  the  7nq/l  ge- 
nerous and  the  mojl  poiverful  nation  on  earth — a  na- 
tion with  which  the  United  States  mud,  both  from 
interell:  and  policy,  form  the  clofcft  connexions. 
Secondly,  the  greateft  enemy  of  France  could  not 

have 
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have  reprefcnted  that  nation  in  a  tnorc  contemptible 
point  of  view  than  you  have  done ;  it  was  a  nation 
(to  life  your  own  words)  on  wliich  America  could 
place «/?  dependance  ;  her  pohcy  was  always  dangerous 
to  the  "djorld  \  her  merchants  were  men  deftitute  of 
honour,  and  totally  i^wor^'w/^  ^///ie'  true  principles  of 
commerce  ;  a  nation,  in  fhort,  with  which  our  inter- 
courfe  mvid  forever  be  very  llaiited. 

With  fuch  avovved  fentinients  and  opniions  of  the 
two  nations  at  the  period  mention^'d,  let  meaikyou, 
my  lage  politician,  how  you  can  reconcile  them  to 
'thofe  you  now  hold  out  to  the  world  in  your  laboured 
fpeeches  in  and  cut  of  Congreis.  Is  tiie  Britifh  na-  . 
tion  lets  generous,  or  is  it  lefs  the  intercft  of  Ame- 
rica to  form  a  connexion  with  her  at  this  day  than  it 
was  when  The  was  fo  much  your  boa(t  ?  Wliat  new 
difcovery  of  virtue  have  you  made  in  the  French  peo- 
ple ?  Has  their  condu{5l  in  the  courle  of  this  war, 
which  they  wage  again  ft  heaven  and  earth,  been 
fuch  as  to  imprcfs  on  your  mind  a  more  favourable 
opinion  of  them  than  tiiat  in  which  you  formerly 
held  them  ?  or  rather,  my  virtuous  citizens,  ha\'e 
you  been  io  charmed  by  Genet,  Fducliet,  and  yidet^ 
in  the  noflurnal  communications  you  have  fo  fre- 
quently bad  with  them,  as  to  become  a  prolelyte  to 
the  caufe  of  France,  and  to  advocate  her  atrocities 
towards  the  countries  in  Europe,  and  even  her  re- 
peated injuries  and  infults  to  this  country,  which 
adopted  you,  and  wherein  you  have  received  (o 
many  benefits  ?  Finally,  let  me  aik  you,  is  your 
condu6l  the  refult  of  precious  confellions  to  Father 
Fauchet,  which,  as  o-ne  of  his  penitents,  you  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  making  to  hini  ?  and  has  he  by 
his  gentle  admonitions  ealed  your  tender  confcience 
on  the  fcore  of  your  fins  in  having  been  07icc  attached 
to  Old  England,  or  pretending  to  befo,  ablblved  you 
from  it  ?  But  the  truth  is^  my  iittic  Statefman,  as  I 

obferved' 
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obfcrrcd  before,  you  hold  no  opinion  or  fentiment 
either  of  countries  or  of  men,  that  is  not  connected 
with  your  intereft  and  ambition  :  to  gratify  them, 
you  would  facrifire  the  world  ;  nay,  not  excepting 
that  country  of  which  you  are  now  a  partifan. 

MoNDAr,    3*^  July. 

Mwiroe. — On  Saturday  lafi,  about  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  was  performed,  in  Ibmc  tavern  in  this 
city,  a  moft  ludicrous  farce,  called  "  The  Welcome 
to  Citizen  Mimroe."  The  principal  chara6ters  were 
the  Viri^inian  Philofophcr,  Mrs.  M'Kean's  hulband, 
and  Monlieur  Citizen  Tazewell,  of  the  ancient  do- 
minion, commonly  called  the  Land  of  Debts. 

An  analyfis  of  this  performance  will  be  attempted 
in  mv  next:  in  the  mean  time  let  the  Ex-minilter 
and  his  welcoming  crew  greafc  themfelves  well  over, 
for  I  proniifc  them  a  roalling, 

Paine^s  j^ge  of  Reafon ;  Comments  on  it  hy  a  German 
Clergyman. — Citizen  Paine,  The  papers  have  an- 
nounced your  arrival  in  America,  and  therefore  my 
time  is  come  to  attack  your  h^c  of  Reafon,  When 
encountered  face  to  face,  j'ou  may  delend  yonrfelf  if 
you  think  proper,  and  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of 
ibul  play.  1  he  treatment  which  I  intend,  to  give, 
you  lliall  accord  with  your  deferts ;  that  is,  I  iTiall 
coniider  you  as  a  profane  fool,  and  if  you  can  ofier 
anything  in  your  vindication  I  am  willing  to  hear  it. 

Text.  It  has  been  my  intention  for  feveral  years 
paff  to  pnblifh  my  thoughts  on  religion. 

Comment.  Your  motives  are  pretty  well  known. 
You  vvioiethe  firtt  part  of  the  Age  of  Reafon  to  fave 
your  ugly  head  from  the  guillotine,  and  the  fccond 
part  to  procure  a  little  Ibmethins:  to  eat. 

TexL 
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Text.  The  circiimftance  that  has  now  taken  place 
in  France  has  rendered  a  work  of  this  kind  exceed- 
ingly necejfary  ;  led  in  the  general  wreck  of  fuperfii- 
tion,  &c.  we  lofe  ti2;ht  of  ;«&;W/{)',  oi  humanity ^  and 
of  the  theology  which  is  true.  • 

Comment.  You  offer  wonders  of  inconfiftency  for 
our  digeltion.     We  are  to  believe  you  on  your  word, 
that  we  infallible  men  of  reafon,  having  the  Bible  of 
creation  (as  you  call  it)  daily  before  our  notes,  are, 
notwithftanding  our  omnifcience,  in  imminent  dan- 
ger of  loiing  fight  even  of  morality,  humanity,  and 
theology.    That  a  work,  a  written  book  on  religion, 
is  not  only  neceffary,  but  even  exceedingly  necetrary, 
for  our  prefervation  :     that  our  Creator  has  not  pro- 
vided for  fuch  a  work,  but  has  abandoned  mankind 
to  the  pernicious  efFc61s  of  fedu61ion  and  immorality  : 
that  he  is  furpaffcd  in  benevolence  by  you  ;  and  that 
he  left  the  fabrication  of  a  work  exceedingly  neceffary 
in  a  moral  view,  to  the  care  of  poor  (illy  Tom  Paine  : 
■ — the  deifts  may  believe  this  article  of  your  faith  if 
they  choofe,  but  certainly  I  (hall  not  believe  it. 

Text.  When  a  man  has  fo  far  corrupted  and  pro- 
ffituted  the  chaftity  of  his  mind  as  to  fubfcribe  his 
profeffional  belief  to  things  he  does  not  believe,  he 
has  prepared  himfelf  for  the  commifHon  of  every 
crime.  He  takes  up  the  trade  of  a  priefl^  for  the  fake 
of  gain,  and,  in  order  to  qualify  himfelf  for  that 
trade,  he  begins  v/ith  perjury. 

Comment.  This  is  a  gloomy,  but  it  may  be  an  exadt 
delineation  of  your  own  heart.  Wc  are  told  by  a  cer- 
tain Mr.  Oldys  that  you  have  frequently  been  guilty  of 
perjury;  that  you  tried  for  the  priefthood,  and  werere- 
je6fed  ;  that  your  itch  of  preaching  was  to  great,  that, 
for  a  time,  you  went  fcreeching  about  as  an  itinerant 
preacher  among  the  Methodilts.  This,  prcbably,  is 
the  principal  caufe  of  your  malevolency  ;  you  aimed  at 
the  prieilhood,  and  could  not  obtain  it.  Ihe  grapes 
arc  four,  faid  the  fox  when  he  could  not  reach  them. 
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From  your  difappointrnrni,  the  acrimony  which  yoU 
iT!??.nifeft  ajT^inil  the  pricits  may  be  fufficiently  ex- 
plained. Now  yoii  argue  in  the  manner  of  the 
thieves  and  the  pickpockets,  who  furmife,  from  a 
coafcioufnefs  of  their  own  dlfhonefty,  that  all  the 
world  are  difhonefr.  A  whore  will  hardly  believe 
that  any  woman  is  chafle ;  nor  you,  from  a  know- 
ledge of  your  infincerity,  that  any  prieft  is  lincere. 
But  the  French  priefls  have  faved  the  honour  of  the 
clergy  by  a  confutation  of  your  calumnies  with  their 
blood.  At  the  time  that  you  wrote  your  book,  at 
the  time  that  you,  pitiful  wretch,  denied  the  Lord 
who  bought  you,  in  order  to  faveyour  life  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  yot;?r  falvation  ;  at  that  time,  thoufands  of 
them  iuffered  their  throats  to  be  cut  for  the  fake  of  a 
good  confcience.  An  they  have  done,  the  Chriflian 
priefts  of  every  country  will  do  when  the  hour  of 
trial  ihali  come;  and  fuch  at^^lions  as  thcfe  cannot 
be  obfcured  by  the  ravings  of  an  apoftate  and  si  de- 
bauchee. 

Tcxs.  As  fcvcral  of  mv  colleagues,  and  others  of 
my  fellow- citizens  of  France,  have  given  me  the 
example  of  making  their  voluntary  and  individual 
profefiion  of  failh,  I  will  alfo  make  mine. 

Comment.  You  were  a  citizen  of  France  then, 
though  you  denied  it  io  your  letter  to  General 
Walhington.  A  liar  ought  to  have  a  good  memory. 
But  as  to  tlie  circumftance  of  your  profeffion  of  faith, 
that  is  pleafant,  as  we  (hall  enjoy  the  opportunity  of 
obferviog  the  apifli  griinaces  of  a  French  Lcgiflator 
laying  his  creed. 

Text.  I  believe  in  one  God,  and  no  more. 

Comment.  Wliut  do  you  call  the  God  that  you  be- 
lieve in  ?  Is  it  whifky,  punch,  or  Madeira  wine  ? 
It  appears  like  rebellion  againft  the  majetty  of  reafon 
to  hear  a  lot  talk  of  his  believing  iu  God.  But,  as 
the  Qodi  defcribed  by  the  modern  deifis  fecms  to  be  a 
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deified   devil,    in    fuch    a  one    you   may    poffibly 
believe. 

Text.  I  hope  for  happinefs  beyond  this  life. 

Comment,  Reafon  awards  happinefs  only  to  the 
virtuous ;  and  therefore  your  hope  is  ridiculous  in  the 
extreme.  Certainly  that  heaven  muft  be  a  proper 
hogfty  where  fuch  fwine  as  you  will  find  admit- 
tance. 

Text.  I  believe  the  equality  of  man. 

Comment.  If  you  have  kept  a  negro  wench  for 
your  concubine,  your  faith  in  this  refpe6l  may  be 
very  natural. 

Text.  I  believe  that  religious  duties  confift  in  do- 
ing juflice,  loving  mercy,  and  endeavouring  to  make 
our  fellow-creatures  happy. 

Comment.  Yes,  in  endeavouring  to  make  your  fel- 
low-creatures happy  ;  but  the  remark  muft  not  be 
forgotten,  that  the  only  fellow-creatures  the  majority 
of  the  modern  deifts  feem  to  have,  are  the  ftrumpety 
inhabitants  of  the  common  flews.  As  to  your  juil  ice 
and  mercy,  your  creditors,  your  wives,  and  the 
fentence  which  paffed  on  the  King  of  France,  may 
witnefs  to  thefe.  To  hear  you  talk  of  jullice  and 
mercy  is  like  hearing  a  whore  preaching  up  the 
virtue  of  chaftity. 

Text.  We  cannot  ferve  God  in  the  manner  we 
ferve  thofe  who  cannot  do  without  fuch  fervice. 

Comment.  We  know  it,  Tom,  we  know  it,  that 
we  cannot  ferve  God  in  the  manner  we  ferve  thofe 
who  cannot  do  without  fuch  fervice.  We  cannot,  for 
example,  ferve  him  with  foups  and  ragouts ;  we 
cannot  plaftcr  his  feet  nor  pull  his  teeth  ;  but  does  it 
follow,  that,  becaufe  we  cannot  ferve  him  in  this 
manner,  we  cannot  and  fhall  not  ferve  him  in 
any  manner  ?  And  fuch  a  blockhead  as  you,  who 
will  frame  fuch  objedlions  as  thefe,  v^ill  undertake 
to  write  upon  religion  ! 

7Va/.  The  only  idea  we  can  have  of  ferving  God, 
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is  that  of  contributing  to  the  happinefs  of  the  living 
creation  that  God  has  made. 

CommenL  But  what  do  you  mean  by  happinefs  ? 
Is  it  the  knowledge  of  God  and  of  his  will  ?  Is  it  con- 
fidence in  God,  recStitude  of  volition  and  adlion^ 
peace  of  confcience,  and  a  well-founded  hope  of  fu- 
ture felicity  ?  You  well  know  that  fuch  a  happinefs, 
and  fuch  a  mode  of  contributing  to  the  happinefs  of 
ourfelves  and  of  others,  are  very  foreign  from  the 
purpofes  of  dcifm.  Indeed  it  is  difguiting  to  hear  a 
blood-hound,  who,  contrary  to  every  principle  of 
law  and  juftice,  pronounced  the  fentence  of  con- 
demnation and  banithment  on  an  innocent  King, 
fpeaking  of  contributing  happinefs  and  ferving  God. 
What  Ibrt  of  a  Beins;  muft  that  God  be  who  would 
number  fuch  wretches  among  his  fervants  ? 

Tex^.  I  do  not  believe  in  the  creed  profefled  by 
the  Jewifh  church,  by  the  Roman  church,  by  the 
Greek  church,  by  the  Turkifh  church,  by  the  Pro- 
teftant  church,  nor  by  any  church  I  know  of.  My 
own  mind  is  my  own  church. 

CommenL  It  founds  like  madnefs  to  hear  a  man  talk 
of  "believin«:  in  a  creed  :"  a  little  more  madnefs, 
and  you  will  be  a  downriglit  afs ;  for  already  you 
have  one  and  the  lame  faith  with  your  horle  on  the 
common.  Your  horfc  does  not  believe  in  the  creed 
profeHbd  by  ihejewifh  church,  by  the  Roman  church, 
by  the  Greek  church,  by  the  Turkifh  church,  by  the 
Proteftant  church,  nor  by  any  church.  His  own 
mindishis  own  church  ;  and  we  wifh  you  fortune  to 
your  horfe  faith. 

Text.  The  Chriftian  defpifes  the  choicclt  gift  of 
God  to  man,  the  gift  of  realbn  ;  and  having  endea- 
voured to  force  upon  himfelf  the  belief  of  a  lyftem 
againft  which  reafon  revolts,  he  ungratefully  calls 
it  human  reafon,  as  if  man  could  give  realbn  to  him- 
iclf. 

Comme-nt.  From  the  fame  principles  you  may  ar- 
gue 
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gue  that  your  pojieriors  are  not  human^  but  fome- 
thing  dhine  •,  and  poffibly  in  time  the  deifls  may 
deify  their  hackfides.  The  backlide,  you  know,  is  a 
choice  gift  of  God  to  man,  and  a  necefiary  part  of 
the  human  body ;  likevvife  you  know,  that  a  man 
could  not  give  the  backfide  to  himfelf ;  confequent- 
ly,  according  to  your  logic,  he  ought  not  ungrate- 
fully to  call  it  the  human  hackfide !  Do  you  fee  that 
you  are  a  blockhead  and  an  ais  ? 

After  experiencing  fo  many  lies,  fophifms,  and 
prevarications,  in  order  to  demolilli  the  Chrillian 
religion,  you  certainly  ought  to  have  offered  fome- 
thing  better  in  its  flead.  Where  is  the  fenle,  in 
combating  a  religion,  calculated  to  confole  the  af- 
flidled,  to  adminifler  hope  to  the  dying,  and  to  re- 
generate the  heart,  when  a  better  is  not  produced  ? 
Not  all  men  are  fo  infatuated,  as  to  exchange  their 
religion,  for  none,  or  for  a  worfe.  You  may  gull 
libertines  and  ftrumpets  with  that  fyftem  of  impiety, 
plagiarifm,  and  nonfenfe,  which  you  oppole  to 
Chriftianity,  but  you  will  not  gull  men  of  under- 
ilanding  and  virtue. 

Text.  Pure  fimple  deifm. 

Comment.  What  is  pure  iimple  deifm  ?  Being  an 
impoflor,  you  imitate  all  other  impoftors  in  the  ufe 
of  vague  and  undefined  words.  Deifm,  with  the 
great  portion  of  the  modern  infidels,  is  only  another 
word  for  demonifm^  and  denotes  a  religion  fitted  for 
cut-throats,  revolutionifts,  and  rogues,  and  pretty  ge- 
nerally received  by  people  of  this  defcription.  But 
fhould  you,  unexpectedly,  mean  that  fyftem  of  theo- 
logy and  ethics  deducible  by  human  reafon  from 
the  phenomena  of  nature,  and  the  adlual  conftitu- 
tion  of  things  ;  then  you  ought  to  know  that  this  is 
nothing  new.  It  is  the  old  theology  profeired  by 
the  Chriftians  from  the  very  commencement  of 
Chriftiauity,  and  being  a  part,  cannot  confront  our 
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faith.     "WTiich  deferves  the  greater  degree  of  admi- 
ration, your  ignorance,  or  your  difhoncfly  ? 

Text,  The  true  deift  has  but  one  deity. 

Comment.  And  you  ought  to  add,  "  they  borrow 
this  notion  from  tiie  Bible."  Were  the  deifls  put 
to  the  neceffity  of  demonftrating  the  unity  of  God, 
from  nature  and  rcafon,  they  would  fland  like  a 
company  of  conies  when  the  drum  is  a-beating ! 
You  had  better  try  it,  Tom,  fince  your  hand  is  in, 
and  we  will  hear  you  repeat  thofe  whining  ejacula- 
tions over  again,  which  you  made  when  proving  that 
there  is  a  God  :  "difficult,  incomprehenlibly  dif- 
iicult,  difficult  beyond  defcription  !"  He  that  will 
undertake  to  demonflrate  that  dodlrine,  from  the 
harmony  and  unity  of  the  plan  exifiing  in  nature 
(and  this  is  the  only  philofophical  argument  that  is 
worthy  of  nature),  muft  neceflarily  poiTefs  an  uni- 
verfal  and  accurate  knowledge  of  nature  ;  and  thert 
his  demon  it  ration  will  only  amount  to  prefumptive 
proof.  Considering  the  difficulty  of  proving  the 
unity  of  God  from  nature,  it  is  plain  beyond  con- 
tradiction, that,  without  the  light  of  revelation,  the 
great  mafs  of  mankind  would  always  remain  im- 
mergcd  in  the  gulf  of  pantheifm  or  idolatry,  and 
fuch  blockheads  as  you  would  not  reclaim  them. 

Text.  The  religion  of  the  deift  contifts  in  con- 
templating the  power,  wilHom,  and  benignity  of 
the  Deity  in  his  works,  and  in  endeavouring  to  imi- 
tate him  in  every  thing  moral,  fcientifical,  and  me- 
chanical. 

Co7nment.  Here  again  you  a(?l  the  plagiary,  deco- 
rating your  fyllem  with  plumes  plucked  from  the 
body  of  the  Bible.  The  Chriflians  know  that  they 
ought  to  contemplate  the  pcrfe(?tion  of  the  Deity,  and 
to  imitate  him  in  a  moral  view ;  for  fuch  are  the 
plain  enjoinments  of  revelation.  But  rob  them  of 
this,  ^nd  they  will  difputc  the  principle.     Tell  uS;, 
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phllofophically,  why  we  are  to  contemplate  and  to 
imitate  the  Deity  ?  Who  has  impofed  fuch  an  obli- 
gation, and  where  is  it  expreffed  .-'  And  what  are  the 
confequences  in  cafe  of  compliance,  or  non-com- 
pliance ?  Prove  thofe  principles  from  nature  and 
reafon,  and  you  have  fixed  yourfelf  in  a  proper  di- 
lemma. If  they  are  a  portion  of  the  law  of  reafon 
(as  I  think  they  are),  then  they  certainly  are  immuta- 
ble and  indifpenfable,  and  everlafling  happinefs  de- 
pends upon  their  perfe6l  obfervance,  in  cafe  there  is 
no  redemption.  So  you  mull  either  deny  the  moral 
principle  and  its  necellity,  or  admit  that  a  redemp- 
tion is  neceflary,  as  there  exift  thoufands  of  men 
who  have  acled  contrary  to  that  principle,  and  are 
left  without  hope  by  your  fcheme.  Do  you  obfcrve 
how  you  wound  your  caufe  ?  The  deill:  always  a6ls 
inconfiftently,  and  plays  the  fool,  betraying  his  own 
fyftera,  except  when  he  denies  every  moral  obliga- 
tion, and  transforms  mankind  into  a  fociety  of  de- 
vils. And  what  do  you  mean  by  the  requifition, 
that  we  are  to  imitate  God  in  every  thing  fcientifi- 
cal?  In  what  fenfe  may  Icience  be  afcribed  to  the 
Omnifcient  ?  How  in  every  thing  mechanical  ?  Won- 
derful the  religion  and  the  wifdom  of  the  deifts  !  We 
never  knew  before,  that  God  Almighty  is  a  me- 
chanic, or  that  any  of  the  phenomena  of  nature  can 
be  accounted  for  on  the  principles  of  mechanifm. 
This  grand  difco very  was,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  to  this  day,  referved  for  the  luperlative  faga- 
city  of  red-no(*ed  Tom,  who  poflefles  the  impudence 
of  oppoling  fuch  deliriums  to  Chriflianity. 

7kr/.  The  Almighty  is  the  great  mechanic  of 
•the  creation  ;  the  lirfl  philofopher,  and  the  original 
teacher  of  all  fcience  !  !  ! 

Comment.  You  have  already  difhonoured  the  Al- 
mighty with  fo  many  degrading  appellations,  that  we 
fhall  not  be  furprifed  to  hear  you  rcprefent  him  as 
the  great  clock-maker,  houfe-carpcnter,  taylor,  and 
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fhoemakcr  of  the  creation  ;  or  to  hear  you  defcriba 
him  as  a  metaphylician,  difleder,  and  frog-catcher  ; 
or  as  a  teacher  of  arithmetic,  weaving,  and  fencing. 
But  before  you  proceed  in  this  raving  career,  we 
wifh  you  may  explain  the  phenomena  of  attraction, 
gravity,  or  mufcular  motion,  upon  the  principles  of 
mcchanifra  ;  the  trial  may  happily  cure  you  of  your 
frenzy. 

TexL  If  we  confider  the  nature  of  our  condition 
here,  we  might  fee  there  is  no  occalion  for  fuch  a, 
thing  as  a  revealed  religion. 

Comment.  Or  rather  a  very  great  occalion,  as  the 
irreligious  madmen,  who  now  call  God  a  philofopher 
^nd  a  mechanic,  may  after  a  while  defcribe  him  as  a 
bear  or  a  wolf.. 

Text.  What  is  it  we  want  to  know  ? 

Comment.  The  conditions  of  amendment  and 
pardon,  according  to  the  law  of  reafon  (commonly 
called  the  law  of  nature,  though  improperly),  and 
with  infinite  jufiice  ;  the  original  and  the  end  of  the 
natural  and  moral  evils  exifting  in  this  world  ;  thq. 
mode  of  perceptive  knowledge  and  confcioufnefs, 
after  the  death  of  the  body.  Here  is  fodder  for  your 
free-thinking. 

Text.  Does  not  the  creation,  the  univerfe  we  be- 
hold, preach  to  us  the  exiftence  of  a  mighty  Power, 
that  governs  and  regulates  the  whole  1  and  is  not 
the  evidence  that  tliis  creation  holds  out  to  our 
fenfes,  infinitely  flronger  than  any  thing  we  can 
read  in  a  book  ? 

Comment.  You  are  jufl  as  ignorant  in  philofophy 
as  in  religion,  and  only  remarkable  for  your  fwag- 
gering  ;  elfe  you  would  know,  that  the  notion  of  a 
creation  is  purely  an  article  of  revealed  faith,  and 
not  demonflrable  by  human  reafon.  We  may  con- 
ceive a  fabrication  of  the  univerfe  from  pre-exiflent 
matter  ;  but  we  cannot  form  a  conception  of  a  crea- 
tion that  is  a  production  of  the  univerfe,  from  no- 
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thing.  Hence  it  is,  that  a  great  portion  of  man- 
kind has  ever  remained  ignorant  of  a  creator  and  a 
creation.  The  Greeks  dated  the  origin  of  the  gods 
and  of  men  from  a  chaos,  and  the  Chinefe  are  gene- 
rally panthelfts  or  polytheills.  To  believe  heavenly 
beings  fuperior  to  men,  is  a  common  notion  with 
the  heathen  nations  ;  but  this  notion  is  far  fhort  of 
the  idea  of  a  God  exifting  as  creator  and  ruler  of  the 
imiverfe.  So  your  work  muft  be  done  over  again  ; 
men  mufi  be  informed  of  a  creation,  before  they  can 
conclude  any  thing  from  it ;  and  for  fuch  an  informa- 
tion the  Bible  was  neceflary.  But  to  proceed  :  I  be- 
lieve the  almighty  power  of  God,  but  not  on  the 
llrength  of  your  reprefentation.  Almighty  power  and 
infinite  power  are  certainly  one  and  the  fame  thing ; 
and  the  univcrfe  does  not  preach,  or  evidence  fuch 
a  power,  becaufe  the  univerfe  is  not  an  infinite,  but 
only  a  finite  thing.  Here  is  fomething.  Torn,  to 
try  your  force  in  philofophy-  Shall  we  admit  of  a 
greater  degree  of  power  in  the  caule,  than  is  fufii- 
cient  to  explain  the  efFed  ?  Our  iblar  lyftem,  for  ex- 
ample, is  an  objed  ofvait,  but  not  of  infinite  mag- 
nitude. Conceive  to  yourfelf  an  infinite  number  of 
fuch  fyftems,  ftanding  in  contiguity,  what  would 
they  form  ? — only  a  linglc  line  of  infinite  length, 
but  meafurable  in  its  diameter  ;  and  the  great  por- 
tion of  infinite  fpace  would  remain  an  empty  void. 
Confequently  it  is  truth,  and  dempnfirable  from 
algebra,  that  an  infinite  number  of  finite  things, 
however  great,  will  not  conftitute  an  infinity  of 
magnitude ;  and  that  their  produd^tion  may  require 
a  great,  but  not  an  infinite  power.  The  univerfe, 
therefore,  not  being  infinite  in  magnitude,  is  not  a 
full  and  adequate  expreflion  of  the  infinite  power  of 
God  ;  and  if  creation  and  regulation  are  the  only 
exertions  of  his  power,  then  the  great  portion  of  that 
has  ever  lain  dormant  and  unexerted.  Chriflianity 
^lone  folves   this  difficulty,    teaching    the  eternal 
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emanation  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghofi-,  as  an 
adequate  exertion  of  infinite  power.  When  you 
again  introduce  a  preaching  univerfe,  let  it  preach 
truth  and  reafon,  and  don't  pollute  its  tongue  with 
the  foolifh  fripperies  of  your  deifm. 

Text.  As  for  morality,  the  knowledge  of  it  exifts 
in  every  man's  confcience. 

Comment.  Stomach,  you  may  poff.bly  mean,  as 
your  n  rality  feeras  to  have  its  feat  in  your  ftomach. 
Behonelt  for  once,  and  confefs  to  the  truth,  ihat  you 
apoftatized  for  the  fake  of  your  belly.  Do  you  know 
what  confcience  is  ?  The  confcioufnefs  which  every 
roan  poffeffes  of  his  own  notions  refpec^.ling  right 
and  wrong,  and  of  the  relation  which  his  actions 
bear  to  fuch  notions.  The  knowledge  of  morality 
with  you,  then,  is  the  confciouihefs  of  moral  know- 
ledge; or,  in  other  words,  to  know  morality  is 
knowingly  to  know  it.  This  foolifh  jingle  on 
words  you  propotc  for  a  rule  of  action,  according  to 
w^hich  men  are  to  condudl:  themfelves  !  From  this 
fample  we  may  judge  of  your  moral  knowledge,  and 
of  the  worth  of  your  religion.  Confcience  is  not  a 
rule  of  condud,  becaufe  it  accommodates  itfelf  to 
the  opinions  of  men,  and  even  to  their  errors.  It 
permits  the  Chinefe  to  expofe  bis  children,  the  Ota- 
heitean  to  offer  human  facrifices,  the  French  Direc- 
tory to  pillage, burn,  and  mafTacre;  and  you,  Tom,  it 
permits  to  a6t  the  impoftor,  the  liar,  and  diflurber  of 
mankind. 

French  Infolence.  Merlin's  Letter  ahout  the  Briti/h 
Treaty. — From  a  French  paper  of  the  6th  of  May, 
The  Redacleur  has  publifhed  a  letter  from  the  Mi- 
nifler  of  Jufticc  to  the  Conful-General  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  dated  on  the  23d  April,  in  reply 
to  a  letter  from  the  American  Conful,  who  protcfled 
again  ft  the  decree  of  confifcation  pronounced  by 
the  Commercial  Tribunal  of  Boulogne  fur  Mer,  ou 
z  thQ 
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the  ground  that  they  had  neither  letter  of  marque, 
nor  certificate,  from  the  United  States. 

The  reply  of  our  Miniiler  is  couched  in  negative 
terms,  and  concludes  thus: 

**  Let  your  Government,  returned  to  a  fenfe  of 
what  is  due  to  itfelf,  and  to  its  true  friends,  become 
juft  diud grateful,  and  let  it  break  the  mcomprehenfibh 
treaty i  which  on  the  19th  November,  1794,  it  con- 
cluded with  our  moll  implacable  enemies,  and  theu 
the  French  Republic  will  ceafe  to  take  advantage  of 
this  treaty,  which  favours  England,  at  its  expenfe  ; 
and  no  appeals  will,  then,  I  can  aflure  you,  be  made 
to  any  tribunal  againft  injuilice. 

(Signed)  *'  Merlin. 

*'  P.  S.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the 
Executive  Diredtory  authorizes  me  to  addrefs  a  copy 
of  this  letter  to  the  tribunals  of  the  maritime  de-^ 
partments  *.'' 


Wednesday,  5^'^  July. 

0'' Careys. — The  O'Careys,  in  their  paper  of  the  3d 
inftant,  tell  their  readers  fomething  about  an  Ame- 
rican fans-culotte's  making  the  "  v/hite-livered" 
Peter  Porcupine  run  away,  &c.  &c.  It  is  ufelefs  to 
call  this  a  he  ;  moll:  people  know  it  is  ;  but,  to  cut 
the  matter  ihort,  I  am  ready  to  permit,  and  I  do 
hereby  permit,  the  fans-culotte  James  Carey  (who 
is  io  fettle  all  the  accounts  of  the  partnerfhip)  to  beat 
me  with  his  fill,  the  iirft  time  he  meets  me ;  pro- 
mifing,  in  this  public  manner,  not  to  profecute  him 
for  fo  doing. 


*  There  are  many  who   will  pretend  to  rejoice  to-morrow 
4th  July),  and  would,  neverthelefs,  be  ready  to  crouch  to  thefe 
terms ;  but   is  it  not  very  ridiculous  for  fuch  men  to  get  drunk, 
and  fpend  their  money,  iu  celebrating  American  Independence  ? 

I  know 


9»  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

I  know  I  have  ftung  this  poor  devil  often,  and 
that  he  thirfts  for  revenge.  He  has  now  an  oppor- 
tunity of  gratifying  it^  without  incurring  the  penalty 
of  the  law*. 

Munroes  Welcome. — Citizen  Munroe>  late  MInif- 
ter  of  the  United  States  at  the  covirt  of  the  many- 
headed  defpot,  arrived  in  this  city  on  the  27th  of 
June  ;  but  it  being  feared  that  he  might  bring  a 
contagious  diflemper,  he  was  remanded  onboard  the 
veflel,  where  he  remained  till  the  29th.  This  qua- 
rantine, if  we  conlidcr  the  peftilential  country  from 
which  he  came,  and  the  predifpofed  ftate  of  great 
numbers  here,  was  much  too  lliort.  He  fhould  have 
remained  on  board  forty  days  at  leafl  ;  and  if,  during 
the  time,  it  had  pleafed  God  to  free  him  from  all  the 
pains  and  anxieties  attendant  on  this  life,  it  would 
have  been  a  clofe  to  his  embalTy,  which  his  condu6l 
during  it  mod  aifurcdly  merits,  and  which  would 
have  laved  me  the  trouble  of  recording  his  wel- 
come. 

On  Saturday,  the  1  ft  July,  1797,  ^'^  entertain- 
ment, fays  Bache,  v/as  given  to  Monfieur  Munvoe  ; 
at  which  were  prefent ; 

The  Vice  prefident  of  the  United  States  (Mon- 
fieur JefFcrlbn;. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentativcs 
(Monlieur  Dayton). 

The  Chief  Juilice  of  poor  Pennfylvania  (Monfieur 
M'Kcan). 

Mq^ficur  Tazewell,  a  fenator  from  Virginia. 

*  I  have  no  other  motive  for  preferving  fiich  an  article  as  this, 
than  that  of  recording  the  defiance,  which  I  hurled  in  the  teeth  of 
thefe  mifcreant  Careys.  It  has  been  my  fortune  to  combat  great 
numbers  of  renegado  Britifli  and  Irifli,  but  I  heheve  that  the 
whole  lift  does  not  furnifli  two  more  unprincipled  and  malignant 
villains  than  thefe, 

Belidcs 
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Befides  a  great  number  of  members  of  Congrefs, 
and  a  due  proportion  of  the  mob.  The  convives 
met  at  a  large  beer-boufe  near  the  theatre,  and 
the  entertainment  was  opened  by  a  fpeech,  deli- 
vered to  Munroe  by  Judge  M'Kean,  in  the  following 
words  : 

"  Fellow-citizen, 

*^  Upon  your  return  from  an  arduous  and  intcrefl- 
ing  miffion,  your  fellow-citizens  who  are  now  af- 
fembled,  have  requelted  an  opportunity  to  prefent  a 
cordial  congratulation,  and  perfonally  to  renew  the 
expreffion  of  their  refpec^t  and  attachment* 

"  At  the  period  of  your  appointment  as  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  Republic  of  France,  the  litu- 
ation  of  the  United  States  had  been  rendered  highly 
critical  by  the  operation  of  the  European  war,  upon 
the  principles  of  their  alliance  with  France,  from 
which  efTential  advantages  had  been  derived  in  our 
revolutionary  conteft ;  and  upon  the  principles  of 
their  neutrality,  with  which  the  peace  and  profperity 
of  our  country  were  infeparably  connected.  It  was, 
therefore.  Sir,  with  great  fatisfaclion  we  found,  that, 
aftef  a  lapfe  of  fome  time  in  fearch  of  a  man  worthy 
of  the  important  commiilion  of  exprefiing  the  withes 
of  the  United  States  for  the  happinefs  of  our  allies, 
and  of  drawing  clofer  the  bonds  of  amity,  the  Pre- 
lident,  knowing  (as  he  himlelf  obfervcd)  your  fidelity, 
probity,  and  condu6t5  fele6led  you  from  among  the 
diftin2:uifhed  citizens  of  America,  to  execute  fo  ho- 
nourable  an  office.  It  is  with  great  fatisfaction,  that, 
after  viezving  all  the  evidence  oi  your  diplomatic  tranf- 
a6lions,  we  find,  that  you  have  uniformly  endea- 
voured to  fulfil  the  objedts  of  your  mitlion ;  to  render 
yoiu-  country  and  yciirjelf  agreeable  to  the  Republic  of 
France,  and  to  maintain,  on  all  occafions,  the  intcr- 
cfls  and  connexions  of  the  two  nations. 

<*  With 
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"  With  the  confcious  redtitude  which  a  mind  like 
yours  muft  fee],  the  machinations  of  the  inlidious, 
and  the  llanders  of  the  profligate,  can  be  of  no  avail ; 
but  it  becomes  us,  Sir,  in  the  fpirit  of  freemen,  to  de- 
clare, that  \vc  confider  the  charadler  of  every  citizen, 
who  is  employed  abroad  in  the  fervice  of  his  country, 
as  a  facred  irnjl^  committed  to  the  guardianjhip  of  the 
Government.  If,  indeed,  he  violates  his  public  duty, 
it  is  incumbent  upon  the  Government  to  expofe  his 
delinquency  ;  but  if  he  deferves  well  of  his  country, 
it  is  equally  incumbent  upon  the  Government  to  prote£t 
his  honour  from  obloqnv  and  reproach. 

"  Of  you,  Sir,  we  have  heard  nothing,  for  v/hich 
an  American  republican  ought  to  bluth,  from  any 
fource  of  information  which  a  candid  man  ought  to 
believe.  Return,  therefore,  to  the  arms  of  your  fel- 
low-citizens, with  an  honeft  pride,  as  they  receive 
you  witlr  an  afreclionate  warmth  ;  and  continue  to 
delerve  their  contidence  by  the  fame  means  which 
acquired  it — by  an  active  fupport  of  the  legitimate 
principles  of  our  government,  of  liberty,  and  repub- 
lican ifm. 

*^  In  behalf  of  the  citizens  prefent, 

"  TiroMAs  M'Kean  *." 

Citizen 


*  I  am  not  able  to  inform  my  readers  whether  the  returned 
Monficur  did  really  jump  into  their  arms,  or  not.  By  his  not 
being  fufFocated,  1  {hould,  however,  imagine  that  he  had  too  much 
prudence  to  yield  to  the  Judge's  invitation. 

Mrs.  M'Kean's  ^ufband  feems,  l)y  this  fpeech,  to  think  that  the 
Government  ought  to  interfere,  when  an  envoy  to  a  foreign  coun- 
try is  loaded  with  ohlcquy  end  reproach^  becaufe  fuch  a  peribn's 
charader  is  a  "  facred  truft  committed  to  the  guardianfliip  of  the 
Government."  Very  well :  now  then,  Mr.  Chief  Juftice,  pray 
tell  me  why  this  never  came  into  your  head  before.  Were  not  you 
one  of  a  committee  who  drew  up  a  niolf  flanderous  remonftrance 
againll  Mr.  Jay  and  the  Britifli  treaty  ?  Were  you  not  on  the  ftage, 
•r  rather  Icaffold,  (good  God  !  a  Chief  Judge  upon  a  fcaffold  !) 

whea 
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Vahen  Munroes  Reply. — "  Fellozv-dtke^is,  The 
pleafure  I  derive  in  returning  to  my  native  country, 
after  the  clofe  of  the  difficult  and  important  miffion 
with  which  I  have  been  honoured,  is  greatly  height- 
ened by  the  friendly  and  affeilionate  manner  in 
which  you  receive  me  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  affure  you 
that  the  fentiments  of  elleem  and  regard  which  yoii 
are  pleafed  to  exprefs  in  my  favour,  are  reciprocated 
for  you,  with  equal  lincerity  and  warmth  on  my 
part. 

"  When  the  chara^er  and  objects  of  the  war  on 
the  part  of  the  coalefced  pov/ers,  were  contidered,  it 
was  to  be  expelled  that  its  incidents  would  place  the 
United  States  in  a  lituation  Ibmewhat  critical,  and 
which  could  not  otherwife  than  be  increafcd  by  the 
ancient  and  fubllfting  regulations  between  thofe 
States  and  the  feveral  parties  to  the  war.  It  was 
feared  by  many  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  recon- 
cile the  obligations  we  owed  to  France,  as  the  an- 


when  the  honeji  Blair  M'Clenachan  propofed  to  kick  that  treaty  t* 
hell ;  when  Mr.  Jay  was  termed  '•'■  the  affoctate  of  Grenville,"  and 
when  the  poor  deluded  populace  were  clearly  given  to  utiderftand 
that  he  was  a  traitor?— You  were  in  Philadelphia  when  a  picture 
was  dragged  through  the  Hreets,  reprefenting  this  Envoy  in  the  act 
of  receiving  Britifii  guineas  for  the  fale  of  his  country,  and  yet  vou 
lievcr  told  the  world,  either  from  the  bench  or  from  a  beer-houfe, 
that  it  was  "  incumbent  upon  the  Government  to  proteft  his  honour 
from  obloquy  and  reproach."  That  protedion,  it  would  feeni, 
is  due  to  no  one  but  him  who  has  unitormly  endeavoured  "  to 
render  himfelf  and  his  country  agreeable  to  France.'* 

In  general,  this  fpeech  feems  intended  as  a  compliment  to  Mon, 
fieur  Munroe,  but  there  is  one  pallage  of  it  that  looks  two  ways 
at  once  ;  I  mean  that  where  the  Speaker  fays  :  "  reviewing  all  the 
evidence  of  your  diplomatic  tranfaftions,"  &c.  &c. — Whether 
Mr.  M'Kean  had  taken  a  morning's  dram,  whether  his  mind  was 
let  a-wandering  by  the  looks  of  the  late  worthy  Miniiter,  or  by 
forae  evil  genius,  I  know  not;  but  I  am  certain,  that  if  I  weto 
to  enter  a  room,  and  hear  a  Judge  talking  to  a  man  about  review- 
ing the  evidence  of  his  franfadtionSj  I  fliould  thiu^  he  vvas  addrelT- 
iag  Totjie  thief,  or  traitor, 

cient 
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cient  and  deferving  ally  of  the  United  States,  with 
that  fyflem  of  neutrality,  it  was  in  other  refpe6ls  fa 
greatly  their  interefl  and  inclination  to  prcferve. 
With  reafon,  therefore,  was  the  tafk  whieh  de- 
volved upon  any  reprefentative  of  thefe  States 
deemed  a  ditlicult  one,  iince  it  became  his  duty  to 
conciliate  the  wifhes  of  France  with  that  iyftera  his 
country  was  difpofcd  to  purfue. 

"  In  accepting  this  trufl,  a  truft  I  never  folicited, 
and  w^hich  1  accepted  with  diffidence,  I  did  it  with 
a  view  to  promote  thefe  objects,  lb  important  to  the 
welfare  of  my  own  country. 

"  My  whole  million,  therefore,  was  employed 
in  a  continual  effort  to  promote  harmony  between 
the  two  republics,  and  which  I  did  with  fervent 
zeal,  becaufe,  by  lo  doing,  I  promoted  an  obje6t: 
which  was  near  my  heart :  nor  did  1  purfue  this 
policy  upon  my  arrival  in  France  from  the  impulfe 
of  my  own  heart  only.  The  balis  of  my  communi- 
cations to  the  Government,  and  of  my  general  con- 
du6l  there,  in  thofe  refpecls,  was  laid  by  our  Admi- 
niltration,  under  whofe  orders  I  acted,  and  by 
whofe  inftruclions  I  was  guided. 

*'  That  I  have  done  my  duty,  to  the  beft  of  my 
abilities,  in  the  place  to  which  I  was  called  by  the 
Adminiftration,  and  where,  I  am  happy  to  hear,  I 
was  followed  with  the  good  opinion  of  fo  many  of 
my  countrymen,  is  a  truth  which  yields  me  a  con- 
folation  that  nothing  can  deprive  me  of.  I  am 
happy  too  to  find,  upon  a  review  of  my  conduct,  by 
fuch  documents  as  have  been  laid  before  you^  that  it 
obtains  your  entire  approbation.  Well  fatisfied  I  am 
that  a  more  thorough  knowledge  oi  my  condu6f, 
through  the  whole  ofmy  fervice,  \\\?i\\yon  now pojjefs^ 
will  tend  to  confirm  the  favourable  impreffion  you 
have  already  imbibed. 

**  Accept,  fellow-chizens,    my  thanks  for  your 

friendly 
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friendly  attention  to  me  on  the  prefent  occation,  and 
of  my  beft  wiilies  for  your  individual  happinefs. 

"  James  Mujsroe*." 

Toasts.— I.  The  United  States. 

2.  The  Republic  of  France. 

3.  Perpetual  peace  and  friendfhip  between  the 
lifter  republics  of  America  and  France. 

4.  The  Republic  of  Batavia'. 

5.  The  Republic  of  Lombardy.  ^ 

6.  Reprefentative  government  and  republicaninn 
to' all  nations. 

7.  The  univerfal  interefts  of  agriculture. 

8.  The  univerfal  freedom  of  commerce. 

9.  The  univerfal  advancement  of  arts  and  fciences. 

10.  The  people  and  the  government. 

11.  Peace  and  liberty  to  all  the  world. 
Volunteers — (After  the  Vice-preftdcnt  had  re- 
tired)— The  man  of  the  people ^  Thomas  Jefferfon. 

(Mr.  Dayton  having  retired) — The  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives. 

(Mr.  Munroe  having  retired) — James  Munroe. 

(The  Chief  Juftice  having  retired^ — Our  Preli- 
dent,  Thomas  M'Kean. 

Buonaparte,  more  glorious  as  a  peace-maker  than 
as  a  conqueror. 

(By  Mr.  Lyon) — Perfevcrancc  and  fuccefs  to  the 
United  Irijhmen. 


*  Who  would  not  imagine,  upon  reading  this,  without  any 
previous  intimation  refpefting  the  parties,  that  the  Ex-minitkr 
was  fpeaking  to  the  Executive  and  Senate  ?  "  I  am  happy  to  find, 
*'  upon  a  review  of  my  conduft,  by  fucb  documents  as  have  been 
'*  laid  before you^  thnt  it  ohidim^yoitr  approbation  /" — And  then  he 
hints  that  they  are  about  to  receive  fuller  accounts  of  his  worthi- 
nefs  :  other  documents.  If  a  recalled  Envoy  were  addreffing  the  Go- 
'vcrn?nent,  this  language  would  be  proper;  but  Monf.  Munroe's 
reply,  confidering  the  circumftances  imder  which  it  was  delivered, 
is,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  it,  a  confirmation  of  what  his  fpeech  to 
Barras  and  Co.  gave  us  good  reafon  to  fufpedt. 

VOL.  VI.  H  May 
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May  Americans  return  from  tlie  commercial  fpirit 
of  1795  to  the  patriotic  fpirit  of  1775. 

(By  Mr.  Freeman  of  MalTacbufetts") — Perpetual 
union  to  the  American  Republic;  and  dilappoint- 
ment  to  the  hopes  of  the  anti-federalifts,  who  en- 
tertain, or  dare  even  whifper,  a  fentiment  unfa- 
vourable to  it. 

Farmer  Giles  of  Virginia. 

Thofe  heroes  who  fell  in  defence  of  American 
liberty. 

May  the  Britifh  Adminiftralion  bang  together  in 
ipite  of  Oppofition. 

May  the  ariflocrats  turn  Chriftians^  and  work  out 
their  falvation  by  fear  and  trembling. 

(By  General  Collet) — Thofe  who  have  fought  for 
liberty, lincc  April  iSth,    1775. 

The  memory  of  Benjamin  Franklin  *. 

Thursday, 

*■  The  volunteer  roafts  are  the  only  ones  worth  noticing. — 
yeffcij'cn  i.-.  called  the  man  nf  the  people,  and  lo  is  the  boncfi  Charles 
Fox. — Mailer  Dayton,  the  fcqucfrator,  has  now  fully  difcovered 
hinifelf.  This  ttllival  has  iettle;.!  his  character,  and  characterized 
his  politics  for  even — I  have  no  obje^lion  to  their  toafting  Judge 
?.I'Kean  ;  but  the  unmannerly  brutes  might  have  added  his  lady. 
«--Mr.  Lyon's  toaft:  "  Succefs  to  the  United  Irijl^mett"  leads  one 
to  wiih  him  amongft  them  :  nor  does  this  by  any  means  prevent 
our  wifhing  them  the  necklace  that  they  fo  richly  deferve. — Mr. 
Freeman  of  Maliachufetts  is  foft-brained,  but  that  he  cannot  help  r 
his  toaft  is  the  llupidefl  fentence  that  ever  dropped  from  drunken 
lips. — General  Collet's  toart  is  a  little  fingular  :  "  Thofe  ivoo  have 
fought  for  liberty  Jince  2^lh  April,  1775." — All  thofe  who  have 
fought  for  liberty  before  that  time  may  go  to  the  devil  for  what  the 
General  cares,  becaufe,  till  then,  thefe  fiinpletons  were  not  fight- 
ing for  France.  Since  1771;,  every  gun  that  has  been  fired,  in 
what  is  called  the  cauie  of  liberty,  has  conduced  to  the  influence, 
the  power,  and  the  tyranny  of  the  French.  This  they  knovv 
well ;  and  it  is  in  this  light,  and  no  other,  that  a  Frenchman  looks 
upon  the  American  revolution  as  an  event  worthy  of  celebration. 
General  Collot  commanded  at  Guadaloupe  when  that  illand  was 
taken  by  the  Englifli ;  and,  alas  !  he  chofe  being  fent  here  inilead 
of  to  Francs.  Whether  he  fought  much  in  the  caufe  of  liberty  I 
know  not ;  but  this  I  know,  and  it  is -well  worthy  of  obfervation, 

that 
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Thursday^,  6^^  July. 

Dayton, — To  the  Editor  of  Porcupine's  Gazette. 
Sir,  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  every  infiuence 
has  been  ufed  by  Mr.  Dayton,  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  to  fupprefs  that  cowardly 
pafTage,  in  a  fpeech  made  by  him,  replying  to  the 
addrefs  of  the  Prefident,   relative  to  the  fpoliations 
of  France,  and  the  condu6l  to  be  obferved  towards 
that  republic,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  :  and 
I  have  the  more  reafon  for  the  fuppo-lition,  as  the 
general  tenour  of  that  fpeech  was  given  in  feveral 
papers,  omitting  only  the  following  part,  to  which 
I  allude  :  "  For  my  part ^  1  am  free  to  confefs,   that  I 
*'  would  give  up  every  thing  Jhort  of  the  independence 
*^  of  America,     rather    than    rijk   a    rupture    with 
*'  France!!'^     This  pafTage,   Sir,  is   caretuUy  fup- 
prefled.     If  fuch  fuppreffion  proceeded  from  a  fenle 
of  its  impropriety,  or  from  a  thorough  convicSlion 
that  it  was  v/rong,  then  I  would  be  the  laft  to  tear 
the  bandage  from  the  wound.     No  ;  the  uniform 
tenour  of  Mr.  Dayton's  condudl  breathes,  if  not  the 
influence  of  French  gold,  at  leaft  a  clofe  adherence 
to  French  politics  ;  politics  which,   at  the  prefent 
hour,  can  only  be  confidered  as  derogatory  to  the 
honour,    to   the   intereft,    to   the  independence   of 
America  ;  and  fully  exemplified  in  the  above  quoted 
palTage,  which  his  conflituents  will,  doubtlefs,  at  a 
proper  time,  remember  and  reward. 

Can  any  men  who  really  love  their  country,  he- 
iitate  to  fpurn  fuch  fentiments  as  the  Speaker  lately 
breathed  ?  I  fhould  denounce  them  if  they  could. 
Awake,  fons  of  Columbia  !  convince  the  world  the 

that  he  is  the  very  identical  French  General  'vjho  has  hen  reconnol' 
tring  our  vjeflern  countries!  This  muft  be  a  very  proper  perfon 
for  our  recalled  Minijier  to  fubmit  his  '■'■  docuinenti'''  to  j  and  his 
"  approbation^^  ought  cert ainlyicta  make  him  very  happy  I 
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fpirit  Is  not  fled  which  was  formerly  the  boall:  of  this 
then  happy  country.  Call  not,  by  pufillanimity, 
a  ligh  from  the  Ihades  of  Warren,  of  Montgomery, 
and  of  thofe  heroes  who  died  martyrs  in  the  caufe  of 
freedom.  Could  they  rife  from  the  tomb,  they 
would  doubtlcfs  abhor  the  wretch  who,  for  private 
advantage  or  infatiable  revenge,  might  wifh  to 
barter  our  jilorious  independence,  and  throw  be- 
neath  the  iron  rod  of  the  tyrannic  oppreffion  of 
France,  that  dear  country,  which  to  prelerve  from 
the  tway  of  Britain,  they  early  lofl  their  lives  *. 

The  warm  partifans  (and  it  is  lamentable  to  think 
there  Ihould  be  any  partifans  in  favour  of  our  po- 
litical Janus)  may  poilibly  attempt  to  apologize,  and 
aflert  that  Mr.  Dayton's  delicacy  wifhcd  not  to  offend 
France  and  Spain  by  any  language  that  might  be 
ungrateful  to  their  tender  feriJduVity  I  Let  me  afk, 
whether  fuch  delicacy  operated  when  war  with 
Great  Britain  was  apprehended  ?  If  it  did  not,  in 
reply  we  may  fuppofe,  the  Government  of  that 
country  underfrood  not  the  heat  of  the  gentleman's 
pulfc,  had  not  thought  of  applying  the  proper 
emollient,  or  fought  to  divert  his  mania  by  the  all- 
powerful  dud  of  gold.  Then,  his  delicacy  flood 
not  in  the  way  :  he  could  hawl,  and  talk  of  wrongs, 
which  no  one  undcrftood,  and  rifk  all  that  was 
valuable  to  the  United  States,  to  be  dubbed  the 
patriot — the  Quixote  of  the  day.  Thus  Mr.  Dayton 
can,  like  the  cold  and  wearied  traveller,  blow  hot 
and  cold  with  the  lame  breath.  Would  to  God, 
when  next  his  duplicity  is  detected,  the  Americans 
would  act  the  manly  part,  as  did  the  cottager  in  the 
fable,  and  chafe  him  for  ever  from  their  councils  ! 
..  1  feel,  Sir,  my  fpirit  routed  ;    I  feel  a  rcfentment 


*  Methinks  this  ar^mircr  of  JVarrcn  and  Mo?itg(>?>icry  fliould  be 
a  little  cautious  how  he  condemns  the  conduct  of  tlie  French 
rebels. 

awakened 
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awakened  in  my  bofom,  which  reafon  tells  me 
ought  not  only  to  a6luate  mine,  but  every  independ- 
ent heart,  not  only  tor  the  paft  atrocities  of  this 
Sir  Archy  M'Sycophant,  but  for  a  late  infult  he 
has  offered  to  Spain,  after  its  being  underftood  his 
delicacy  would  not  ofiend  the  tender  fenlibility  of 
that  country,  or  of  the  French  Republic.  What 
then  does  this  man  ?  Some  days  ago  he  compofed 
one  of  the  lilly  few,  that  committed  themfelves  to 
their  country  and  pollerity,  by  attending  the  civic 
feaft  iriven  to  Citizen  Munroe  after  his  return  from 
an  embaffy  to  France,  from  whence  it  is  well  un- 
'  derltood  he  was  recalled,  on  a  fuppolition  of  having 
betrayed  the  rights  and  interefts  of  America.  He 
joined  the  motley  group  of  unthinking  fools,  in  the 
many  contemptible  fentiments  that  were  uttered  and 
adopted ;  two  from  which  number  I  fhall  feledl : 
the  hrft  particularly  refers  to  my  obfcrvation  on  the 
duplicity  of  Mr.  Dayton's  condudl,  and  was  given 
in  thefe  exprefs  words  : 
"  Reprefentative  go'vernment  mid  repuhUcanifm  to  all 

nations^ 
Is  not  this  a  pointed  infult  to  one  of  the  nations, 
whofe  tender  fenfib'tlity  he  has  been  fo  careful  not  to 
offend  ?  But  perhaps  Mr.  Dayton,  although  he  re- 
buked Mr.  Harper  for  the  affertion,  may  not  will- 
ingly allow  Spain  to  be  confidered  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  but  only  to  be  viewed  as  a  colony 
to  France.  Should  that,  however,  not  be  his  opi- 
nion, then  the  infult  is  ftill  more  offenfive,  fince  he 
has  publicly  wifhed  monarchy  in  that  country  over- 
thrown, and  republicanilm  crammed  down  the 
throats  of  the  Spaniards  in  fpite  of  their  teeth.  But 
Mr.  Dayton  can  only  be  conliilent  in  inconfiflency. 
Having  thus,  Sir,  pointed  out  the  abfurdity  of 
our  Machiavelian  in  politics,  and  held  him  up  to 
public  view,  I  ihall  conclude  with  a  remark  on  the 
ientiment  growled,  rather  than  uttered,  by  the  Wild 

H  3  Beaii 


103  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

Bead  of  Vermont,  which,  if  1  recolle6l  right,  was 
comprifed  in  thefe  words  ; 

*'  Perfeverance  andfuccejs  to  the  United  IrlJIimen.^* 
A  toaft  which  carries  with  it  much  of  the  fame 
generous  complexion  as  the  other,  and  mufl.  con- 
vince every  rational  mir.d,  by  the  hearty  applaufe 
and  concurrence  given  to  the  fame,  how  very,  very 
fohcitous  this  Mr.  Dayton  is  not  to  give  offence  to 
other  nations.  Let  us,  however,  awake  the  feel- 
ings of  every  hoicft  American,  by  a  fuppofition 
that  a  fociety  could  pofhbly  exift  in  Ireland,  or  in 
any  civilized  country,  who  would  unite,  either  iri 
jentimc^t  or  in  aci,  to  Vvifli,  or  iiidireclly  efpoufe 
the  emancipation  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  black 
flavcs,  fcattered  throughout  the  United  States — how- 
would  fuch  information  be  received  ?  Good  heavens! 
with  what  detetiation  would  the  horde  capable  of 
adopting  fuch  principles,  be  conlidered  !  Would  it 
not  be  regarded  as  the  fignal  for  rapine  and  brutal 
ferocity — for  the  commencement  of  a  fcene  more 
finguinary  than  ever  was  praftifed  by  the  fierceft 
favage,  or  even  the  blood-ftaincd  tyrants  of  France; 
and  for  lighting  the  firebrand  of  rebellion,  which 
would,  alas  !  too  fatally  htirl  amongfl  the  affrighted 
multitude  the  dagger  of  defl:ru(5lion  ?  In  fuch  a  cafe 
every  tongue  would  be  alive  to  reprobate  the  fenti- 
ment,  and  every  heart  would  fhudder  at  its  dreadful 
confequences. 

Friday,    7*^  Jijly. 

Smith  of  Baltimore. — Extract  of  a  letter  from  Ge- 
neral Smith,  dated  Baltimore,  4th  of  July,  1797,  to 
a  Member  of  Congrefs.  "  Captain  Singer,  twelve 
*'  days  from  Port-de-Paix,  arrived  lalt  night,  fays 
**  that  Santhonax  has  ordered  all  captures  and  con- 
demnation of  iVraerican  property  to  cealc,  in  con- 
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Tequence,  as  was  reported,  of  orders  from  France. 
He  adds,  that  two  or  three  American  veflels  lately- 
taken  were  liberated  in  conformity.  Captain  Singer 
is  a  very  refpcdlable  man,  and  fays,  I  may  rely  on 


*^  the  truth  of  this  account"-^." 


Span'ijh  Magnanimity. — Extract  of  a  letter  from 
Captain  Fairchild,  of  the  ihip  Levant,  of  this  port, 
dated  Algeziras,  May  10,  1797.  *'  1  was  taken  by 
a  Spanifh  privateer  and  carried  into  Ceuta,  where  my 
fhip  was  immediately  condemned.  The  fentence  was 
read  to  me  in  Spanifli,  and  only  a  few  words  inter- 
preted. Inch  as  "  that  I  was  from  London,   had  an 

Engl i in  jack  on  board,  was  a  d d  Englidiman," 

&c.  after  which  I  was  bid  to  get  out  of  the  room  ; 
and  underwent  a  confinement  of  ten  days  :  at  length 
was  fent  here  with  my  crew,  in  order  to  be  exchanged 
at  Gibraltar  as  Englillimen.  I  have,  however,  lince 
got  my  liberty,  and  permilHon  to  go  to  Malaga,  and 
have  appealed  to  the  Court  of  Madrid  for  my  fhip. 
There  is  great  talk  here  of  a  war  with  America : 
the  brig  Minerva,  Bray,  of  Philadelphia;  and  brig 
Hawk,  Hall,  of  New- York,  were  alfo  condemned  at 
Ceuta.  Ship  Polly,  Captain  Shafli,  of  Salem  ;  brig 
Difpatch,  Bram,  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  Ihip  Three 
Brothers,  Smith,  Portland,  are  condemned  at  Ma- 
laga ■^." 


*  I  wonder  how  much  General  Smith  received  for  giving  cur- 
rency to  this  lie.  It  is  faid  the  price  of  patriotilm  has  fallen  below 
par  lately  ;  owing,  I  fuppoCe,  to  Fauciiet's  and  Co.  rcfufing  to 
deal.  General  Smith's  is  faid  to  be  of  a  iuperior  quality,  but  a 
good  deal  worn. 

•\  Now  let  the  patriotic  partifans  of  France  and  Spain,  with 
Monfieur  Swanwick  at  their  head,  come  forwar<.l  and  juftify  this 
conduft  of  the  Spaniards,  as  they  already  have  done  that  of  the 
French.  I  make  no  doubt  but  they  will,  when  a  proper  occafioa 
prcfents  itfelf ;  for  it  is  httle  difference  to  them  what  they  fay  or 
4o,  lb  that  they  receive  their  reward. 

H  4  French 
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French  Cruelty. — Various  reports  being  In  circula- 
tion refpe^Hng  the  unfortunate  fate  of  Mrs.  Laurence, 
paflenger  on  board  the  bark  Neptune,  Captain 
O'Connor,  from  this  port  to  Jamaica,  taken  by  the 
French  privateer  Refource,  Shaller,  mounting  two 
guns  ;  we  have  taken  pains  to  obtain  the  following, 
which  is  an  extra^l:  from  the  Captain's  letter  to  his 
owner  in  this  city,  dated  at  Cape  Francois,  in  June. 

'*  The  lady  (Mrs.  Laurence)  I  had  pafTcnger  on 
**  board,  killed  herfelf  eight  days  after  they  carried 
*'  me  into  Port  Plate— for  what  reafon  I  cannot  tell. 
*'  Tlie  Captain  of  the  privateer  took  every  thing  be- 
*'  longing  to  her,  and  v/ould  not  let  me  look  at  any 
"  of  her  papers  ^^ 

S'-jcammclis  Toaft. — At  the  civic  feflival  given  to 
Citizen  Munroe,  Mr.  Swanwick  is  faid  to  have  given 
as  his  volunteer  toafl,  "  The  rights  of  women.''''  The 
little  man  does  well  to  turn  out  as  a  volunteer,  for 
certain  1  am,  no  lady  will  ever  give  a  bounty  for  Ms 
fervice.  Mr,  Swanwick's  toaft  puts  me  in  mind  of 
the  pious  old  precept :  '^  he  that  can't  ling  pfalms, 
let  Inm  pray.*' 


Monday,   io*''  July. 

Summary  of  the  extra  SeJJion  of  Congrefs. — This 
day  clofed  the  extraordinary  fefilon  of  Xhcfftk  Con- 
grefs  of  the  United  States,  This  feflion  was  convened 
by  the  Prefident  for  the  fpccial  purpofe  of  laying 
before  ihe  Nat'ional  Coz^z-iri/ difpatches  lately  received 
from  General  Pinckney,  AmbafTador  Plenipotentiary 
to  the  French  Republic;  containing  a  detail  of  his 
condu'-^  in  France,  from  the  time  of  his  arrival,  to 
thai  of  his  final  rejedlion  and  dilmiffal,   without  a 


*   An;i  y(  t  yon  fi  d   that   this    nvakens   no  indignation  in  the 
public  !     V\  retched  ilate  of  focicty  { 

hearing. 
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bearings  by  the  baugiity  republican  cabinet.  The 
feffion  opened  on  the  15th  of  May,  when  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  chofe  Jonathan  Dayton  for  their 
Speaker  by  a  great  majority,  a  reward  of  his  double- 
faced  condud  during  the  laft  Congrefs. 

Concerning  the  chooling  of  the  Clerk  certain  cir- 
cumftances  have  already  been  related.  The  federal 
party  carried  their  point  in  oufling  the  old  Clerk, 
Beckky,  and  filling  his  place  with  Mr.  Comiie,  a 
man  who  was  fuppofed  to  entertain  principles  more 
confonant  to  their  own.  Upon  a  more  Ariel:  obferv- 
ation  of  the  characters  of  the  two  men,  it  appears, 
however,  that  the  victory  was  of  a  trifling  nature  ; 
Condie  is  a  poor  time-ferving  creature  ;  a  mere  office- 
hunter,  like  all  his  connexions.  He  is  one  of  the 
numerous  multitude  who  feem  to  look  upon  them- 
felves  as  the  children  of  the  Government^  and  who  will 
he  fed,  fomehow  or  other,  at  public  expenfe. 

Frefidenfs  Speech, — Tuesday,  May  17,  the  Prc- 
Udent  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and 
delivered  the  following  fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  there 
^ffembled. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives^ 

The  perfonal  inconvenience  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  to  thofe  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
in  leaving  their  families  and  private  affairs,  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year,  are  fo  obvious,  that  I  the  more 
regret  the  extraordinary  occafion  which  has  rendered 
the  convention  of  Congrefs  indifpenfable.  It  would 
have  afforded  me  the  higheft  falisfadlion  to  have  been 
able  to  congratulate  you  on  a  refloration  of  peace  to 
the  nations  of  Europe,  whofe  animofities  have  en- 
dangered our  tranquillity. 

But  we  have  ftill  abundant  caufe  for  gratitude  to 
the  Supreme  Difpofer  of  national  bieffiugs,  for  gene- 
ral health  and  promifmg  feafons,  for  domeftic  and 

focial 
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fecial  happinefs,  for  the  rapid  progrcfs  and  ample 
acqiiifitions  of  induftry,  through  our  extenfive  terri- 
tories ;  for  civil,  poHtical,  and  religious  liberty. 
While  other  ftates  are  defolated  with  foreign  war,  or 
convulfed  with  intefiine  divifions,  the  United  States 
prefent  the  pleafing  profpecl  of  a  nation  governed  by 
mild  and  equal  laws ;  generally  fatisfied  with  the 
potfeilion  of  their  rights ;  neither  envying  the  ad- 
vantages, nor  fearing  the  power  of  other  nations ; 
folicitous  only  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  juf- 
tice,  and  the  prefervation  of  liberty  ;  increafing  daily 
in  their  attachment  to  a  fyftem  of  government,  in 
proportion  to  their  expericxe  of  its  utihty  ;  yielding 
ready  and  general  obedience  to  laws  flowing  from 
reafon,  and  refting  on  the  only  folid  foundation,  the 
aiFe6lions  of  the  people. 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  fhall  be  obliged  to 
turn  your  thoughts  to  other  circumftances,  which 
admonifh  us  that  fome  of  thefe  felicities  may  not  be 
lafting  ;  but  if  the  tide  of  our  profperity  is  full,  and 
a  reflux  commencing,  a  vigilant  circumfpedtion  be- 
comes us,  that  we  may  meet  our  reverfes  with  forti- 
tude, and  extricate  ourfelves  from  their  confequences 
with  all  the  ikiW  \we  poflTefs,  and  all  the  efforts  in  our 
power. 

In  giving  to  Congrefs  information  of  the  ilate  of 
the  Union,  and  recommending  to  their  conflderation 
fuch  meafures  as  appear  to  me  to  be  expedient  or 
neceflTary,  according  to  my  conftitutional  duty,  the 
caufes  and  the  obje<Sl  of  the  prefent  extraordinary 
feffion  will  be  explained. 

After  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  received 
information  that  the  French  Government  had  ex- 
prefled  ferious  difcontents  at  fome  proceedings  of  the 
Government  of  thefe  States,  laid  to  affect  tlie  interefts 
of  France,  he  thought  it  expedient  to  fend  to  tliat 
country  a  new  Minifler,  fully  inftru(in:ed  to  enter  on 
luch  amicable  difcuflions,  and  to  give  fuch  candid 

explanations^ 
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explanations,  as  might  happily  remove  the  clifcon- 
tents  and  fufpicions  of  the  French  Government,  and 
vindicate  the  condud  of  the  United  States. 

For  this  purpofe  he  feledled  from  among  hisfellow- 
citizens,  a  character,  vvhofe  integrity,  talents,  expe- 
rience, and  fervices,  had  placed  him  in  tlie  rank  of 
the  moft  elieemed  and  refpedled  in  the  nation.  I'he 
dire6t  object  of  his  miflion  was  exprcfTed  in  his  letter 
of  credence  to  the  French  Republic,  "  being  to 
maintain  that  good  underftanding,  which,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  alliance,  had  fubfified  between 
the  two  nations  ;  and  to  elface  unfavourable  impref- 
lions  ;  banifh  fufpicions,  and  rellore  that  cordiality, 
which  was  at  once  the  evidence  and  pledge  of  a 
friendly  union."  And  his  inftrudVions  were  to  the 
fame  efFedl,  "  faithfully  to  reprefeiit  the  difpofitions 
of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States ; 
their  difpofition  being  one,  to  remove  jealoufies, 
and  obviate  complaints,  by  fhowing  that  they  were 
groundlefs ;  to  reilore  that  mutual  confidence  which 
had  been  fo  unfortunately  and  injurioufly  impaired, 
and  to  explain  the  relative  interefls  of  both  countries, 
and  the  real  fentiments  of  his  own." 

A  Miniil^er  thus  fpeedily  commillioned,  it  was  ex- 
pedied  would  have  proved  the  infirument  of  reftoring 
mutual  confidence  between  the  two  republics :  the 
jfirft  flep  of  the  French  Government  correfponded 
with  that  expectation.  A  few  days  before  his  arrival 
at  Paris,  the  French  Minifler  of  Foreign  Relations 
informed  the  American  Minifier  then  refident  at 
Paris,  of  the  formalities  to  be  obferved  by  himfelf, 
in  taking  leave,  and  by  his  fuccefTor  preparatory  to 
his  reception. 

Thefe  formalities  they  obferved,  and,  on  the  9th 
of  December,  prefented  officially,  to  the  Minifter  of 
Foreign  Relations ;  tlie  one,  a  copy  of  his  letter  of 
recall,  the  other,  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  credence. 

Thefe  were  laid  before  the  Executive  Directory. 

Two 
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Two  days  afterwards,  {he  Minifler  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions informed  (he  recalled  American  Miniller,  that 
the  Executive  Dire6lory  had  determined  not  to  re- 
ceive another  Miniftcr  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
United  States  until  after  the  redrefs  of  grievances 
demanded  of  the  American  Government,  and  which 
the  French  Republic  had  a  right  to  expedl  from  it. 
The  American  Minifter  immediately  endeavoured  to 
alcertain,  whether,  by  refuting  to  receive  him,  it  v^'as 
intended  that  he  lliould  retire  from  the  territories  of 
the  French  Republic  ;  and  verbal  anl Vers  were  given 
that  fuch  was  the  intention  of  the  Diretftoryo  For 
his  own  jultification  he  delired  a  written  anfwer, 
but  obtained  none  until  the  9tli  of  January,  when 
receiving  notice,  in  writing,  to  quit  the  territories  of 
the  Republic,  he  proceeded  to  Amfterdam,  where  he 
propofed  to  wait  for  inftru6lions  from  this  Goverii- 
n"jent.  During  his  refidence  at  Paris,  cards  of  hol- 
pitality  were  refufed  him,  and  he  was  threatened  vv?itb 
being  fubjccied  to  the  jurildi6lion  of  the  Minifter  of 
Police  ;  but  with  becoming  iirmnefs,  he  iniifted  on 
the  protection  of  the  law  of  nations  due  to  liim  as 
the  known  Minifter  of  a  foreign  power.  You  wil^ 
derive  further  information  from  his  dilpatches,  which 
will  be  laid  before  you. 

As  it  is  often  neceliary  that  nations  fliould  treat 
for  the  mutual  advantage  of  their  affairs,  and  efpe- 
cially  to  accommodate  and  terminate  differences : 
and  as  they  can  treat  only  by  Miniftcrs,  the  right  of 
embaffy  is  well  knov/n  and  eltablifhed  by  the  law 
and  ufage  of  nations.  The  refufal  on  the  part  of 
France  to  receive  him  until  we  have  acceded  to  their 
demands,  without  difcuffion  and  without  invefiiga- 
tion,  is  to  treat  us  neither  as  allies,  nor  as  friends, 
nor  as  a  fovcreign  ftate. 

With  this  condutft  of  the  French  Government,  it 
will  be  proper  to  take  into  view  the  j)ublic  audience 
given  to  the  late  Minifter  of  the  United  States  on 
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Ms  taking  leave  of  the  Executive   Dire61:ory :  the 
fpcech    of  the   Prefident   difclores  fentiments   more 
alarming  than  the  rcfufal  of  a  Minitter,  becaule  more 
dangerous  to  our  independence  and  union  ;  and  at 
the  fame   time   itudioufly  marked  with  indignities 
towards   the  Government  of  the  United  States :  it 
evinces  a  difpofition  to  feparate  the  people  of  tlie 
United   States   from   the   Government,  to  pertliade 
them  that  they  have  different  afFe(St:ions,  principles, 
and  ihterefls    from   thofe   of  their   fellow-citizens, 
whom  they  themfelves  have  chofen  to  manage  their 
common  concerns  ;  and  thus  to  produce  divifions, 
fatal  to  our  peace.     Such  attempts  ought  to  be  re- 
pelled, with  a  decifion  which  fhall  convince  France 
and  the  world,  that  we  are  not  a  degraded  people; 
humiliated  under  k  colonial  fpirit  of  fear,  and  fenfe 
of  inferiority,  fitted  to  be  the  miferable  infiruments 
of  foreign  influence,  and  regardlefs  of  national  ho- 
nour, chara(?l:er,  and  intereft. 

I  fhould  have  been  happy  to  have  thrown  a  veil 
over  thefe  tranfadlions,  if  it  had  been  poflible  to 
conceal  them  ;  but  they  have  pafled  on  the  great 
theatre  of  the  world,  in  the  face  of  all  Europe  and 
America  ;  and  with  fo  much  circumflance  of  publi- 
city and  folemnity,  that  they  cannot  be  difgnifed, 
and  will  not  foon  be  forgotten  :  they  have  iniiidled 
a  wound  in  the  American  breaft. 

It  is  my  fincere  defire,  however,  that  it  may  be 
healed.  It  is  my  fincere  defire,  and  in  this  I  prefume 
I  concur  with  you,  and  with  our  confiituents,  to 
preferve  peace  and  friendfhip  with  all  nations  ;  and 
believing  that  neither  the  honour  nor  the  interefi:  of 
the  United  States  abfolutely  forbid  the  repetition  of 
advances  for  fecuring  thefe  defirable  objet^.is  with 
France,  I  fhall  inflitute  a  frefli  attempt  at  negotia- 
tion, and  fhall  not  fail  to  promote  and  accelerate  an 
accommodation,  on  terms  compatible  with  the  rights, 
duties,  interells,  and  honour  of  the  nation,     if  we 

have 
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have  cominitted  errors,  and  thefe  can  be  demonflratecl, 
we  ihciW  be  willing  to  correct  them.  If  we  have 
done  injuries,  we  lliall  be  willing,  on  convi£lion, 
fo  rcdrcl's  them.  And  equal  mealures  of  jufiice  we 
have  a  right  to  expect  from  France,  and  every  other 
nation. 

I'he  diplomntic  intercourfe  between  the  United 
States  and  France  being  at  prelcnt  fulpended,  the 
Government  has  no  means  of  obtaining  official  in- 
formation from  that  country ;  neverthelefs,  there  is 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  French  Executive  Directory 
paffed  a  decree  on  the  2d  of  March  laft,  contravening, 
in  part,  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  of  1778, 
injurious  to  our  lawful  cpmmerce,  and  endangering 
the  lives  of  our  citizens.  A  copy  of  this  decree  will 
be  laid  before  you. 

While  v^'e  are  endeavouring  to  adjuft  all  our  differ- 
ences with  France  by  amicable  negotiation,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  war  in  Europe,  the  depredations  on  our 
commerce,  the  perfonal  injuries  to  our  citizens,  and 
the  general  complexion  of  affairs,  render  it  my  in- 
difpcnfable  duty  to  recommend  to  your  conlideralion 
effedlual  meafures  of  defence. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States  has  become 
an  interelting  objed;  of  attention^  whether  we  con- 
■fider  it  in  relation  to  the  wealth  and  finances,  or  the 
firength  and  relburces,  of  the  nation.  With  a  fea- 
coair  of  near  two  thoufand  miles  in  extent,  opening 
a  wide  field  for  iifheries,  navigation,  and  commerce, 
a  great  portion  of  our  citizens  naturally  apply  their 
ijiduflry  and  cnterprife  to  thofe  objecls.  Any  ferious 
and  permanent  injury  to  commerce  would  not  fail 
to  produce  the  mofi  embarraffing  diforders  :  to  pre- 
vent it  from  being  undermined  and  det^royed,  it  is 
elTenlial  that  it  receive  an  adequate  protection. 

The  naval  eftabliniment  rnuft  occur  to  every 
man  w-ho  confiders  the  injuries  committed  on  our 
commerce  and  the  infuUs  offered  to  our  citizens, 

and 
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and  the  defcrlption  of  the  veffels  by  which  tbefe 
abufes  have  been  praciifed. — As  the  fufferings  of 
our  mercantile  and  feafaring  citizens  cannot  be 
afcribed  to  theomiffion  of  duties  demandable,  consi- 
dering the  neutral  lituation  of  our  country,  they  are 
to  be  attributed  to  the  hope  of  impunity,  ariling 
from  a  fuppofed  inabiUty  on  our  part  to  afford  pro- 
te6lion.  To  relift  the  confequences  oi'  iuch  impref- 
fions  on  the  minds  of  foreign  nations,  and  to  guard 
again (t  the  degradation  and  fervihty  which  they 
muft  finally  ftamp  on  the  American  characler,  is  an 
important  duty  of  Government. 

A  naval  power,  next  to  the  militia,  is  the  natural 
defence  of  the  United  States.  The  experience  of 
the  laft  war  would  he  fufficient  to  fhow,  that  a 
moderate  naval  force,  fuch  as  would  be  ealily  within 
the  prefent  abilities  of  the  Union,  would  have  been 
fufficient  to  have  baffled  many  formidable  tranfport- 
ations  of  troops,  from  one  State  to  another,  which 
were  then  pradlifed.  Our  fea-coa(ls,  from  their  great 
extent,  are  more  eafily  annoyed,  and  more  eafily 
defended  by  a  naval  force,  than  any  other.  With 
all  the  materials  our  country  abounds ;  in  fkill,  our 
naval  architecls  and  navigators  are  equal  to  any; 
and  commanders  and  Teamen  will  not  be  wanting. 

But  although  the  eftablifhment  of  a  permanent 
fyftera  of  naval  defence  appears  to  be  requifite,  I  am 
fenfible  it  cannot  be  formed  fo  fpeedily  and  exten- 
livcly  as  the  prefent  crifis  demands.  Hitherto,  I 
have  thought  proper  to  prevent  the  tailing  of  armed 
veffels,  except  on  voyages  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  where 
general  ufage,  and  the  danger  from  pirates,  appear 
to  render  the  permiffion  proper  :  yet  the  reftriclion 
has  originated  folely  from  a  wifli  to  prevent  collufions 
with  the  powers  at  war,  contravening  the  a6l  of 
Congrefs  of  June,  1794,  and  not  from  any  doubt 
entertained  by  me  of  the  policy  and  propriety  of  per- 
mitting our   veffels  to   employ  iriedns  of  defence, 
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while  cnsfaged  in  a  lawful  forei":n  commerce.  It 
remains  for  Congrefs  to  preferibc  fuch  regulations  as 
will  enable  our  feafaring  citizens  to  detend  them- 
lelves  againft  violations  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
at  the  fame  time  reilrain  them  from  committing  a6ls 
of  hoftility  againlt  the  powers  at  war.  In  addition 
to  this  voluntary  provifion  for  defence,  by  individual 
citizens,  it  appears  to  me  necellary  to  equip  the  fri- 
gates, and  provide  other  veflels  of  inferior  force,  to 
take  under  convoy  fuch  merchant- veliels  as  ihall 
remain  unarmed. 

The  greater  part  of  the  cruifers  whofe  depredations 
have  been  moft  injurious,  have  been  built,  and  tome 
of  them  partially  equipped  in  the  United  States. 
Although  an  effeclual  remedy  may  be  attended  with 
difhculty,  yet  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  prefent 
the  fubjecl  generally  to  your  confideration.  If  a 
mode  can  be  deviled  by  the  wifdom  of  Congrefs,  to 
prevent  the  refources  of  the  United  States  from  being 
converted  into  the  means  of  annoyirg  our  trade,  a 
great  evil  will  be  prevented.  With  the  fame  view  I 
think  it  proper  to  mention  that  fome  of  our  citizens 
rciident  abroad,  have  fitted  out  privateers,  and  others 
have  voluntarily  taken  the  command,  or  entered  on 
board  of  them,  and  committed  fpoliations  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  Such  unnatural 
and  iniquitous  pracftices  can  be  refirained  only  by 
fevere  punifhments. 

But,  befides  a  protcc9ion  of  our  commerce  on  the 
feas,  I  think  it  highly  ncceflary  to  prote(5l  it  at  home, 
where  it  is  colleded  in  our  moft  important  polls. 
The  diftance  of  the  United  States  from  Europe,  and 
the  well-known  promptitude,  ardour,  and  courage 
of  the  people  in  defence  of  their  country,  happily 
diminifh  the  probability  of  invafion ;  neverthclefs, 
to  guard  againft  fudden  and  predatory  incurfions,  the 
fttuation  of  fome  of  our  principal  fea-ports  demands 
your  confideration  ;  and  as  our  country  is  vulnerable 

in 
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in  other  interefls  befides  tbofe  of  its  commerce,  you 
will  ferioufly  deliberate,  whether  the  mcaiib  of  gene- 
ral defence  ought  not  to  be  increafed  by  an  addition 
to  the  regular  artillery  and  cavalry,  and  by  arrange- 
ments for  forming  a  provifional  army. 

With  the  lame  view,  and  as  a  raeafure  which  even 
in  a  time  of  univerfal  peace  ought  not  to  be  neglected, 
I  recommend  to  your  confideration  a  revifion  of  the 
laws  for  organizing,  arming,  and  difciplining  the 
militia,  to  render  that  natural  and  fafe  defence  of 
the  country  efficacious. 

Although  it  is  very  true  that  we  ought  not  to 
involve  ourfelves  in  the  political  fyftem  of  Europe, 
but  to  keep  ourfelves  diftincl  and  feparate  from  it, 
if  we  Can  ;  yet,  to  efFedt  this  leparation,  early,  punc- 
tual, and  continual  information  of  the  current  chain 
of  events,  and  of  the  political  projedls  in  contem- 
plation, is  no  lefs  neceflary  than  if  we  were  diredly 
concerned  in  them.  It  is  neceflary,  in  order  to  the 
difcovery  of  the  efforts  made  to  draw  us  into  the 
vortex,  in  feafon  to  make  preparation  againfl  them. 
However  we  may  conlider  ourfelves,  the  maritime  and 
commercial  powers  of  the  world  will  confider  the 
United  States  of  America  as  forming  a  weight  in 
that  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  which  never  can 
be  forgotten  or  negleded.  It  would  not  only  be 
againll  our  intereft,  but  it  would  be  doing  wrong  to 
one  half  of  Europe,  at  leaft,  if  we  ibould  voluntarily 
throw  ourfelves  into  either  fcale.  ft  is  a  natural  po- 
licy for  a  nation,  that  ftudies  to  be  neutral,  to  conlult 
with  other  nations  engaged  in  the  fame  lludies  and 
purfuits.  At  the  fame  time  that  meafures  might  be 
purfued  with  this  view,  our  treaties  with  Pruffia  and 
Sweden,  one  of  which  is  expired,  and  the  otljer 
nearly  expiring,  might  be  renewed. 

Gentlenmi  of  the  Hottfe  of  Reprefentathes, 

It  is  particularly  your  province  to  confider  the  ftate 

©f  the  public  finances,  and  to  adopt  fuch  meafures 
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refpetling  them,  as  exigencies  lliall  be  found  to  re- 
quire. The  prefervation  of  public  credit,  the  regular 
extinguifhment  of  the  public  debt,  and  a  provilion 
of  funds  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expenfes,  will 
of  courfe  call  for  your  ferious  attention.  Although 
the  impofition  of  new  burdens  cannot  be,  in  itfelf, 
agreeable,  yet  there  is  no  ground  to  doubt  that  the 
American  people  will  expect  from  you  fuch  meafures 
as  their  actual  engagements,  their  prcfcnt  fecurity, 
and  future  interefts  demand. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

The  prcfent  fituation  of  our  country  impofes  an 
obligation  on  all  the  departments  of  Government,  to 
adopt  an  explicit  and  decided  condu6f.  Tn  my  fitu- 
ation an  expotition  of  the  principles  by  which  my 
adminiti ration  will  be  governed,  ought  not  to  be 
omitted. 

It  is  impoffible  to  conceal  from  ourfelves,  or  the 
world,  what  has  been  before  obferved,  that  endea- 
vours have  been  employed  to  fofler  and  eflablifh  a 
divifion  between  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United  States.  To  inveftigate  the  caufes  which  have 
encouraged  this  attempt  is  not  neceflary  :  but  to 
repel,  by  decided  and  united  councils,  infinuations 
fo  derogatory  to  the  honour,  and  aggreilions  fo  dan- 
gerous to  the  conflitution,  union,  and  even  inde- 
pendence of  the  nation,  is  an  indilpenfable  duty. 

It  muft  not  be  permitted  to  be  doubted,  whether 
the  people  of  the  United  States  will  iupport  the 
Government  eflabliflicd  by  their  voluntary  confent, 
and  appointed  by  their  free  choice  ;  or  wliether,  by 
furrendering  thcmfelvcs  to  the  direftion  of  foreign 
and  domcflic  fadions,  in  oppofition  to  their  own 
Government,  they  will  forfeit  the  honourable  ftation 
they  have  hitherto  maintained. 

For  myfelf,  having  never  been  indifferent  to  what 
concerned  the  interefts  of  my  country ;  devoted  the 

beft 
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beft  part  of  my  life  to  obtain  and  fupport  its  inde- 
pendence ;  and  conftantly  vvItnefTed  the  patriotifin, 
fidelity,  and  perfeverance  of  my  f'ellow-citizenSj  on 
the  moft  trying  occalions,  it  is  not  for  me  to  helitate, 
or  abandon  a  caafe  in  which  ray  heart  has  been  fo 
long  engaged. 

Convinced  that  the  condii6l  of  the  Government 
has  been  jufl:  and  impartial  to  foreign  nations  ;  that 
thofe  internal  regulations  which  have  been  efta- 
bhfhed  by  law  for  the  prefervation  of  peace,  are  in 
their  nature  proper,  and  that  they  have  been  fairly 
executed ;  nothing  will  ever  be  done  by  me  to  im- 
pair the  national  engagements,  to  innovate  upon 
principles  which  have  been  lb  deliberately  and  up- 
rightly eflablifhed,  or  to  furrender  in  any  manner 
the  rights  of  the  Government.  To  enable  me  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  I  rely,  imder  God,  with 
entire  confidence  on  the  firm  and  enlightened  fup- 
port of  the  National  Legiflature,  and  upon  the  vir- 
tue and  patriotifm  of  my  fellow-citizens. 

John  Adams  *. 

Chaplains. — "Wednesday,  Mav  17.     The  Houfe 


*  The  Prefident  has  made  fome  little  alteration  in  the  form  of 
addrefs  to  the  tv/o  Houfes ;  an  alteration  evidently  for  the  bet- 
ter. General  Wafliington  always  began  with  '■'■  Fellonxi'dtizens  oi 
*'  the  Senate  and  Houle  of  Reprefentatives ;"  he  afterwards  called 
them  "  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  &c."  This,  in  the  very  fame 
fpeech,  favoured  too  much  of  affeftation  ;  too  much  of  that  mob- 
courting  policy  which  has  ever  diftinguiflied  the  condud  of  the  old 
General.  I  fliould  be  very  glad  to  be  informed  how  the  members 
of  Congrefs  had  more  of  the  citizen  in  them  at  the  beginning  than 
at  the  end  of  the  fpeech,  and  how  they  had  more  of  XhQ  gentleman 
of  the  end  of  it  than  at  the  beginning.  In  fa6f,  this  varitition  in 
the  form  of  addrefs  during  the  fame  fpeech,  was  pert'e^lly  ridicu- 
lous ;  and  Mr.  Adams  is  entitled  to  fome  praife  for  having  abo^ 
lilhed  it.  * 
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procvieded  to  the  choice  of  a  Chaplain,  and  the  ballots 
of  the  members  being  collected,  there  appeared 
For  Dr.  Green,  6o 

Dr.  Priestley,  J2* 

Mr.  Carrol,  a 

Mr.  IIelmuth,  i 


t)ocumenfs  relallve  io  Mr.  P'mchieys  EmhaJJy  /# 
France. — Thursday,  May  19.  The  Speaker  in- 
formed the  Honie  that  lie  had  received  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Department  of  State  containing  fundry 
documents  referred  to  by  tlie  Prehdent  in  his  fpeech 
to  both  Houfes,  numbered  from  i  to  18,  which 
was  then  read,  and  of  which  the  following  is  a  lum- 
mary. 

Document  1.  is  Mr.  Pinckncy's  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  dated  Paris,  December  20,  1796,  in 
which  he  writes,  that  after  a  fatiguing  journey  from 
Bourdeaux,  owing  to  the  dreadful  ftate  of  the  roads, 
he  reached  Paris  the  5th  of  December.  His  firii:  bu- 
Unefs  was  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Munroe  his  letters 
of  recall.  He  then  wrote  to  Charles  de  la  Croix,  the 
French  Minifier  for  Foreign  Affairs,  requeffing  him 
to  hxthetime  for  receiving  copies  of  Mr.  Pinckney's 
letters  of  credence,  and  Mr.  Munroe's  letters  of  recall. 


*  The  laft  Congrefs  gave  32  votes  for  Dr.  Prieftley.  The  dc- 
creafe  in  the  number  of  his  friends  is  a  certain  {jroof  of  an  incrcafe 
of  rchgion,  good  I'enfe,  and  decency  in  the  Hoiife ;  but  it  reflefts 
little  honour  oa  the  countryj  that  one  fifth  of  the  Reprefentatives 
of  it  Ihould  dare  openly  to  patronize  a  iTeditioiis  Socinian.  N.  B. 
Dr.  Green  is  a  Prefbyterian,  Mr.  Carrol  a  Roman  Catholic,  Mr. 
Helmuth  a  German  Lutheran.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  have, 
for  many  years  paft,  if  not  always,  chofen  a  Prclbyterian  Minifter 
for  their  Chaplain  ;  and  the  Senate  have,  as  uniformly,  chofen  a 
Church  of  England  Blfliop.  This  feems  to  have  becfi  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  accommodation  ;  and,  to  fay  the  truth,  the  appointment  of 
Chaplains  feems  even  to  have  been  an  objcft  of  very  little  import- 
ance with  moft  of  the  members ;  had  it  not  been  fo  we  fl^ould  have 
heard  fpeecUes  enough  upoa  the  fubieft. 

The 
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The  Minlfler  fixed  the  9th  December,  between  one 
and   four   o'clock  P.  M.  to  receive   them.     *'  He 
received  us  at  firft,"   fays  Mr.  Pinckney  in  his  dif- 
patches,  "  with  great  fliffnefs ;  but  afterwards,  on 
converting  on  fome  general  fubje^ls,  he  unbent  and 
behaved  with  civility."     He  promifed  to  communi- 
cate both  letters  to  the  Directory  without  delay  ;  and 
defired  Major  Ruthdge  (Mr.  Pinckney's  fecrctary)  to 
give  him  the  names  of  baptifm  and  the  ages  of  Mr. 
Pinckney  and  his  fuite,  that  cards  of  ho/pi tcdity  might 
be  obtained  for  them  ;  which,  as  he  obfervcd,  were 
-neceffary  to  enable  them  to  refide  in  Paris  unmolefled. 
He  promifed  to  fend  the  cards  the  next  morning. 
On  the  12th  in  the  morning,  Mr.  Pinckney  was  in- 
formed,  through  the  medium  of  a  letter  written  by 
Mr.  De  la  Croix  to  Mr.  Munroe,  that  the  "  Direc- 
tory   would    not  acknowledge  or  receive  another 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  un- 
til after  the  redrefs  of  the  grievances  demanded  of 
the  American  Government,  and  which  the  French 
Republic  had  a  right  to  expert  from  it."     Mr.  Pinck- 
ney expe6ted  a  notiiication  of  the  fame  import,  and 
waited  for  it  until  next  morning ;   when  he  wrote  to 
the  Minifter  to  inform  him  of  Mr.  Monroe's  commu- 
nication, and  of  his  not  having  received  cards  of  hof- 
pitality  for  himlelf  and  fuite ;  defiring  at  the  fame 
time  to  know  whether  it  was  the   "  intention  of  the 
Dire6tory  that  he  fhould  immediately  quit  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Republic,  or  whether  lie  and  his  family 
might  remain  until  he  heard  from  his  Government." 
This  letter  was  fent  by  Major  Rutledge,  the  fecre- 
tary  of  the  embaffy,  who  reported  that  he  delivered 
it  to  the  Minifler,  and  received  from  him  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  declaration  contained  in  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Munroe,  only  fubilituting  the  word  federal  intlead  of 
the^merica?i  Government ;  and  "  witii  refpe6t  to  the 
fecond  fubje61:,"  the  Minifter  faid,  "  he  could  re- 
turn no  anfwer  until  it  was  laid  before  the  Direc- 

I  3  tory," 
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tory,"  which  he  promifed  to  take  the  firft  opportu- 
nity of  doing*. 

Document  II.    relates  to  the  fame  fubjei^:,    and 
proceeds  to  detail,  that  a  Mr.  Gnaudel,  who  called 
himfelf  "  chief  Secretary  to  the  department  of  fo- 
reign affairs,"  waited  on  Mr.  Pinckne) ,  and  laid  he 
came  on  tiie  part  of  the  Miniller  to  inform   Mr. 
P.  of  the  laws  of  France  relating  to  tlrangers  ;  and 
added,  that  as  the  Dire61ory  had  refolved  not  to  re- 
ceive him  in  his  public  chara6ter,  or  to  give  him 
permiffion  to  Hay  in  Paris,  *'  the  general  laws  would 
operate"  in  this  cafe  as  in  all  others  ;  and  that  it  was 
the  fixed  intention  of  the  Directory  that  he  fhould 
quit  the  territories  of  the  Republic.     Upon  Mr.  P.'s 
inquiring  in  what  time  it  was  expected  he  fhould  fet 
out,  he  laid  the  Minifler  could  not  defignate  it,  as 
the  cafe  lay  within  the  department  of  the  Officer  of  th& 
FoUce.     Mr.  P.  replied,  that  Mr.  De  la  Croix  was 
the  proper  organ  through  which  information  fhould 
come  to  him,  as  he  knew  the  capacity  in  which  he 
had  been  fent  to  France  ;  whereas  the  Officer  of  the 
Police    "  might  regard  him  as  a  mere  flranger,  and 
throw  him   into  confinement" — that    whether  the 
Directory  received  him  or  not  in  his  due  character, 
he  was  entitled  to  the  protedion  of  the  laiv  of  nations  ; 
that  if  they  permitted  him  to  ftay  until  he  could  hear 

*  In  this,  as  well  as  in  all  the  othei-  of  Mr.  Pinckney's  letters, 
I  perceive  with  great  furprife,  and  not  without  fome  indignation, 
that  the  writer  has  not  only  ufed  the  atheljlical  calendar^  but  that, 
in  nnany  inllances,  he  has  omitted  the  ufe  of  the  latter  altogether. 
It  has  been  aflerted,  and  not  without  good  reafon,  that  Great 
Britain  humbled  herfelf  before  the  throne  of  regicide  ;  a  writer  of 
great  eminence  has  faidof  the  embafiy  of  Lord  Malmfbury,  that 
it  "exhibited  the  fpet'^acle  of  a  Britifli  Minifter  deputed  to  crime 
"■  from  convardice,  received  with  infult,  and  difmiifed  with  mock- 
*'  ery,  offering  the  ruins  of  the  nation,  and  returning  with  its 
*■'■  f/:'a??ie :"  yet.  Lord  Malmfbury  never  condefcended  to  difgrace 
his  difpatches  with  the  Fritnaires  and  Vcndemairei  of  the  cut-threats 
of  Paris ;  he  bowed  at  the  throne  of  regicide,  but  he  did  not  kneej^ 
at  that  of  atheifm. 

from 
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jjrom  his  Government,  he  was  under  the  fafeguard  of 
thofe  laws,  and  if  not,  that  he  was  entitled  to  Utters 
of  fafe  condu^  and  fajfports  on  his  journey.  The 
ground  Mr.  P.  chofe  embarraffed  the  Dire6^ory  : 
they  wifhed  him  gone,  but  they  did  not  choofe  to 
take  fo  harlh  a  meafure  as  to  fend  him  off  perempto- 
rily until  they  heard  of  the  iffue  of  the  approacliing 
eledion  in  the  United  States.  If  o?te  public  charac- 
ter was  ele6ted  (as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  An- 
cients aflerted),  which  they  hoped  would  take  place, 
he  was  devoted  to  the  intereft  of  France,  and  would 
fender  the  negotiation  more  ealy. 

DocK7nent\\\.  The  fame  fubjeA  is  continued.  On 
the  6th  of  January,  1797,  Mr.  Pinckney,  by  his 
fecretary,  fent  a  melTage  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign 
Affairs  in  behalf  of  fundry  American  citizens  who 
laboured  under  great  hardfhips  in  France  ;  none 
of  whom  were  permitted  to  travel  from  one  town 
to  another,  and  fome  of  them  had  been  impri' 
foned  for  want  of  regular  paffports  ;  which  had 
ufed  to  be  granted  by  the  American  Ambaffador 
near  the  Republic,  counterligned  by  the  Minifter 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  which  were  not  fufpendcd. 
To  tiiis  complaint  the  Minifter  replied,  that  an  arrete 
had  been  made  on  the  fubjed:,  and  that  in  future  all 
petitions  for  paffports  on  behalf  of  the  American  ci- 
tizens fhould  be  addrelFed  to  the  Minijter  of  the  ge^ 
neral  Police.  On  Major  Rutledge's  reviewing  the  fub- 
je6tof  Mr.  Pinckney's  ftay  in  Paris,  which  happened 
at  the  clofe  of  the  conference,  the  Minifter  lignified 
much  furprife  at  his  ftayingyo  long,  adding,  that  he 
(the  Minifter)  "  had  exercifed  much  condefcend- 
ance  in  being  lb  long  ftlent ;  in  fhort,  that  he  Ihould 
be  very  forry  if  a  further  ftay  ihould  obhge  him  to 
give  information  to  the  Minifter  of  the  Poli'-?." 
In  this  conference  with  the  brutal  De  la  Croix, 
which  lafted  near  an  hour,  Major  Rutledge  was  not 
jithnitted  to  the  honour  of  a  feat." 

J  i^  Document 
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Document  IV.  contains  the  firlV  letter  from  Ge- 
neral Pinckncy  after  he  left  Paris,  dated  Amfterdam, 
February  i8th,  in  wliich  he  writes,  that  the  "  day 
after  the  accounts  were  received  of  Buonaparte  ^  luc- 
ccifcs  in  Italy,  Mr.  De  la  Croix  gave  him,  by  di- 
rection of  the  Executive  Dircdory,  official  notice  in 
isjriting  to  quit  the  territories  of  the  PVench  Repub- 
lic ;  which  being  all  he  had  fo  long  waited  for,  he 
immediately  fet  out  on  his  journey,  and  had  ar- 
rived at  Amfterdam*. 

In  the  Vth  Document  Mr.  P.  informs  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  that  the  French  Directory  had  made 
a  requifition  of  the  Dutch  to  join  France  in  treating 
7ieuiral  vellels  agreeably  to  the  late  French  decrees  ; 
but,  on  the  Dutch  remonftrating  againft  the  mea- 
fure,  as  ruinous  to  their  commerce  and  finances,  the 
requifition  was  fufpended.  In  the  fame  letter  he 
informs  of  the  infamous  conducrt  of  fome  Americans, 
^vho,  under  French  colours,  had  equipped  priva- 
teers to  plunder  the  property  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

Document  VI.  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Ma- 
jor Mountflorence,  American  Conful  at  Paris,  in 
which  two  Icoundrels,  Cowell  and  Lewis,  are  parti- 
cularly named  as  owners  of  privateers  whicli  had 
made  recent  prizes  of  American  property  ;  and  that 
thefc  men,  with  otb.er  traitorous  Americans,  were 
conftantly  importuning  the  French  to  iffue  feveral 
orders  aeainft  American  commerce. 

Documents  VII.  and  VIII.  are  on  the  famefubje6l 
Qsthe  6th  ;  adding,  that  all  American  feamen,  taken 

*  Thus  was  he  driven  from  the  hell  of  pillage  and  murder  in 
fpite  of  nil  his  flartcriesandibpplications  to  the  infernal  deities.  In 
his  letter  of  "the  21ft  Frimairc^''  he  takes,  or  rather  he  7}iakcs  oc- 
cafion  to  fay  :  "  though  I  am  devoted  to  the  liberty,  profpcrity,  and 
independence  of  my  own  country,  the  freedom,  happinefs,  and 
fcrfccl  cjlahlijtjmrnt  of  tijc  French  Republic  Ijave  al'ways  leen 
dear  to  jkc."  This  was  rewarded,  as  every  fuch  aft  of  mean- 
iiefs  ought  to  be,  with  the  contempt  of  thofe  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
diellcd. 

I  OQ 
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on  board  Brltifli  veflels,  although  prefled  into  the 
lervice,  were  confined  in  prifons  as  prifoners  of  war, 
and  treated  with  uncommon  cruelty. 

Docwnent  IX.  is  the  well-known  valediSlory  ad- 
drefs  of  the  Executive  Diredlory  to  Mr.  Munroe  on 
his  recall,  which,  as  a  remarkable  fpecimen  of  repub- 
lican hauteur  and  French  gibberifn,  [  will  infert  as 
follows  : 

*'  Mr.  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
*'  States  of  America,  by  prefenting  to-day  your  let- 
*'  ters  of  recall  to  the  Executive  Directory,  you  give 
^^  to  Europe  a  very  ilrange  fpedlacle. 

*^  France,  rich  in  her  liberty,  furrounded  by  a 
*'  train  viiSlorious,  ftrong  in  the  efteem  of  her  allies, 
*'  will  not  abate  herfelf  by  calculating  the  con- 
*'  tequences  of  the  condcfcenlion  of  the  American 
**  Government  to  the  fuggeftions  of  her  former  ty- 
^^  rants;  moreover,  the  French  Republic  hopes 
**  that  the  fuccelTors  of  Columbus,  Raleigh,  and 
^'  Penn,  always  proud  of  their  liberty,  will  never 
^*  forget  that  they  owe  it  to  France.  They  will 
*'  weigh,  in  their  wifdom,  the  magnanimous  bene- 
*^  volence  of  the  French  people  with  the  crafty  ca- 
*'  reffes  of  certain  perfidious  perfons,  who  meditate 
bringing  them  back  to  their  flavery.  AtTure  the 
good  American  people.  Sir,  that,  like  them,  we 
adore  liberty;  and  that  they  will  always  have 
our  efteem,  and  that  they  will  find  in  the  French 
^*  people  republican  generofity,  which  knows  how 
"  to  grant  peace,  as  it  does  to  caufe  its  fovereignty 
*^  to  be  refpefted. 

"  As  to  you,  Mr.  Minifter  Plenipotentiary,  you 
"  have  combated  for  principles,  you  have  known  the 
*-  true  interefl  of  your  country  ;  you  depart  with  our 
"  regret.  In  you  we  give  up  a  Reprefentative  to 
**  America,  and  retain  the  remembrance  of  the  Citi- 
"  zen  whofe  perfonal  qualities  did  honour  to  that 
^'  title.'* 

Document 
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Document  X.  contains  a  decree  of  the  Executive 
Diretlory,  annulling  the  treaty  of  commerce  con- 
tra6lecl  February  1778,  between  France  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  eftablilhing  a  new 
code  refpecting  the  veflels  of  the  latter,  agreeably 
with  the  Britilli  treaty  of  1794,  in  all  the  articles 
that  concern  neutral  commerce  ;  and  adding 
other  regulations  refpecTting  fhips'  papers,  and 
American  citizens  taken  on  board  Britifh  veflels,  in 
which  they  are  confidered  as  pirates,  although  they 
bad  been  impreiTed  and  detained  by  force. 

Document  XI.  is  a  letter  from  John  Q.  j43ams, 
Efq.  IMlnijler  refident  near  the  Batavian  Republic ; 
in  which  the  Miniiter  defcribes  the  fubjc6tion  of 
that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France ;  that 
it  too  complains  of  the  Britifh  treaty,  and  requetls 
the  United  States  to  make  a  common  caufe  with 
her  and  France,  and  to  join  in  the  war  againfl 
Great  Britain. 

DGcument  XII.  is  an  extra6l  from  the  Commiffion 
of  Affairs  of  the  Batavian  National  Jijfemhly.  to  the 
M'mijler  refident  of  the  United  States ,  reminding  the 
United  States  of  the  numerous  fervices  of  the  Dutch, 
during  the  American  war,  and  calling  on  the 
United  States  to  protect  Dutch  property  on  board 
American  veflels  from  the  capture  of  Britifh  cruifers, 
and  intimating  how  glorious  a  rcfolve  it  would  be, 
to  make  a  common  caufe  with  the  French  Republic, 
and  thereby  to  "  render  to  the  hem'ifpheres  a  peac^ 
for  ivhich  humayiUy  langiiifiiesr 

Document  XIII.  is  John  Q.  Adamses  anfwer  t& 
the  Batavian  Government^  declaring  the  invariable 
refolution  of  the  United  States,  not  to  engage  in  the 
European  war,  and  to  obferve  all  her  treaties  and 
her  neutrality  inviolably. 

Documents  XIV.  and  XV.  are  letters  from  /.  Q. 
Adams,  and  liufiis  King,  Alinifler  Fknipotentiarj/  in 

Great 
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Great  Britain,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  containing 
an  account  of  the  recent  demands  that  the  French 
tyrants  have  made  of  Denmark,  Hamburg,  and 
Bremen,  to  fufpend  all  commerce  with  England, 
with  which  haughty  requifition  none  of  thofe  go- 
vernments had  chofen  to  comply. 

Document  XVL  is  a  letter  from  Charles  Mar- 
tinez de  Yrujo,  Mlnijier  of  Spain,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  Philadelphia,  May  6,  1797;  contain- 
ing a  repetition  of  the  fame  complaints  that 
had  been  made  by  the  French  and  Batavian 
republics  againft  the  BritilTi  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce ;  with  an  addition,  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
of  a  remonftrance  againft  that  article  of  the  treaty 
which  aflures  to  the  Englilli  the  free  navigation  of 
the  river  Miffiffippi  *. 

Document  XVII.  contains  the  Secretary's  anfwer 
to  the  Spanijli  Minijler,  in  which  he  clearly  proves 
the  futility  of  the  Spanifli  complaints,  and  efia- 
blilhes   the  juftice    and     propriety   of    the    Britilli 


*  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  inform  my  readers,  that  one  of  the 
reafons  alleged  by  Spain  for  declaring  war  againft  Great  Britain, 
was   her  having  granted  certain  privileges  to  the  United  States  of 
America.     Thus,  then,  it  is  net  favours  granted  to  Great  Britain 
alone,  that  forms  the  Spanilh  objeftions  to  the  Britifti  treaty,  but 
favours  granted  to  the  United  States  alfo.     Both  are  to  be  quar- 
relled with,  both  menaced,  and  both  attacked  too,  unlefs  tliis  mu- 
tually advantageous  treaty  can  be  iet  afide.     There  is  no  doubt 
but  the  Don  has  been  led,  or  rather  been  driven,  to  prefer  his 
complaint,  by  his  new  and  natural  allies,  the  French,  and  the  ob» 
je6t  in  fo  doing  is  not  lefs  evident ;   but  they  will  be  difappointed. 
A  war  with  Spain  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  falvatioii  ot  this 
country,  if  a  war  with  France  takes  place,  or  if  the  Spaniards  have 
ceded  Louifiana  to  France.     They  muft  both  be  driven  into  the 
Gulf  of -Mexico,  or  we  (hall  never  ileep  in  peace.     Befides,  a 
war  with  Spain  would  be  fo  convenient !     There  is  nothing  but 
dry  blows  to  be  gotten  from  the  pennylefs  fans-culottes  ;  but  the 
wealth  of  Spanifli  South  Amenca  would  be  a  faive  for  every  fore. 
It  would  be  the  cream  of  the  vvar.  Everv  thing  feems  to  be  working 
together  for  good  ;  as  Cromwell  faid,  when  tne  Scots  were  com- 
ing down   upon  him,  "  the  Lord  hath  delivered  them  into  our 
jiands."     May  we  treat  them  as  they  deferve  ! 

3  treaty 
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treaty  in  all  its  parts  that  have  any  relation  to  Spain 
— as  well  what  concerns  free  fhips  making  free 
goods  as  the  extenfion  of  the  lill  of  contraband 
articles,  and  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mifliilippi. 

Document  XVIII.  contains  Mr.  F'mchieys  letter, 
dated  PariSi  Feh.  i,  wherein  he  notifies  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  his  intention  to  depart  from  Paris 
immediately. 

It  is  ImpofFible  to  transfufe  into  a  fuminary  like 
this,  any  idea  of  the  infults  Vv'hich  the  Envoy  was 
obliged  to  fwallow,  previous  to  his  departure  from 
Paris.  Never  was  a  flave  more  contemptuoufly 
treated  by  his  mailer  ;  never  was  hui^lity  rewarded 
with  fuch  provoking  difdain.  One  would  have 
thought,  that  the  reading  of  thefe  difpatches  would 
roufe  the  fpirit  of  the  Congrefs  ;  one  would  have 
expecfled  an  unanimous  vote  for  the  echo  of  the 
Ipeech  with  which  the  difpatches  were  accompa^ 
nied  ;  but  no  fpirit,  no  refentment,  was  difcovered. 
The  Senate  did,  indeed,  fomething  like  echo  the 
-fpeech  of  the  Prcfident  \  but,  in  the  lower  Houfe 
(which  is,  in  point  of  intluence,  the  upper  Houfe), 
the  fpeech  underwent  the  moll  mortifying  witticifrn. 


Jin  fiver  of  the  Senate. — Saturday^  icth  May. — 
Sir,  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  requefl  you  to 
accept  their  acknowledgments  for  the  comprehen- 
iive  and  intcrefiing  detail  you  have  given  in  your 
fpeech  to  both  Iloufcs  of  Congrefs,  on  the  exifting 
liate  of  the  Union. 

While  we  regret  the  ncccffity  of  the  prefent 
meeting  of  the  Lcgiflaturc,  wc  wifh  to  exprefs  our 
entire  approbation  of  your  condudt  in  convening  it, 
on  this  momentous  accaiion. 

The  fuperintcndcnce  of  our  national  faith,  honour, 
and  dignity,  being,  in  a  great  meafure,  conftitu- 
tionally  depolitcd  with  the  Executive,  we  obferve, 
with  lingular  fatisfa^llon,  the  vigilance,  lirmnefs, 

and 


JULY,  1797.  125 

and  promptitude,  exhibited  by  you,  in  the  critical 
Hate  of  our  pubUc  affairs,  and  from  thence  derive 
an  evidence  and  pledge  of  the  redlitude  and  inte- 
grity of  your  adminifiration.  And  we  are  fenfible 
it  is  an  obje6l  of  primary  importance,  that  each 
branch  of  the  government  fhould  adopt  a  language 
and  fyftem  of  condudl,  which  fliall  be  cool,  juft, 
and  difpaffionate,  but  firm,  explicit,  and  d<icided. 

We  are  equally  delirous,  with  you,  to  preferve 
peace  and  friendfhip  with  all  nations,  and  are 
happy  to  be  informed,  that  neither  the  honour  nor 
intereils  of  the  United  States  forbid  advances  for 
fecuring  thofe  delirable  objedls,  by  amicable  nego- 
tiation with  the  French  Republic.  This  method 
of  adjufiing  national  differences  is  not  only  the 
moft  mild,  but  the  moil  rational  and  humane  ;  and, 
with  governments  difpofcd  to  be  jull,  can  feldom  fail 
of  fuccefs,  when  fairly,  candidly,  and  fincerely  ufed. 
If  we  have  committed  errors,  and  can  be  made  fen- 
fible of  them,  we  agree  with  you  in  opinion,  that 
we  ought  to  correcf  them,  and  compenfate  the  in- 
juries which  may  have  been  confequent  thereon  ; 
and  we  truft  the  French  Republic  will  be  actuated 
by  the  fame  jutl  and  benevolent  principles  of  na- 
tional policy. 

We  do,  therefore,  moft  fincerely  approve  of  your 
determination  to  promote  and  accelerate  an  accom- 
modation of  our  exiftins;  differences  with  that  Re- 
public,  by  negotiation,  on  terms  compatible  with 
the  rights,  duties,  interefts,  and  honour  of  our  na- 
tion. And  you  may  reft  aflured  of  our  moft  cor- 
dial co-operation,  fo  far  as  it  may  become  neceffary 
in  this  purfuit. 

Peace  and  harmony  with  all  nations  is  our  fin- 
cere  wifh  :  but  fuch  being  the  lot  of  humanity,  that 
nations  will  not  always  reciprocate  peaceable  dif- 
pofitions,  it  is  our  firm  belief  that  effedtual  meafures 
of  defence  will  tend  to  infpire  that  national  felf- 

refpe6t 
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refpedl  and  confidence  at  home,  whicii  Is  the  un- 
failing fource  of  refpeciability  abroad,  to  check 
aggreflion  and  prevent  war. 

Whilft  we  are  endeavouring  to  adjuft  our  dif- 
ferences with  the  French  Repubhc,  by  amicable  ne- 
gotiation, the  progrefs  of  the  war  in  Europe,  the 
depredations  on  our  commerce,  the  perfonal  injuries 
to  our  citizens,  and  the  general  complexion  of  af- 
fairs, prove  to  us  your  vigilant  care  in  recommend- 
ing to  our  attention  effedtual  mcafures  of  defence. 

Thole  which  you  recommend,  whether  they  re- 
late to  external  defence,  by  permitting  our  citizens 
to  arm,  for  the  purpofc  of  repelling  aggreflions  on 
their  commercial  rights,  and  by  providing  fea  con- 
voys, or  to  internal  defence,  by  increafing  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  artillery  and  cavalry,  by  forming  a  pro- 
vilional  army,  by  revifing  the  militia  laws,  and  for- 
tifying more  completely  our  ports  and  harbours, 
will  meet  our  confederation,  under  the  influence 
of  the  fame  jnft  regard  for  the  fecurity,  intereft,  and 
honour  of  our  country,  which  didtated  your  re- 
commendation. 

Pra6lices  fo  unnatural  and  iniquitous,  as  thofe 
you  ftate,  of  our  citizens  converting  their  property 
and  perfonal  exertions  into  the  means  of  annoying 
our  trade  and  injuring  our  fellow-citizens,  deferve 
legal  fevcrity  commcnfurate  with  their  turpitude.  ^ 

Although  the  Senate  believe  that  the  profperity 
and  happincfs  of  our  country  does  not  depend  on 
general  and  extenfive  political  connexions  with, 
European  nations,  yet  we  never  can  lofe  fight  of 
the  propriety,  as  well  as  neceffity,  of  enabling  the 
Executive,  by  fufficient  and  liberal  fupplies,  to  main- 
tain, and  even  extend,  our  foreign  intercourfe,  as 
exigencies  may  require,  repofing  full  confidence 
in  the  Executive,  in  whom  the  conftitution  has 
placed  the  powers  of  negotiation. 

We  learn  with  fnicere  concern,  that  attempts  are 

in 
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in  operation  to  alienate  the  affedlions  ofour  fellow- 
citizens  from  their  government.  Attempts  fo 
wicked,  wherever  they  exiil,  cannot  fail  to  excite 
our  utmoft  abhorrence.  A  government  chofen  by 
the  people  for  their  own  fafety  and  happinefs,  and 
calculated  to  fecure  both,  cannot  lofe  their  affec- 
tions, fo  long  as  its  adrainiflration  purfues  the 
principles  upon  which  it  was  erected.  And  your 
refolution  to  obferve  a  condudl  juft  and  impartial 
to  all  nations,  a  facred  regard  to  our  national  en- 
gagements, and  not  to  impair  the  lights  of  our  go- 
vernment, contains  principles  which  cannot  fail  to  fe- 
cure to  your  adminiHration  the  fupport  of  the  Na- 
tional Legiflature,  to  render  abortive  cyery  attempf: 
to  excite  dangerous  jealoufies  among  us,  and  to 
convince  the  world  that  our  government,  and  your 
adminiftration  of  it,  cannot  be  feparated  from  the 
affectionate  fupport  of  every  good  citizen.  And 
the  Senate  cannot  fuffer  the  prefent  occalion  to 
pafs,  without  thus  publicly  and  folemnly  expreffing 
their  attachment  to  the  conftitution  and  govern- 
ment of  their  country  ;  and  as  they  hold  themfelves 
refponiible  to  their  conftituents,  their  confciences, 
and  their  God,  it  is  their  determination,  by  all 
their  exertions,  to  repel  every  attempt  to  alienate 
the  affe6lions  of  the  people  from  the  government, 
fo  injurious  to  the  honour,  fafety^  and  independence 
of  the  United  States. 

We  are  happy,  lince  our  fentiments  on  the  fub- 
je6f  are  in  perfe6t  union  with  yours,  ia  this  public 
manner  to  declare,  that  we  believe  the  condudl  of 
the  Government  hag,  been  juft  and  impartial  to  fo- 
reign nations,  and  that  thole  internal  regulations 
which  have  been  ellablifhed  for  the  prefervation  of 
peace,  are  in  their  nature  proper,  and  have  been 
fairly  executed. 

And  we  are  equally  happy  in  poffefling  an  entire 
confidence  in  your  abilities  and  exertions  in  your 

ftation. 
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ftatlon,  to  maintain  untarnifhed  the  honour,  prC- 
fervc  the  peace,  and  lupport  the  independence  of 
our  country  ;  to  acquire  and  efiablifh  which,  in 
connexion  with  your  fellow-citizens,  has  been  the 
virtuous  etfbrt  of  a  part  of  your  life. 

To  aid  you  inthefe  honourable  and  arduous  exer- 
tions, as  it  is  our  duty,  fo  it  fliall  be  our  faithful 
endeavour.  And  we  flatter  ourfelvcs,  Sir,  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  prefent  felTion  of  Congrefs  will 
manifeft  to  the  world,  that  although  the  United 
States  love  peace,  they  will  be  independent ;  that 
they  are  lincere  in  their  declarations  to  be  juft  to 
the  French  and  all  other  nations,  and  expe6l  the 
fame  in  return.  If  a  fcnfe  of  juft  ice,  a  love  of 
moderation  and  peace,  fhall  influence  their  coun- 
cils, which  we  lincerely  hope,  we  fliall  have  juft 
fCrounds  to  expe6l  peace  and  amity  between  the 
United  States  and  all  nations  will  be  prelerved. 

But  if  we  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  experience  in- 
juries from  any  foreign  powers,  and  the  ordinary 
methods  by  which  dilferences  are  amicably  adjuftcd 
between  nations  fhall  be  rejecled,  the  detennhiat'ion 
"  not  to  furrender  in  any  manner  the  rights  of  the 
*'  government,'*  being  lb  infeparably  connedled 
u'ith  the  dignity,  intereft,  and  independence  of 
our  country,  lliall,  by  us,  be  fleadily  and  inviolably 
fupported. 

Thomas  Jefferson, 

J^ice-prejident  of  the  United  States , 

and  Frejidmt  of  the  Senate, 

.  Jlnfwer  (as  firjl  reported)  of  the  Reprejmtatives. 
'Monday^  May  23. — Sir,  The  intcrefting  detail  of 
thofe  events  which  have  rendered  the  convention 
of  Congrels  at  this  tune  indifpenfable  (communi- 
cated in  your  fpecch  to  both  Houles)  has  excited  in 
us  the  ftrongell  emotions.  Whilft  we  regret  the 
occalion,  wc  cannot  omit  to  teftify  our  approbation 

of 
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•of  the  nleafure,  and  to  pledi?:e  ourfelves  that  no  con- 
:fiderations  of  privHte  inconvenience  ih."  j:)rcvcnt, 
on  our  part,  a  taithful  difcharge  of  the  duties  to 
which  we  are  called. 

We  have  conftantly  hoped,  that  the  nations  of 
Europe,  deiblated  hy  foreign  v^ars,  or  convnlfed 
by  intefline  divilions,  would  have  left  the  United 
States  to  enjoy  that  peace  and  tranquillity  to  which 
the  impartial  condu6l  of  our  Government  has  en- 
titled us  ;  and  it  is  now,  with  extreme  regret,  we 
find  the  meafures  of  the  French  Republic  tending 
to  endanger  afituation  fo  defirable  and  interelting  to 
our  country. 

Upon  this  occalion,  we  feel  it  our  duty  toexprefs, 
in  the  moft  explicit  manner,  the  lenfations  which  the 
prefent  crifis  has  excited,  and  to  aflure  you  of  our 
zealous  co-operation  in  thofe  meafnres  which  may 
appear  necelTary  for  our  fecurity  or  peace. 

Although  it  is  the  hrft  and  mofl  ardent  wifh  of 
our  hearts,  that  peace  may  be  maintained  with  the 
French  Republic,  and  with  all  the  world;  yet  we 
can  never  lurrender  thofe  fights  which  belong  to  us 
as  a  nation  :  and  whilll  we  view  with  fatisfadlion,' 
the  wifdom,  dignity,  and  moderation,  which  have 
marked  the  meafures  of  the  Supreme  Executive  of 
our  country,  in  its  attempts  to  remove,  by  candid  ex- 
planations, the  complaints  and  jealoufies  of  France, 
we  feel  the  full  force  of  that  indignity  which  has. 
been  offered  our  country  in  the  reje6tion  of  its  Mi- 
nifier.  No  attempts  to  wound  our  rights  as  a  fove- 
reign  flate  will  cfcape  the  notice  of  our  coniiituents  ; 
they  will  be  felt  with  indignation,  and  repelled  with 
that  decifion  which  Ihall  convince  the  world  that  we 
are  not  a  degraded  people,  that  we  can  never  fub- 
mit  to  the  demands  of  a  foreign  power,  without  ex- 
amination, and  without  difcuffion. 

Knowing,  as  we  do,  the  confidence  repofed  by 

the  people  of  the  United  States  in  their  Government, 
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\vc  cannot  hefitate  in  expreilinji:  our  indignation  at 
the  lentiinents  difcloled  by  the  Prcfident  otthe  Exe- 
cutive Directory  of  France,  iu  his  Tpecch  to  the  Pre- 
lident  of  the  United  States.  Su<^h  lentiments  lerve 
to  difcover  the  imperfecl  knowledge  which  France 
poffelfcs  of  the  real  opinions  of  your  conilituents. 
An  attempt  to  leparate  the  people  of  the  United 
States  from  their  Government,  is  an  attempt  to  fe- 
parate  them  from  themfelves;  and  although  foreign- 
ers, who  know  not  the  genius  of  our  country,  may 
have  conceived  the  projc6i,  and  foreign  emifTaries 
may  attempt  the  execution,  yet  the  united  efforts  of 
our  feilow-citizens  v^ill  convince  the  world  of  its 
imj)radicabitity. 

Happy  v/ould  it  have  been,  if  the  tranfacStions  dif- 
clofed  in  your  communication  had  never  takeri 
place,  or  that  they  could  liave  been  concealed. 
Senfibly,  however,  as  we  feel  the  wound  which  has 
been  infiided,  we  think  with  you,  that  neither  the 
honour  nor  the  interefl  of  the  United  States  forbid 
the  repetition  of  advances  for  preferving  peace;  and 
we  are  happy  to  learn,  that  frefli  attempts  at  nego- 
tiation will  be  commencexl  :  nor  can  we  too  ftrongly 
cxprefs  our  iincere  detires  that  an  accommodation 
may  take  place,  on  terms  compatible  with  the  rights, 
intereft,  and  honour  of  our  nation.  Fully,  however, 
imprelTed  with  the  uncertainty  of  the  refult,  we  fhall 
prepare  to  meet  with  fortitude  any  unfavourable 
events  which  may  occur,  and  to  extricate  ourlelves 
from  the  confcqucnces  with  all  the  Ikill  we  poffefs, 
and  all  the  efforts  in  our  power.  Believing,  with 
you,  that  the  condu6l  of  the  Government  has  been 
jufr  and  impartial  to  foreign  nations,  that  the  laws 
for  the  prelervation  of  peace  had  been  proper,  and 
that  they  have  been  fairly  executed,  the  rcpretenta- 
tives  of  the  people  do  not  hciitate  to  declare,  that- 
they  will  give  their  moi\  cordial  iupport  to  the  exe- 

cutiori 


JULY,  1797.  ^P 

cutlon  of  principles  fo  deliberately  and  uprightly 
eftabjliflied.  * 

The  many  interefiing  fubje(51s  which  are  fo 
itrongly  enforced  by  this  momentous  occafion,  will 
receive  every  attention  which  their  importance  de- 
mands ;  and  we  trufl",  that  by  the  decided  and  ex- 
plicit condu61  which  will  govern  our  deliberations, 
every  inhnuation  will  be  repelled  which  is  derogar 
tory  to  the  honour  and  independence  of  our  country. 

Permit  us,  in  offering  this  addrefs,  to  exprefs  our 
*  fatisfacSlion  at  your  promotion  to  the  firft  office  in 
the  Government,  and  our  entire  confidence  that  the 
pre-eminent  talents  and  patriotifm  which  have  placed 
you  in  this  diitinguilhed  fituation,  will  enable  you 
to  difcharge  its  various  duties  with  fatisfadiion  to 
yourfelf,  and  advantage  to  our  common  country. 

The  anfwer  being  read,  Mr.  Evans  (from  Virgi- 
nia) moved,  that  initead  of''  will  be  felt  with  indig- 
"  natinn^^  fhould  be  inferted^  "  Vk'ill  be  felt  with 
"  fenfibillfy,"  as  a  milder  phrafe  ;  as  he  wiflied  to 
avoid  ufing  exprcffions  more  harfh  than  were  ne- 
ceflary  *. 

This 


*  Mr.  Evans's  amendment  has  much  more  of  the  nonfenlical  in 
it,  than  anything  I  remember  to  have  heard  of  for  fome  time. 
What  \%  fenjibility  f  It  h  feeling,  as  applied  to  the  mind  ;  fo  that 
the  amendment  in  plain  Englifli  fays,  that  the  infults  of  France  will 
be  felt  with  feeling  ;  which  is  very  much  in  the  ilyle  of  Ancient 
Piftol  :  "  he  hears  with  ears.'' 

But  the  nonfenfe  of  the  amendment,  grofs  as  it  is,  is  its  leaft 
fault.  It  is  pufillanimous,  whining,  and  calculated  to  difguile  the 
real  fentiments  of  the  people.  I  will  allow  the  gentleman  to  have 
meant,  that  the  infiiks  of  the  French  to  our  Minifttr  wou'd  b^ 
heatdofw'wh.fenjibllity  :  this  is  fenfe,  but  it  is  far  from  expreffing 
whar  ought  to  be  exprcfTed  on  the  prefent  occafion.  We  with 
propriety  lay,  that  we  hear-  with  fenfibility  of  the  diipleafure  of 
our  friends.  The  lover  receives  the  llighttft  favour  from  hi3 
miftrefs  with  a  great  deal  of  fenfibility  ;  but  what  fiiou  d  we 
think  of  a  fdiow  who  ihould  talk  thus  upon  receiving  a  flap  tt".  .a 
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This  amendment  brought  up  another  member 
from  Virginia,  who,  with  a  heart  not  Icfs  full  o^jenji- 
hil'ity^  begged  leave  to  fubftitutc  another  amendment 
in  room  of  that  propofed  by  his  colleague.  The 
amendment  the  latter  propofed  was  in  the  following 
words  : 

**  After  the  firfi  fc(ftion,  infert. 

Although  we  are  actuated  by  the  utmojft  folici- 
tude  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  with  the  French 
"  Republic,  and  with  all  the  world  ;  the  rejection 
"  of  our  Minilter,  and  the  manner  of  difmiiling  him 
"  from  the  territories  of  France,  have  excited  our 
"  'ucarmeji  Jcujih'illly  ;  and,  if  followed  by  fimilar 
*•  meafures,  and  a  refufal  of  all  negotiation  on  the 
"  fubjedl:  of  our  mutual  complaints,  will  put  an  end 
*"*  to  every  friendly  relation  between  the  two  coun- 
*^  tries  ;  but  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  the  Govern- 
**  raent  of  France  only  intended  to  fufpend  the  ordi- 
'^  nary  diplomatic  intercourfe,  and  to  bring  into  ope- 
'•'  ration  thole  extraordinary  agencies  which  are  in 
*'  common  ufe  between  nations,  and  which  are 
*•'  confined  in  their  intention  to  the  great  caufes  of 
*'  difference.  We  therefore  receive,  with  the  ut- 
nioft  fatisfadlion,  your  information,  that  a  frefh 
"  attempt  at  negotiation  will  be  inllituted;  and  we 
expcf-t  vv'ith  confidence,  that  a  mutual  fpirit  of 
conciliation,  and  a  difpolition  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  place  France  on  the  footing  of 
other  countries,  by  removing  the  unequalities 
which  may  have  arilen  in  the  operation  of  our  re- 
fpe61ive  treaties  with  them,  will  produce  an  ac- 
commodation compatible  with  the  engagements, 
rights,  duties,  and  honour  of  the  United  States. 
We  will   confider   the  feveral  fubje61s  which 
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the  cheek  ?  what  {hou'dwe  think  ofBacbe,  for  inftance,  if,  through, 
the  channel  of  his  Aurora,  he  were  to  tell  the  world,  that  Hum- 
phreys's fift  produced  in  his  mind  the  utmoft  reniibility  ? 

I  "  you 
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"  you  have  recommended  to  our  confideration, 
"  with  the  attention  which  their  importance  de- 
"  mands,  and  will  zealouily  co-operate  in  thofe  mea- 
*'  fures  which  fhall  appear  necefTary  foroui  own  fe- 
"  curity  or  peace. 

*'  Whatever  differences  of  opinion  may  have  ex- 
■*'  ifted  amongft  the  people  of  the  United  States 
upon  national  fnbje6ls,  we  cannot  believe  that  any 
ferioMS  expeciation  can  be -entertained  of  with- 
'^  drawing  the  fupport  of  the  people  from  their  con- 
"  fiitutional  agents;  and  we  thould  hope  that  the  re- 
V  colle6lion  of  the  miferies  which  fhe  herfelf  has 
**  fufFered  from  a  like  interference,  would  preve^^ 
any  fuch  attempt  by  the  Republic  of  France  ;  but 
we  explicitly  declare  for  ourfclves  and  our  con- 
"  ftituents,  that  fuch  an  attempt  would  meet  our 
**  higheft  indignation,  and  we  will  repel  every 
"  unjuft  demand  on  the  United  States  by  foreign 
*'  countries,  that  we  will  ever  conlider  the  humilia- 
*'  tion  of  the  Government  as  the  greatell  perfonal 
*'  dilgrace." 

~  After  fome  difcourfe  as  to  the  propriety  of  admit- 
ting this  amendment,  it  was  declared  admiffible  by 
the  Chairman,  and  was  accordingly  fubmitted  to  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  Nicholas  then  rofe  in  fupport  of  his  ivarmeji 
fenfibll'ity .  After  premifing  that  much  would  depend 
upon  the  anfiver  about  to  be  given,  he  faid,  that  the 
lituation  in  which  we  ftood  with  refpedt  to  France, 
called  for  the  moft  judicious  proceeding,  and  that  it 
was  his  wifh  to  heal  the  breach  by  temperate  mealures. 
He  expreflcd  \\\%  feeling  for  the  infult  offered  to  Mr. 
Pinckney,  which  was  heightened  by  the  dignity  he 
had  borne  it  with,  which  had  proved  him  a  proper 
chara6ler  for  the  embaffy.  He  was  forry  that  France 
had  refufed  to  receive  him,  but  did  not  think  it  right 
to  fufFer  \S\\%firft  impreffion  to  influence  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Houfe. 

K  3  Mr. 
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Mr  Nicliplas  next  proceedrd  to  remark  on  the 
rnagi)itiide  of  the  infult  receive. ],  whic  i  did  not 
appear  to  him  <b  great  as  Mr.  Pinekuey  feerned  to 
think  ii  ;  he  indited  that  the  Government  of  this 
country  had  done  all  in  its  power  to  accommodate 
th^  differences  with  France  ;  and  that,  though  an 
infult  had  been  offered  to  this  country,  which  could 
not  fail  to  producr  irritalion,  yet  that  irrita- 
tion fhould  Jiop  JJiort  of  ihe  point  where  it  would 
produce  ciclion^  as  he  was  certain  any  flcps  taken 
which  might  hazard  the  peace  of  the  countrjr, 
would  not  conduce  to  the  welfare  of  its  citizens. 

From  fentiraents  hke  thefe,  the  gentleman  made 
a  very  natural,  eafy,  and  graceful  tranfition  to  French 
influence,  of  which  he  fa  id  he  had  heard  frequent  in- 
sinuations, but  which  he  conlidered  fo  groundlefs  as 
to  be  only  worthy  of  contempt.  For  his  own  part, 
he  had  no  intercourfc  with  the  French,  but  of  the 
commoncji  kind.  He  wifhed  tholb  who  poffeffed 
prool's  of  improper  condudl  of  this  kind,  would  come 
forward  and  fhow  them — fhow  who  are  the  traitors 
of  whom  fo  much  is  fa  id.  He  vt'as  not  afraid  of  the 
impreffions  any  fuch  charges  brought  againft  him 
might  make  upon  his  con/iUuents^  or  where  he  was 
known  ;  indeed,  he  had  not  the  arrogance  to  behcve 
the  charge  was  leveih  d  againll  him^  though  he  be- 
lieved he  \v2iS  frequently  charged  with  a  too  great  at- 
tachment to  the  French  caufe. 

By  way  of  juftification  for  his  immoderate  zeal  in 
tlie  caufe  of  France,  the  eloquent  gentleman  went 
into  a  retrofpedtive  view  of  the  fit  nation  of  that 
republic,  when  he  firll  came  into  Congrefs,  and 
of  the  fentiments  of  "  this  part  of  the  country"  with 
refped^  to  her  fate.  He  reprefented  France  as  the 
party  attacked,  and,  with  etpial  accuracy,  talked 
-  ai^out  proofs  of  the  intention  of  England  to  de- 
clare war  againft  America,  if  France  had  been  van- 
quilhed. 

3  He 
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He  next  proceeded  to  the  detail  offentlments  re- 
fpeding  the  anti-republican  Ipirit  that  prevailed  in 
this  country,  foexadly  of  a  piece  with  thofe  contain 
ed  in  the  letter  to  Mazzei,  attributed  to  Mr.  Jefferlon, 
that  to  repeat  his  words  here  would  be  ulelefs.  It 
was,  he  faid,  to  counteradt  this  dilpolition,  that  he 
oppofed  a  contrary  zeal,  though  he  was  not  cont'cious 
of  being  over-zealous. 

From  this  digreflion  the  orator  returned  to  the 
fubjectl  before  the  Committee.  He  could  not  help 
taking  notice,  he  laid,  of  Ibme  circumftances  in  the 
Gorrelpondence  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  becaufe  he  believed 
they  would  be  made  ule  of  to  influence  the  public 
mind.  He  meant  the  alluhon  which  was  made  to 
the  flate  of  politics  in  this  country.  Betides  Mr, 
Pinckney's  own  opinion,  he  fpeaks  ot  a  late  emigrant 
returned  to  France,  who  defcribed  this  country  as  of 
no  greater  confecjuence  than  Geneva  or  Genoa.  At 
iirfl,  he  faid,  he  fuppoled  this  to  be  one  of  thole 
things  which  tended  the  fame  way  with  all  liie  refl ; 
but  he  believed  this  was  not  the  cafe  ;  he  knew  only 
of  one  emigrant  who  had  returned  to  France,  who 
was  of  conliderable  confequence.  That  emigrant, 
however,  was  not  the  aliociate  of  the  friends  of 
France  in  this  country,  but  of  thofe  v^ho  were  mod 
oppofed  to  it :  fo  that  whatever  opinion  he  might 
have  formed  of  this  country,  they  v^ere  not  gathered 
from  thefriends  of  the  French*. 

After  this,  Mr.  N.  took  another  flep  on  one  fide. 


*  Talleyrand  is  here  alhidcd  to  ;  and  it  muft  be  confefTed,  that 
Nicholas,  for  once,  fpoke  the  trutli.  Talleyrand  was  a  fpy  ;  hif5 
bufinefs,  therefore,  was  not  with  the  deinocrats,  who  had  nn  fe. 
crets  which  they  withheld  from  the  Direftory,  but  with  the  tcde- 
ralifts,  from  whom  much  valuable  information  might  be,  and  un- 
dpubtedly  was  extracted.  To  the  fliarat-  of  the  iederah.fts  be  it 
fpoken,  the  arch  apoftate  found  no  difii.ulty  in  obraining  acceis  to 
them.  He  vifited  all  the  moft  eminent  amonnft  them,  not  except- 
ing the  officers  of  Government,  and  the  Frefident ;  fo  that  Ni- 
cholas's reproach  was  extremely  jull. 

R  4  to 
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to  Ipcak  again  of  the  French  faction,  and  declared, 
that  if  there  ihould  be  a  majority  in  the  Houlc  deter- 
mined to  carry  a  certain  meafure,  though  it  Ihould 
invoWe  the  nation  in  war,  could  he,  becaufe  he  was 
called  a  French  patriot,  give  us  his  opinion  and  ioin 
in  the  vote  ?  He  could  not.  And  if,  by  gouig  into  a 
meafure  of  this  kind,  they  produce  divition,  they 
muft  not  charge  thofc  who  oppofed  their  meafures 
with  it.  Thole  who  produced  the  divifion  mull 
anfwcr  it  *. 

Mr.  JViJliam  Smith  followed  Nicholas,  and,  in  a  very 
long  and  very  able  fpeech,  defended  the  conduct  of 
the  American  Government,  proved  that  the  Britifh 
treaty  was  a  mere  pretext  on  the  part  of  France, 
and  concluded  by  a  brief  developcment  of  the  real 
views  of  the  French  Government,  and  their  faction. 

It  w^is  evident,  he  faid,  from  the  information  from 
France,    that  an    opinion   had    been   induirrioully 


*  Having  thus  given  a  fiimple  of  logic  worthy  of  the  genius  of 
the  great  Ralpho  himfelF,  the  gentleman  returned  once  more  to  the 
Anfiver^  which,  he  faid,  went  to  decide  the  queflion  oi peace  or  ivar 
lor  this  country.  He  thv)ught  it  calculated  to  produce  great  niil- 
chief,  and  no  poffible  good  ;  inlifted  that  it  would  tend  to  irritate; 
that  thieats  from  this  country  tow.irds  the  French  could  not  effedt 
the  objeft  in  view,  and  very  patrioticly  and  manfully  alked,  if  any 
gentleman  believed  we  were  able  to  meet  them  in  war  ?  if  not, 
fiid  he,  why  make  fuch  declarations  as  fhould  preclude  farther  ne- 
gotiation ?  We  are  condemning  the  French  Government  becaufe 
th^y  aJJ:  for  rerlrefs,  without  iiftening  to  negotiation  ;  yet  we  fay 
to  them,  \^'e  are  right,  you  have  no  caufe  to  complain;  all  the 
departments  of  our  government  adcd  right. 

After  difapproving  ot  the  Prefident's  aflcrtion,  that  our  Govern- 
ment  had  uniformly  a£lcd right,  and  thp.the  would  never  depart  from 
the  principles  .  6ted  upon,  he  proceeded  to  llate  the  danger  of 
fanftioning  fuch  a  declaration,  and  verv  conliltently  added,  that  he 
was  not  for  humiliating  meafures^  and  that  no  man  was  more  willing 
to  make  mean  and  i>}iproper  ccncefjions  thati  hlmfelf ! 

He  roi.cluded  b)  preffing  a  fair  and  full  examination  of  the  fub- 
jt£l  before -them,  in  order,  as  he  faid,  to  difcover  if  any  injury  or 
error  had  been  committed  on  our  part,  and  if  fuch  was  found  ta 
exift;,  he  lincerely  willieJ  it  to  be  corrcded. 

circulatedl 
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circulated  there,  that  the  government  and  people  of 
this  country  were  divided  ;  that  the  Executive  was 
corrupt,  and  did  not  purfue  the  interefts  of  the 
people ;  and  that  they  might,  by  perfeverance,  over- 
turn the  adminiftration,  and  introduce  a  new  order 
of  things.  Vv'as  not  luch  an  opinion  as  this,  he 
ailvcd,  calculated  to  induce  France  to  believe  that  fhe 
might  raak-c  her  own  terms  with  us  ?  It  was  well 
known  what  France  wifhed,  and  it  was  time  to  de- 
clare it  plainly  ;  his  opinion  was,  that  fhe  deligned 
to  ruin  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  through  us. 
This  was  evident.  They  talk  of  the  Britifh  treaty  ; 
but  they  fuffered  it  to  he  dormant  for  near  a  twelve- 
month, without  complaining  about  it.  Why  were 
they  lilent  till  within  a  few  weeks  before  the  election 
of  our  Prefident?  Why  did  they  commit  fnoliations 
upon  our  commerce  long  before  the  Brililh  treaty 
was  even  dreamt  of?  Indeed  their  firft  decree,  direct- 
ing fpoliations  of  our  property,  and  the  capture  of 
our  provition-fhips,  was  on  the  9th  of  May,  1 793,  a 
month  before  the  provilion  order  of  Great  Britain, 
which  was  dated  June  8,  1793  :  and  why  have  they, 
from  that  time  to  this,  been  committing  fpoliations 
on  our  commerce  ?  The  Britith  treaty  w^as  publifhed 
in  Paris,  an  Augutl,  1795:  a  year  after,  in  July, 
1796,  they  determine  "  to  treat  us  in  the  lame  way 
that  we  fufFer  other  nations  to  treat  us ;"  and  this 
decree  was  not  made  known  to  our  Government  till 
the  061ober  following,  a  few  weeks  before  the  elec- 
tion of  Prefident. 

But  this  was  not  all;  the  French  had  purfued 
iimilar  meafures  towards  all  the  other  neutral  pow- 
ers. Sweden,  in  confequence,  had  no  Minifler  in 
their  country,  and  was  on  the  eve  of  a  rupture.  'J'he 
intention  of  the  French  Government  evidently  was 
to  compel  all  the  neutral  powers  to  aid  her  in  de- 
jftroying  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  he 
trufled  this  country  had  more  fpirit  than  to  fuffer 

herfelf 
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herfelf  to  be  thus  forced  to  give  up  her  commerce 
"with  Great  Britain  :  he  trufted  it  would  ipurn  any 
fuch  idea. 

There  had  been  no  period,  flnce  the  revolution, 
which  had  fo  powerfully  called  on  Americans  for  that 
fortitude  and  wifdom  which  they  knew  fo  well  how- 
to  difplay  on  great  and  folemn  emergencies.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  offend  any  one  by  ftating  the 
cjueltion  in  too  lirong  terms  ;  but  he  was  pcrfuaded, 
that  when  the  preleiit  iituaiion  of  our  aiiairs  with 
relpec^  to  France,  was  well  underltood,  it  would  be 
found,  that  to  acquiefce  in  her  pretent  demands  was 
virtually  and  elTcntiallv  to  furrendcr  our  felf-jxovern- 
ment  and  iiKkpendence. 

The  Independence  of  a  nntion,  he  obferved,  might 
be  dcfi roved  by  various  modes.  AVhelhera  prepon- 
deratinii  influence  was  obtained  in  her  councils  by 
fedu6lion,  intrigue,  or  terror,  or  by  a  dircet  and 
open  invalion  of  her  territories,  and  confequcnt  ibb- 
jugation,  was  immaterial.  Indeed,  it  would  be  later 
for  us  if  a  foreign  power  were  at  once  to  attempt  our 
fubjugation  by  invaiion  ;  for  in  that  cale  there 
could  be  but  one  opinion  among  Americans,  about  a 
vigorous  reiitlancc*;  but  the  flow  approaches  to 
our  fubjcclion,  by  the  fubtle  artifices  of  intrigue  and 
fubjedtion,  were  ftldom  dilierned  by  the  conmiunity 
at  large,  until  their  peltilential  cffecis  had  taken  I'uch 
deep  root  as  to  be  with  difficulty  extirpated.  Was 
it  laying  too  much  to  affert,  that  dictating  to  our 
Government,  fomenting  an  infurreCtion  in  our 
bofom,    influencing  our  molt    important    election. 


*  It  was,  perhaps,  very  proper  in  Mr.  Smith  to  make  this  af- 
fertjnn  ;  it  was  one  ot  thole  pious  frauds  that  Itatefmen  are  allowed 
to  life  for  good  pnrpofc?  ;  iuit  tl.nt  {^€l  really  was  not  true.  I 
verily  believe  that  there  would  not  only  have  been  t-xo  opinions, 
but  that  each  opinion  would  have  had  a  great  number  of  advo- 
cates. 

demanding 
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demanding  a  violation  of  our  engagements,  the  re- 
peal of  our  laws^  the  annulling  the  decrees  of  ouu 
courts  of  juftice,  were  not  merely  interferences  with 
pur  Government,  but,  in  fa6l,  attempts  to  ufurp  it? 
The  complaints  of  France  refpetting  the  Britilli 
treaty,  were  the  pretext,  but  not  the  real  caufeof  her 
^ggreflions.  It  was  idle  to  wink  out  of  fight  the 
real  caufes ;  fhe  wiflied  (as  he  had  before  itated)  to 
deftroy  the  commerce  of  England,  and  the  United 
States  were  to  be  the  inltruraent  of  accomplifhing  it. 
The  United  States  were  to  be  coerced  into  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  would  effett  this  great  fcheme.  The  fame 
policy  was  purfued  towards  the  Hanfe  Towns  and 
Denmark.  Had  they  made  a  Brililh  treaty  ?  Were 
they  antwerable  for  the  fins  of  ours  ?  The  review  he 
had  taken  of  the  ground  of  controverfy  as  to  our 
treaty  with  England,  mnft  have  removed  every  im- 
prelTion  unfavourable  to  our  Government,  and 
evinced  the  uncealing  efforts  of  France  to  acquire 
an  improper  afcendency  over  our  councils,  and 
direcTt  th(nii  to  the  purpolcs  of  her  aggrandizement. 
Mr.  Smith  .concluded  with  requctling  the  Com- 
mittee ferioufly  to  ponder  on  the  confequence  of 
ag.eeing  to  the  amendment.  It  fpoke  the  fame 
feeble  Ian2:ua2:e  as  the  addrefs  of  the  lalt  fcllion, 
the  fame  timid  relufVance  to  exprefs  our  fcnfe  of 
injury,  the  fame  reliance  on  the  negotiation  alone; 
if  this  was  all  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
propofed  domg  at  this  extraordmary  I'efTion.  tlie  call- 
ing of  Congrels  would  prove  the  moft  humiliating, 
the  moft  calamitous  meafiire  that  had  ever  been 
adopted.  Better  indeed  had  the  members  remained 
at  their  homes,  and  there,  in  fecret  lilence,  mourned 
pver  the  difhonour  of  their  country,  and  fmothercd 
their  refentments,  than  to  be  collcdcd  in  a  mafs 
from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  to  be  thus  publicly  ex- 
hibited as  fellow-witneffes  of  their  own  ihame  and 
|he  indignities  offered  their  country,    without  the 

power^ 
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power,  or  even  the  courage,  to  refent  them.  But  he 
could  not  believe  it  pofiible  that  the  Committee 
would  purfue  a  courfe  fo  pregnant  with  humiliation  ; 
and  he  confidently  pertuaded  himfelf  that  as  his 
country  had  always  difplayed  her  juftice,  fo  would 
all  parts  of  the  Houfe  unite  on  this  occafion  to  con- 
vince the  world  that  her  fortitude  and  iirmnefs  were 
equal  to  her  juftice. 


This  debate  on  the  anfwer  to  the  Ipeech,  Hiocking 
as  it  may  appear,  lafted  during  eleven  days,  and  was 
finally  clofed  on  the  ift  of  June.  To  infert  fuch  a 
debate  as  this  at  length  is  impoffible,  and,  if  it  were 
pofiible,  it  vi'ould  be  very  far  from  adding  to  the  va- 
jue  of  this  work.  Some  of  the  fpeeches  indeed,  thofe, 
for  infl^nce,  of  Meflrs.  William  Smith,  Bayard,  Otis, 
and  fome  others,  would  do  honour  to  any  felection  ; 
but  they  contain,  generally  fpeaking,  nothing  more 
than  what  had  been  before  faid  in  the  debates  re- 
fpecHng  the.  Bril[Pi  treaty,  which  was  fiill  the  bur- 
den of  French  complaint^  and  of  oppolition  fophillry, 
jnifreprefentation,  and  clamour. 

I  fhall  not,  therefore,  lead  the  reader  through  vo- 
lumes of  repetition  daily  doled  out  in  the  Houfe  ; 
but  fhall  bring  before  him  fuch  parts  only  of  the  de- 
bate as  will  enable  him  to  form  a  corrccTt  idea  of  the 
conduct  and  the  views  of  the  contending  parties.  If 
he  has  not  been  accuftomed  to  read  the  debates  of 
Congrefs,  he  will  be  furpriied  at  the  variety  of  fub- 
jecls  dragged  into  this  debate  ;  but  if  he  has,  he  will 
look  upon  the  incongruous  jumble  as  a  matter  of 
courfe. 


Llvhigjion,  Rcprefentativc  of  New-York,  fpoke 
three  hours.  He  did  not  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  rea- 
tbn  or  the  pafhons,  but  to  \hc  patience  of  his  hearers, 
which  he  at  lalt  completely  overcame.  This  young 
gentleman  feems  to  be  a  kind  of  pbarifee  in  politics, 

and 
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and  to  believe  that  patriotlfm  conlifls  in  much  Ipeak- 
iiig.  When  the  merits  of  an  orator  are  to  be  mea- 
fnrcd  by  the  page  or  the  coUimn,  I  do  not  befitate  to 
affirm  that  Mr.  Livlngllon  will  be  counted  the  Ci- 
cero of  his  day. 

His  fpcech  was  an  inflated  repetition  of  the  argu- 
ments of  Mr.  Nicholas.  He  introduced  a  number  of 
long  quotations  as  applicable  to  the  fubjedl  as  an  ex- 
tract from  the  life  and  adventures  of  Robinlbn  Cru- 
foe  would  have  been.  He  muft,  however,  be  al- 
lowed the  merit  of  having  introduced  one  topic  which 
others  had  but  flightly  touched  upon ;  I  mean  the 
zmprejfinent  of  American  feamen  hy  the  Br'it'iJJi.  If  any 
one  wants  to  know  how  this  could  poffibly  be  dragged 
into  the  debate,  he  muft  aik  the  honourable  member 
himfelf ;  for  I  imagine  that  it  would  be  impoflible  for 
any  one  elfe  to  guefs  at  it  even. 

He  aflerted  (and  the  affertion  is  a  very  good  crite- 
rion of  his  candour  and  veracity)  that  thoiifands  of 
American  feamen  had  been  impreiled  by  the  Britifh, 
He  was  contradidlcd  by  Mr,  Harper,  who  replied  to 
feveral  of  his  miitatements  in  a  very  fpirited  manner  ; 
and,  with  refpe61:  to  the  impreired  feamen,  obferved, 
that,  in  contradiction  to  this,  he  could  produce  very 
good  authority  ;  being  no  lefs  than  that  of  the  gentle- 
man himfelf.  He  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  to  report  on  tiie  fubject  ;  and,  after  an 
inqiiky  of  feveral  months^  the  rcfult  flood  thus  : 
American  feamen  impreiled,  42 

Natives  of  Britain,  12 

Foreigners,  26 

Country  unknown,  17 

Total  "97 
This  he  thought  a  fufficient  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man's ftatement  *.  Mr. 

*  It  IS  not  improper  to  obferve  here,  that  we  have  an  account 
(fent  by  th>;  cap.ains  of  feveral  veflels)  of  upwards  ot  nine  hunilred 

American 
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M?-.  Hatper  followed  next,  and,  in  a  lon^r,  elo- 
quent, and  animated  Ipccch,  expofcd  all  llic  prtjjed:s 
of  Franre  and  her  partifans.  It  is  inipoliible  to  give 
an  abridgment  ot'  this  Ipeech. 

Giles  canne  next.  He  fct  out  with  reprobating  tlie 
praeiice  of  the  Houfe's  anlvvcring  the  Prehdent's 
Ipecch  ;  or,  at  leafr,  he  wifhed  the  Committee  of 
rules  and  orders  to  be  dirc^Ud  to  make  one  Jiand^ 
ing  anf-ji;er\h\i  would  Itand  regularly  for  all  fpeeehes  ! 
This  prop(  li  ion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  puts 
me  in  mind  of  a  practice  that  has  been  long  in  ufe  on 
negro  plantations  :  they  have,  Sir,  a  ready-made  cojfin, 
into  which  every  unhappy  flave  is  put  as  foon  as  the 
breath  is  out  of  his  body.  He  is  then  earried  and 
tolled  into  a  hole,  and  i\\c  Jiand'mg  coffin  that  is  to 
Hand  regularly  for  all  corpl'es,  is  returned  baek  to  its 
place  till  death  calls  it  forth  into  ufe.  This  utenlil 
of  degraded  mortality  alternately  contains  the  victims 
of  the  plcurily,  the  fever,  hunger,  and  the  lalh  :  it 
is  the  vehicle  of  the  old  and  the  young,  of  the  long 


American  feamen  being  thrown  into  the  French  and  Spanifli  pri- 
lons.  Two  hundred  and  feven  have  actually  been  exchanged  ivlth 
the  Brhljl}  z^  prifoneis  of  iv^iv .'  And  yet  Mr.  Livingfton  has  the 
boldnefs  to  iay,  that  the  imprciTment  of  American  feamen  is  an 
aqgrelfion  peculiar  to  England  1  Some  of  our  feamen  the  French 
have  whipped,  others  thev  have  manacled,  and  there  is  every  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that,  ere  now,  fome  of  them,  lent  from  Porto  Rico  to 
the  Cape,  have  been  hanged,  only  for  defending  themfelves  in  a 
mod  lieroic  manner  againlt  three  times  tlieir  ftrength.  Mr.  L.  is 
very  willing  to  put  u[)  with  all  this,  1  know  ;  but  1  can  atTure  him 
that  the  people  of  this  country  are  not.  He  may  revive  the  Britifh 
depredations  as  often  as  he  pleafes  by  way  of  a  counterpoife  with 
thole  of  France  ;  but  every  one  knows  that  Great  Britain  has  re- 
leafed  from  French  gaols  (in  exchange  for  French  priioners  of  war) 
tilove  three  times  the  number  of  Americans  that  Jhe  ez'er  impreJ/eJ; 
and  th;.t,  inftead  of  carrying  on  a  piratical  war  againft  our  com- 
merce, ihe  convoys  our  fliips  to  protecft  them  againft  our  a/Iie't 
whom,  with  all  due  fubmiffion,  I  prefume,  we  may  now  begin  to 
call  the  common  oicmy, 

and 
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and  the  fhort,  of  the  thick  and  the  thin,  of  the  fat  and 
the  lean.  To  he  of  fuch  general  and  conftant  ntiUty, 
its  dimenfions  are  obliged  to  be  fuited  to  the  largeft 
potTible  ftature,  and,  of  courle,  it  does  not  fit  once 
out  of  a  thoufand  times.  So,  I  am  afraid,  it  would 
be  with  any  tlanding  anfwer  to  the  Ipceehes  of  the 
Prefulent  that  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  could 
poffibly  frame. 

Had  the  gentleman  propofed  to  frame  ftanding 
fpeeches  arid  replies  for  every  luhje(it  that  comes  be- 
fore the  Houie,  the  propolition  ihould  have  had 
my  moft  hearty  atlent.  Ihe  wifdom  of  the  rulers 
would  then,  Itruil,  protecl  us  from  fpeeches  of  three 
hours  long,  from  quibbling  more  offenfive  than  the 
chatter  of  the  roguilh  jackdaw,  and  from  repetition 
more  irkfome  than  the  monotonous  long  of  the 
cuckoo. 

Mr.  Giles  tliought  proper  (for  what  reafon  he  heft 
can  tell)  to  preface  his  obfervations  by  an  attempt  to 
prove  that  there  is  not,  nor  ever  was,  a  French  fac- 
tion in  this  country.  He  went  back  fo  far  as  the 
time  of  Genet,  and  infilled  that  he  v/as  univerialiy 
reprobated.  If  Mr.  Giles  had  faid,  that  Genet  was 
reprobated  by  every  honeft:  man  and  friend  to  the 
Government,  he  would  have  been  nearly  right ;  but 
he  mult  have  a  very  poor  opinion  of  the  memory  of 
his  hearers,  to  pretend  that  Genet  had  no  party  to 
jultify  his  conduit.  As  long  as  the  name  of  Dallas 
fhall  be  remembered  (vv^hich  may  be  indeed  but  a 
little  w  bile,  unlefs  he  changes  lides),  fo  long  will  it 
be  recolleeted  that  Genet  did  not  want  a  friend. 

But  I  will  not  confine  mylelf  to  a  folitary  in  fiance. 
Several  of  the  daily  papers,  Bache's  in  particular, 
openly  defended  the  condu6l  of  Genet,  and  as  openly 
reprobated  that  of  the  Federal  Government.  Genet's 
great  offence  was  committed  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
fummer  of  1793,  and  on  the  6th  February,  1794, 
*•  the   tras   republican,    the  mjurt'd  patriot,  Citizen 
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Genet,"  was  toafied  by  very  liUmerous  companies 
in  alraoft  every  feaport  tovvii  ;'roin  N  Ilampfliire  to 
Georgia.  At  many  of  ihele  republican  teltivals,  mi- 
litary companies  allitled,  cannons  were  fired  ;  and 
at  Philadelphia  tlie  Governor  of  Pennfylvania  him- 
felf  v'iis  one  of  the  convives.  Thefe,  Mr.  Giles,  are 
no  proofs  of  univerfal  reprobation.  I  know  well  that 
his  partil'ans  dropped  otf  from  him  when  they  found 
him  recalled,  and  when  tliey  found  the  current  of 
public  opinion  turning  ngainft  him;  but  this  proves 
the  bafenefs  of  the  French  fa61ion,  without  going  a 
iiep  towards  difproving  its  exiftence. 

In  tracing  down  the  hifiory  of  this  no-exifting 
faction  (ns  he  wifhcd  it  to  be  believed),  it  was  fomc- 
thing  odd  (hat  he  fliould  entirely  overlook  Fauchet 
and  his  flour-merchants  ;  "  the  very  peaceable  re- 
union in  Braddock's  field,"  and  the  "  few  thoufand's 
of  dollars^  with  vvliich  France  "  could  have  dcter- 
tnined  g?i  a  civil  war  or  peace*' — all  this  Mr,  Giles 
quite  forgot ;  and  he  fcems  to  have  forgotten  Citizen 
Blunderbufs's  interference  in  the  elediion,  and  the  fac- 
tion, or  rather  gang,  by  which  he  was  fupporied. 
The  gentleman  is  young,  and  young  men  are  not 
apt  to  be  fo  forgetful.  Conlcious  of  his  own  purit)% 
J  fuppofe  he  cannot  bring  himfelf  to  believe  others 
corrupted.  Taken  up  with  the  innocent  labours  of 
tlie  field,  on  which  he  *'  depends  for  fubfifience^'  he 
can  hardly  conceive  that  there  is  any  fuch  thing  as 
treachery  in  the  world. 

Ilov^evcr,  though  Mr.  Giles's  injiocence,  or  fome- 
thing  elfe,  may  prevent  him  from  believing  in  tlie 
cxifience  of  this  traitorotis  fa61ion,  the  people  at 
large  not  only  believe  in  its  exiflencc,  but  plainly 
perceive  its  manoeuvres  and  its  objecl :  and,  I  will 
add,  whether  it  pleate  Mr.  Giles  or  not,  that  they 
are  refolved  to  defeat  it. 

The  French  fad  ion  are  now  endeavouring  by  all 
means  in  the  world  to  pcrfuadc  the  people  that  there 
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IS  no  Tucli  thing ;  juft  as  Fox  and  his  crew  wiflied 
to  perfuade  the  people  of  England  tb.at  there  were  no 
plots  againft  the  Government,  at  the  very  moment 
that  the  democrats  were  Ihootui.q:  at  the  Kins:. 

The  gentleman  obferved  that  he  depended  on  his 
farm  for  his  fidfifience  ;  that  wheat  was  fallen,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  BritilTi  treaty,  from  fourteen  to  fevcn 
fliillings  a  butliel;  and  that  he  was  afraid  of  a  war 
with  France,  becaufe  its  confequences  would  be  a 
clofer  connexion  wilh  Great  Britain. 

I  was  never  more  furprifed  than  when  I  heard  that 
Mr.  Giles  depended  upon  his  farm  for  fubliftence, 
having  always  underftood  that  he  was  a  lawyer;  and 
knowing  befides,  that  he  received  about  a  thoufand 
dollars  annually  for  his  attendance  in  Congrefs. 

That  wheat  has  fallen  from  fourteen  to  feven  fhil- 
lings  a  bufhel  is  more  than  I  know ;  but,  if  it  be 
really  {o,  how,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  quibbling, 
can  it  be  attributed  to  the  Britifh  treaty  ?  One  caufe 
of  the  fall  of  grain  is,  the  return  of  plenty  in  Europe. 
^  At  the  time  the  treaty  agitated  the  Union  there  was  a 
famine,  or  nearly  fo,  in  feveral  of  the  countries  of 
Europe ;  that  is  no  longer  the  cafe ;  the  markets 
there  as  well  as  here  have  fallen  one  half.  The  other 
caufe  of  the  fall  of  produce  is,  the  depredations  of 
the  French.  I  know  Mr.  G.  will  fay  (as  indeed  he 
did  fay)  that  thefe  depredations  originated  in  confc- 
quence  of  the  Britifh  treaty,  which  may  be  true  ;  but 
to  bring  this  forward  as  a  proof  of  the  iniuftice  or  im- 
policy of  that  treaty,  certainly  required  more  brafs 
than  I  thought  any  American  was  blefTed  with. 
Suppofe  any  impudent  fcoundrel  were  to  meet  Mr. 
G.  in  the  ftreet,  and  knock  him  down  for  having  made 
a  fpeech  three  hours  long  ;  would  not  Mr.  G.  think 
it  very  ftrange  if  he  were  told  it  was  his  own  fault; 
that  he  iTiould  not  have  made  the  fpeech,  and  all 
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would  have  been  well  with  bim  ?  "  Look,  Sir," 
faid  a  foldier  to  his  Captain,  **  the  drill  fergeant  has 
broken  my  head  becaufe  I  fquinted." — '*  It  is  your 
own  fault,  my  lad,"  replied  the  Captain,  "  you  fliould 
not  Iquint."  Such  exadlly  is  the  logic  of  Citizen 
Giles. 

Belides,  as  to  the  fall  of  wheat  and  flour,  whatever 
it  may  be  with  Mr,  Giles,  who  depends  on  his  farm 
for  fubliltence,  I  can  aflure  him  it  is  no  calamity  to 
the  people  in  general ;  and  that  he  could  not  have 
made  a  more  unfortunate  obje6tion  to  the  treaty. 
Citizens,  you  know  that  you  long  complained  of  the 
dearnefs  of  bread,  at  the  fame  time  that  you  execrated 
the  Britifli  treaty.  You  muit  all  remember  this. 
Well,  now  take  notice  :  your  adorer  Mr.  Giles,  a 
jnembcr  of  Congrefs,  now  complains  of  this  very 
treaty,  becaufe  ii  has  made  bread  cheap  !  ! 

As  to  a  clofer  cojinexlon  with  Britain,  the  firfl  con- 
fequence  of  a  war  with  France,  I  mufl  confefs  Mr. 
Giles  was  perfectly  right.  Such  a  connexion  would 
be  inevitable;  will  be  dictated  by  policy,  by  na- 
ture, and  by  necefiity  ;  and,  whatever  Mr.  Giles  may 
think,  it  is  moU  iincerely  wifhed  for  by  a  vail  ma- 
jority of  the  people,  even  of  thofe  whofe  voice  he 
declared  he  adored. 

Mr.  Colt  faid,  he  thought  that  part  of  the  fifth  pa- 
ragraph vvlilch  related  to  the  Executive  Directory 
would  be  lets  exceptionable,  and  equally  convey 
their  difapprobation  of  fuch  fentlments  if  it  were  ex- 
preffed  more  generally,  and  without  any  allulion 
to  M.  Barras.  Lie  propofed,  therefore,  to  flrike 
out  from  "at''  in  the  fourth  line  of  the  fifth  pa- 
ragraph, to  "  Uniied  States"  in  the  leventh 
line,  and  to  Infert  ''  any  fenthnents  tending  to  de- 
"  rogate  from  that  confidence ;  fuch  fentiments, 
<<  wherever  z\\\Qx\3Ai\<i6.y  lerve  to  evince  an  imperfect 
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*''  knowledge  of  the  real  opinion  of  our  cohllitu- 
*'•  ents  *." 

Mr.  Giles  fcconded  the  motion  ;  but  wiHied  it  to 
extend  farther,  as  he  did  not  know  what  was  meant 
by  the  cxpreilion  "  to  leparate  them  from  them- 
"  felves." 

Mr.  JV.  Smith  objecled  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Coimedticut  (Mr.  Coit),  becaufe  it 
was  hypothetical.  He  widied,  as  the  faA  was 
clearly  ellablifhed,  to  have  a  diredl  reference  to  the 
fpeech  of  Barras  in  their  iiidignation  of  the  lenti- 
ments.  As  the  matter  had  appeared  of  futficient  im- 
portance to  find  a  place  in  the  Prelident's  fpeech,  he 
thou2;ht  it  was  alio  worthy  of  their  notice.  He  in- 
fitted  upon  its  being  an  attempt  to  divide  the  people 
of  this  country  from  their  Government,  by  fpeaking 
infultingly  of  the  latter,  and  flattering  the  former. 
He  did  not  exacStly  know  what  was  meant  by  the 
*'  fuggeftion  of  the  former  tyrants,"  but  he  tuppofed 
it  meant  bribery,  and  that  by  "  perfidious  people,'* 
General  Wafhington  was  included. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  in  favour  of  the  amendment. 
He  denied  that  the  fuggeftion  could  mean  bribery,  of 
that  infidious  perfons  could  include  General  JVapiing- 
toH.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  thus  make 
it  his  bufinefs  to  hunt  up  for  infults.  As  to  the  ex- 
preffions  of  Government  and  People,  they  were  cer- 
tainly one,  and  could  not  be  divided.  The  Ameri- 
can Government  was  the  people  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  if  the  remainder  of  this  otFenfive  addrefs  was  at- 
tended to,  it  would  be  feen  that  the   French  Go- 

*  The  reader  will  perceive  that  this  was  a  moft  bafe  trick  of  Gj/V, 
to  avoid  all  offence  to  the  infernal  defpots.  "  The  fentiments  ex' 
"  P^^JF'^^  h  ^^e  French  Dire^ory,"  was  thus  changed  for  "  any  fenti- 
*'  ments,  ivherever  entertained  1" — The  poor  fallen  creatures  were 
atraid,  not  only  to  rcfent  the  infult,  but  even  to  poiut  out  the  power, 
by  whom  they  had  been  infulted. 
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verninent  and  the  French  people  were  ufcd  as  fvno- 
iiiinous  terms.     HcalloucJ  that  Ipeech  alluded  to 
was  one  of  the  moll:  foolilh  things  he  had  ever  leen, 
but  he  could  tind  no  Icriouseau^b  of  offence  in  it. 

Mr.  IV.  Smith  laid,  that  by  the  Government  the 
Executive  only  was  meant.  He  was  convinced  o£ 
this  from  the  manner  in  which  he  had  leen  the  word 
nfed  in  the  French  Government  paper,  intitled  the 
Redacleur. 

Mr,  Coit  believed  that  whatever  M.  Barras  had  laid, 
it  was  not  worth  their  attention.  We  might  defy 
France  or  Frenchmen  to  fay  worfe  of  us  than  they 
faid  of  themfelves.  He  did  not  himlllf  know  how 
far  the  fpeech  of  Barras  was  an  a6t  of  Government : 
for,  faid  he,  when  we  diieelcd  our  Speaker  to  repre- 
hend Randal  and  Whitney,  the  words  he  ufcd  upon 
the  occalion  were  not  an  a6t  of  the  Houfe.  On  ano- 
ther occafion  when  the  lloufe  were  about  to  re- 
ceive the  French  tlag,  they  could  not  call  what  was 
laid  by  the  Speaker  on  that  occalion,  an  adt  of  the 
Houfe. 

Mr,  JJVlJt.inis  faid,  if  Mr.  Pinckney's  letter  was  an 
authentic  paper,  the  fpeech  of  Barras  was  likewife  (o  ; 
and  if  lb,  it  was  doubtlcfs  an  indignity  on  Govern- 
ment, He  did  not  think  with  the  gentleman  from 
Maffachufetts  (Mr.  Freeman)  that  it  vva«  "  childifli 
ijafconade."  He  believed  it  was  intended  as  an  inhilt 
on  the  Government  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Gordon  faid  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
authenticity  of  Barras's  fpeech,  lince  it  Hood  upon 
the  fame  ground  as  the  relt  of  t!ie  documents.  It  was 
a  rlagrant  inlult  upon  Government,  in  his  opinion, 
and  warranted  all  that  b.r.d  been  laid  upon  it,  as  it 
was  doubilefs  an  attempt  to  feparate  the  people  from 
the  Government. 

Mr,  Thatcher  laid  the  queiiion  was,  whether  or 
nut  any  notice  iliould  be  taken  of  the  intuiting  fpeech 
©f  .Barras.     When,  laid  he,  the  French   flag  was 
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prefented  to  this  Houfe,  we  were  told,  we  were  not  to 
ilop  to  realbn,  but  to  exprels  forthwith  our  fecHngs 
of  affection  ;  but  now,  when  the  moft  unexampled 
infult  is  offered  to  us,  fuch  as  one  man  would  not 
receive  from  another,  we  are  not  to  notice  it  at  all,  lell 
it  fhould  offend  the  French  Republic.  He  knew  of 
only  one  reafon  for  paffing  it  over  in  lilencc,  and 
that,  it  was  true,  had  fome  weight  with  him.  That 
Barras  fpoke  as  the  organ  of  the  French  nation  there 
could  be  no  doubt ;  but  he  had  his  doubts  ivhether 
he  knew  hhnfelf  what  he  fold.  The  fpecch  had  ftrong 
marks  of  inebriation,  and  he  believed  that,  when  he 
delivered  it,  he  was  either  dnuik  or  mad* 

After  a  pretty  long  debate,  the  queflion  was  put 
on  this  bate  amendment  of  Co/V's,  and,  difgraeeful 
to  relate  !  there  appeared  49  for  it  and  49  againft 
it,  when  the  Chairman,  Dent  (as  complete  a  Janus 
as  Dayton)  declared  it  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

One  would  have  thought,  that  the  anfwer  v/as 
now  tame  enough  ;  but  lb  thought  not  Mr.  Dayton 
(tlie  Speaker),  who  moved  to  ftrike  out  the  words, 
<«  We  are  happy  to  learn  that  frefh  attempts  at 
'*  negotiation  will  be  commenced  :  nor  can  we  too 
ftrongly  exprefs  our  lincere  deli  re  that  an  ac- 
commodation may  take  place,  on  terms  com- 
patible with  the  rights,  interetf,  and  honour  of 
*'  our  nation." — This  tone  was  not  fufficiently  hum- 
ble for  Mr.  Dayton,  and  he  therefore  propofcd  aii 
amendment  in  the  following  words: — "  We  there- 
"  fore  receive,  with  the  utmoft  fatisfa6lion,  your 
*'  information  that  a  frefh  attempt  at  negotiation 
*'  will  be  inftituted,  and  we  cherilh  the  hope  that 
a  mutual  fpirit  of  conciliation,  and  a  difpofition 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  place  France 
on  grounds  as  favonrahle  as  other  countries  in  hcL* 
**  relation  and  connexion  with  us,  will  produce  an 
'^  accommodation  compatible  with  the  engage- 
"  meaits,  rights,  and  honour  of  our  nation." 
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Mf\  JV.  Smith  thouaht  this  amendment  the  fame 
in  fiibflance  as  that  which  had  been  negatived,  and  . 
if  ib,  it  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Nicholjs  iliid,  the  gentleman  might  fatisfy 
himfelfit  was  not  the  fame  with  his,  as  it  would 
not  give  occalion  to  all  the  petty  obje6^ions  he  had 
brought  againft  it. 

Mr.  Dayiou  hoped  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  would  take  a  more  manly  ground  of  op- 
polition  to  his  amendment  than  the  one  he  had  fug- 
gefttd.  The  amendn^ent  was  not  the  faine  as  the 
one  rejected;  it  was  not  introduced  in  the  fame 
part  of  the  addrcfs,  nor  would  it  require  to  be  re- 
committed to  be  inferted.  He  would  alfo  find  that 
fome  gentlemen  wordd  vote  for  this,  who  put  their 
negative  upon  the  other;  if  this  would  not  fatisfy 
the  jrentleman,  he  believed  the  Chairman  would. 

The  Chairman  declared  the  motion  m  order. 

Mr.  Thatcher  called  upon  the  mover  to  flate  in 
uhat  this  motion  differed  from  that  which  was  re- 
jc6led. 

Mr.  Dayton  fald.  that  this  motion  contained  a 
principle  not  found  in  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
viz.  to  place  France  in  as  favourable  a  lituation  as. 
other  countries,  hoping  that  this  will  be  the  means 
of  accommodation.  He  wifhed  this  fentiment  in- 
ferted in  the  letters  of  credence  of  theenvo}is;  yet 
}ie  wiflied  he  might  not  he  charged  with  flanding 
on  forbidden  ground.  If  this  fentiment  were  not 
inferted  in  the  addrefs,  he  fhould  look  upon  it  with 
perfedl  indifference.  He  would  have  propofed  this, 
amendment,  if  he  had  not  met  with  a  fecond.  He 
was  dclirous  of  prefer ving  peace  with  the  French 
Republic  upon  any  terms  fhort  of  the  lot's  of  our 
independence.  The  gentleman  from  Maffachufctts 
vvould  fee  the  difference  betwixt  the  two  motions. 

Mr.  IV  iSwi/Zifpoke  at  confiderable  length  againfl 
this  amendment,     lie  fald  nobody  would  objed  to, 

putting 
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putting  France  upon  as  good  a  footing  as  Great 
Britain,  if  fhe  was  not  fo ;  but  he  believed  fhe 
was  now  in  a  better  lituation,  and  that,  therefore, 
fhe  would  not  confent  to  be  placed  on  the  fame 
footing  with  Great  Britain.  He  objecled  to  it  alfo, 
becaufe  it  held  out  an  idea  that  reconciliation  could 
only  be  had  through  the  Houftr,  and  becaufe  it 
would  be  an  interference  with  the  Executive.  He 
dwelt  upon  each  of  thefe  objections  at  coniiderable 
length;  and  upon  his  faying  that  it  was  poffible,  if 
the  Executive  fliould  think  it  right  not  to  comply 
with  the  direction  of  the  Houfe,  it  might  be  made 
the  ground  of  impeachment,  Mr.  Dayton  inter- 
rupted him,  by  inlitling  upon  it,  that  no  fuch  con- 
flru6tion  could  be  put  upon  his  amendment.  Mr. 
S.  begged  to  differ  in  opinion,  and  continued  his 
objections. 

Mr.  Swanwlck  took  a  view  of  the  advantages  which 
France  was  faid  to  enjoy  over  other  countries  with 
refpecl  to  bringing  prizes  into  our  ports,  and  faid 
that  they  no  longer  exifted.     He  took  notice  of  a 
faCh  related  by  Mr.  W.  Smith,  refpeding  a  French 
prize  being  brought  into  Charlefton,  and  denied  that 
there  was  any  favour  done  to  the  French  in  the  bu- 
linefs,  but  the  contrary.     France,  he  faid,  fufFered 
material  injury  from  the  Britifli  treaty,  and  there 
needed  to  be  no  apprehenfion  of  their  refuting  to  be 
put  on  the  fame  ground  with  other  nations.     He 
reprobated  the  idea  of  being  denied  the  privilege  of 
giving  an  opinion  to  the  Executive,  and  faid  there 
was  no  expreffion  in  the  anfwer  which  echoed  to  that 
in  the  fpeech,  vvith  refpeel  to  a  willingnefs  to  retraCt 
error,  which  the  Senate  had  carefully  reverberated. 
If  gentlemen  were  fincere  in  their  wifhes  for  peace 
with  France,  he  could  not  fee  how  they  could  object 
to  the  amendment.     Why  fay  peace  ought  not  to  be 
made,  except  redrefs  was  received  for  fpoliations?  He 
had  himfilf  fuffered  very  materially  in  this  reipedt,  as 

L  4  well 
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well  as  many  of  his  con/Iituenls,  and  he  felt,  of 
coin-re,  as  ardent  a  wifh  that  they  fhould  be  paid 
for  as  'Other  gentlemen  ;  but  he  did  not  think  it 
uould  be  good  policy  to  go  to  war,  if  fatisfa6lion 
was  refilled.  This  would  be  probably  to  rifk  the 
lofs  of  a  pound  for  the  fake  of  gaining  a  penny. 
Befldes,  it  might  be,  that  when  thefe  claims  came 
to  be  fettled,  France  (like  Britain  with  retpe6t  to 
Virginia  debts)  might  bring  charges  againfl  us,  and 
fo  fettle  the  account.  He  was  willing  to  leave  that 
bufinels  to  be  fettled  by  the  Executive  *. 

Mr.  Dayton  had  till  now  been  of  opinion,  that, 
however  members  differed  about  the  mode  of  doinsc 
it,  there  were  none  who  did  not  wifli  to  place 
France  upon  the  fame  footing  with  other  nations 
in  refpect  to  treaties.  He  thought  the  difpute  had 
been  about  words,  not  about  fubitance.  He  hoped, 
in  the  remarks  he  lliould  make,  he  fhould  be  ex- 
culed  from  arraigning  the  French  Republic  like  a 
criminal  at  their  bar,  not  only  with  crimes  com- 
mitted againff  the  interefts  of  the  United  States, 
but  alfo  with  thofe  fiiid  to  be  committed  againft  the 
different  nations  of  Europe,  with  whofe  political 
connexion  we  have  nothing  to  do,  and  for  which 
they  would  not  certainly  thank  us;  to  fay  to  them. 
You  have  enflaved  this  country,  and  deceived  into 
vaflalage  another,  were  not  very  ple^fant  aifcrtions; 
a' id  this  to  be  faid  alio  oi Jovere'ign  nations  as  hide- 

■■^'    ^      ■      '  11  HIMW^— ^— ^^>^P»  ■  ■  ■■■■■■■■.       »     -    ■■■  ...       -  I  ■  ■       ^..         ■■■,  ■■■■■I,     -      .       -       -.         „. 

*  To  look  at  this  man,  and  to  have  one's  mind  filled  with  that 
aflbciation  oi  ideas  that  the  fight  of  him  inevitably  produces,  what 
mull  a  man  of  honoui  and  honefty  feel  at  hearing  himfelf  called 
his  conjlitucnl  ? 

The  idea  that  France  might  have  claims  on  this  country  fimilar 
to  the  Virginia  debts,  is,  1  believe,  oiiginal.  The  gentleman^ 
howe\  er,  was  willing  to  leave  f/^at  buftnefs  to  be  fettled  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive. Yes,  there  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Swanwick  is  willing  to 
leave  the  paying  oj  debts  to  any  body  that  will  be  kiiid  euough  to, 
undertake  it. 

^endeni 
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■pendent  as  zve,  at  a  time  when  the  rej>refenfatives  of 
thofe  nations  were  accredited^  and  received  amongft 
us  ;  and  not  only  received,  but  permitted  to  lit 
within  our  walls,  and  I'ljlen  to  our  debates  *. 


"     *  This  alludes  to  the  eloquent  fpeech  of  Mr.  Harper,  in  which 
he  called  the  King  of  Spain    "  the  humhle  vajjal  of  France." 

A  ceniure  on  a  member  of  Congrefs  for  fpeaking  freely  of  a 
foreign  nation,  i-jbiie  her  "  agent  was  listening  to  the 
DEBATE,"  would  have  difgraced  almoft  any  one  except  Mr.  Day- 
ton. It  was  very  natural,  after  having  propoled  a  meafure  that 
will  expofe  him  to  eternal  reproach,  to  wifli  to  lock  up  the  mouths 
of  his  opponents. 

What  will  be  faid  of  the  indepetiJcjice  of  America,  of  the  liberty 
of  opinion  and  of  fpeech,  when  it  {hall  be  told  in  Europe,  that, 
even  in  Congrefs,  a  man  cannot  fpeak  the  plain  truth  uncenfured 
by  the  Speaker?  When  Mr.  Harper  called  the  King  of  Spain  the 
humhle  vaffal  of  France^  he  called  him  no  more  than  he  is  called 
by  the  whole  world.  If  the  world  is  miftaken,  if  he  be  not  the 
vaffal  of  the  French,  but  has  formed  an  alliance  with  them  for  his 
own  intereft.  he  isfomething  ten  thoufand  times  worfe  than  a  valHil ; 
for  what  can  equal  the  bafenefs  of  a  King,  who  can  voluntarily 
join  hands  with  thofe  who  have  fworn,  and  who  annually  fwear, 
a  hatred  to  royalty;  who  have  vowed  deiirudlion  to  all  kings,  and 
have  begun  the  career  with  the  murder  of  the  head  of  his  own 
family? — Whether,  therefore,  the  King  of  Spain  be  a  valfal  of 
the  infolent  Republic,  or  their  willing  ally,  he  is  entitled  to  but 
little  refpeft  from  any  body,  and  particularly  from  members  of 
Congreis,  who,  if  they  are  not  as  degraded  as  he,  muft  at  this  time 
feel  indignation  at  his  condtift. 

But  we  will  fuppofe,  for  a  moment,  that  it  is  not  proper  for 
members  of  Congreis  to  call  refieftions  on  foreign  nations:  what 
will  the  milJ,  and  gentle,  and  lovely  Mr.  Dayton  fay  to  his  ovt-n 
language  with  refpeft  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ?  If  I  am  not 
miilaken,  he  called  King  George  z.  -inonjler^  ■xn&z.  fea-rohhcr ! 
Did  the  decent  Mr.  Dayton  look  about  him  at  that  time  to  fee 
if  the  BritiQi  Minifter  v^m  prefent  ?  During  this  very  debate  no  lefs 
than  four  of  Mr.  Dayton's  party  (vulgarly  called  the  French 
fa5iion)  have  launched  Torth  into  the  bittereft  inveftives  againft 
Great  Britain,    on  her  poverty,    her  '■Meak  and   degraded  ftate. 

Even  Mr.  Swanwick,  an  Englifli  ,  attempted  a  witticifm 

on  the  ftoppage  of  payment  at  her  Bank,  when,  moll  affuredly, 
he  would  have  done  well  to  look  to  a  like  Jioppage  elfcwbere. 
Thefe  gentlemen  all  feem  to  look  upon  Great  Britain  as  a  relatl«»i 
9nd  theretore  entitled  to  lefs  ceremony  than  other  pcvers. 

If 
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If  the  queftion  were,  into  what  balance  of  the 
powers  o[  Europe  we  Ihould  be  caft,  as  a  make- 
weight, fuch  obfervations  might  be  pertinent ;  but 
as  he  conceived  the  queftion  related  to  the  mainle- 
rance  of  the  peace  of  this  country,  he  could  not 
fee  how  fuch  remarks  could  spply.  He  hoped  he 
Hiould  not  be  accufcd  of  a  want  of  Ipirit,  if  he  did 
not  fpeak  of  waraG  a  paftime— of  conquering  coun- 
tries, as  if  it  were  only  to  overrun  them  to  make 
them  our  own  ;  or  if  he  did  not  talk  of  buckling 
on  pur  armour,  and  of  Jjing  in  the  laji  ditch.  To 
him  it  appeared  better  to  exprefs  ourlelves  with  a 
becoming  Ipirit  of  rcfentment,  without  ufing  the 
rage  of  a  madman.  It  was  not  neceflary  to  crouch 
to  any  nation  ;  but  he  willied  to  ac9:  as  if  he  wifhed 
for  peace,  and  not  to  ftand  in  the  pofition  q^ gladia- 
tors,  and  found  the  trumpet  of  defiance*. 

He  could  fay  that  he  felt  the  full  force  of  the  in- 
dignity offered'  io  this  country  in  the  difmiifal   of 
our  Minifter.  He  did  not  hear  with  coolnefs,  "  You  . 
fnall  repeal  this  act_,  you  Iball  annul  this  decree, 
before  \vt  will  have  any  communication  with  you." 
When  he  heard  this  language,  even  from  the  Re- 


*  Mr.  Dayton's  railing  againft  gladiators,  while  his  own  arns 
was  ftretched  out  and  his  Hit  clenched,  was  diverting  enough.  He 
has  indifputably  the  n)nft  vulgarly  menacing  attitude  and  coun- 
tenance of  any  man  in  that  Houfe.  He  always  looks  as  if  he  were 
going  to  bite  at  iomething.  So  univerfal  has  this  remark  been, 
that  a  pamphleteer,  who  wrote  againft  me  iome  time  ago,  com- 
pared him  to  di/.-uip-tiirtle. 

I  never  liked  Mr.  Viiylon  Jnce  his  confifcatinv  motion,  and 
now  I  hate  him.  In  my  Lajl  Will  and  Teftament  \  had  left  him 
the  very  legacy  that  is  lefr  to  Mr.  Muhlenberg:  a  friend  "of 
mine  v.iflied  me  to  alter  my  will,  which  /  did  ;  but  it  was  an  aft 
that  contravened  the  dic'^tates  of  my  confcience ;  for  I  believed 
then,  what  every  one  now  knows,  that  he  was  much  more  deferr- 
ing of  the  legacy  than  his  predece/Tor.  This  amendment  has  this 
nier  it ;  it  has  completely  unveiled  a  man,  whole  principles  a  great 
many  good  people  were  in  doubt  about. 

public 
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public  of  France,  he  felt  as  an  American ;  but  he 
acknowledged  a  fpirlt  of  conciliation  ;  and  a  fente  of 
gratitude  (not  yet  extinguifhed)  led  him  at  leali  to 
moderate,  if  not  to  extinguifh,  this  relcntment. 
The  recollection  of  benefits  received,  would  lead 
bim  to  fay  to  them :  "  Frenchmen,  you  were  our 
*'  firft  and  beft  allies,  when  the  country  we  called 
*'  our  mother,  endeavoured  to  reduce  us  to  uncon- 
*'  ditional  fubjedtion  ;  when  every  nation  flirunlc 
**  from  us,  you,  people  of  France  (or,  if  gentlemen 
"  like  it  better,  your  Monarch),  fupported  us  : — you 
*'  reached  out  a  helping  hand  for  our  protedlion. — 
'*  You  at  that  time  entered  into  a  treaty  with  us ; 
"  if  it  now  operate  hardly  upon  you,  take  it  back; 
"  what  you  liberally  granted  to  us  in  1778,  is  re-' 
^'  ftored  to  you  in  1797:  as  it  is,  in  yoar  opinion 
"  at  leaft,  a  fource  of  difquietude,  you  fliall  be 
"  admitted  to  all  the  favours  of  the  Britifh  treaty 
♦*  of  1794;  neutral  Ibips  fhall  not  make  neutral 
*'  goods ;  the  lift  of  contraband  articles  and  the 
"  provifion  article  in  that  treaty,  fliall  be  yours^ 
*'  and  inferted  in  your  new  code." 

Mr.  Harper  rofe  to  fay  a  few  words  in  anfvver  to 
the  infinuations  of  the  gentleman  laft  up  ;  particu- 
larly as  to  the  terms  gladiator  and  machnan.  He 
faid,  that  it  was  nothing  new  to  hear  indecent  in- 
finuations from  that  gentleman,  and  that  he  would 
leave  it  to  the  Committee  which  of  the  two,  that 
member  or  himfelf,  acled  mod  the  part  of  a  gladia- 
tor, either  on  that  floor  or  out  of  doors. 

Mr.  Dayton  repeated,  that  all  he  had  faid  was, 
that  he  Ibould  not  take  the  pofture  of  a  gladiator  ; 
why  did  the  member  fuppofe  there  was  any  allulioii 
to  him  ? 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  he  colle61ed  this  from  the  gen- 
tleman's manner,  and  the  obfcrvations  which  pre- 
ceded and  followed  the  expreflion.  tie  fhoufd 
not  remark  on  the  imputation  of  indecency  thrown 

upon 
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upon  ihofe  members  who  had  thouglit  It  proper  to 
make  allufions  to  the  fituation  of  foreign  nations. 
Neither  would  he  ever,  for  his  part,  luffer  himfelf 
io  be  trammelled  by  tlie  appearance  of  any  foreign 
minifters  on  the  floor  ;  and  if  the  gentleman  thought 
their  prcfence  ought  to  be  the  leaft  reftraint  on  the 
freedom  of  fpeech  in  that  Houfe,  /le  pitied  his  igno- 
rance and  his  iveahiefs. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  the  do(9:rine  of  checks  held, 
as  it  rcfpefVed  laws  which  were  patled  by  the  tiiree 
branches  of  Government,  but  had  nothing  to  do 
with  bufinefs  that  belonged  only  to  one  or  two  of 
the  branches ;  for  inftance,  that  Houfe  had  no  right 
to  check  the  Prelident  in  duties  which  the  conftita- 
tion  had  repofed  in  him.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Kew-Jerfey  had  introduced  a  new  check  ;  a  check 
on  the  freedom  of  fpeech,  when  particular  chara»5^ers 
were  prefent.  He  did  not  expe6l  to  have  heaid  ar,y 
fuch  obfcrvation,  particularly  from  the  quarter  from 
whence  it  came.  Mr.  Smith  faid,  members  were  not 
to  be  called  to  account  for  what  fell  from  them  on  that 
floor,  and  he  hoped  a  remark  of  the  kind  would  never 
again  be  made.  He  was  not  at  a  lofs  to  know  the 
motive  for  all  the  anxiety  which  appeared  for  the 
pafling  of  this  amendment.  The  French  had  never 
ailced  tor  what  was  propofed  to  be  granted  to  them ; 
he  would  undertake  to  fay  they  had  refufed.  Mr. 
S.  fhowed  by  the  correfpondence  betwixt  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph and  Mr.  Adet,  that  there  had  been  a  perfect 
willingnefs,  on  the  part  of  our  Executive,  to  make 
alterations  in  the  exifting  treaty  with  that  nation, 
tigreeahly  to  their  ivijiics,  ami  that  it  was  not  ozving  to 
0ny  thing  oti  our  'parts  that  it  ivas  not  done  *. 

All 


*  This  avowal  is  certainly  very  difgraceful  to  the  United  St.ites  ; 
but  it  is,  ntveithelefsj  true.  The  tederal  Government  did  (land 
ready  to  alter  the  treaty  with  France,  agreeable  to  the  nj^iJJia  of  the^ 

latter  / 
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All  tliat  could  be  faid  for  the  prefent  amendment 
Was,  that  it  was  lefs  bad  than  the  one  negatived,  as 
there  v/as  not  a  lingle  word  in  this  which  altered 
the  fenfe  from  the  other.  He  repeated  the  pro- 
priety of  making  a  fiipulation  for  the  payment  of 
our  twelve  millions  of  lofs  by  fpoliations,  which,  if 
the  French  were  not  able  to  pay  in  money,  they 
might  pay  in  fhips  of  war  and  frigates.  He  did 
not  wifii  France  to  be  put  upon  the  fame  footing 
with  other  countries,  becaufe  there  vv^ere  fiipulations 
in  fome  of  our  treaties,  which  he  fhould  not  wifh 
to  fee  in  a  French  treaty ;  for  infiance,  in  our 
treaty  with  Sweden  theire  was  an  article  vv^hich  had 
produced  great  inconvenience.  He  meant  the  em- 
bargo article.  There  was  an  article  alfo  in  tiie 
treaty  with  Spain,  which,  though  it  may  not  be  in- 
jurious as  it  relates  to  that  country,  he  iliould  be 
lorry  to  fee  inferted  in  a  French  treaty.  In  the  i6th 
article  of  that  treaty,  the  Spaniards  were  allowed  to 
take  great  liberties  with  our  vellels ;  when  their 
fliips  of  war,  in  want  of  provilions,  meet  any  of  our 
veffels,  they  are  allowed  to  take  out  of  them  fuch 
neceflaries  as  they  fland  in  need  of,  for  which  they 
give  a  receipt,  to  be  paid  by  their  government 
agents.  This  liberty  he  fhould  not  like  to  have 
given  to  French  veffels,  that  they  might  take  pro- 
viiions  from  ours,  in  exchange  for  a  hit  of  paper. 
There  was  alio  an  article  in  our  treaty  with  Algiers, 
the  12th,  which  he  would  not  have  inferted  in  a 
French  treaty,  viz.  *'  that  a  citizen  found  on  board 


latter  I  and  this  is  brought  forward  as  fomething  in  j  unification 
of  the  conduft  of  that  Government !  Did  ever  a  Government 
before  make  a  merit  of  fiich  condefcenfion  ?  Can  fuch  a  Govern- 
trcnt  be  faid  to  adminiftcr  the  affiiirs  of  an  independent 
nation  f 


a 
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*'  an  American  veifel,  having  no  paliport,  ihall  be 
•'■  confidered  a'^  lawful  prize  *y 

\X  was  very  extraordinary  that  gentlemen  were 
continually  calHng  the  Britiih  treaty  a  bad  one,  and 
iiill  they  wiilied  the  French  to  be  put  upon  the 
lame  footing  with  the  Britifh.  He  would  rathei' 
give  them  an  equivalent  in  Ibme  other  way.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennfylvania,  Gallatin,  had  wifhed 
the  Committee  to  rally  round  the  Jlandard  of  peace 
(by  which  he  meant  the  amendment  before  them). 
This  put  him  in  mind  of  the  ftory  of  a  recruiting 
fergeant,  who  was  beating  up  for  recruits,  when  the 
Prince  of  Wales  was  a  little  boy,  and  who  feeing 
fome  boys  playing  at  marbles,  in  order  to  feduce 
them,  laid  they  would  have  nothing  to  do  but 
play  at  marbles  ivith  the  Prhire.  He  doubted  not 
every  Meniiier  in  that  Committee  wiilied  for  peace  ; 
but  he  trufted  they  had  too  much  difcernment  thus 
to  be  taken  in, 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  one  of  the  obfervations  made 
by  the  gentleman  lafl  up,  he  could  not  affent  to ; 
he  did  not  believe  they  were  all  defirous  of  peace ; 
for,  if  he  muft  exprels  his  opinion,  he  did  not  be-^ 
lieve  that  gentlejnan  iv'ifjied  for  peace.  Mr.  G.  drew 
this  conclulion  from  the  variety  of  contradictory 
objections  which  he  had  urged  again  ft  the  amend- 
ment. To  prove  that  oar  Executive  wifhed  to  have 
remedied  the  grievances  complained  of  in  the 
Britiih  treaty,  he  had  read  letters  which  pafled  be- 
tween the  French  Minifter  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  July,  1795.     But  it  was  faid  this  amend- 

*  This  would,  indeed,  found  rather  odd  to  men  acciiftomed 
to  be  Q-iWtiiijo'verflgns.  To  make  a  poor  fovcrcign  a  lanxiful prize 
would  be  a  fliocking  thing ;  but,  let  it  be  rccollerted,  that  the 
Algerine  treaty  hibjeds  him  to  the  rifk. — What  a  farce  it  is 
then  to  talk  about  a /;wrr/^-«  people! — a  fovereign  people,  any 
one  of  whom  ma^'  be  made  a  lawful  prize,  like  a  box  or  a  package! 

1  me^t 
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mcnt  was  big  with  danger,  as  it  would  give  to 
France  certain  provilions  granted  in  treaties  with 
other  powers  which  it  is  not  defirable  fhe  fhould 
have.  An  article  in  the  Swediihi  treaty  was  men- 
tioned, but  gentlemen  fhould  recolle6t  that  it  was 
an  article  of  reciprocity  ;  we  have  the  fame  right  in 
a  Swedifli  port  that  Swedes  have  in  ours ;  and  as  he 
had  heard  great  complaints  about  embargoes  on 
our  veflels  in  French  ports,  if  an  article  of  this 
fort  were  agreed  upon,  it  would  be  a  great  advan- 
tage to  us.  Tiic  next  objedlionable  article  was 
one  in  the  Spanith  treaty,  allowing  fhips  of  war  in 
diftrcfs,  to  take  out  provifions  from  our  veflels,  on 
giving  a  receipt.  This,  Mr.  G.  laid,  was  allowed 
by  the  law  of  nations,  if  there  had  been  no  provi- 
iion  of  the  kind  in  the  treaty,  which  only  provided 
the  manner  of  paying  for  what  was  taken.  As  to 
the  treaty  with  Algiers,  he  could  lee  no  connexion 
between  that  and  the  treaties  in  quejiion ;  yet,  even  in 
that  treatv,  free  bottoms  vjere  allowed  to  make  free 
j^oods  *.     Belides,  Mr.  G.  obferved,  this  addrefs  was 


*  Only  obferve  the  perveiTenefs,  the  impudence,  the  bafenefs, 
of  this  man.  The  treaty  with  Algiers  makes  American  citizens,  the 
Jovereign  citizens  of  America,  if  without  a  paiFport,  lavoful  prize. 
"  Very  true,"  fays  he,  "  but  in  this  treaty _//rf  bottoms  are  alloived 
to  make  free  goods  ;"  and  thus  it  appears  that  thishagard-looking 
republican  patriot  is  more  anxious  that  the  American  flag  fliould 
protedl  French  goods  from  fei^ure  by  the  Englifli,  than  that  it 
fliould  prote6l  American  citizens  from  the  dungeons  and  the 
chains  of  Algiers ! 

The  perverfe  villains,  who  ftill  keep  harping  on  the  Britifh 
treaty,  know  that  it  is  a  good  treaty  for  America,  and  a  much 
more  advantageous  one  than  they  had  any  reafon  to  expeft ;  but 
France  bids  them  clamour.  They  ftill  perfift  in  faying  that  this 
treaty  "  alloivs  the  Britifli  to  feize  enemy's  goods  in  Americaa 
bottoms,"  though  it  has  been  ten  thoufand  times  proved,  tha^ 
there  is  no  allo-Mhi^  in  the  caie,  that  Great  Britain  had  the 
right,  and  exercifed  it  too,  previous  to  the  treaty  ;  .that  it  is  a 
right  eftabliflied  by  the  lavj  of  nations,  and  uniformly  claimed  and 
exercifed  by  Frsnce  itfelf. — See  Cenfor  for  November,  1796. 

to 
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to  be  icnt  to  our  Executive,  who  knew  very  well 
what  was  meant  by  the  expreffion  uled  in  the 
amendment.  He  char<red  gentlemen  with  endea- 
vouring to  raife  the  prejudice  of  members  with  re- 
Ipctt  to  the  treaty  in  qucllion,  in  order  to  get  them 
to  raliy  round  the  Itandard  of  oppofition  to  the 
amendment.  He  apologized  for  havi:ig  lb  ex- 
preiTly  charged  the  gentleman  from  Soutli  Carolina 
with  not  wifliing  for  peace,  but  did  not  mean  to 
retract  the  exprelhon. 

Mr.  IF.  Smith  faid,  lie  wiflied  to  relieve  the 
gentleman  from  the  unealinefs  he  feemed  to  feel 
trom  having  made  fo  dircd  a  charge  againlt  him  ; 
but  he  would  tell  him,  that  he  did  not  believe 
(though  he  hadfa'ulfo),  that  if  the  French  were  not 
iatislied  with  the  terms  offered  in  this  amendment, 
he  would  be  willing  to  go  to  war.  A.nd  now  he 
thought  the  account  lettled  between  them. 

The  queji'ion  on  Dayton's  amendment  was  put, 
and  carried,  52  againfl  47. 

Ihe  Committee  now  rofc,  and  the  Houfe  being 
relumed,  the  Speaker  proceeded  to  read  the  amend- 
ments, and  to  take  the  lenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon 
each.  There  were  feveral,  of  a  trifling  nature, 
which  paired  without  a  divifion  ;  but  thofe  of  the 
two  trimmers,  CwVandAy/ow,  the  fcderalifts  were  re- 
folved  to  oppofe  inch  by  inch.  The  original  draught 
of  the  anfwer  contains  this  palfage :  "  Knowing, 
'*  as  we  do,  the  confidence  repofed  by  the  people 
*'  of  the  United  States  in  their  Government,  we 
"  cannot  hcfitatc  in  exprcflingour  indignation  at  ihe 
"  faitiments  difdojed  by  the  Prrjident  of  the  Executive 
*'  Dire6fory  of  France,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  Minifter  of  the 
**  United  States,  Such  fentiments  ferve  to  difeover 
"  the  impcrfet'^l  knowledge  which  France  polfefTes, 
*'  of  t])e  real  opinions  of  our  conflituents."  This  the 
oppolition  members  thought  too  i^ointcd^  and  there - 

4  fore 
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fore  they  bad  propoled  and  carried  the  following 
amendment : 

"  ^ny  fcntiments  tending  to  derogate  from  the 
*'  conlidence  ;  luch  fentiments,  *u:7;(?n'i'^rfV//<?r/j/Wi/, 
**  fervc  to  evince  an  imperfc6l  knowledge  of  the 
*'  real  opinion  of  our  conilituents*."  This  cringing 
amendment  was  carried,  48  again  ft  46. 

Next  came  the  amendment  of  Dayton,  worded  as 
it  paired  in  the  Committee.  A  motion  was  made  to 
leave  tliis  amendment  oat  altogether.  This  brought 
on  a  debate,  the  molt  remarkable  part  of  which  was 
a'lpeech  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  who,  in  fpeaking  of  the 
depredations  of  the  French,  feemed  offended,  that, 
*^  becauie  one  velfel  or  Kvo  were  taken  by  French 
*'  privateers,  we  fhould  be  greatly  iurprifed  -j-  !'* 
This  motion  was  loft,  and  the  queition  being  taken 
on  Dayton's  amendment,  it  was  carried,  50  to  49  \. 

The 


*  Thu?,  "  the  r^ntlnttnts  Aifdofed  hy  the  Prejuknt  of  the  French 
"  Dirc^'Joryj^  and  officially  announced  to  the  Houfe  as  fuch,  are 
changed  into  "  any  fentimentSf  ivherever  expre/Tcifi'*  left  the 
def})Ots  of  Paris  fliould  look  upon  the  paffige  as  too  pointed  ! — 
Such  is  the  '■'■  i^hrious  irukpenJcnce"'  of  America  ! 

-j-  Remember,  reader,  that,  after  the  hundreds  ofvejjels  that  have 

been  taken  and  condemned  by  the  French  ;  after  fome  hundreds  of 

American  fcamen  have  been  exchanged  with  the  EngHfli  ^.sfri/oners 

of  ivar ;  after  about  a  tboufand  of  them   have  been  conlined  in 

French  jails,  where  manyof  them  yetare;  aftertheyhave  been  hacked, 

whippetl,  kicked,  ■m\'\  tec  to  hard  labour,  under  the  lafli  of  even 

black  fellows — remember,  I  fay,  that,  after  all. this,  Smith  of  BaU 

timorc  has  the  tatriotifm  to  ftand  up  in  Coiigrefs,  and  add  his  in- 

fult  to  thofe  ot  the  deipots  of  Paris,  by  talking  ahour  one  or  tzva 

vcllels   taken   by  French  privateers ! — N.  B.     It   will  be  clearly 

proved,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  tbjt  the  vefTels  of  Smith  of  Bal' 

//7«/»rf  failed  under  the  proteBion  of  the  French  Government^  wliile  he 

was  thus  extenuating  the  depredations  committed  on  the  veflels  of 

hii  coniHtnents. 

X  The  I'caj  and  A^.m  were  as  follows: — Yeas — IMelll-s.  Bald- 
win, Bard,  Blount,  Brent,  Bi}.an,  Cabell,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Clop- 
ton,  Dana,  Davis,  Dawfon,  Dent,  Elmendorff,  Findley,  Fowler, 
N.  Freeman,  Gallatin,  Gilcs^  (ullei'pic,  Grc^.^,  Hann.i,  Havri\o;\ 
VOL.  VI.  n  liaveia. 
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The  Daytonian  amendment  having  got  the  day, 
and  the  opposition  having  thereby  clearly  exprelTed 
a  (eulc  of  their  righf  and  didy  to  dictate  to  the  Pre- 
iidcnt  on  fhe  facrljices  to  he  made  to  France^  Mr. 
Kittera  ieemed  to  tliink  it  no  more  than  reafonable, 
that  in  an  anlwer  which  contained  fuch  an  anxious 
Ibhcitude  for  the  iTltercfls  of  France,  the  intcrcfts 
of  the  people  of  America  fliould  not  be  entirely 
forgotten,  and  therefore  he  propofed  another 
amendment. 

To  get  rid  of  a  crooked,  inlidions  queftion  of  the 
Jewilh  fcribes  and  elders,  our  Saviour  thought 
proper  toallc  them  another  quellion  : — "  The  bap- 
tifin  of  Tohn,  is  it  from  heaven  or  of  men  ?"  They 
were  alhamed  to  fay.  From  heaven,  left  he  fhould 
reply,  Why  did  you  not  then  receive  him  ?  and  they 
were  afraid  to  anfwer.  From  men,  left  the  people 
fhould  flone  them,  for  all  men  efteemed  John  as  a 
divine  perfbn.  Our  outrageous  patriots  feem  to  have 
got  into  much  fuch  a  dilemma  :  they  are  afraid 
to  complain  of  the  injuries  we  have  fufFered  from 
France,  although  they  are  fo  enormous  as  well  as 
notorious,  for  fear  of  offending  the  voracious  mon- 
ger, as  they  pretend,  but  really  becaufe  it  would 
imply  an  approval  of  the  condu6t  of  their  own 
Government,  wliich  they  have  always  oppofed  ;  and 


Havens,  Holmes,  Jones,  Livingfton,  Locke,  Lyon,  PJacon,  M'Cle- 
nachan,  M*Do\vell,  Milledge,  New,  Nicholas,  Parker,  Schureman, 
Skinner,  S.  Smith,  W.  Smith  (P.  Diflrift),  R.  Sprigg,  Ssndtbrd, 
Sumpter,  Svvanwick,  A.  Trigg,  J.  Trigg,  Van  Cortlandt^  Var- 
num,  Venable,  R.  Williams. — 50. 

Nats — Meffrs.  Allen,  Baw,  Bayard,  Brndbiny,  Brookes,  Chap- 
mn, Chaplin,  Cochran,  Crnik, Davenport,  Dennis,  Ege,  Evans,  A. 
Foiier,  D.  ¥o!ler,  J.  R-eeman,  Glenn,  Goodrich,  Gordon,  Grif- 
'wold.  Grove,  fLtrper,  Hartley,  Hindman,  Hofmer,  Iraley,  Kitte- 
ra, S.  Lyman,  M:;chir,  Matthews,  Morgan,  Otis,  Sheperd,  Sin- 
i/ickfon,  bitgreaves,  Jer.  ^mith,  N.  SuMth,  W.  Smith  (Ch.), 
Th,atciier,  Th(;inas,  Van  Allen,  V/adfworth,  J.  Williams. — 49. 

Si.  B.    Dayton  (the  Speaker)  would,  of  courfe,   have    been 


!i> 


they 


JULYj  1797.  163 

they  are  afraid  to  be  altogether  filcrit  on  a  fubjedt 
fo  interefting  to  their  conftituents,  for  fear  they 
Ihould  lofe  their  popularity,  and,  in  cafe  of  a  war 
with  France,  jufily  become  the  vi(Sl:ims  of  popular 


vengeance. 


The  worthy  member  from  Pennfylvania,  who 
threw  out  his  *'  Bo7ie  to  gnaw'*  to  the  democrats, 
has  the  thanks  of  all  his  fellow-citizens,  whofe 
elteem  is  worth  having.  If  poor  Pennfylvania  be 
difgraced  by  a  Gallatin,  a  Swanwick,  and  a  M'Cle- 
nachan,  the  has  a  Kittera  to  balance  them. 

Mr.  Kittera  faid,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  ex- 
preffion  of  "  viutual  ipirit  of  conciHation,"  was 
improper,  as  the  palTage  of  the  addrefs  now  flood, 
without  any  thing  being  uipulated  to  be  done  on 
the  fart  of  France.  Ke  therefore  propofed  to  add 
the  following  words,  viz.  "  to  compenfate  for  a7iy  m^ 
"  jury  done  to  our  neutral  rights.''''  He  was  againit 
giving  advice  to  the  Preiident  as  much  as  any  one  ; 
but,  it*  they  were  lo  give  it,  he  would  make  it  as 
confiftent  as  poffible  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  that 
attention  was  paid  to  the  interefts  of  France,  he 
was  not  willing  to  forget  our  own  citizens.  After 
fome  few  words  from  Mr.  Giles  and  Moniieur 
Gallatin,  againft  the  motion,  and  from  Mr.  Bayard 
in  favour  of  it, 

Mr.  Nicholas  rofe,  and  with  the  "  i^armejl  fenfi- 
"  bility  beaming  from  his  eye*,  wifhed  gentle- 
men to  conlider,  what  a  ferious  barrier  they  were 
putting  in  the  way  of  the  peace  of  the  country  ;  a 
clog,  which,  if  perliiied  in,  muft  lead  to  war.  It 
was  poflible,  he  faid,  they  (meaning  his  own  party) 
might  have  carried  their  zeal  too  far,  but  what  was 
it  to  efFedt  ?  the  peace  of  the  country  ;  whiltt  the 
zeal  of  their  opponents  led  to  v/ar.     He  felt  this 

*  He  has  but  one^  and  that  one  is  a  moft  villanous  gray  eye;  it 
is  pixcifely  like  the  eye  of  a  tabby  cat, 

M  2  queflion 
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quefllon  of  fo  important  a  nature,  and,  in  his  opi- 
Yi\o\\^fo  improper  to  he  decided y  that  he  fhould  movq 
the  previous  quejiion  upon  it. 

Mr.  Sifgreaves  faw  the  difficulty  in  which  gen- 
tlemen were  placed,  which  was,  either  to  abandon 
the  claims  of  their  felloiv-clll^ens,  or  their  ozvn  viewSf 
and  he  had  no  doubt  in  faying  that  an  endeavour 
to  get  rid  of  the  qucftion  was  an  endeavour  to 
abandon  thofe  claims. 


The  previous  queftion  was  put  and  loft,  but  it 
was  loll  by  four  votes  only  ;  and  the  refult  of  the 
divifion  clearly  proved,  that  there  were  forty-eight 
members,  out  of  the  hundred  who  w^ere  prefent, 
ready  to  abandon  every  claim  which  their  confti- 
tuents  had  on  France. 

The  French  fa6lion  having  been  out-general ed  by 
Mr.  Kittera,  were  determined  to  make  fuch  an  attack 
on  another  part  of  the  anfwer,  as  Ihould  more  than 
counterbalance  their  defeat.  When  the  queftion 
was  about  to  be  put  on  the  whole  anfwer,  as 
amended,  Edward  Living ftoji  faid,  "  that  having 
*'  had  occafion  to  exprels  his  doubts  about  the  pro- 
**  priety  of  the  condud  of  the  Executive  towards 
*'  foreign  nations,  and  not  heUevlng  it  had  been 
**  jiift  and  impartial,  not  from  the  fear  of  offending 
any  foreign  nation  (as  had  been  infinuated), 
he  was  not  willing  to  vote  for  an  addrefs  con- 
taining words  fo  exceptionable.^*  He  w-as  fol- 
lowed by  Gallatin,  who  moved  "  to  flrike  out 
"  the  paflage  ivhlch  approves  cf  the  principles  that 
**  the  Govermnent  has  acted  on,  and  ivhlch  declares 
'*  the  readlnefs  of  the  Hoiife  to  give  them  their  mofl 
*'  cordial  flip  port. ^'' — Mr.  Otis  thought  there  was 
fomething  more  artful  and  infidious  in  this  attempt 
than  in  any  which  had  been  made  in  the  whole 
bufincfs,  as  it  went  to  call  a  cenfure,  not  only  on 
the  Executive,  but  on  all  the  departments  of  Go- 

2  vernment. 
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vernment.  Mr.  Allen  faid  he  was  fure  fuch  a 
motion  could  never  pafs,  while  there  was  a  drop  of 
American  blood  in  the  Houfe,  and  an  American 
accent  *  to  fay  no. 

When,  however,  the  queftion  was  put  on  this  in- 
folent,  this  degrading,  this  infamous  motion,  Mr. 
Allen  had  the  mortification  to  find,  that  there 
\YtXQ  forty -four  Americans  bafe  enough  to  fayjv^^  to 
it.  There  was,  neverthelefs,  a  majority  againll: 
it ;  it  was,  of  courfe,  rejected,  and  the  anfwer,  in  the 
following  words,  was  then  put  and  carried  : 


Sir, 

The  interefting  detail  of  thofe  events  which  have 
rendered  the  convention  of  Congrefs  at  this  time 
indifpenfable  (communicated  in  your  fpeech  to  both 
Houfes),  has  excited  in  us  the  flrongeft  emotions. 
Whilft  we  regret  the  occafion,  we  cannot  omit  to 
teftify  our  approbation  of  the  meafure,  and  to 
pledge  ourfelves  that  no  conliderations  of  private 
inconvenience  fhall  prevent,  on  our  part,  a  faith- 
ful difcharofe  of  the  duties  to  which  we  arc  called. 

We  have  conllantly  hoped,  that  the  nations  of 
Europe,  whilfl  defolated  by  foreign  wars,  or  con- 
vulfed  by  inteftine  diviiions,  would  have  left  the 
United  States  to  enjoy  that  peace  and  tranquillity 
to  which  the  impartial  condu6l  of  our  Govern- 
ment has  entitled  us ;  and  it  is  now,  with  extreme 
regret,  we  find  the  meafures  of  the  French  Republic 
tending  to  endanger  a  lituation  fo  delirable  and  in- 
terefting  to  our  country. 

Upon  this  occalion  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  exprefs, 
in  the  raofl  explicit  manner,  the  fenfations  which 
the  prefent  crifis  has  excited,  and  to  affure  you  of 
our  zealous  co-operation  in  thofe  meafures  which 
may  appear  neceifary  for  our  fecurity  or  peace. 


*  Alluding  to  the  barbarous,  outlandifti  gabble  of  Gallatin. 

M  3  Although 
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Although  it  is  the  earned  wifh  of  our  hearts,  that 
peace  may  be  maintained  with  the  French  Repubhc, 
and  with  all  the  world  ;  yet  we  never  will  larrender 
thof^:  rights  which  belong  to  us  as  a  nation  ;  and 
whillt  we  view  with  fatisfac^ion  the  wifdom,  dig- 
nity, and  moderation  which  have  marked  the 
ineafurcs  of  the  fupreme  Executive  of  our  country^ 
in  its  attempts  to  remove,  by  candid  explanations, 
the  complaints  and  jealoufies  of  France,  we  feel 
the  full  force  of  that  indignity  which  has  been  of- 
fered our  country,  in  the  rejedtion  of  its  Minifter. 

No  attempts  to  wound  our  rights  as  a  fovereign 
flate,  will  cfcape  the  notice  of  our  coniiituents  ; 
they  will  be  felt  with  indignation,  and  repelled 
with  that  decifion  which  fliall  convince  the  world 
that  we  are  not  a  degraded  people ;  that  we  can 
never  fubmit  to  the  demands  of  a  foreign  power 
without  examination  and  without  difcuilion. 

Knowing,  as  we  do,  the  confidence  repofed  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States  in  their  government, 
we  cannot  heiitate  in  exprefling  our  indignation  at 
any  fentiment  tending  to  derogate  from  that  confi- 
dence. Snch  fentiments,  wherever  entertained, 
lerve  to  evince  an  imperfed  knowledge  of  the  opi- 
nions of  our  con  tlituents.  An  attempt  to  feparate 
the  people  of  the  United  States  from  their  govern- 
ment, is  an  attempt  to  feparate  them  from  them- 
felves  *  ;  and  although  foreigners,  who  know  not 
the  genius  of  our  country,  may  have  conceived  the 


*  This  \inmeaning,  this  abfurd,  this  paradoxical  phrafe,  did 
not  Aide  into  the  anfwer  unnoticed.  Mr.  Evans  moved  to  ftrike 
it  out,  but  there  was  a  decided  majority  for  retaining  it.  Both 
parties,  generally  fpeaking,  approved  of  it,  but  from  precifely  dif- 
ferent  nVotives  ;  the  federaliits,  becaulis  it  feenicd  to  fay,  that 
the  people  ivcre  unanitnous  in  fupport  of  the  ?!teafures  of  the  Adm'i' 
nlflration  ;  and  the  democrats,  becaufe  it  exprelTcd  their  favourite 
maxim,  that  the  people  are  than  [elves  the  fovereign  and  the  govern." 
ment. — What  wretched  nonfenfe  !. 

projc<5V, 
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proie^lj  and  foreign  emiflaries  may  attempt  the  exe- 
cution, yet  the  united  efforts  of  our  fellow-citizens 
will  convince  the  world  of  its  impracticahility. 

Senfibly  as  we  feel  the  wound  which  has  been  in- 
fliciled  by  the  tranla61ions  difcloied  in  your  com- 
munications, yet  we  think  with  y^ou,  that  neither 
the  honour  nor  the  intereft  of  the  United  States 
forbid  the  repetition  of  advances  for  pvcfeiving 
peace. 

We  therefore   receive,  with  the  ntmoit   fatisfac- 
tion,  your  information  that  a  frefli  attempt  at  nego- 
tiation will   be  inftituted;  and  we  cherifh  the  hope 
that  a  mutual  fpirit   of  conciliation,   and  a  difpoli- 
tion   on  the  part  of  France  to  compenfate  for  any 
injuries  which  may  have  been  committed  upon  our 
neutral  rights,  and  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
to   place   F'rance   on   grounds     fimilar   to  thofe  of 
ctlicr  countries,   in    their   relation  and   connexion 
with  us,  if  any  inequality  fhall   be   found  to  exifb, 
will  produce  an   accommodation,  compatible  with 
the  engagements,  rights,  duties,  and  honour  of  the 
United  States.     Fully,  however,  imprelled  with  the 
uncertainty    of   the    refult,    v,^e    Ihall    prepaie    to 
meet  wath  fortitude  any  unfavourable  events  which 
may    occur,  and  to  extricate  ourfeives  from  their 
confequences  with  all  the   Ikill   we   poffefs  and  all 
the   eiforts    in    our  power.      Believing,    with  you, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Government  has   been  juit 
and  impartial  to  foreign  nations,  that  the  laws  for 
the  prefervation  of  peace   have   been   proper,   and 
that  they  have  been    fairly   executed  ;     tiie   repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  do  not  hefitate  to  declare, 
that  they  will  give  their  mod  cordial  fupport  to  the 
execution  of  principles  fp  deliberately  and  uprightly 
efiablifhed. 

The  many  interefting  fubjeds  which  you  have 
recommended  to  our  confi deration,  and  which  are 
fo  ftrongly  enforced  by  this  momentous   occalion, 

M  4  will 
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will  receive  every  attention  which  their  importance 
demands  ;  and  we  truft  that,  by  the  decided  and 
explicit  condudl  wliich  will  govern  our  delibera- 
tions, every  infinuation  will  be  repelled,  which  is 
derogatory  to  the  honour  and  independence  of  our 
country. 

Permit  us,  in  offering  this  addrefs,  to  exprefs  our 
fatisfaf^ion  at  your  promotion  to  the  iirft  office  ill 
the  government,  and  our  entire  confidence  that  the 
pre-eminent  talents  and  patriotitm  which  have 
placed  you  in  this  diftinguifhed  fituation,  will 
enable  you  to  dilcharge  its  various  duties  with 
fatisfai^ion  to  yourfelf  and  advantage  to  our  com- 
mon country. 


hyon  hegs  to  he  exciifed  from  ivaiting  on  the  Pre- 
fident. — On  the  3d  of  June,  jufl  as  the  Iloute  were 
preparing  to  carry  up  their  anfwer  to  the  Preiident, 
LyoHy  the  brutal  Reprefentative  from  Vermont,  rofe, 
and  wifhed,  he  laid,  to  make  a  motion,  which  was, 
"  that  fuch  members  as  do  not  choofe  to  attend 
upon  the  Prefident,  to  prefent  the  anfwer  to  his 
fpeech,  fhail  be  excufed/'  He  vvilhed  to  be  un- 
deriiood.  Pie  thought  the  motion  a  reafonable 
one,  becaufe  it  propofed  to  leave  them  at  liberty  to 
do  as  they  pleated.  And  by  the  rules  he  faw  he 
was  obliged  to  attend,  except  lick,  or  leave  of  ab- 
fence  was  obtained  ;  now,  as  he  hoped  not  to  be 
fick,  he  wiflied  to  put  himfclf  out  of  the  power  of 
the  lerjeant  at  arms,  if  he  did  not  attend.  He  had 
been  told  he  might  flay  behind  without  being  no- 
ticed ;  but  this  was  not  enough  for  him,  as  he  was  a 
timid  man,  and  the  Houfe  had  the  law  on  their 
lide,  as  he  recolledled  fomething  of  a  reprimand 
which  had  been  given  to  Mr.Whitney.  (The  Speaker 
reminded  him  it  was  out  of  order  to  cenfure  the 
proceedings  of  the  Iloufc  on  any  former  occafion.) 

He 
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He  faid  he  flood  corre6ied,  and  proceeded.  He  had 
fpoken,  he  faid,  to  both  fides  of  the  Houfe  (as 
they  were  called)  on  the  fiibje6l.  One  lide  dif- 
fuaded  him  from  his  motion,  and  laughed  at  it  ; 
the  other  fide  did  not  with  to  join  him  in  it,  becaufc 
it  would  look  like  difrefpect  to  the  perfon  lately 
elected,  who  was  not  a  man  of  their  choice  ;  but  he 
trutted  our  magnanimous  Prefident  would,  with 
the  enlightened  yeomanry  of  America,  defpife  fuch 
a  boyifh  piece  of  bufinefs.  This,  he  faid,  was  no 
new  fubjeC^  with  him  ;  he  had  long  heard  the  folly 
of  the  wife  made  a  matter  of  wonder  in  this  rcfpcdl* 
It  was  faid,  this  was  not  the  time  to  abolifli  the 
cuftom  :  but  this  was  the  cant  uied  againtt  every 
kind  of  reform.  No  better  time  could  ever  arrive, 
he  faid,  than  this,  \vhich  was  the  threfhold  of  a  new 
prefidency,  at  a  time  when  the  man  elected  to 
the  office  was  beloved  and  revered  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  ;  he  was  as  yet  unufcd  to  vain  adulation; 
he  had  Ipent  a  great  part  of  liis  life  amongfi:  a 
people,  whofe  love  of  plainnefs  of  manners  forbids 
all  pageantry;  he  would  be  glad  to  lee  the  cuftom 
done  away.  Were  he  a61ing  in  his  own  perfonal 
charadler,  he  perhaps  might  conform  to  tlie  idle 
ufage,  but  a6ting  as  he  was  for  eighty  thoufand 
people,  every  father  of  a  family  in  his  diilri6b  wuuld 
condemn  him  for  fuch  an  a6l.  The  gentleman 
from  Connedlicut  yeilerday  hoped  there  would  be 
American  blood  enough  to  carry  the  queltion. 
(The  Speaker  again  reminded  him,  that  he  was  out 
of  order  to  allude  to  what  was  done  yeiterday,  and 
faid  the  proper  motion  would  be  to  refcind  the  rule.) 
He  did  not  wifh  to  refcind  the  rule,  he  faid,  only 
fo  much  of  it  as  obliged  the  Houte  to  attend. 
This,  he  faid,  was  no  trifling  thing  with  him  ;  he 
fhould  have  as  great  objcclion  to  attend  this 
bulinefsj  as  a  Quaker  would  to  make  his  obcilance 

to 
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to  a  maniltrate.     (The  Speaker  faid  he  mud  move 
to  refcind  the  rule,  or  that  he  himfelf  be  exculed  : 
no  other  motion  was  in  order.)     Then,  he  fakl,  he 
jnuft  confine  himfelf  to  the  narrow  ground  of  him- 
felf.    He  had   no   objedlion  to  gentlemen  of  high 
hlood  carrying  this   addrefs.     He   had    no    prcten- 
iions  to  high  hloQci,  though   he   thought  he  had  as 
good  Hood  as   any  of  them,  as    he   was    born    of 
a  fine,  haU^  healthy  woman.     Before  yefierday  he 
never  heard  of  cfcntlemen  boaftina;  of  their  hlood 
in  that  Houfe.      He  could   not  fay,  it  was   true, 
that  he  was  defcended  from  the  bajiards  of  Oliver 
Cro7}iiveIi,  or  his  courtiers,  or  from  the  Puritans, 
■who  puniihed  their  amorous  horfes  for   breaking 
the    fabbath,    or  from    thofe   who  perfecuted   the 
Quakers,    or    hanged   the    witches  *.     He  could, 
however,  fay,  that  this  was  his  country,  becaufe  he 
had  no  other ;  and  he  owned  a  fhare  of  it,  which 
he  had  bought  by  means  of  honefl  induitry.     He 
had  fought  for  his  country :    in  every  day  of  trou- 
ble he  had  repaired  to  her  frandard,  and  had  con- 
quered under  it.      ConquefV   had  led  his  country 
to  independence,  and,  being  independent,  he  called 
no  man's  blood  in  queftion. 

Mr.  Dana  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  attempt  any 
violence  on  the  gentleman's  feelings ;  he,  for  one, 
fhould  be  very  happy  to  excufe  Mr.  Lyon  from  walk- 
ing with  him,  and  he  dared  to  fay  that  the  Prefident 
would  not  regret  his  abfenee. 

Mr.  Otis  faid,  as  the  Lyon  appeared  to  be  in  a 
favage  mood,  he  would  recommend  him  to  he  locked 
up  while  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  the  Prelident.  (He 


'*  Alluding  to  the  praftices  of  the  New-Englanders. 
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was  loudly  called  to  order  from  feveral  parts  of  the 
Houfe  *.) 

The  motion  to  excufe  him  from  waiting  on  the 
Prelident  was  put,  and  carried  unanimoufly , 

jE/zx;ojv^.— Monday,  June  5.  The  Senate  this 
day  concurred  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  C.  C. 
Pinckney,  c:o  to  24;  and  of  MefTrs.  Dana  and  Mar- 
Ihallj  22  to  6. 


Arms  and  Ammunition. — Tuefday,  June  6.  Tl:e 
Reprefentatives  this  day  took  up  a  bill,  fent  from  the 
Senate,  "  for  prohibiting,  for  a  hraited  time,  the 
*'  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  for  en- 
*'  couraging  the  importation  thereof." 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  wilhed  to  make  a  mo- 
tion which  he  fuppofed  might,  in  fume  degree, 
effe^l  the  end  contemplated  by  feveral  other  gentle- 
men. It  was  to  ftrike  out  *'  bombs"  and  "  cannon- 
balls."  lie  did  not  think  there  need  be  any  fear  of 
the  United  States  Aillino;  fliort  of  thefe,  as  the  finMe 
State  of  New-Jerfey,  or  a  tingle  county  of  that  State, 
could  caft  llifficient  to  fupply  the  whole  world. 

Mr,  S.  Smith  obferved,  that  in  a  tormer  law  of  this 
kind,  bombs  and  cannon-balls  were  not  included. 
It  was  afked,  who  exported  thefe  articles,  and  for 
what  purpofe  they  were  ufed.  To  fay  who  exported 
them  would  not  be  right,  as  they  were  contraband, 
and  he  could  not  tell  who  ufed  them,  nor  was  it  an 
objedt  of  their  inquiry,  Piccaroons  had  no  occafion 
for  them,  tince  they  went  alongfide  veflels,  and 
boarded  them.    The  fame  argument  which  was  ufed 

*  The  comparing  of  Mr.  Lyon  to  the  noble  animal  of  the  fame 
name  was  rather  out  of  order,  it  muft  he  confefled.  Had  the  gen- 
tleman called  him  the  afs  in  the  lion's  Jkin^  I  dare  fay  the  Houfe 
would  have  heard  him  with  great  fatisfadion. 

ajrainft 
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againft  exporting  tbefe  articles,  might  be  ufed  againft 
llic  exportation  of  provifions. 

Mr.  JV.  Smith  laid  the  bill  was  predicated  upon, 
being  an  injury  to  manufaftures;  nor  did  be  know 
why  they  fhould  make  an  exception  in  favour  of  one 
more  than  another,  which  would  give  juft  caule  of 
complaint.  The  operation  of  the  bill,  fince  the 
amendment  had  been  carried,  would  be  of  fhort  du- 
ration. The  objedl  of  it  was  twofold,  viz.  to  pre- 
ferve  thefe  articles  in  the  country  to  be  ready  in  cale 
of  an  emergency,  and  to  keep  them  from  foreign 
powers,  who  might  turn  them  againft  us.  Though 
we  had  no  occation  at  prefent  for  cannon-balls,  we 
could  not  help  looking  forward  to  the  time  when 
they  would  be  wanted  ;  and  though  no  bombs  were 
at  prefent  ufed  againft  us,  yet  the  time  might  probably 
arrive,  when  they  might  he  fo  ufed,  and  it  was  politic 
to  guard  againft  the  poliibility  of  it. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  this  fubjecl  had  taken  a  much 
more  ferious  fhape  than  it  allumed  when  it  was  at 
firft  introduced.  It  feemed  as  if  it  were  not  lb  much 
the  intention  of  this  law  to  regulate  our  own  wants, 
as  to  prevent  the  Ilipply  of  foreign  powers  with,  war- 
like articles :  this,  he  faid,  might  be  attended  with 
•very  ferious  confequences,  llnce  it  would  certainly  ope- 
rate principally  againft  07ie  of  the  heUigerent powers  ; 
and  except  we  are  prepared  and  determined  upon 
war,  we  fhould  be  careful  in  provoking  it.  It  was 
conceded  that  there  was  no  probability  of  our  want- 
ing bombs  or  cannon-balls  :  the  operation  of  the  law^ 
was  of  courfe  intended  againft  one  of  the  belligeretii 
powers  ;  for  though  both  had  an  equal  right  at  pre- 
fent to  come  here  and  purchafc  thele  articles,  every 
one  would  fee  that  France  would  he  frincipalh  uffeBed 
hy  the  regulation.  It  would  be  little  fliort  of  hoftility 
therefore  to  lay  thefe  articles  fhould  not  be  exported. 
Indeed,  he  feared  there  was  more  in  this  bulinefs 

thau 
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than  the  Committee  underftood;  that  they  were 
takhig  a  ground  which  could  not  be  maintained, 
and  which,  pending  a  negotiation,  ought  not  to  be 
taken  *. 

Mr.  Harper  thought  the  obje6lion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  deferved  Ibmc  conlideration.  No  mca- 
fure  of  defence  had  been,  or  feemingly  could  be, 
mentioned,  but  it  was  faid  it  might  give  offence  to 
France.  He  afked  l^ow  long  we  were  to  be  deterred 
from  taking  fuch  mcafurcs  as  fliopld  fcem  to  be  ne- 
ceilary,  for  fear  of  offending  France  ?  If  we  were 
riot  to  take  general  mealhres  for  the  proteclion  of  our 
citizens  becaufe  there  might  be  a  polhbility  France 
would  not  approve  them,  where  was  the  humiliation 
to  llop  ?  He  liippofed  we  Ihould  next  be  told  that 
we  muft  not  fortify  our  ports,  or  arm  our  vetiels,  lell 
it  fhould  be  offenfive  to  France.  He  truftcd  that  the 
Houfe  would  no  longer  hold  lb  difgracefula  language, 
but  that  they  would  confult  what  would  be  for  our 
own  good,  w.ithout  reference  to  any  foreign  nation. 
Our  Government,  he  obferved,  had  not  laid  it  would 
never  prohibit  the  exportation  of  arms  and  aiiimu^ 
nition.  The  Englifh  had  been  permitted  to  purchafe 
thefe  articles,  of  which  the  French  complained,  and 
equal  liberty  was  given  to  both  nations  ;  but  this 
was  no  reafon  why  both  nations  might  not  ]>e  prohi- 
bited from  doing  lb,  if  it  flioukl  be  found  expedient. 
And  though  he  did  not  believe  that  all  the  advantages 
whicli  were  expelled,  would  be  derived  from  this 
law,  yet  he  fhould  be  in  favour  of  it ;  not  becaufe 
it  would  not  offend  a  foreign  nation,  but  becaufe  ic 
would  be  ferviceable  to  ourlelves  ;  for  he  laid,  if  they 
were  to  go  on,   in  confulting  the  feelings  of  the 


'"  If  this  wretch  had  been  a  Deputy  from  France,  inftead  of  a 
Reprefeiitative  of  Virginia,  could  lie  poliibiy  have  held  other  laa- 
guage  than  this  ?  Never  was  fuch  a  fliamelel's  proftitntion  of  cha- 
rader !  But  you  would  no  longer  be  farprifcd  at  ir,  if  you  rould 
once  fee  the  mait% 

French 


174  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

French  nation  on  what  they  did,  if  they  faw  us  thus 
proftratc  and  feeble,  they  would  foon  take  advantage 
of  our  timidity  and  folly  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  would 
fhow  foreign  nations  that  we  are  determined  to  re- 
gulate our  own  afTairs,  in  our  own  way,  in  the  way 
of  juftice  ;  for  if  wc  went  on  in  the  prefcnt  humili- 
ating way,  he  fhould  not  be  furprifed  at  receiving  a 
note  from  the  French  Minifter,  faying  that  fuch  and 
fuch  a  law  mufl  be  repealed,  as  they  were  ofFenlive 
to  the  French  Dircdlory. 

Mr.  Dayton,  thinking  himfelf  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  jutl'  fat  down,  proceeded  to  afk  if  he 
meant  to  infmuate  that  he  was  actuated  by  other 
motives  than  the  good  of  his  country  ?  when  Mr. 
Harper  interrupted  him  by  faying  exprefsly,  he  had 
never  intimated  any  fuch  thing,  his  remarks  being 
confined  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  he  would  tell  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  when  he  would  ceafe  to  hear  this 
clamour  about  offending  foreign  nati6ns  :  it  would 
be  when  he  found  a  greater  difpolition  in  all  the  de- 
partments of  Government  for  preferving  the  peace  of 
this  country  :  when  he  was  convinced  they  had  as 
great  a  defire  to  prcferve  this  bleffing  as  he  had.  He 
did  not  believe  this  was  the  cafe  at  prefent ;  and  it 
was  from  this  diftruft  that  he  fufpeclcd  every  mea- 
fure  which  was  brouffht  before  them.  Was  he  not 
jufiificd,  he  afked,  in  faying  that  a  mcafurc  of  this 
kind  was  calculated  to  remove  peace  from  us,  as  it 
was  a  meafure  which  would  operate  wholly  (as  he 
Ijcfore  Aalcd)  again  ft  the  French  ?  He  faid  he  dif- 
claincd  to  anfwer  Vvhat  the  gentleman  had  iaid  about 
fear  ;  it  could  not  be  found  in  him  ;  and  he  thought 
that  gentleman  was  poffclfcd  of  no  fmall  degree  of 
aihirance,  to  fancy  that  he  (Mr.  N.)  vsas  lefs  attached 
to  the  intcreHs  of  this  country  than  he  himfelf  was. 
He  felt  as  fenfibly  for  this  country  as  any  man  ;  and 
therefore  he  could  not  help  cxprcfTing  his  apprehen- 

fions 


JULY,  1797.  175 

fions  of  war,  from  every  flep  which  the  gentleman 
feemed  inclined  to  take. 

Air.  Harper  believed  there  was  policy  in  preventing 
the  exportation  of  implements  of  war  which  might 
be  turned  aa'ainft  us.  He  did  not  accufe  the  centlc- 
man  from  Virginia  of  perfonal  fear  ;  he  believed 
he  was  incapable  of  it ;  but  he  doubted  whether  his 
zeal  for  lervinET  his  ov\-n  country  would  be  lb  srreat 
as  he  profelTed,  when  the  intcrefl:  of  another  country 
happened  to  clalh  with  that  of  his  own. 

After  a  very  long,  but  confufed  and  unintereHing 
debate,  the  bill  palled,  without  any  divilion  as  to 
its  main  objeci. 


Arming  A/';t/;j;7/W(?«.-— Wednefday,  June  7.  The 
Rcprefentatives  took  up  a  refolution  brought  forward 
by  Mr,  JV.  Smith  in  the  following  words  :  "  Relblved, 
"  that  provifion  be  made  by  law,  for  regulating  the 
"  armino;  of  the  merchant-veflels  of  the  United 
*'  States/' 

Mr.  JFiUidms  faid  it  was  well  known  that  a  num- 
ber of  our  merchantmen  were  arming  in  different 
ports  of  the  Union,  and  it  was,  therefore,  neceliary* 
to  regulate  this  buiinefs,  to  prevent  mifchief  being 
done.  Gentlemen  might  differ  in  opinion  with  re- 
fpecl  to  the  martial  law,  or  law  of  nations,  on  this 
fubje6l ;  but  all  would  with,  fince  veflcls  were  arm- 
ing, that  they  fhould  be  put  under  fome  reltraint. 
When  he  voted  for  manning  the  frigates,  he  did  it 
with  a  view  of  having  them  employed  in  the  defence 
of  our  coalts,  and  not  as  a  convoy.  Our  tituation, 
he  laid,  was  truly  critical,  and  he  was  undetermined 
how  far  it  would  be  proper  to  arm  the  merchant- 
vcllbls  of  the  United  States  ;  but,  to  prevent  mifchief, 
he  wifhed  the  refolution  might  be  agreed  to,  refer v- 
ing  to  himfelf  the  right  of  voting  ultimately  for  or 
ae;ainft  it.  It  mia;ht  afterwards  undcr2;o  fuch  modi- 
fication  as  fhould  be  found  necefTary. 

Lh'higJio7i 
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Lrclngjlon  (it  is  abfolutely  a  proftitution  of  tlie 
term  to  call  luch  a  man  Mijier)  oppofed  the  refolution 
ill  a  very  ft  up  id  fpeecli  *. 

Mr.  Coil  thought  the  provifion  lliould  be  made, 
but  he  willicd  the  object  to  be  defined.  He  could 
not  fay  that  he  could  lb  modity  the  refolution,  that 
he  could  himfelf  vote  for  it ;  he  had  not  made  up 
his  mind  upon  the  fubje6l  as  to  what  cafes  refiri(5tions 
fliould  be  made ;  but  in  order  to  take  the  fenfe  of 
the  Committee  lie  would  move  an  amendment,  in 
order  to  bring  the  fubject  before  them  :  it  was  to  in- 
fert  at  the  end  of  the  rclblution  "  hound  to  the  Raft 
*'   Indies  and  to  the  Mediterranean  -}~." 

Mr.  Harper  propofed  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  adding  the  word  "  IVeJT'  after  "  Eall,"  lb  as  to 
read  "  Eaft  and  Wcfl  Indies." 

Mr»  JV.  Smith  did  not  think  it  material  whether 
Weft  Indies  was  inferted,  or  the  amendment  was 


*  Lim'mgftou  fpoke  at  fome  length  againft  the  refolution,  and 
was,  cs  7ifuaU  followed  by  the  dear  little  man  wbofe  prefence  in 
Congrefs  reflects  fo  much  honour  on  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
He  always  comes  plodding  after  Mr.  Livingfton,  jufl  like  the  long- 
heeled,  bandy-legged  Sancho  Panza  at  tlie  heels  of  the  raw- 
boned  Knight  of  La  Mancha. 

After  this  cinipie  came  Monfieur  Gallatin.  A  precious  trio! — 
an  Amcricayi^  an  Englijhmuii,  and  an  Italian.  This  part  of  our 
Honfe  of  Reprcientatives  isfomething  like  the  group  that  followed 
Jlnacharfis  Cloots  (the  "  orator  of  the  genre  humain''')  to  the  bar  of 
the  Convention,  except  that  Cloots's  ^rwrr  humain  was  compofed  of 
a  gang  of  the  vilell  mhcreancs  that  ever  difgraced  a  gibbet ;  whereas 
every  one  knows  thar  Meffieiir>  I.ivingfton,  Svvanwick,  and  Gal- 
latin, are  men  of  unlliaken  credit,  of  reputation  fair  as  mountain 
fnow,  and  patriotifn^  ftiong  as  whilkey. 

f  This  Mr.  Coit  hab,  1  am  told,  always  been  a  fort  of  a  bufy- 
body.  The  amendment  he  now  pippofed  was  certainly  the  moft 
^vhlmfiral,  the  moft  abfnrd,  that  ever  came  athwart  the  brain  of  a 
JMarpIot.  It  amounts  to  exaclly  this ;  "  We  will  permit  our  mer- 
chantmen to  defend  tiicmfelvcs  againft  every  thing,  excepting  only 
thofc  vcho  attack  tl}cn:^  the  French  privateers  and  pirates."  And 
yet  this  Mr.  Coit  niakei  fliift  to  ptrl'uade  iome  of  the  good  New- 
£nglanders  that  he  is  a  Federalill ! 

rcjc6led 
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rcie<9ed  altogether  :  it  was  his  wilh  that  the  Com- 
mittee fhould  firfl  have  decided  upon  the  abftra^t 
principle.  Prefuming  it  to  be  the  exifting  law  of  this 
country  that  merchants  have  a  right  to  arm  their 
vcflelsj  he  wifhed  to  know  whether  it  was  their  with 
to  interfere  in  regulating  and  reflriciing  that  right. 
He  believed  the  modification  of  the  bufinefs  might 
very  well  have  been  done  in  the  bill.  He  would 
have  rifen  before  to  have  given  his  reafon  for  this, 
had  he  not  been  prevented  from  doing  fo  by  gentle- 
men who  had  complained  that  he  had  not  done  it. 
He  was  in  favour  of  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment ;  but  if  it  was  not  carried,  he  Ihould  be  againft 
the  amendment.  It  would  be  in  vain  to  take  into 
conlideration  the  Eaft  India  and  Mediterranean  trade, 
when  fpoliations  were  principally  committed  in  the 
Wefl  Indies  ;  when  indeed  the  objedt  of  the  prefent 
meeting  of  Congrefs  was  principally  to  take  into 
conlideration  the  proteftion  of  the  Well  India  and 
European  trade ;  he  prefumed  therefore,  if  they 
meant  to  do  any  thing  efFe(5lual,  they  fhould  take 
into confideration  the Wefllndiin  trade.  Gentlemen 
were  very  ready,  he  faid,  to  obje6l  to  every  plan 
brought  forward,  but  they  themfelves  propotcd  no- 
thing :  all  they  did  was  to  hold  out  alarms  of  war, 
though  every  one  exprelTed  a  defire  for  peace.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  (Mr.  Swanwick)  had 
obje6led  to  ihe  arming  of  merchant-veflels,  becaufe 
of  the  expenfe.  He  believed  the  merchants  of  the 
United  States  in  general  thought  differently,  though 
there  might  be  fome  merchants  in  this  city  who  would 
be  averfe  to  the  meafure.  As  to  the  expenfe,  he 
believed  the  expenle  of  fitting  out  the  veffels  would 
be  more  than  laved  in  the  infurance.  But  there  was 
a  farther  conlideration  :  by  this  mean  the  veffels  and 
feamen  would  be  prefervcd  to  the  United  States  ; 
v/hereas  if  it  were  not  adopted,  we  not  only  lofe  our 
veflels  and  men,  but  they  go  to  ftrengtbeu  the  power 
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of  a  nation  which  may  ufe  them  againft  us  ;  and 
nnlcfs  France  knew  that  this  Government  would  af- 
ford protection  to  its  veiTels,  we  might  expecl  them 
to  take  advantage  of  our  remiflhefs,  by  fpinning  out 
the  negotiation,  and  pkindering  our  property. — 
Something  had  been  faid  about  the  conduct  of  other 
neutral  nations  :  he  beheved  they  had  armed  their 
merchantmeuj  though  he  did  not  pledge  himfelt  to 
prove  it ;  but  if  this  was  not  the  cafe,  they  had  fleets 
to  convoy  their  trade.  We,  on  the  contrary,  had  no 
fleet,  nor  did  gentlemen  feem  dclirous  that  we  fhould 
have  any,  flnce  they  had  expreJJ'ed  their  'Uui/Jies  that  the 
frisfates  now  buildino;  ivere  burnt.  He  afl^ed  what 
was  to  become  of  the  commerce  of  this  country,  if 
we  refuted  to  prote6t  it  ?  If  we  v/ere  to  refort  to  an 
embargo,  what  would  be  the  confequences  ?  You 
would  not,  faid  he,  fuffer  your  vefTels  to  lie  up  for 
ever  :  after  a  time  they  v/ould  be  lent  out  again.  In 
cafe  of  an  embargo,  v/hat,  he  afked,  would  become 
of  our  teamen  ?  Thev  would  wander  about  the 
country,  difcontented,  and  perifliing  for  want.  What 
would  become  of  oin*  produce  ?  It  would  rot  upon 
the  wharfs. 

NIr.  S.  Sinlth  Cof  Baltimore)  conceived  that  Con- 
grefs  were  called  together  to  adopt  fuch  me.afures  as 
ivsre  hefi  calculated  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the  coimtry, 
by  means  of  negotiation,  and  to  fix  upon  fuch  means 
of  defence  as  would  not  be  injurious  to  the  country. 
It  was  his  opinion  that  the  Prelident  was  not  autho- 
rized by  law  to  prevent  the  vetrcls  of  merchants  being 
armed  ;  but  the  merchants  of  the  United  States 
would  readily  fubmit  to  any  lofs  rather  than  go  to 
vv'ar..  He  knew  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Philadelphia  merchants  ;  he  had  feen  many  of  them. 
Nor  had  he  met  with  one  native  American  who 
wilhed  to  go  into  this  arming  plan;  they  believe  it 
would  infringe  our  neutrality,  and  throw  us  into  a 
war.  When  l)c  came  here,  liiiinind  was  fcarccly  made. 

up 
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up  on  tlie  fubje^l ;  he  did  not  like  to  give  up  his 
right  to  defend  his  property,  but  he  had  found  this 
to  be  the  general  opinion,  and  therefore  he  brought 
forward  the  amendment,  which  had  been  well 
amended  by  the  gentleman  from  Connedlicut.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  lince  added  JVefi 
Indies^  and  this  brought  them  to  iflue ;  for  it  was 
v:ar  or  no  war.  If  the  latter  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  he  Ihould  be  for  firiking  out  the  whole,  leaving 
it  general,  becaufe,  the  Weft  Indies  in  it,  it  would 
be  particularly  pointed.  They  had  been  told  of  the 
iofs  fuflained  by  fpoliations,  and  where  it  fell  :  he 
believed  it  fell  upon  the  great  body  of  the  people  of 
America,  and  that  the  fall  in  the  price  of  produce 
had  been  occasioned  pri?icipally  by  the  Britijh  Admiral 
having  forhidden  the  carrying  of  our  provifions  to  ''Hif- 
^aniold.  The  Britifh  fleet  in  the  Welt  Indies,  he 
faid,  was  fupplied  with  provifions  from  Ireland  *, 
whilft  the  French  depended  upon  this  country  for 
fupplies;  fo  that  they  were  our  hejl  cujlomers  there. — 
The  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  feemed  to  think  it 
was  right  for  our  vefTels  to  go  into  rebel  ports  in  the 
Wefi  Indies ;  and  had  told  them  of  our  men  being 
taken  by  Vi61or  Hugues,  confidered  as  pirates,  and 
hung.  (Mr.  W.  Smith  denied  having  faid  our  citizens 
were  hung.)  Mr.  S.  read  Vi6lor  Hugues's  procla- 
mation (though  he  faid  he  had  no  more  rcfpe6l  for 
him  than  that  gentleman,  as  he  had  loft  fix.  or  feven 
thoufand  dollars  by  him),  and  faid  that  thofe  ports 
were  not  confidered  as  rebel  ports  which  were  taken 

*  The  felf-contradiftions  of  the  French  faftion  are  endlefs. 
The  reader  may  remember,  that  when  the  obje(?t  was  to  decry  the 
terms  ot  the  Britifli  treaty  they  faid  that  the  Enghfli  Weft  India 
iilands  depended  folely  on  this  country  for  provifions,  and  thereiore 
this  country  could  have  pinned  Great  Britain  down  to  any  terms  ic 
chofe  ;  but  now,  behold  !  when  the  objeft  is  to  make  light  of  the 
cuftom  of  thole  iilands,  we  are  told,  that  they  do  not  buy  Ameri- 
can provilions,  \)\x\.dixc  fupplied  altogether  from  Ireland, 

N  2  ^ 
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ly  theEnghJh  (Cape  Nichola  Mole  was  one  orthofe), 
hut  merely  thofe  which  ivere  in  a  Jiate  of  rebellion,  to 
which  if  we  are  determined  to  trade,  it  would  cer- 
tainly lead  to  war.  Mr.  S.  iniifted  that  the  French 
trade  carried  on  to  the  Weft  Indies  was  a  produ6tive 
one,  and  that  payments  were  in  general  made  aspindiial 
as  in  any  other  part^  and  referred  to  Major  Momit- 
fiorence's  letter  for  an  a<ft  of  generofity  never  Ihown 
by  the  Britiili ;  nay,  he  thought  there  was  a  better 
chance  of  getting  money  owing  from  France  than  there 
was  of  getting  it  for  any  fpoliations  by  the  Britiili, 
and  now  under  adjudication  *. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  day's  debate  Monfieur  Swan- 
wick,  the  honourable  Reprefcntative  of  Philadelphia, 

afferted 


*  Of  all  the  fpeeches  ever  delivered  within  the  walls  of  Con- 
grefs,  this  is  certainly  the  moft  iiilulting  to  the  underftandings  of 
the  people.  I  have  not  time  to  enter  into  a  full  refutation  of  all 
the  aflertions  contained  in  it ;  but  iome  of  tliem  I  cannot  pafs  over 
for  a  moment,  and  among  thefe  is  the  audacious  vindication  of 
Viclor  Hugites.  The  arrcteoi  this  cannibal,  gorged  with  American 
blood  and  plunder,  Monfieur  Smith  fays,  does  not  confider  as 
rebel  ports  thofe  'which  ivcre  taken  hy  the  EngUfa,  This  is  an  abfolute 
falfehood.  We  all  know  that  Martinico,  St.  Lucia,  Tobago,  Dcma- 
rara,  Rerbice,  Port-au-Prince,  St.  Mark's,  and  Jeremie,  iwr<:  taken 
hy  the  Englijh.  Martinico  itood  a  fiege  of  nearly  a  month,  and  the 
General  Rochambeau,  who,  with  his  garrifon,  was  mad<f  prifoner 
of  war,  is  now  adually  in  the  fervice  of  the  five  defpots.  Of  the 
other  ports,  which  the  arrete  declares  rebel  ports,  three  coft  the 
Englifli  a  great  number  of  lives,  and  the  others  furrendered  becaufe 
they  were  unable  to  defend  thenifehes ;  and  yet  Smith  of  Baltimore 
has  the  afliirance  to  fay,  that  Viftor  Ilugues's  arreto  did  not  include 
thofe  ports  'which  ivere  take?i  hy  the  Enj^lijh  !  Other  defenders  of  the 
French  have  generally  fome  regard  to  truth  in  the  ftatement  of 
well-known  fads  ; — but  the  Baltimore  Smith  boldly  fets  fliame  at 
defiance,  throws  afide  the  veil  of  the  pietended  patriot,  and  af- 
fumes  the  audacious  tone  of  the  vulture  of  Guadaloupe. 

When  Monfieur  Smith  fays  that  the  French  are  our  beft  cuflomers, 
he  undoubtedly  ufed  the  word  our  as  relating  to  himfclf  and  his 
partners,  and  therefore  I  fliall  not  contradiiSt  his  allertion.  lam 
willing  alfo  to  believe  that  the  French  are  very  punctual  in  their 
payments  to  him  ;  but  as  to  their  being  fo  "  in  general,"  I  would 
uy  it  is  an  impudent  falf«ihood5  if  it  were  not  unneceflary.  With, 
^  •  refpedi; 
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alTerted  that  "  a  greater  number  of  our  veflels  were 
"  taken  in  the  Well  Indies  by  the  Britifh,  than  by 
«^  the  French." 

Mr.  Harper,  in  reply,  took  notice  that,  on  a  former 
occafion,  the  gentleman  had  faid  that  the  depredations 
of  the  BritllTi  were  equal  to  thofe  of  the  French, 
but  now  he  told  them  they  were  much  greater.     Mr. 
H.  faid  he  then  called  upon  him  for  his  proof,  and 
he  referred  him  to  the  infurance  offices.    He  had  ac- 
cordingly applied  to  them  ;  and  though  he  had  not 
yet  got  his  information  complete,  fuch  as  it  was,  he 
would  lay  it  before  the  Committee.     From  the  In- 
furance Company  of  Pennfylvania  he  found  that, 
fince  the  iirft  of  January,  the  French  had  taken  four 
fliips,  five   brigs,  and  three  fchooners,  infured  in 
that  office,  and  the  Britiffi  only  two  brigs  in  the 
fame  time.     From    the  North   America  Infurance 
Office  his  account  was  lefs  complete,  as  it  went  back 
to  the  beginning  of  1796,  and  ended  with  the  end 
of  it,  when  the  fpoliations  of  the  French  were  not 
fo  great  as  they  have  been  lince.     The  total  amount 
of  Britifh  captures  during  that  period  was  99,274 
dollars;    of  French  2,71,000.     But  he  believed,  if 
the  account  was  brought  up  to  the  prefent  date,  the 
French  fpoliations  would  be  ten  tmes  the  amount  oi 
the  Britifh. 

After  a  good  deal  mpre  debating,  the  bill  grounded 
on  Mr.  Smith's  refolution  was  finally  rcje»Sled. 


Privateering. — -Thurfday,  June  8.  The  bill  fcnt 
down  from  the  Senate,  "  to  prevent  citizens  of  the 
*'  United  States  from  privateering  againfi  nations  in 

refpeft  to  there  being  "  a  better  chance  of  getting  paid  by  the 
French  than  by  the  Britidi,"  luch  an  affertion  might  have  bt-en  ex- 
pected from  a  piccaroon  citizen  in  partncrjlyip  luith  Citizen  Barney  ; 
but  from  Monfieur  Smith  of  Baltimore,  the  Reprefentatives  of  a 
commercial  city,  a  man  of  tried  patriotifm  and  virtue,  no  one 
would  have  c:ipeded  it. 

N  3  *'  amity 
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"  amity  with  the  United  States,"  was  taken  up  for  a 
third  reading,  and  palTed  without  a  divifion.  This 
was  only  becaufe  the  United  States  were  yet  iia  amity 
with  France ;  if  this  had  not  been  the  cafe,  the  bill 
■would  never  have  paffed  fo  quietly.  Indeed  this  bill 
did  not  become  a  law  without  fome  flight  attempts, 
on  the  part  of  the  French  fa6lion,  to  manage  the 
matter  fo  that  Americans  might  privateer  in  the  fliips 
or  under  the  commiliion  of  France. 


For I'lficat ions. — Monday,  June  12.  The  Repre- 
fentatives  took  up  the  bill  "  for  providing  for  the 
*^  further  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbours  of  the 
*'  United  States."  This  debate  exhibited  a  fpecimen 
of  the  effedt  of  thofc  jarring  interefts  vv^hich  mufl 
eternally  interrupt  the  harmony,  and  enfeeble  the 
powers  of  a  confederation  of  independent  States. — 
Mr,  Smith  (of  S.  C.)  propofed  to  appropriate  for  the 
purpofe  of  fortifications,  two  hundred  thoufand 
dollars, 

Mr,  Dayton^  the  Speaker,  wifhed  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  would  withdraw  his  motion,  to 
give  way  to  an  amendment  which  he  wifned  to  in- 
troduce. He  mentioned  that  it  was  to  inlert  "  pro- 
vided that  no  part  of  the  money  herein  appropri- 
ated be  expended  upon  fortifications,  except  in 
'^  cafes  v,/here  the  jurifd'i6ilonJhall have  been  previoujiy 
*'  ceded  to  the  United  States.^'' 

Mr.  IViIliatns  (of  New-York)  fuppofed  this  amend- 
ment as  particularly  pointed  again  ft  the  State  of  New- 
York,  becaufe  the  Legiflature  of  that  State  had  not 
ceded  the  jurifdidlion  of  their  fortifications  to  the 
United  States.  It  had  been  a  matter  of  conliderable 
altercation  in  that  State,  and  he  believed  its  vicinity 
to  New-York  was  the  reafon  its  territory  had  not 
been  given  up.  The  Legiflature  of  New- York,  he 
faid,  did  not  meet  till  January  ;  therefore,  except 
fomethingwas  now  done,  it  would  not  be  in  time  to 

}iave 
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have  any  ejftect.  If  the  fnm  appropriated  was  in  any 
refpedt  adequate,  Mr.  W.  faid,  a  work  would  be 
commenced  at  the  Narrows,  which  was  certainly  the 
onlv  place  upon  which  a  Ibrtification  c.ould  be  erei!^ed 
for  (he  complete  defence  of  that  harbour.  A  good 
fortification  there,  he  faid,  would  be  a  general  be- 
nefit to  the  United  States,  as  four  fifteenths  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  Union  was  collected  in  that 
port.  He  tliought  it  proper,  therefore,  in  order  to 
quiet  the  minds  of  fo  large  a  body  of  the  community, 
that  fome  attention  fliould  be  paid  to  the  fortifying 
of  this  port  :  even  if  no  interruption  of  the  peace  of 
the  country  was  expe61ed,  it  w^ould  be  right  to  attend 
to  this  bulinefs.  The  fooner  a  fortification  was  begun 
at  the  Narrows  the  better,  and  he  trufted  a  handlbmc 
fum  would  be  appropriated  for  the  purpofe  :  the  great 
beneliis  wliich  muil  refult  from  a  well-conftrucled 
fortification  at  the  Narrows,  botli  to  the  Union  and 
the  State  of  New-York,  was  obvious  to  all  who  were 
acquainted  with  its  fituation  ;  he  therefore  hojied  the 
amendment  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dayton  believed  the  gentleman  from  New- 
York,  when  he  taid  that  State  had  no  intention  of 
feparating  from  the  Union  ;  if  they  had,  he  fuppofed 
they  would  not  be  permitted,  at  leaft  not  before  they 
had  paid  their  debt.  But  gentlemen  fay,  Will  you 
coerce  the  Lcgiflature  to  give  you  the  jurildi6rion  of 
their  fortilications  ?  Fie  faid.  No.  As  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  had  Itated  three  years  ago,  he 
had  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  all  the  money  ex- 
pended on  thote  works  would  be  thrown  away,  fo 
far  as  they  were  intended  for  a  defence  agalnft  armed 
fhips.  They  might  indeed  be  of  ufe  to  the  city  ip 
preferving  its  peace  and  aiding  its  municipal  regula- 
tions ;  but  an  armed  velTel  would  always  pafs  them 
with  a  fair  wind  and  tide.  He  owned  his  amending 
was  intended  to  operate  in  part  again  ft  New- York  ; 
but  if  gentlemen  would    bring  forward  a  plan  for 

■J5   4  ereding 
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ere6iing  a  forfiiication  at  the  Narrows,  with  a  pro- 
pofition  to  approprjate  to  that  purpofe  the  deht  due 
frojn  them  to  the  United  States,  they  fliould  have  his 
vote.  What  was  the  State  of  New-York  more  than 
others  ?  New-Jerfey  had  ceded  the  territory  of  a 
light-houfe,  and  Pennfylvaniahad  ceded  Mud  liland. 
And  except  they  would  confent  to  do  what  others 
did,  they  could  not  expeci  the  fame  advantage. 

Mr.  Brooks  complained  of  what  had  fallen  from 
the  gentleman  from  New-Jerfey,  with  refpe6l  to  the 
debt  of  New-York ;  fpokc  of  the  territory  of  the 
light-houfe  ceded  by  New-Jcrfey,  as  ten  or  fifteen 
miles  of  fand,  which  would  not  raife  •vjater-melons ; 
and  of  this  amendment,  as  intended  iojink  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  (of  S.  Carolina),  feeing  the  amendment 
adopted,  hoped  that  leave  would  not  be  given  for 
the  Committee  to  proceed  any  further  in  tlie  bufincfs. 
In  tliis  wifli  he  was  joined  by  the  New- York  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  (of  Maryland)  faid,  becaufe  the 
States  of  New-York  and  South  Carolina  had  not  done 
what  they  ought  to  do,  though  the  country  was  iu 
danger,  yet  no  other  port  muit  be  attended  to.  This 
looked  as  if  thofe  gentlemen  thought  the  defence  of 
the  Union  depended  wholly  upon  them. 

Mr.  Williams  (of  New -York)  replied,  that  if  the 
country  were  in  danger,  the  whole  Ihould  be  forti- 
fied ;  but  if  not  (as  feemed  to  be  the  opinion  of  gen- 
tlemen in  refufing  to  do  any  thing  towards  fecuring 
two  of  as  important  harbours  as  any  in  the  Union), 
then  there  was  no  occalion  for  any. 

When  Dayton's  amendment  came  before  the  Iloufe, 
Gallatin  rote  and  oppoled  it.  He  faid  he  had  voted 
for  this  amendment,  becaufe  he  conceived  it  to  be 
founded  on  juft  principles;  and  as  he  fhould  now 
vote  again il  it,  it  was  ncceflary  to  give  his  realbns 
for  doing  fo.  He  believed  the  principle  jufl,  and 
!}rcper  lo  be  ufcd  whenever  the  United  States  ihould 
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go  into  a  general  plan  of  fortifications ;  but  as  this 
was  only  meant  for  a  temporary  provition  againil 
danger,  that  danger  might  be  greatell,  and  the  at- 
liftance  wanted  moft,  at  a  place  which  was  not  ceded. 
Belides,  he  beheved  there  was  not  a  tingle  State  in 
the  United  States  had  ceded  exclufi've  jnrifdlcfion  of 
their  territory^  according  to  the  conftitntion  ;  and 
therefore  this  nrovifion  excluded  the  whole  from  re- 
lief; as  every  ceilion  which  had  been  made  provided 
for  a  concurrent  jurlfd'iB'ion  of  the  State.  So  far  as  it 
related  toPennfylvania,  fhe  would  not  be  entitled  to 
any  fupport,  becaufe  fhe  not  only  refervcd  a  concur- 
rent jurifdifcion,  but  provided  that  if  the  cefiion  was 
not  accepted  within  one  year  it  would  be  void  ;  and 
more  than  one  year  had  now  elapfed,  and  the  cefiion 
was  not  accepted. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  the  amendment, 
and  it  was  toil  by  a  great  majority  *. 

The  fum  was  at  lafl:  fixed  at  1 15,000  dollars,  and 
the  bill  pafTed  into  a  law  by  a  majority  oifcven  only  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  obierved  here,  that  Gallatin,  with 
many  others  who  had  oppofed  Dayton's  aincndment, 
did  ^everthelefs  oppofe  the  paffing  of  the  bill.  They 
were  for  no  defence  at  all.  They  wilhed  the  coaft,  as 
well  as  the  commerce,  to  continue  expoled  to  France. 
One  M'-Dowell  of  North  Carolina  was  very  open  and 
impudent  in  his  oppolition.  He  thought  it  wrong, 
he  faid,  "  to  throw  away  fo  much  money  on  fortiii- 
*^  cations,  which  he  faid  could  be  of  yio  nfe  ;  for 


*  Thus  we  fee  that  the  rejedion  of  this  amendment  was  entirely 
owing  to  the  circumllance  of  Pennfylvania  having  ivferved  a  con' 
current  jurifdiSlion  over  the  fortified  places  in  her  territoi-y,  and  that 
refcrvation  is  to  be  afcribed  to  her  iinvviUingntfs  to  give  vip  a  jot 
of  her  power  to  the  federal  government.  But  had  it  hapj)ened 
that  file  had  made  a  full  cellion  of  the  territory,  aJl  her  members 
would  have  voted  for  the  amendment :  and  thus  the  ports  which 
alone  were  worth  for:iiyj,ig,  viz.  Bofton,  New-York,  and  Chnrlef- 
ton,  would  not  have  had  a  farthih";  of  tiie  appiopriatioas  laid 
put  on  them. 

"   though 
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thou?;h  they  might  prevent  an  enemy  from  landing 
at  the  particular  point  where  tlicy  were  fixed, 
they  could  not  prevent  them  from  landhig  at  fome 
neighbouring  Ipot ;  and  being  landed,  they  ivouJd 
take  pqJJe£ion  of  the  fort,  and  turn  the  guns  aguinji 
curfelvcs  *."  ^ 

Milit'ui. — Wcdncfday,  June  15.    A  refolution  was 


*  This  Mr.  M'Dowell  is  famous,  and  has  long  been  fo,  not  for 
blundeiiiig  and  n-'Sking  hulls,  but  for  talking  ftieer  nonfenfe  ;  mere 
goofe  gabbic,  that  has  neither  objecl  nor  meaning.  He  was  an 
oflicer  lall  war:  1  have  heard  him  from  his  ieat  boaft  of  his  fer- 
viccs,  and  I  believe  ol  his  wounds.  Such  a  man  ought  to  underfcand 
fcniething  ahuut  fortiiication.  I  do  not  mean  that  he  ought  to 
iindeirtand  the  detail  of  military  architefture  ;  1  flialj  even  admit 
that  he  might  be  of  fervice  as  an  ofKcer  without  underftanding  its 
principles;  but  he  cerrainly  ought  to  know  fomething  of  the  ufe 
<)f  a  woik  or  fnrtreO,  when  conflrufted.  The  galJant  Mr. 
M'Dowell  fcf  ms,  however,  to  know  no  more  about  the  matter  than 
the  Peruvians  did  of  naval  architefture,  when  they  took  Cortez's 
fnip  for  a  great  beafl.  •'  P^ortifications,"  fays  this  old  foldier, 
■'  can  be  of  no  ufe,  becaufe  they  cannot  prevent  the  enemy  landing 
*'  on  fome  neighbouring  fpot."  That  is  to  fay,  they  are  of  no  ufe, 
becaufe,  though  they  are  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  point  where 
they  are  erected,  they  cannot  defend  a  point  where  they  are  not ! 
The  fecond  obje6lion  is,  a  fort  is  a  real  injury  to  the  country  it  is 
intended  to  defend.  And  why,  Mr.  M'Doweli  t  "  Becaule  the 
*'  enemy  being  landed  at /<JW(?  c//^fr />»/«/,  would  take' poffertion  of 
"  the  tort,  and /«?■«  the  guns  againji  ourfelvaJ"  Now,  thou  fa- 
pient  engineer,  permit  me  to  afk  thee  another  queftion  or  two  : 
fnppofe  the  enemy  landed  at  feme  other  point,  muft  he  not  come  to 
tlje  fort,  before  he  can  get  poflelilon  of  it  ?  And  if,  when  in  pof- 
feflion,  he  can  turn  your  guns  againft  yon,  cannot  you,  while  you 
have  the  poiftffion,  turn  your  guns  againft  him?  The  idea  of  a 
fort  being  n/elejs,  becaufe  it  cannot  command  the  whole  coail  or 
frontier  of  a  country,  is  worthy  of  the  brain  of  an  infant  prattling 
on  its  father's  knee.  Thofe  who  know  any  thing  of  tallies,  or 
have  profited  from  the  perufal  of  hiftory,  know,  that  a  well-con- 
flrudted  fortrefs  with  two  thouiand  men,  is  of  as  much  ufe  in  the 
defence  of  a  country,  as  an  encamped  army  of  twenty  thoufand 
horfe  and  foot.  Congreve  reprefents  a  foldier  with  his  guts  in  his 
head  and  his  biains  in  his  belly  :  I  do  not  pofitively  affirm  that  Mr. 
M'Dowell  comes  up  to  this  defcripton  ;  but  I  muft  confcfs,  that, 
if  1  am  to  judge  of  his  military  talents  by  the  above  fpeech,  1  would 
nottruft  him  vvidi  a  corporal's  command,  that  is,  three  men.- 

3  propofed 
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propofcd  by  Mr.  BIo?mt  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  in  the  following  words  : 

Refolved,  that  piovifion  ought  to  be  made  by 

law  for  putting  80,000  militia  of  the  United  States, 
**  in  equal  proportions  from  the  feveral  States,  in  a 
^'  Jiate  of  requijitionr 

Mr.  Thatcher  objeded  to  the  word  reqmfit'ion  — 
However  fond  that  gentleman  might  be  of  tlie  French 
phrafes,  he  did  not  wifh  to  imitate  them  in  their  ex- 
preilions  in  our  legiflative  a6ls.  He  had  no  objection 
to  the  holdmg  of  fuch  a  number  of  men  in  readinefs 
— but  he  hoped  the  fentiment  would  be  expreffed  in 
our  language. 

Mr.  JS/ozw/ fuppofed  he  fhould  be  told,  becaufe  he 
nfed  the  word  requifitlon  in  his  refolution,  that  he 
was  one  of  Xhe  fadious.  He  believed  if  the  gentle- 
man looked  over  the  old  Congreiiional  proceedings, 
he  would  find  that  the  demands  made  upon  the 
States  were  called  requifiiions  *.  He  had,  however, 
no  obje6lion  to  any  other  word  which  had  the  lame 
meaning.  He  thou2i;ht  the  objedlion  a  trifling  one, 
and  fuch  as  the  gentleman  ought  to  be  afiiamed  of 
making. 

Mr.  Thatcher  replied,  that  he  did  not  often  fay  any 
thing  of  which  he  was  afhamed ;  that  he  had  faid 
nothing  about  French  fa Bions  ;  but  it  was  an  old  fay- 
ing, "  That  a  guilty  co?ifcience  needs  no  acciifcr''' 


*  The  gentleman  might  have  mentioned  a  great  many  other 
inftances,  in  which  the  French  revolutionifts  have  obfervcd  a  clofe 
imitation  of  the  old  Congrefs  of  America.  Their  Committees  of 
fccrecy^  q{  public  fafety  (falut  publique)  ;  their  i7itrigH:ng  ivith  tbs 
people  of  other  countrie's  ;  their  'various  and  varying  uddrcjj'ei  ;  their 
htwx^appoiiited  to  produce  conciliation y  and  their  rendering  concilia' 
tion  impojfihle ;  and  many  other  thing?,  in  which  I  preiume  Mr. 
Blount  would  not  with  them  to  find  imitators  in  the  prefent  Con- 
gi'efs. 

Mr. 
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Mr,  Blount  (with  a  good  deal  of  warmth)  faid  he 
fhould  take  from  no  man,  with  wipunily,  fuch  lan- 
guage as  that.  [There  was  a  loud  call  to  order  *.] 

Mr.  Skinner  hoped  that  the  law  would  not  require 
the  80,000  men  to  be  called  out  immediately,  but  "at 
*'  fuch  time  as  the  Prefident  fhould  think  nccefTary.*' 
The  expenfe,  he  faid,  of  calling  out  this  detachment 
inMaflachufetts  would  not  be  iefsthan  200,000  dol- 
lars ;  and  he  could  not  fee  any  objedlion  to  leaving  it 
to  the  Prefident  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  putting 
the  meafure  into  execution.  This  amendment  pafTed. 

Mr.  Sezvall  laid,  though  there  might,  in  theopinion 
of  the  Prefident,  be  a  neceflity  for  calling  out  a  part 
of  thefe  men,  there  might  not  be  occafion  for  calling 
out  the  whole  ;  he  therefore  moved  the  following 
amendment,  viz.  "  or  of  any  lefs  number,  which, 
*'  in  his  opinion,  the  fervice  may  require." 

Mr.  Bloimi  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  this 
motion,  except  it  w  ere  with  an  intention  to  fave  ex- 
penfe, which  it  would  not  efFecf  ;  as,  if  the  detach- 
ment muit  be  made,  8000  men  would  colt  as  much 
organizing  as  80,000.  He  thought  we  ought  at  all 
times  to  have  this  portion  of  our  militia  ready  for 
any  call  that  could  be  made. 

Mr.  Se-iz-aU  faid  his  intention  was  to  fave  expenfe. 
In  1794  he  knew  a  great  expenfe  had  been  incurred 
in  Malfachufetts,  and  it  had  been  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  men  employed. 

Mr.  Jniliams  obfcrvcd  that  80,000  men  would  be 
about  one  tenth  part  of  the  whole  militia  of  the 
United _Slales  ;  but  if  only  one  twentieth  part  was 

*  This  ended  in  a  challenge  on  the  part  of  Blount,  which  Mr. 
Thatcher  had  too  much  lenfe  to  accept  of.  It  will  appear,  in  the 
coiirfe  of  this  work,  thnt  Blount  can  bear  to  be  called  ibmething 

wojfc  than  a  partljan  of  Frame. 

wantcdj 

2> 
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wanted,  little  more  than  half  the  expcnfe  would  be 
incurred. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  in  favour  of  holding  8  0,000  men 
in  ^readinefs.  Tliis  was  done  in  1794  ;  and  though 
he  did  not  think  we  had  now  fo  much  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend danger,  yet  he  would  wifh  to  be  in  a  flatc 
of  preparation.  He  had  no  objection  to  leaving  the 
time  of  calhng  out  the  militia  to  the  Prelident,  but 
not  the  number. 

Mo?ifieur  Dayton  faid,  if  the  iituatlon  of  things  juf- 
tified  tlie  call  for  8c,ooo  men,  he  fhould  be  the  lall 
to'  objedt  to  it;  but  he  did  not  think  It  did.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  laid,  it  would 
be  no  inconvenience  to  his  State  ;  it  would  be  very 
different  In  many  other  States.  In  New-Jerfey  (as 
he  had  before  ftated)  it  vvould  be  felt  very  confider- 
ably.  Men  mufl  have  bounties,  and  their  pay  made 
equal  to  the  price  of  labour.  There  would  not  only 
be  required  a  new  organization  and  claffificallon,  but 
alfo  an  infpefiion  of  arms  and  accoutrements.  He  be- 
lieved all  this  would  be  done  under  this  law  if  it  paffed 
in  the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  whatever  might  be  the  ex- 
pcnfe and  inconvenience  it  put  them  to.  If  he  thought 
there  was  any  danger^  he  would  not  have  objedled  to 
the  meafure.  He  did  7iot,  hoivsver^  think  ive  JJiould 
have  a  ivar ;  and  if  luch  an  event  v/ere  to  take  place, 
he  did  not  think  there  was  a  probability  of  an  in- 
vafion.  Our  Iituatlon  in  1794,  he  faid,  was  very 
different.  We  were  then  not  only  depredated  upon 
by  the  Britlfh  at  lea,  but  Lord  Dorchclier  had  iffued 
his  warlike  proclamation;  the  Indians  were  counted, 
and  had  their  tomahawks  in  their  hands  uplifted  and 
ready  to  ftrike  !  Believing,  therefore,  the  meafure 
to  be  unnecefiary,  and  that  it  would  operate  un- 
equally, he  fliould  vote  for  this  amendment,  which 

would 
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would   leave   it  to  the  Prefident  to  detach  fuch  a 
number  of  men  as  he  fhall  beheve  neceffary  *. 

Mofi/ieur  Macon  was  forry  any  amendment  had  ta- 
ken place,  lince  he  could  not  now  move  to  ftrike  out 
the  firlt  lecfhion  of  the  bill,  in  order  to  lee  whether 
the  Houfe  meant  to  pafs  the  bill  at  all ;  for  he  was 
of  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  New-Jerfey,  that 
there  was  no  occafion  for  it.  He  was  certain  that  this 
hifinefs  could  not  he  carried  into  effe^  without  expenfe. 
And  if  an  invafion  were  to  take  place,  only  a  few  of 
thelc  men  could  be  drawn  into  the  fervice  'f. 


*]M.  Dayton  can  fee  no  danger  ^■^ooxhXxxs.^  man!  He  muil 
know  that  the  French  are  refolved  to  accept  of  no  atonement  fliort 
of  abfolute  degradation  ;  and  yet  he  can  fee  no  danger  \  He  is,  I 
fiippole,  ready  to  crouch  down  before  them  :  his  imagined  fecurity 
lies  in  his  difpofition  to  fubmit ;  for  fubmit  l\e  muft,  or  he  muft  re- 
folve  to  refill,  and  as  he  has  made  ule  of  every  quirk,  quibble,  and 
trick,  to  get  rid  of  every  meafure  of  refiftance,  we  may  fairly  con- 
clude that  he  has  prepared  his  neck  (if,  indeed,  it  was  not  made 
on  purpofe)  for  the  yoke. 

He  was  aware  that  fome  would  exclaim,  What !  can  Mr.  Day- 
ton fee  no  danger  ?  The  confifcating  Mr.  Dayton,  who,  in  1794, 
when  Great  Britain  was  in  queftion,  was  for  feizing  on  the  property 
of  honeft  unfufpefting  creditors,  and  who  cheerfully  voted  for 
81,000  militia,  as  he  would  have  done  for  800,000 — can  this 
prompt  and  decifive  repeller  of  injuries  now  fee  no  danger  ?  Aware 
of  this,  Mr.Dayton  thought  proper  to  obferve,  that  "our  fituatiorrin 
1794  was  very  different."  So  it  was  indeed.  Then  there  was  no 
danger,  and  then  Mr.  Dayton  was  brave.  The  depredations  on  our 
commerce  committed  by  Britain  never  amounted  to  above  one  ninth 
part  of  the  fum  which  had  been  feized  by  the  French  ;  the  Britifh 
never  made  prifoners  of  our  feamen.  As  to  Mr.  Dayton's  old  fal- 
lified  ftory  about  Lord  Dorchefter  and  the  tomahawk,  there  is  now 
baldly  any  one  ftupid  enough  to  liften  to  it.  In  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  it  is  almoft  an  infult  to  the  readers  of  a  public  paper 
to  attempt  to  controvert  the  grofs  abfurdities  contained  in  the  fpeech 
of  the  Speaker.  He  is  either  ftone  blind  himfelf,  or  he  wants  to 
put  our  eyes  out  X  if  the  former,  he  is  an  object  of  our  pity,  if  the 
latter,  of  our  indignation. 

-j-  As  Monfieur  Dayton's  fpeech  is  remarkable  for  blindnefs,  fo 
Jrlonlicur  Macon's  is  for  penetration.    The  piercipg  optics  of  this 

latter 
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%Ir.  Skinner  hoped  the  bill  would  not  pafs  at  all. 
It  was  well  known  that  there  was  an  alarm  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  with  refped  to  war;  and  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  if  this  rneafure  was  palfed,  it 
would  be  luppofed  ihere  were  Icrious  apprehenfions 
of  war*.  He  had,  belides,  another  objedlion  to 
the  paffinf!;  of  this  bill.  War  had  been  apprehended  by 
many.  Officers  and  men  were  a  good  deal  divided 
with  refpect  to  the  relative  lituation  of  our  country  : 
if  this  bill  paf<,  they  will  fpeculate  npon  meallires  ; 
they  will  go  into  difcuffions  which  will  neither  tend 
to  flrenMnen  the  Government,  nor  increafe  erood 
neighbourhood.  He  therefore  hoped  it  would  not 
pafs. 


latter  Monfieur  have  enabled  him  to  difcover,  and  he  a6tually  hns 
difcovered,  that  the  bringing  of  80,000  ar?ne(I  men  into  the  field  will 
le  attended  with  fome  expenfe.  "  Yes,"  fays  he,  *'  I  am  certain  that 
"  this  bufinefs  cannot  be  carried  into  effeft  without  expenfe." 
There's  a  conjuror  for  you  !  If  he  had  lived  in  New-England 
about  a  century  ago,  he  would  certainly  have  been  hanged  tor  a 
wizard. 

*  Mr.  Skinner  is  afraid  to  vote  for  the  So,ooo  men  for  fear  of 
alarming  the  country.  Congrefs  is  called  together  on  account  of  the 
aeereffions  of  France  ;  the  Prefident  recommends  defenfive  mea- 
fures ;  the  Houfe  of  Reprentatives  pafs  feveral  bills  in  puri'uance  of 
thefc  recommendations  ;  the  Houfe  in  a  body,  and  every  individual 
member,  exprefs  a  determination  to  defend  their  countiy;  and,  af- 
ter all  this,  Mr.  Skinner  is  afraid  to  call  out  a  part  of  the  militia, 
left  ^'■itfiouldhefuppofed  that  there  "oxt  ferious  apprehenfions  of 
war !"  After  fix  weeks  fpent  in  talking  about  meafures  of  defence, 
the  gentleman  feems  to  be  afraid  that  we  fljall  think  them  in. 
earneft.  He  niay  quiet  his  fears  ;  for  there  are  very  few  people,  I 
believe,  who  do  not  look  upon  it  as  a  inere  farce.  Another  ot  Mr. 
Skinner's  fears  feems  to  be  better  founded.  He  is  afraid  that  the 
militia,  when  called  out,  will,  inftead  of  fighting  to  defend  the  Go- 
vernment, fall  to  Jifputing  alout  its  tneafures.  This  they  mod  cer- 
tainly will.  They  would,  indeed,  do  the  fame  thing  at  home ;  but 
I  perfectly  agree  with  the  gentleman,  that  it  wouUi  be  l^etrer  for 
them  to  difpute  in  little  knots  of  a  dozen  or  two  unarmed,  than  in 
whole  regiments  armed  with  ball  and  bayonet, 

.    The 


192  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

The  bill,  after  a  good  deal  more  debating,  pafled 
by  a  conliderable  majority,  fixing  the  number  of  men 
which  each  State  fliould  fiirnifh  on  the  balls  of  the 
number  of  white  inhabitaMs,  as  follows: 


Tcnncfiee,              — 

806 

Georgia,              — 

— 

1.334 

S.  Carolina,              — 

— 

3.535 

N.  Carolina,             — 

7,268 

Kentucky,             — 

1,542 

Virginia,              — 

,— 

11,150 

Maryland,              — 

5,262 

Delaware,              — 

.  1,168 

Pcunlylvania,              — 

10,690 

New-  crfi^v,              — 

■   4,286 

New- York,             — 

— 

7.923 

Conneclfcut,              — 

5,S6o 

Rhode  Ifland,              — 

1,616 

Maffachufctts,             — 

11,836 

New-Hampfiiire, 

3^55^ 

Vermont,             — - 

— — 

2,150 

*  Total, 

80,000 

ArtlJlerw — Tuefday,  June  20.  The  Rcprefent- 
ativcs  took  iip  a  bill  fcnt  down  from  the  Senate  '*for 
*-*  railing  an  additional  corps  of  artillery." 

The  bill  was  oppoled  by  Mr.  Giles  and  Smith  of 
Baltimore,  and  was  ably  fupported  by  Mr.  IVilliam 
Smith,  the  fpiritcd  and  eloquent  member  for  Charlef- 
ton,  South  Carolina,  who  concluded  his  I'pcech  with 
obferving,  that   when  an  increafe  of  the  navy  was 


*  Thi=  looks  nobly  on  paper  ;  but  there  it  ends.  The  80,000 
jnen  u  ill  never  parade,  they  will  never  be  drawn  np  in  hattaiioa 
any  where  but  on  paper.  I  do  not  think  it  poffible  to  colieft  to- 
gether, I  mean  to  embody  and  bring  into  aftual  iervice,  five  thou- 
fand  militia-mcn  in  the  whole  United  States, 

under 
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under  conilderatlon,  Mr.  S.  faid,  gentlemen  ex- 
claimed, Leave  trade  to  take  care  of  itfclf^  and  let  us 
attend  to  the  internal  defence  of  the  country  ;  but 
now,  when  they  were  preparing  for  that,  the  fame 
men  fay.  We  are  about  to  employ  upon  this  obje6t 
what  ought  to  be  employed  for  the  protection  of 
commerce.  Mr.  S.  faid,  it  was  an  error  to  fay  no 
taxes  would  be  wanted  if  the  bill  did  not  pals.  There 
would  be  money  in  that  cafe  wanting  for  manning 
the  frigates,  for  arming  the  revenue  cutters,  for  the 
diplomatic  department,  and  for  the  expenfes  of  this 
feliion  (not  lefs  than  60  or  70,000  dollars  would  be 
needed  for  the  laft  item  only),  for  the  payment  of  the 
agents  appointed  for  affifting  to  carry  into  effect  the 
6th  article  of  the  Britifh  treaty,  &c.  ;  fo  that  the  ar- 
gument had  no  weight.  It  was  laid  thefe  men  were 
unneceffary,  becaufe  the  militia  were  the  proper  de- 
fence ;  but  the  Prefident  had  not  the  power  to  call 
out  the  militia,  except  in  cafes  of  infurredion  or  in- 
vafion,  fo  that  an  enemy  might  get  poffeffion  of  the 
pofts  before  the  militia  were  called  out  *.  He  con- 
cluded by  faying  there  were  thirty  forts  on  the  fea- 
coafl-,  and  that  thefe  men  diftributed  amongft  them 
would  only  give  fourteen  to  each,  which  would  not 
be  fufRcient  to  preferve  the  guns  from  ruH ;  and, 
if  this  bill  paffed,  there  would  be  only  forty-one  for 
each  fort.  He  fubmitted  it  to  the  Committee,  there- 
fore, whether  they  ought  to  rifk  the  fafety  of  the  coun- 
try for  the  fake  of  2 1 6,000  dollars.  He  trufted  they 
would  not. 

Mr.  Baldwm  faid  a  good  deal  againft  il^anding  ar- 
mies in  general ;  but  as  it  was  no  more  than  a  repe- 
tition of  the  cant  we  have  a  thoufand  times  heard  on 

*  He  might  have  obferved,  befides,  the  fame  men  who  oppofed 
this  bin,  had  alio  oppofed  the  keeping  of  the  militia  in  readinefs  to 
turn  out ;  fo  that  they  had,  indeed,  oppofed  everj  meafure  of- 
Jenfi've  or  defenjivt. 

VOL.  vj,  o  the 
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the  fubje6l,  the  reader  fhall  be  fpared  the  perufal  of 
it  here. 

Mr,  JViIIiams  fpoke  againft  the  bill ;  he  thought 
the  proportion  of  artillery  already  greater  than  that 
of  any  other  nation  *. 

Mr.  Swanwick  thought,  that,  by  railing  thcfemen, 
ihey  would  mcreafe  the  danger  which  they  wijhed  to 
avoid.  They  apprehended  an  attack  from  a  foreign 
nation,  and  to  guard  againfl  any  poffible  injury  they 
were  to  go  to  expenle,  and  by  that  means  increafe 
our  national  debt,  from  which  he  thought  we  had  the 
grealefl  danger  to  fear,  tince  they  favv  the  difficulty 
attending  the  railing  of  any  additional  revenue.  He 
called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  fituation  of 
things  not  much  unlike  our  own.  The  French  na- 
tion had  many  regiments  on  their  fea-coafi:,  and  had 
been  long  making  great  preparations,  as  if  with  a 
view  of  invading  Great  Britain.  In  confequence,  the 
Britifh  have  expended  large  fums  in  fortifying  and 
putting  the  ifland  in  a  good  ftate  of  defence;  and, 
though  the  French  never  fcrioufly  intended  to  invade 


*  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  War-office  return  of  artilleiy 
and  engineers, 
^t  O  >vego,    Niagara,   Detroit,  MachiUinnackinac,'^ 

Piciq'ill'',  on  (he  MiffiiTippi,   and  in  the  South-  >  45? 

weltern  Territory,  -  »  J 

At  V/cfi  Point,       '              -                             .r  103 

At  New-York,                          .                              -  60 

At  Phil3(icl[)hia  and  Mud  Ifland,                         -  90 

At  Ball  .nore,                   -                        -  59 

At  Noiibik,                -                       «                       *  56 

At  a  fort  in  North  Carolina,                -                    -  6 

At  Charlefton,                     -                        -  6* 

Total,  8; 6 
But  it  is  notorious  that  thefe  men  are  little  better  than  common 
infantry.  Their  difperOrd  fituation,  and  a  total  want  of  fkilful  an4 
experienced  officers  and  of  the  means  of  praiflifing,  have  rendered 
them  very  fit,  perhaps,  to  keep  the  gum  from  rujiing;  but  for 
nothing  elfe. 

2  that 
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tliat  country,  yet  the  appearance  of  it  had  probably 
occaiioned^2;reater  embarraffment,  from  cauling  thefe 
great  expenfes,  and  the  confequent  derangement  in 
the  finances  of  the  country,  than  if  fuch  an  invafion 
had  really  taken  place.  He  reprobated  the  idea  of 
defending  the  country  againft  an  invafion  by  two  re- 
giments of  artillery.  The  militia,  he  faid,  would  be 
the  proper  defence  in  fuch  a  cafe  ;  but,  he  trufted,  the 
Commlffioners  appointed  for  the  purpofe  would 
fpeedily  fettle  all  differences  betwixt  the  two  coun- 
tries *. 

'  Mr.  Brooks  faid,  if  he  believed  there  was  no  dan- 
ger, he  Ihould  agree  with  gentlemen  that  there  would 
be  no  occafion  for  thefe  men  ;  but  thinking  our  litu- 
ation  in  no  degree  improved  by  the  late  events  in 
Europe,  he  fhould  vote  for  railing  thepropofed  re- 
giment. The  obje<5lion  of  expenle  would  go  againfh 
every  meafure.  As  there  was  no  certainty  of  our 
AmbalTadors  being  able  to  fettle  our  difpute  with 


*  Accuftomed  as  I  am  to  the  nonfenfical  babble  of  this  fon  of  an 
Englifli  penfioner,  I  cannot  help  expreffing  fome  aftonifiiment  at 
the  abpve-quoted  Ipeech.  All  that  he  fi^ys  at  all  times  is  marked 
with  imbecility,  but  here  he  has  outdone  himfelf:  this  fpeech 
inight  ferve  as  a  foil  to  thofe  of  the  Rutherfords,  the  M'Dovvells, 
^ud  the  Lyons. 

The  firft  affertion  is,  that  an  increafe  of  the  artillery  "  njoill  /«- 
creafc  the  danger  nuhich  it  is  ivijhed  to  avoid?^  He  immediately  after 
Hates  that  this  tlanger  is,  an  attack  from  aforeign  nation^  which  he 
fays  will  be  increafed  by  adding  to  our  corps  of  artillery,  Iccaufe 
that  addition  ivill augment  the  national  debt  !  Now,  if  this  be  fo,  the 
fitting  out  of  the  frigates,  the  conftrudting  and  repairing  of  fortifi- 
pations,  and,  in  fliort,^  every  Y>oS-ib\Q  ?neafurc  of  defence^  will  in- 
(rcafe  the  danger  of  an  attack  •,  becaule  every  fuch  meafure  muft 
imqueftionably  add  to  the  expenfes  and  debt  of  the  nation ;  fo  that 
in  due  courfe  of  realoning  we  are  to  conclude,  that  danger  is  to 
be  apprehended  from  nothing  but  debt;  and  that  prptedion  is  to 
be  found  no  where  but  in  a  full  purfe.  From  the  importunities 
of  a  dun,  or  the  claws  of  a  conftable,  I  grant  you,  Mr.  Swanwick, 
that  money  is  the  only  effecftual  means  of  deliverance;  but.  Sir, 
^hen  you  fpoutin  public  you  fliould  iorget privats  affairs. 

02  f  ranee, 
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France,  (hey  ought,  he  faid,  like  '^  wife  men,  io 
loi-clee  and  prevent  the  evil."  He  was  afraid  gen- 
tlemen were  got  into  a  profound Jleep,  and  would  not 
wake  till  it  was  too  late. 

Mr.  Giles  was  not  of  opinion  with  the  gentleman 
from  South  CaroHna,  that  becaule  the  Prelident  and 
Secretary  of  War  had  recommended  the  railing  of 
thefe  men,  they  Ihould  adopt  the  plan ;  indeed  the 
Senate  propofed  to  raife  only  half  of  what  the  Se- 
cretary recommended.  He  truited  they  fhould  think 
for  themfelves.  He  did  not  think  the  iirength  of  the 
country  depended  on  four  thoufand  artillery  ;  he 
looked  upon  military  eftablifhments  as  a  fort  o^fa^i- 
tiousjtrength,  but  upon  the  militia  as  the  realjirength 
of  the  nation^.     He  thought  the  expenfe  a  ferious 

*  "  The  militia  is  the  real  flrength  of  the  country."  This  is 
the  eternal  cry  of  the  oppofition,  and  it  would  be  in  ibme  meafure 
excufable  in  a  country  which  was  without  dear-bought  experience 
on  the  fubjeft.  A  militia  is  good  for  nothing  iintil  long  kept  em- 
bodied, and  under  as  ftrift  difcipline  as  regulars  are  kept ;  and 
in  this,  where  the  commanders  are  appointed  by  the  commanded, 
they  will  be  found  worfe  than  nothing.  The  objection  to  the 
addition  to  the  corps  of  artilleiy  is  founded  on  its  expenfe ;  but 
the  militia,  if  held  embodied,  willcoft  forty  times  as  much  ;  and  if 
not  held  embodied,  it  will  exift  otily  in  name.  When  I  hear  the 
Houle  voting  eighty  thoufand  militia-men,  it  gives  me  no  more  idea 
of  additional  fecurity  than  if  they  voted  eighty  thouiand  pebble- 
Hones.  I  hate  feather-bed  foldiers,  and  I  never  fee  them  without 
calling  to  mind  the  following  verfes  of  Dryden  : 

"  The  country  rings  around  with  loud  alarms, 

And  raw  in  fields  the  rude  militia  fwarms, 

Mouths  without  hands,  maintain'd  at  vaft  expenfe. 

In  peace  a  charge,  in  war  a  weak  defence  ; 

Stout  once  a  month,  they  march  a  bluft'ring  band, 

And  ever,  hwi  in  times  of  need,  at  hand  ; 

Of  ieeming  arms  they  make  a  fliort  efTay, 

Then  haflento  be  drunk,  the  bufinefs  of  the  day." 
This  is  the  pidure  of  the  American  militia.  Such  they  ever 
have  been,  and  ever  will  be  under  the  prefent  regulations  ;  and 
whoever  trails  to  them  alone  for  defence  will  foon  find,  if  attacked, 
that  the  na?ne  of  foUicr  is  of  little  ufe  againft  the  arms  of  foldiers 
in  reality. 

obje6l. 
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obje(!^.  It  appeared,  our  eftablifhment  had  already 
coll  us  eight  milUons  of  dollars,  and  he  could  not 
lee  where  they  had  done  fervice  to  that  amount ;  he 
therefore  thought  it  a  had  hargain* . 

The  gentleman  from  New-York  had  charsjed 
the  Houfe  with  l^eing  afleep.  He  believed  that 
could  not  be  the  cafe,  as  it  would  be  a  difhcult 
matter  indeed  to  Jleep  where  he  zvas.  It  had  been 
faid  additional  revenue  would  be  wanted,  whether 
this  bill  pafTed  or  not.  Suppofe  this  were  lb,  it 
was  furely  no  reafon  for  palling  a  bill  which  might 
be  thought  neceiTary. 

After  a  little  further  debate,  the  Committee  rofe, 
and  the  Houfe  rejected  the  bill  ahogether,  57  to  49, 

Alleg'iayice  and  Expatriation, — Wednefday,  June 
21.  The  Reprefentatives  took  up  the  bill  "for 
"  preventing  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
*'  entering  into  the  lervice  of  any  foreign  prince  or 
«  flatef." 

Mr. 


*  Farmer  Giles  thinks  the  {landing  army  of  the  United  State?  a 
had  bargain,  becaufe  it  has  coft  the  country  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  the  courfe  of  eight  years.  Let  us  fee  :  the  Farmer  has  beea 
in  Congrefs  about  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  and  fuppofing  him  to 
have  been  in  aflual  fervice,  upon  an  average,  fix  months  in  a 
year,  he  has  coft  the  country  eight  thou/and  feven  hundred  and 
thirty-four  dollars.  Which  is  the  •morft  hargain^  the  Farmer  or  the 
army  ? 

-j-  The  reader  will  recoUeft  that  numerous  proofs  have  been 
received  of  Americans  having  not  only  entered  into  the  fervice  of 
France,  but  of  their  having  fitted  out  privateers,  in  feveral  ports 
of  France  and  her  foreign  dominions,  for  cruifing  againft  the 
commerce  of  their  country.  Some  of  thcfe  fcoundrels  had  re- 
turned home  to  America,  had  purcliafed  eftates  with  the  riches 
thus  infamoufly  acquired,  and  had  fet  at  defiance  the  perfons 
whom  they  had  robbed  and  the  laws  of  the  land.  Captain  Barney, 
who  was  now  become  the  Commodore  of  two  French  frigates,  had 
brought  thefe  frigates  into  the  very  harbour  of  Norfolk,  after 
having  captured  feveral  American  veflels  on  the  coaft.     Such  a 

o  3  contempt 
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Mr.  Coif  moved  to  ftrike  out  the  lixth  fec^ion, 
which  was  in  the  following  words  : 

"  And  whereas,  for  the  due  execution  of  this 
"  and  other  laws  tending  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
"  public  welfare,  it  is  expedient  to  define  and  af- 
"  certain  the  mode  in  which  a  citizen  may  diliblve 
<'  the  ties  of  citizenfhip,  and  become  an  alien  ;  be 
*'  it  further  ena6led,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United 
*<  States,  whether  native  or  adopted,  fhall  be 
<*  deemed  citizens  thereof,  until  they  relinquifh  that 
<«  chara6ter  in  manner  hereinafter  provided,  tliat 
**  is  to  fay  ;  whenfoever  any  citizen  of  the  United 
"  States  fhall,  by  deed  in  writing,  under  his  hand 
'«  and  feal,  executed  in  the  pretence  of,  and  fub- 
**  fcribed  by  two  or  more  witnefTes,  and  by  at  lead 
**  two  of  the  fubfcribing  witnefles  proved  before  the 
"  fupreme,  fuperior,  diflrid,  or  circuit  court,  of 
**  fome  one  of  the  States,  or  of  the  territories  north- 
"  weft  of  the  river  Ohio,  or  before  a  circuit  or 
*«  diftri6t  court  of  the  United  States,  within  the 
««  jurifdidlion  of  which  court  he  fhall  then  be  refi- 
<'  dent,  or  by  open  verbal  declaration,  made  and 
•*  recorded  in  either  of  the  courts  aforefaid,  declare 
"  that  he  abfolutely  and  entirely  renounces  all 
•'  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  the  United  States,  and 
"  to  every  of  them,  and  fhall  forthwith  depart  out 
*«  of  the  territorial  limits  thereof;  every  llich  perfon, 
««  from  the  time  of  his  departure,  lliali  be  con- 
«  fidcred  expatriated,  and  for  ever  thereafter  fhall 
"  be  deemed  an  alien,  in  like  manner  and  to  all 
"  intents  as  if  he  had  never  been  a  citizen :  Pro- 
«  vided  always,  that  he  Ihall  not  enter  into  the 


contempt  did  he  entertain  for  the  Government,  and  for  his  coun- 
trymen in  general,  that  he  came  by  land  to  Philadelphia,  where 
he  had  the  audacity  frequently  to  attend  the  debates  of  Congrefs, 
dreflcd  in  his  French  naval  uniform  !  It  was  to  put  a  flop  to  this 
Uifgraceful  and  growing  evil,  that  the  prefent  bill  was  brought  in. 

military 
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"  military  or  naval  fervice  of  a  foreign  nation^  or 
become  the  owner  or  part  owner  of  any  foreign 
privateer  or  letter  of  marque,  within  one  year  of 
'*  his  departure  from  the  United  States ;  and  if  any 
**  fuch  perfon  fhall  enter  the  military  or  naval  fer- 
**  vice  of  a  foreign  nation,  or  become  the  owner 
or  part  owner  of  any  foreign  privateer  or  letter 
of  marque,  within  the  fpace  of  one  year  from 
*'  the  time  of  his  departure  from  the  United 
*'  States,  he  fhall  be  liable  to  all  the  pains  and 
**  penalties  to  which  he  would  have  been  fub- 
*'  jedl  for  the  like  condu6l  if  he  had  continued  a 
*'  citizen." 

Mr.  Sewall  hoped  it  would  be  ftruck  out.  In 
every  country  in  the  world  where  civil  fociety  was 
eitablifhed,  the  citizens  of  that  fociety  owed  a  certain 
duty  to  their  Government  which  they  could  not 
readily  get  clear  of;  but  they  were  about  to  efta- 
b1ifh  a  principle,  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  at  their  will,  and  without  any 
pretence,  to  fay  they  would  be  no  longer  fubje6t  to 
this  Government ;  and  this  at  a  moment  of  danger, 
when  citizens  of  other  countries  might  be  called 
home  from  this  country.  He  thought  this  would 
be  extremely  wrong;  it  would  be  giving  an  oppor- 
tunity for  intuit  to  our  courts  and  country;  and  he 
was  fure  no  nation  would  fhow  us  fo  much  com- 
plaifance  in  return  *. 

Mr.  Claiborne  thought  it  no  more  binding  for 
citizens  born  in  the  United  States,  to  continue 
citizens  of  the  United  States   than  it  was  for   a 


*  Obferve,  however,  that  this  dangerous  principle  muft  be 
cftabliflied  by  America,  before  llie  can  have  any  pretenfions  to  the 
right  of  protefting  Britifia  feamen  againft  the  prefs- warrants  of 
the  Britifli  Government. 


Q  4  Roman 
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Roman  Catholic  or  Proteftant  to  continue  of  that 
ophiion,  when  he  arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  and 
could  judge  for  himlelf.  He  inlifled  upon  it,  men 
had  a  natural  right  to  choofe  under  what  govern- 
ment they  would  live :  and  they  had  no  rcafon  to 
fear  our  citizens  leaving  us  whilfl  our  government 
was  well  executed.  He  did  not  wifh  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  be  in  the  fituation  of  fubje61s  of 
Great  Britain,  who,  though  they  had  left  the  coun- 
try forty  years  ago,  were  hable  to  be  conlidercd  as 
fubjedls  of  that  government.  He  trufted  the  rights 
of  vian  would  not  thus  be  infringed,  but  that  they 
ihould  allow  the  right  of  expatriation  unclogged. 
He  faid  there  was  a  great  difference  between  the 
two  cafes  which  the  gentleman  had  flated.  A  man 
botn  and  educated  in  a  country  certainly  owed  it 
obligations  which  were  not  to  be  fliaken  off  the 
moment  he  chofe  to  do  fo.  The  different  focieties 
of  the  world,  he  faid,  were  like  fo  many  families 
independent  of  each  other;  and  what  family,  he 
alked,  would  fuffer  any  of  its  members  to  leave  it, 
and  go  into  another,  when  he  pleafed  ?  He  thought 
it  umeafonable  that  it  lliould  be  fo. 

Mr.  TV,  Smith  faid,  the  do6trine  of  perpetual  al- 
legiance was  derived  from  Great  Britain,  which, 
though  it  might  be  good  in  theory,  was  not  fo  in 
pradlice.  They  had  departed  from  many  do6lrines 
derived  from  that  country,  and  the  time  was  come, 
he  believed,  for  departing  from  this.  The  idea  of 
a  man  being  compelled  to  live  in  this  country^  con- 
trary to  his  will,  icemed  to  be  repugnant  to  our 
ideas  of  liberty.  He  thought  when  a  man  was  fo 
difgufted  with  the  country,  as  to  refolve  to  leave  it, 
for  the  purpote  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  another 
country,  he  Ihould  be  at  liberty  to  do  fo,  on  his 
complying  with  certain  formalities,  ancj^fhould  never 
again  be  readmitted.      It  was  upon  this  principle 

that 
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that  this  lefllon  was  founded,   and  he  thought   it 
valuable  *. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  was  forry  that  the  Committee  who 
had  reported  this  bill,  had  thought  it  neceffary   to 
report  the  6th  and  7th  fedions.     The  do6lrine  of 
expatriation  on  one  hand,  and  perpetual  allegiance 
on  the  other,  were  fubje6ts  they  had  all  heard  much 
about ;  but  expatriation,  under  limitation  and  re- 
llraint,  was  a  new  bufinefs.     From  its  novelty  it 
became  doubtful.     This  being  the  cafe,  he  wiihed 
the  fubjecl  had  been  deferred  to  an  ordinary  feffion ; 
particularly  as  it  appeared  to  be  no  more  conne6led 
with  other  parts  of  the  bill,  than  with  many  other 
laws  now  extant.     If  we  were  to  have  a  law  on  this 
fubje6l,  he  fhould  wifh  to  have  it  in  a  feparate  bill. 
P'or  his  part,   he  could  not  fee  how  the  Committee 
could  fuppofe  it  to  have  been   a  part  of  their  duty 
to  report  thefe  fedlions ;  if  he  had  thought  it  had, 
he  fhould  not  have  voted  for  appointing  a  Com- 
mittee on   the    occaiion.      Gentlemen    advocating 
thefe  claufeSj  fay  they  would  not  allow  of  expatria- 
tion in  time  of  war.     He  would  go  further  and  fay, 
he  would  not  allow  of  it  when  there  was  a  profpe<!:l: 
of  war  ;  for  it  would  be  idle  to  prohibit  it  in  one 
cafe,  and  not  in  the  other.     He  then  afked,  if  this 
was  not  the  very  ftate  in   which   we  now  were  ?  If 
it  were,  why  pafs  fuch  a  bill  at  this  time,  when  it 
could  not  go  into  operation  ?    He  thought  this  a 


*  It  will  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  W.  Smith  would  have  been  the 
laft  man  in  the  world  to  fupport  this  bill,  had  he  not  known  that 
it  vjas  impojfihlc  to  obtain  a  la^v  rccogfii/If/g  the  do^rine  of  perpetual 
allegiance.  Knowing  that  this  could  not  be  done,  he  wifhed  the 
bill  to  fucceed,  that  there  might  be  fome  little  check  to  the  evil 
of  transferring  allegiance,  by  which  France  was  daily  manning  ftiij>s 
of  war  and  privateers.  But  Mr.  Scwall,  Mr.  N.  Smith,  and 
many  other  members,  who  alfo  wiflied  to  put  a  flop  to  the  imme- 
diate evil,  were  not  willing  to  do  it,  however,  by  eftablifliing  a 
principle  that  would  for  ever  prevent  a  law  of  perpetual  allegiance. 

good 
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good  rcafon  for  rejedling  thefe  claufes.  There  was 
a  mutual  obligation,  Mr.  S.  laid,  between  a  govern - 
iTient  and  all  its  citizens.  The  government  owed 
protedlion  to  its  citizens,  and  citizens  owed  obe- 
dience to  their  government.  Thefe  duties  were 
mutual  and  co-extenfive  ;  and  they  might  as  well  fay 
that  government  could  abandon  its  citizens  when  it 
pleafed,  as  that  citizens  could  defert  their  govern- 
ment when  they  pleated;  yet  he  would  a/low  that 
government  might,  on  certain  occafionSy  legalize  ex- 
imtridtion,  hut  not  on  the  ground  of  a  citizen  s  having 
a  right  to  expatriate  zvhen  he  pleafed.  He  fhoiild 
have  no  objection  to  take  up  the  fubje6l  at  a  time 
when  they  could  do  julticc4o  it,  but  he  thought 
the  prefent  was  not  that  time*. 

The  queftion  for  firiking  out  the  6th  fec^ion  was 
put  and  carried,  54  to  41.  The  7th  fe61ion,  which 
was  as  follows,  fell  of  courfe  : 

"  That  all  perfons  who  fhall  exercife  the  right 
of  expatriation,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  fhall  be  and  are  hereby  prohibited  from 
becoming  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  ever 
hereafter." 

Mr.  Harper  propofed  an  amendment,  which  was 
intended  to  introduce  a  new  principle.  As  the  bill 
now  Itood,  no  perfon  could  go  into  foreign  fervice 
without  incurring  the  penalties  therein  provided; 
but  he  believed  there  might  be  cafes  where  it  would 
be  fi  )r  the  benefit  of  this  country  to  allow  perfons 
to  gc  >  into  foreign  fervice.  He  therefore  wifhed  to 
flrike  out  the  words  "  the  limit  of  the  fame,"  to- 
introd  uce  thofe  of  "  without  having  firft  obtained 
leave  I  rom  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States." 


♦This  fpeech  of  Mr.  N.  Smith  is  worth  attention;  and  it 
flioiild  lie  rciriembered  that  a  ver}-  great  majoni/  of  the  found  part 
of  the  Hou  fe  were  of  his  opiniyn. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Dqytoti  (the  Speaker)  moved  to  ftrikc  out  the 
words  moved  to  be  llruck  out  by  the  gentleman 
from  S.  Carohna,  with  the  addition  of  the  word, 
"  without."  As  the  bill  flood,  he  laid,  there  was 
a  proviiion  againft  citizens  who  accepted  and  ex- 
crcifed  a  commiiiion  within  or  without  the  limits 
of  the  United  States;  but  none  againtt  thofe  who 
accepted  it  within,  and  exercifcd  it  without  the 
limits.  He  was  againft  lodging  the  power  prouofed 
in  the  Preiident,  for  reafons  affio-ned  h\  the  gentle- 
man  from  Virginia.  Nor  did  he  think  it  would  be 
attended  with  advantage  for  our  citizens  to  go 
abroad  to  learn  what  could  not  be  learnt  at  home ; 
he  believed,  if  fo,  they  would  learn  more  vice  than 
virtue,  and  bring  home  a  greater  portion  of  evil 
than  good. 

After  a  few  obfervations  from  IMr.  Harper  and 
Mr.  Sev.all,  the  quefiion  on  the  amendment  was 
negatived,  44  to  39. 

Mr.  Diiyion  hoped  fome  remedy  would  be  applied 
to  the  evil  he  had  mentioned,  and  that  they  Ihould 
not  report  fo  impcrfeel:  a  bill. 

Mr.  SewalJ  fuggefied  a  way  in  which  it  might  be 
remedied  in  the  Houfe.  The  Committee  accord- 
ingly rofe,  and  the  Houle  took  up  the  amendments. 
Having  come  to  that  for  ftriking  out  the  6t[i  and 
^th  leetions, 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  avoided  taking  up  this  fubjetSl  at  prefent 
— but,  having  taken  it  up,  if  the  bill  paffed  at  all, 
he  believed  it  had  better  pafs  with  fome  fuch  regu- 
lations as  the  prefent.  As  to  the  do6liiue  of  per- 
petual allegiance,  he  did  not  think  it  could  tind 
many  advocates  in  this  country,  ft  would,  indeed, 
be  difhonourable  for  us  to  hold  out  fuch  a  doclrine, 
after  mvliing  people  to  come  here  i?i  cro-ivds  from  fo  - 
reigii   countries-^.     This   do6lrine,    he  faid,   would 

■*  Aye,  there's  the  rub. 

affect 


204  GAZETTE  SEEECTIONS. 

affett  a  third  or  a  fourth  of  the  whole  people  of 
this  country.  He  thought,  therefore,  the  ricrht  of 
expatriation  ouj^hf,  at  leaft,  to  be  confirmed  here, 
as  fin  example  to  other  cmmtries  *\ 

Mr.  JV,  Smith,  in  anlwer  to  his  colleague,  pro- 
duced the  cafe  of  Talbot,  and  the  opinion  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  by  the  Judiciary  Court, 
on  that  occafion,  in  favour  of  the  right  of  expa- 
triation. 

Mr.  Giles  thought  there  could  not  be  a  doubt  in 
the  minds  of  Americans  on  the  fubjccl  of  expa- 
triation. Indeed,  he  faid,  this  was  the  foundation 
of  our  revolution ;  for  they  were  not  now,  he 
iaid,  to  be  told  they  owed  allegiance  to  a  foreign 
country.  It  had  not  only  been  the  ground  of  the 
revolution,  but  all  their  ads  had  been  predicated 
upon  this  principle.  He  referred  to  the  a6l  re- 
fpe(^ing  the  rights  of  naturalization,  which  makes 
every  new  citizen  fwear  to  tupport  the  conftitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  renounce  all  other  al- 
legiance. 

Mr.  Sezvall  iniiited  upon  the  policy  of  preventing 
the  renunciation  of  allegiance,  without  control. 
The  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  he  faid,  had 
d'tffolved  our  allegiance  to  that  country,  hy  acknow^ 
I  edging  our  uidependcnce  ^. 

Mr.  Thatcher  did  not  think  the  principle  was  fo 
important  as  it  had  been  conlidered.  The  great 
emigrations  which  we  every  day  favv  to  this  coun- 
try, might  quiet  their  apprehenfions  of  many  going 
from  it.     He  did  not  think  one  man  a-year  would 


*  And  wliat  nation,  does  he  imagine,  would  be  llupid  enough 
to  follow  this  example  ? 

f  This  is  a  complete  anfwer  to  Giles's  quibble,  and  it  is,  in- 
deed, the  only  tenable  ground.  It  is  the  only  good  title  that 
Americans  plead.  To  plead  any  other  right  to  a  transfer  of  their 
allegiance,  is  to  fet  up  a  dangerous  principle,  is  to  fet  up  the 
1  ight  of  ilcfation^  trcajon^  and  rcbclUoiu 

I  take 
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take  advantage  of  the  expatriation  claufc,  for  fifty 
years  to  come,  which  could  be  no  great  objetV, 
efpecially  when  it  was  confidered  that  thefe  would 
probably  be  the  leaft  valuable  of  our  citizens. 

Mr.  Otis  (aid,  that  when  this  bill  was  firft  re- 
ported, thcfc  claali^s  Itruck  him  unfavourably  ;  but 
a  little  reiiedtion  had  convinced  him  of  the  pro- 
priety of  retaining  them. — The  palling  of  this  pro- 
vifion,  he  laid,  would  not  affecSl  the  conflitutional 
right  with  relpe6l  to  expatriation,  wherever  it 
might  be.  This  bill  did  not  relate  to  perfons  emi- 
grating into  the  Spanilli  or  Englifh  territories,  but 
to  perfons  expatriating  themfelves,  and  engaging  in 
the  fervice  of  foreign  countries. 

The  queftion  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  to  reje6l  the  lixth  and 
feventh  fe(ftions  of  the  bill,  was  taken  and  loft ; 

57  to  34. 

All  the  amendments  having  been  gone  through, 
Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  poftpone  the  further  conft- 
deration  of  the  bill  till  the  firji  Monday  hi  JSovemhtr  ; 
which  was  carried,  52  to  44  *. 


Naval  Armament. — Thurfday,  June  22.  The 
order  of  the  day  in  the  Houie  of  Rcprefentatives, 
was  the  bill  for  "  providing  a  naval  armament." 


*  Thus  the  whole  bill  receivc-d  the  go-by. — It  was  beft ;  for 
the  Houfe  was  gotten  upon  the  moft  ticklifli  ground  that  ever  an 
American  Legiflature  walked  over.  Pass  the  bill,  and  you 
eftablifli,  by  law,  the  dangerous  and  deftruttive  right  of  tra^if- 
ferring  allegiance  ;  you  add,  indifference  for  one''s  country,  ingrati' 
tude,  and  even //y.-t/ow  to  the  rights  of  man. — Reject  the  bill, 
and  you  tell  the  world  that,  though  you  are  determined  to  make 
.all  naturalized  citizens  forfvvear  their  allegiance  to  other  ftates, 
you  are  refolved  to  preferve  the  allegiance  of  your  own  ;  and 
that,  though  you  plead  your  right  to  the  feamen  of  Great  Britain, 
who  are  in  your  fervice,  you  are  refolved  no  nation  fliali  ever 
plead  any  fuch  right  to  yours, 

Mr. 
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Afr.  Giles  moved  to  introduce  a  fe(^ion,  to  pre- 
vent the  Prefident  from  employing  the  three  frigates 
as  convoys  to  foreign  ports,  inllead  of  the  fcdion 
which  now  authorized  him  to  do  it, 

Mr.  Farker  thouglit  it  would  be  highly  impro- 
per in  them  to  did:ate  to  the  Prefident  how  he 
ihould  ufe  thele  veiTels.  He  wifhed  that  to  reft  on 
the  broad  bafis  of  the  Prefident's  refponiibility,  and 
would,  therefore,  agree  to  ftrike  out  the  fec^ion  al- 
together. 

Air.  Giles  afked,  whether  to  afcertain  the  object 
upon  which  thefe  veffels  fhould  be  employed,  was* 
a  legiflative  or  an  executive  att  ?  It  was  certainly 
legiflative.  They  ought  to  fay  to  the  Prclident — - 
*'  Here  is  the  force,  and  there  is  the  objett  *."  It 
was  faid,  they  had  already  given  an  opinion  to  the 
Prefident,  with  refpect  to  the  difputed  articles  in  the 
French  treaty  :  he  now  wilhed  a  law  to  be  palfed  in 
conformity  to  that  opinion.  They  were  often 
charged,  Mr.  Giles  faid,  with  a  want  of  confidence 
in  the  Prelident.  He  was  free  to  own  he  had  not 
much  confidence  in  the  frejent  Frefident.  His  Ipeech 
at  the  opening  of  the  feffion  had  deflroyed  all  his 
confidence:  but,  however  high  their  opinion  might 
be  of  the  Executive,  they  ought  not  to  lodge  impro- 
per powers  in  his  hands -j^. 

The 


*  What  a  pretty  "  Executive  /"  It  is  a  mere  farce,  then,  tq 
talk  about  the  power  of  the  Prejident.  Giles  would  treat  hirr^ 
•uft  like  a  fubaltern  otHcer.  There  is  a  galley  for  you  \  go  and  take 
that  privateer  if  you  can.  "  Here  is  the  force,  and  there  is  the 
objed."  What  pretty  work  fuch  an  Executive  would  fooi> 
make  in  Great  Britain  ! 

f  There  was  a  highwayman,  who,  when  about  to  receive  fen- 
tence  of  death,  wanted  to  fwear  the  peace  againll  the  Judge,  for  he 
really  thou^^ht  he  had  a  dcjign  upon  his  life.  Of  this  nature  is  M. 
Giles's  fufpicion  of  the  Prefident.  His  fpeech  at  the  opening  of 
Congrefs  *'  deftroyed  the  confidcme''''  of  the  Monfieur,  as  com- 
pletely as  the  exordium  of  the  Judge  "  deftroyed  the  cqnjidence^* 

of 
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The  quellion  for  ftriking  out  was  carried  without 
a  divifion. 

Mr.  Giles  then  moved  to  infert  the  fec^tion  before 
propofed,  to  confine  the  ufe  of  our  frigates  to  the 
protedtion  of  our  coafis  and  commerce,  ^vii/iin  th^ 
jurijdidion  of  the  Vnited  States. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid  they  had  been  called  together, 
becaule  the  French  had  committed  depredations  on 
our  commerce,  and  refufed  to  receive  our  Minifter. 
He  took  notice  of  the  different  ads  which  they  had 
pafied  this  feffion,  till  he  came  to  this,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  if  our  veffels  went  out  to  fea,  would 
lead  to  war,  and  therefore  he  wiihed  to  have  them 
limited.  When  our  Commilhoners  arrive  in 
France,    faid   he,    the   French  Directory   will  afk, 

For  what  are  you  arming  ?    Your  Congrefs  has 

been  called  together  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
^'  taking  meafures  againfl  us."  They  would  add, 
^^  Dijarmj  or  %ve  will  not  treat  with  you ^ 

Mr.  Brookes  was  furprifcd  to  hear  a  gentleman 
declare  that  we  were  brought  to  fuch  a  fituation 
that  we  could  not  take  up  arms  in  our  own  defence, 
without  offending  a  foreign  nation.  He  was  the 
irore  affedled  at  the  declaration,  becaufe  it  came 
from  an  American foldier.  "  Barras,"  fays  the  gen-r 
tleman,  "  will  fay  to  the  Commiflioners,  Go  home 
*'  and  lay  down  your  arms,  and  ws  will  then  treat 
f*  with  you."  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
jretradt  this  humiliating  fentence  *. 

The 

of  the  poor  knight  of  the  poft  ;  and  the  lofs  of  confidence,  to  the 
fufpeded  parties,  is  much  about  the  fame  in  both  cal'es. 

Mr.  Giles  is  happy  he  has  loft  nobody's  confidence,  for  lie 
never  was  confided  in  by  any  body  but  his  "  adored"  people,  a 
few  of  the  outcaft  of  Virginia.  A  man  acciiftomed  to  plead  the 
caufe  oi  fraudulent  debtors,  was  well  calculated  to  defend  the  cou- 
^wSloi2i  plundering  Republic. 

*  Never  did  this,  or  any  other  country,  witnefs  fo  humiliating 
^  fcene,  as  the  fitting  of  this  day.  A  bill  is  brought  in  for  em- 
ploying 
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The  qucftion  was  put  and  negatived,  52  to  44. — 
The  following  day>  the  bill  having  been  gone 
through,  Mr.  R.  Willuwis  proposed  to  amend  the 
£rft  fe6lion  of  the  bill,  by  adding,  after  empowering 
the  Prefident,  fhould  he  deem  it  expedient  to  caufe 
the  frigates  to  be  manned  and  employed,  *'  pro- 
*'  vided  they  fhall  not  be  employed  as  convoys." 

Mr.  Giles  hoped  this  amendment  would  be  agreed 
to.  He  wifhed  to  define  the  object  for  which  thefe 
veflels  fhould  be  employed,  that  there  might  be  no 
mifunderiianding  on  the  fubjedl.  Mr.  G.  infifted 
that  the  French  nation  had  a  right  to  inquire  of 
our  Commiffioners  for  what  we  were  arming,  and 
if  this  amendment  v/ere  agreed  to,  it  would  be  a 
fufhcient  anfwer  *. 


ploying  vefTels  in  defence  of  our  confts,  and  a  member  propofes  to 
keep  thofe  veflels  within  gim-fliot  of  the  lliore,  for  fear  of  offend- 
ing the  enem}\  againfl  <vjhofe  rohbcries  and  infults  that  fljore  is  to  be 
defended!  Another  is  afraid  that  arming  may  be  dangerous,  be- 
caufe  he  looks  upon  it  as  certain  that  the  enemy  will  order  us  to 
lay  doivn  our  arrns^  before  they  ivill  hear  our  complaints  !  Humi- 
liated, fallen,  degraded  ftate  !  This  is  "  unconditional  fubmijjion'* 
with  a  vengeance.  If  thefe  men  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  the  peo- 
ple, I  would  fooner  be  a  Weft  India  negro,  than  a  citizen  of  Ame- 
rica. To  live  in  abfolute  bondage  is  no  diflionour :  there  have 
always  been  bondmen  ;  but  to  be  flaves  while  we  boaft  of  our 
freedom,  to  fuffer  our  necks  to  be  pinched  with  the  yoke,  till  we 
can  hardly  wheeze  out  our  vaunts  zhowiliberty  and  independence  / 
this  is  a  ftate  to  be  envied  only  by  the  guilty  mifcreant  at  the 
bottom  of  his  dungeon. 

*  Fanner  Giles  "  infilled  that  the  French  nation  had  a  right 
*'  to  afk  our  Commiffioners  for  what  ive  iverc  armings"  and, 
therefore,  he  wiflitd  to  pals  the  amendment,  by  way  of  anfwer  to 
this  modeft  queftion.  Bur,  pray,  Farmer,  would  it  not  have  been 
as  well  to  let  the  Commiffioners  frame  their  own  anfwer?  It  is 
fomething  new,  I  believe,  to  prepare  and  to  publifli  an  anfwer 
to  a  queftion  that  has  not  yet  been  alked.  The  French  have,  ac- 
cording to  the  doftrine  of  their  corrupted  fadtion  in  this  country, 
a  ri-ht  to  do  any  thing  and  every  thing,  while  independent  America 
has  a  right  to  do  nothing  at  all.  There  is  no  action  of  the  infer- 
nal Jacobin  defpots,  which  has  not  been  Jnf/ficd,  even  within  the 
walls  of  Congrefs ;  and  yet,  in  this  ftate  of  things,  there  are  people 
flupid  enough  to  believe  that  no  fort  of  danger  hangs  over  us, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  IF.  Smith  faid,  if  this  amendment  were 
agreed  to,  it  might  go  farther  than  it  was  meant  to 
go.  The  frigates  might  not  be  able  to  proted  the' 
trade  of  the  United  States  at  all.  He  did  not  fup- 
pofe  they  would  be  employed  in  convoying  our 
veflels  to  the  Weft  ^Indies ;  but  if  this  provilion 
pafTed,  it  would  not  be  poflible  for  them  to  prote6t 
our  trade  from  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware  to  the 
Capes  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid,  if  he  underftood  the  amend- 
ment to  go  to  the  length  which  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  reprefented  it  to  go,  he  fhould 
certainly  be  oppofed  to  it ;  but  he  believed  it  only 
went  to  prevent  the  frigates  from  being  employed 
as  convoys  to  foreign  ports.  Merchants,  he  faid, 
who  carried  on  a  fair  cour/e  of  trade,  would  not  alk 
for  convoys ;  they  would  willi  to  run  the  rilk  and 
go  alone  ;  for,  if  they  went  under  convoy,  the  pro- 
bability would  be,  that,  from  a  number  of  velFels 
failing  together,  they  would  glut  any  market  to 
which  they  might  go,  and  confequently  lower  the 
price  oi  their  cargoes;  but  merchants  who  wifhed 
to  go  into  rebel  ports,  would  wifh  to  be  convoyed  ; 
and  the  firft  convoy  that  went  on  fuch  a  bulinefs, 
he  was  confident  would  produce  war  *. 

Mr.  Feriahle  faid,  from  what  fell  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  he  fuppofed  he  would 
be  latisfied  with  a  fmall  amendment.  That  cren- 
tleman  luppofed  that  the  prefent  amendment  would 
prevent  the  frigates  from  convoying  our  merchant- 
velfels  from  one  part  of  the  Union  to  another. 
This  might  be  remedied,  by  adding,  "  to  any  fo- 
"  reign  port  or  place." 

*  I  cannot  help  reminding  the  reader  here,  that  it  u  ill  be 
proved,  in  the  courfe  ot  this  work,  that  the  veirels  of  this  Sannicl 
Smith  (who  is  a  great  merchant  at  Baltimore)  were,  at  this  very 
time,  quietly  failing  with  Frtnch  proteSliom  in  the  pockets  of  his 
Captains !     Virtuous  republican  ! 

VOL.  VI.  p  Mr. 
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Mr.  R.  IVilllams  confented  to  make  this  a  part  of 
his  amendment,  vvhicli,  thus  modified,  was  now 
carried,  47  to  35. 

The  Committee  rofe,  and  the  Houfe  proceeded  to 
contider  the  amendments  ;  th<j  firlt  which  came 
under  confideration,  was  that  for  confining  the 
frigates  from  heing  ufed  as  convoys. 

Mr.  Shgrea-ves  hoped  this  amendment  would  not 
prevail.  He  was  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  change 
of  fentiment  in  the  Houfe  fince  yefterday ;  he 
thought  it  was  then  the  opinion  that  they  ought  to 
provide  the  force,  and,  when  provided,  leave  it  to 
the  difpofal  of  the  Executive;  and  that  if  he  thought 
proper  to  employ  the  Irigates  in  the  prote6fion  of 
our  commerce  beyond  the  jurifdi61ion  line,  he 
ihould  be  authorized  to  do  fo.  He  yet  entertained 
this  opinion.  It  was  a  little  extraordinary,  he  faid, 
that  thofe  gentlemen  who  had,  on  a  former  occafion, 
cjuoied  the  articles  of  the  armed  neutrality,  fhould 
forget  one  of  the  moft  important ;  he  meant  that 
which  fandlioned  the  right  of  convoying  their  trade 
in  time  of  peace,  to  protc(5l  their  neutrality  againfi: 
the  aggrefl'ions  of  belligerent  powers  ;  which  doc- 
trine had,  by  a  folcmn  a6l  of  her  Government, 
been  acquiefced  in  by  France.  This  being  the 
cafe,  and  feeing  that  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States,  n  his  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  feflion, 
had  declared  his  opinion,  that  vefiels  ought  to  be 
provided  as  a  convoy  to  our  commerce,  and  know- 
ing no  principle  in  the  law  of  nations  to  the  con- 
trary, he  was  l,  rprifcd  the  right  fhould  be  called  in 
queftion.  He  hoped  no  adl  of  that  Houfe  would 
juflify  fuch  a  fentiment.  Another  glaring  incon- 
liiiency.  Gentlemen  admitted  that  the  frigates 
were  to  be  e:np1oyed  for  the  protedlion  and  detence 
of  our  commerce  ;  but  he  afkcd  how  this  could  be 
cffefled,  if  tli,}  were  not  to  be  employed  in  the  v/ay 
of  convoys  ?    He  did  not  mean  for  a  number  of 
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fhips  together,  but  for  finale  veffds.  But  it  was 
laid  that  citizens  who  carried  on  an  honeil  trade, 
would  not  afk  a  convo}^  How  did  this  appear  ? 
If  there  had  been  none  fncb,  he  w^ould  allow  that 
there  was  no  neceflity  for  a  convoy  or  naval  force  ; 
but,  if  there  had  been  aggreffions,  they  mutt  have 
been  upon  the  fair  trade  of  this  country,  and  per- 
fons  employed  in  this  trade  were  entitled  to  protec- 
tion. Why,  he  afked,  were  they  always  told  of 
our  commerce  being  forced  into  the  rebel  ports  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  that  war  would  be  the  confe- 
qudnce  ?  Was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  Prelident 
would  wantonly  go  into  this  bufinefs.  He  hoped 
they  fhould  do  what  the  circumftances  of  the  coun- 
try required,  and  not  profufely  lavifh  money  which 
could  anfwer  no  good  purpofe,  lince  the  injuries 
committed  within  our  jnrifdidion,  compared  to 
thofe  fiiftained  upon  the  high  feas,  were  not  worthy 
of  being  named. — If  any  prote6tion  was  given, 
therefore,  it  Ihould  be  extended  beyond  the  jurif- 
did^ion  line.  But  it  was  faid  three  frigates  w^ere  in- 
competent to  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  ;  but  they  might  be  competent  to 
protect:  a  part  of  it ;  and  if  three  frigates  were  not 
effectual,  it  was  the  duty  of  that  Houfe  to  provide 
fuch  as  would  be  effectual .  But  if  this  force  would 
not  be  able  to  meet  the  naval  power  of  any 
European  country,  it  would  be  able  to  keep  oif 
privateers  and  piccaroons,  and  therefore  be  of  fome 
fervice. 

Mr.  Sivatnvkh  faid,  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to 
give  his  reafons  for  voting  againft  employing  the  fri- 
gates as  a  convoy  to  our  trade.  He  looked  upon  the 
force  as  wholly  inadequate.  But  it  was  faid  it  might 
be  brought  to  operate  in  part.  He  v^as,  however, 
afraid  that,  in  attempting  an  obje6l  to  which  they  were 
not  equal,  they  might,  in  the  Weft  India  feas,  en- 
danger the  lofs  of  the  veflels  themfelves;  for,   when 
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the  privateers  and  cruifers  in  thofe  feas  learned  that 
we  bad  frigates  out,  they  would  become  more  acrimQ" 
niojis  than  ever*. 

It  could  not,    he  faid,   be  fuppofed  that  the  pre- 
sent war  in  Europe  could  be  of  long  duration,   nor 
could  it  be  expected  that  we  fhould  be  competent, 
whilft  it  laftcd,    to  give  complete  proteftion  to  our 
commerce ;  he  thought,  therefore,  it  would  be  much 
better   to  trnji  entirely  to  en/urance,  than  to  rifk  thefe 
veffels  as  a  convoy  ;  and  if  the  trade  was  not  worth 
carrying  on,  after  having  paid  the  enfurance,  he  would 
give  it  lip.     He  wifhed  to  avoid  taking  any  meafure 
which  might  lead  to  war ;  for,  if  that  were  to  take 
place,  we  fhould  fuffer  infinitely  more  than  we  now 
luffer  from  any  depredations  committed  upon  our 
commerce.     Our  trade  in  the  Weft  Indies,   he  faid, 
was  in  fome  degree  prote6\ed  by  the  rival  interefts  of 
the   contending  powers  in  thcfe   feas.     They  had 
heard  (and  he  owned  it  was  with  no  pie  af ant  Jen/at  ion 
he  heard  it)  that  our  vefeh  had  Jailed  under  Britijh  con^ 
voys  in  that  quarter  f  ;  fo  that  the  trade,  in  fome  de- 
gree. 


*So  that,  in  order  to  keep  the  rafcally  pirates  in  a  good  humour, 
and  enfure  their  forbearance,  we  are  to  keep  our  frigates  within 
gun- {hot  of  the  Ihore  !  Why  then,  Monfieur  Swanwick,  in  the 
name  of  all  that's  crawling,  iwindling,  and  treacherous,  why  did 
you  vote  for  the  appropriations  for  equipping  and  manning  thefe 
frigate?,  if  you  thought  "  it  would  be  better  to  truji  entirely  to  enj'w 
rancCy  than  rijk  thcnt  as  a  convoy  ?" 

The  lofs  of  one  of  our  frigates,  he  faid,  he  fliould  moll  fenfilly 
regret,  "  as  it  would  caft  a  dai^ip  on  the  germ  of  our  navy."  You  are 
no  farmer,  Monfieur,  or  you  would  have  known  that  »;(7//?»r/r  caft 
on  the  germ  of  any  thing  tends  to  make  \t  grow  2iViAfiouri(h.  It 
inufi  be  confeflTed  that  the  little  man,  filly  as  he  is,  has  fallen  upon 
a  certain  method  of  preferving  our  frigates  from  being  either  cap- 
tured or  beat.  If  they  never  go  out  of  the  reach  of  our  batteries, 
the  devil's  in  it  if  any  body  can  take  them.  However,  in  thi$ 
cafe,  the  cxpenfe  of  guns  might  certainly  be  faved.  A  man  of  flraw' 
xvants  nothing  better  than  a  dagger  of  lath. 

■f  Hear  this,  ye  gulls  of  merchants,  who  voted  him  into  Con» 
grefs,  and  acknowledge  that  he  treats  you  as  you  deferved  !  He  is  an 

Englilhman ! 
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gree,  prote6lcd  itfelf  by  the  intereft  which  it  holds 
out  to  the  parties.  If  the  frigates  were  to  be  em- 
ployed as  convoys,  he  did  not  believe  the  rates  of  en- 
furance  would  at  all  be  lowered  ;  for  he  did  not  find 
that  even  the  Britifh,  with  all  the  force  they  had  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  conld  effedtually  prote6t  their  mer- 
chant-veftels  againft  the  French  privateers.  Belides, 
he  fhould  look  upon  the  lofs  of  one  of  the  frigates  as 
a  very  unfortunate  occurrence  ;  it  would  caft  a  damp 
upon  the  germ  of  our  navy^  and  would  be  a  difcou- 
ragement  to  the  voting  of  any  more  money  for  that 
objedl.  This  he  fhould  moft  fenfthly  regret.  The  fri- 
gates might  be  of  fome  ufe  in  the  protedlion  of  our 
coafts  and  jurifdicUon,  without  running  any  of  the 
rllks  which  he  thought  would  be  run  in  fending  them, 
out  as  convoys.  Coming  from  a  large  commercial 
city,  as  he  did,  he  fhould  never  be  backward  in  his 
fupport  of  an  effe6lual  naval  eftablifhment ;  but,  for 
the  prefent,  he  thought  it  beft  to  keep  the  frigates 
about  our  coaft. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  as  he  meant  to  vote  againft  the 
pafling  of  the  bill,  he  would  briefly  ftate  his  reafoa 
for  doing  fo.  He  knew  only  of  two  arguments  in  fa- 
vour of  the  bill ;  the  ftrft,  that  it  was  neceftary  du- 
ring a  time  of  peace  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  navy  ; 
the  other  was,  that  the  frigates  being  built,  it  would 


Englilhman  !  His  father  was  a  penfioner  of  King  George ;  and  his 
mother,  who  lives  under  his  roof,  and  whofe  loaf  he  ihares,  now  is, 
I  believe,  a  penfioner  of  the  fame  King  ;  yet  the  rancour  he  enter- 
tains againft  his  generous  King  and  country  is  fuch,  that  he  would 
rather  your  vefi'els  were  to  the  very  laft  feized  and  condemned, 
your  failors  rotting  in  French  dungeons,  and  yourfelves  reduced 
to  his  own  miferable  (ituation,  than  that  you  fhould  derive  protec- 
tion from  a  Britifli  fliipofwar!  Yes,  we  know  that  you  "come 
*'  from  a  large  commercial  cityy^  and  all  the  world  knows  it  to  our 
fhame.  I  look  upon  this  boaft  as  a  premeditated  infult,  as  a  fpe- 
ciesof  defiance  to  the  people  of  property  in  this  city;  and  if  it  doe3 
not  3t  another  elcftion  produce  the  proper  effect,  we  deferve  to 
be  yoked  by  pair»,  and  fold  like  cattle  at  the  market. 
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be  proper  to  man  tliem.  As  to  the  propriety  of  hav- 
ing a  navy,  he  did  not  mean  to  go  generally  into 
the  lubje6t ;  but  he  would  make  a  few  obfervations 
as  to  our  fituation  for  engaging  in  an  eftablilbment 
of  this  kind.  Suppofe  that  navies  were  neceflary  in 
European  nations  to  increafe  their  power  or  to  pro- 
tecft  their  commerce,  thefe  conlidcrations  did  not 
apply  to  our  prefent  circumllances.  In  order  to  prove 
this,  it  was  only  neceflary  to  take  a  view  of  our  reve- 
nue and  the  expenfe  of  a  fleet.  The  amount  of  re- 
venue from  the  ifl:  of  April,  1796,  to  the  ifl  of  April, 
1797,  received  in  the  Treafury,  was  7,400,000  dol- 
lars ;  a  fum  v/hich  by  far  exceeded  that  of  any  former 
year :  and  he  did  not  think,  that  the  permanent  reve- 
nue of  the  United  States  could  be  well  expended 
beyond  that  fum.  For  inflance,  he  did  not  think 
that  nine  millions  could  be  railed  from  the  people 
vithout  oppreliion.  Indeed,  by  the  befl  calculations 
of  the  quantity  of  circulating  medium  in  the  coun- 
try, it  was  not  allowed  to  exceed  eight  millions  ;  and 
he  did  not  believe  that  any  nation  could  raife  a 
larger  fum  in  taxes  than  was  equal  to  the  amount  of 
their  circulating  fpecie.  He  fhould  therefore  vote 
asiainft  this  bill,  becaufe  he  did  not  believe  we  could 
raife  revenue  equal  to  the  expenle  of  fupporting  a 
fleet ;  for,  although  we  had  a  large  capital  in  land, 
wc  had  but  a  fmall  quantity  of  circulating  medium  ; 
and  from  our  fcattcred  lituation,  that  medium  cir- 
culated much  flower  than  in  fraaller  compa6t  coun- 
tries ;  and  it  muft  be  allowed  that  the  quantity  of 
revenue  which  could  be  raifed  depended  on  the 
amount  of  circulating  medium, 

Mr.  Giles  faid  he  ihould  vote  againfi:  the  pafling 
of  the  bill.  He  thought  a  navy  would  be  a  great 
evil  t>jr  this  country.  Our  great  interetl  lay  in  the 
toil  ;  and  if  ever  the  vitals  of  the  country  were  to  be 
drawn  together   for  the  purpole  of  prote6ling   our 
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commerce  on  the  fea,  he  Ihould  greatly  lament  it. 
He  believed  the  defpotifm  of  nations  kept  pace  ac- 
cording to  the  ratio  of  expenfe  of  their  Government. 
He  was  forry  to  fay  that  he  was  more  and  more  con- 
vinced that  it  was  the  conflant  aim  of  fome  gentle- 
men in  that  Houfe  to  increafe  the  expenfes  of  our 
Government.  The  propriety  of  eftablifhing  a  navy 
had  fcarcely  been  ever  ferioufly  conlidered  ;  it  was 
firft  begun  under  an  alarm,  and  it  had  been  continu- 
ally carried  on  by  the  fame  means.  Mr.  G.  adverted 
to  the  methods  employed  to  raife  men  by  prefling  in 
all  countries  where  navies  are  efiablifhed  ;  and  in- 
lifted  that  navies  and  prefs-gangs  were  infeparable ; 
for,  faid  he,  the  wages  of  feamen  are  now  thirty  dol- 
lars a  month,  and  when  men  are  wanted  for  the  fri- 
gates, the  price  will  doubtlefs  be  increafed,  and  the 
prefs-gang  muft  be  reforted  to,  or  the  navy  muft  be 
abandoned. 

Mr.  Harper  agreed  that  our  Government  depended 
upon  the  afFe61ions  of  the  people  for  its  fupport ;  but 
how  were  thefe  ajEfedlions  to  be  gained  ?  It  was  by 
proteCling  them  with  a  dignified,  enlarged,  and  con- 
firmed policy.  By  thefe  means  the  country  would 
become  itrong  ;  and  if  the  people  faw  their  Go- 
vernment, from  the  paltry  idea  of  expenfe,  aban- 
don its  rights,  they  would  not  care  w^hat  became  of 
it.  The  principles  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennfyl- 
vania  would  be  correct,  if  national  rights,  dignity, 
and  honour  could  be  fettled  by  counting-houfe  cal- 
culations. If  fo,  all  governments  might  be  aban- 
doned; no  public  meafure  could  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect :  lince  it  could  not  be  faid  of  any,  that  it  produced 
as  much  money  as  it  coft  ;  but  if  they  were  ufeful  in 
protecting  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  country, 
they  were  certainly  more  to  be  prized  than  money. 
He  denied  that  navies  in  every  country  were  fup- 
ported  by  prefs-gangs ;  thofe  of  Holland,  Sweden, 
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Denmark,  France*,  and  Portugal,  were  fupportecJ 
without  impreflment ;  and  in  England,  a  very  fmall 
proportion  of  the  men  employed  on  board  their  fleet 
were  impreflcd.  It  was  only  on  ludden  emergencies 
that  this  practice  was  reforted  to.  All  that  would  be 
neceffary  in  this  country,  would  be,  to  give  fomewhat 
higher  wages  than  the  Biitifh.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  bill  would  pafs. 

Mr.  Nicholas  had  always  been  of  opinion  that  the 
expenfe  of  thefe  frigates  was  a  ufelefs  expenfe :  he  did 
not  believe  a  cafe  could  happen,  except  within  our 
own  jurifdi(^ion,  where  thefe  veflels  could  be  of  ad- 
vantage to  us  ;  but,  notwithftanding  this  was  his  opi- 
nion, he  fhould  vote  for  the  palTing  of  this  bill,  be- 
caufe  he  faw  the  fentiment  of  that  Houfe  and  of  the 
public  was  ftrongly  in  its  favour,  from  a  perfuafion 
that  the  meafure  was  neceffary,  and  that  the  thing 
would  be  a  continual  topic  of  difpute  until  it  was 
carried  into  effe^V.  He  was  willing,  therefore,  to  let 
the  veffels  go  to  fea,  believing  that  nothing  ihort  of 
aclual  experience  would  convince  the  fupporters  of 
this  meafure  that  it  was  ufelefs,  expeniive,  and  inju- 
rious ;  and  hoping  that,  after  one  year's  experience  of 
the  plaything,  finding  money  was  of  greater  value 
than  the  frigates,  all  parties  would  concur  in  the  re- 
linquiihing  it. 

Mr.  Sezvall  (d\6.,  that  the  arguments  which  had  been 
-  ufed  againft  this  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade 
of  the  United  States,  went  to  fhow  that  commerce 
was  ufelefs,  and  that  the  protection  of  it  would  be  ex- 
peniive beyond  any  profit  which  could  be  derived 
from  it ;  and  fome  who  voted  for  the  pafling  of  the  bill 
did  it  from  the  profeffed  motive  of  giving  the  thing  a 
trial,  that  it  might  afterwards  be  abandoned.  Gentle- 
men who  depend  upon  agriculture  for  every  thing, 

*  Mr.  Harper  was  certainly  joking  about  France,  They  have 
ro  need  to  prefs  in  that  free  country,  where  the  whole  people  of  the 
country  are  in  a  fiate  oi  re^uijitiony  which  is  no  other  than  ailate  of 
ifiiprejjment* 
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he  fa'id,  need  not  put  themfelves  to  tlic  expenfe  of 
protecting  the  commerce  of  the  counhy ;  commerce 
Was  able  to  protect  itfelf  if  they  would  only  lufFer  it 
to  do  fo.  Let  thofe  States  who  live  by  commerce  be 
feparated  by  the  Confederacy — (Mr.  Varnum  wilhed 
to  know  if  this  was  in  order.)  Mr.  S.  went  on*  He 
had  in  his  eye  people  who  lived  by  commerce,  and 
he  could  not  underltand  that  thev  lived  bv  the  mere 
good  will  of  the  Union.— Let  them,  faid  he,  be  aban- 
doned :  but  let  it  be  done  before  they  are  reduced  to 
poverty  and  wrctchednefs.  Their  coUeded  induftry 
and  poverty  were  equal  to  their  own  protection  ;  and 
let  other  parts  of  the  Confederacy  take  care  of  them- 
felves. 

After  fome  further  debate,  the  amendment  reflrain- 
ing  the  Prefident  from  employing  the  frip;ates  as  con- 
voys, was  put,  and  carried,  70  to  25.  The  bill  then 
paffed. 

When,  however,  the  bill,  thus  haggled  and  mu- 
tilated, came  before  the  Senate,  they,  without  much 
helitation,  fent  it  back  with  difdain.  This  furnifhed 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  PVench  fadlion  to 
endeavour  to  defeat  the  bill  altogether  ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  no  iboner 
read,  than  New^  of  Virginia,  moved  to  pollpone  all 
further  coniideration  of  the  fubjc6t  to  the  firft  Mon- 
day in  November. 

This  motion  having  been  rejected,  the  amend- 
ments were  taken  up,  beginning  with  the  principal 
one,  viz.  that  refpe<5ting  rowi^oyx.  The  Senate  would 
not  agree  to  prohibit  the  Prefident  from  employing 
the  frigates  as  convoys.  Nicholas  moved  that  the 
Houfe  fhould  in/jji  ;  and  his  motion  was  lolt  but  by  one 
vote.  A  motion  was  then  made  from  the  other  fide 
of  the  Houle  to  recede  ;  but  this  was  lofl  alto,  and  a 
middle  courfe  was  determined  on.  A  Committee 
was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Senate  on  the  fub- 
je6l  of  the  diiFerence ;  the  refult  of  which  conference 
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was,  the  Senate  agreed  to  recede  from  all  their  othef 
amendments,  but  from  that  refpecting  con-coys  they 
would  not  recede. 

The  bill  was  now  taken  up  for  the  laft  time  in  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefcntalives  ;  and  after  very  llrenuous 
efforts  on  the  part  of  the  French  to  defeat  it  altoge- 
ther, it  was  put  to  the  vote,  and  carried  (with  the  Se- 
nate's amendment  j,  57  to  47  *. 

Spaii'iJJi  Ajfa'irs. — The  treaty  with  Spain,  which  was 
concluded  juft  after  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  was 
made,  makes  provifion  for  the  mode  of  fettling  the 
difpute,  which  had  longexifted,  refpedting  the  boun- 
dary line  between  the  territories  of  Spain  and  thofc 
of  the  United  States.  Tliere  is  no  doubt  but  this 
bufmefs  would  have  been  fettled  very  amic  ;bly  ;  but, 
after  the  treaty  was  made,  and  before  the  American 
Comniiffioner  went  off  in  order  to  run  the  line,  the 
poor  King  of  Spain  had  made  peace  wr.  u  France  ;  and 
it  wasdoubtlefs  by  the  order  of  the  villains  of  Paris, 
that  every  diiftcuUy  was  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
American  Commifiioner. — The  following  reports  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  give  a  full  account  of  the  mat- 
ter. 

Department  of  State^  June  10,  IT97. 

The  Secretary  of  State  rel'peftfully  reports  to  the 
Prefident  of  the  United  States  the  fubitance  of  the 
information  received  the  8th  inft.  from  Andrew  Elli- 
cott,  Kfq.  the  CommiHioner  of  the  United  States  ap- 
pointed to  run  the  ooundary  line  between  their  ter- 
ritory and  his  Catholic  Majelly's  colonies  of  Eatl  and 
Weft  Florida. 


*  If  any  proofs  were  wanting  of  the  exiftence  of  a  French  fac- 
tion, of  the  exiftence  of  a  powerful  French  influence  in  America, 
the  debates  on  this  bill  have  moft  amply  furniflied  it.  If  the  French 
tlefpots  had  had  reprefcntalives  in  the  Congrefs,  they  could 
not  have  difcovered  more  zeal  in  their  caufe  than  was  difcovered  by 
nearly  one  half  of  the  meaibers. 

Although 
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Although  Mr.  ElHcott  left  Philadelphia  in  Sep- 
tember, 1796,  to  proceed  by  the  Ohio  and  Miffiffippi 
rivers,  to  the  Natchez,  the  place  appointed  by  the 
treaty  with  Spain  ;  at  which  the  Coinmiffi oners  of 
the  two  Governments  were  to  meet;  yet,  owing  to 
the  lownefs  of  the  w^aters  of  the  Ohio,  he  did  not 
reach  its  mouth  until  the  1 9th  day  of  December  : 
two  days  after  which,  both  the  Ohio  and  Miffiffippi 
were  almoll:  frozen  ov^er.  On  the  2,1ft  of  January 
the  ice  began  to  give  way,  and  their  llore-boat  ar- 
riving on  the  28  th,  they  proceeded  on  the  31ft  for 
the  Natcliez-  On  the  21ft  February  Mr.  Ellicott 
-received  a  letter  from  his  Catholic  Majefly's  Go- 
vernor, Gayofo  de  Lemos,  dated  at  the  Natchez  the 
lyth  February,  mentioning  the  inforniation  he  had 
received  of  his  approaching  arrival,  attended  by  a 
military  guard  and  fome  woodfmen ;  and  defiring 
that  the  troops  might  be  left  about  the  mouth  of 
Bayon  Pierre  ;  affigning  for  his  reafon,  that  thereby 
every  unforefeen  mifunderflanding  between  the  troops 
of  the  two  powers  would  be  prevented.  With  this 
requeft,  from  views  of  accommodation,  Mr.  Ellicott 
complied.  Bayon  Pierre  is  about  60  miles  above  the 
Natchez. 

On  the  •24th  February  Mr.  Ellicott  reached  the 
Natchez,  and  immediately  by  a  letter  acquainted 
Governor  Gayofo  of  his  arrival.  The  Governor  on 
the  fame  day  returned  an  anfwcr.  The  day  follow- 
ing they  had  an  interview,  and  fixed  on  the  1 9th  of 
March  to  proceed  down  the  river  to  Clarkfeville, 
near  which  it  was  fuppofed  the  line  would  com- 
mence. The  Monday  following,  February  27th, 
Mr.  Ellicott  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Baron  de  Caronde- 
let,  his  Catholic  Majelly's  Governor  General  of  Loui- 
fiana,  and  the  Commiffioner  named  by  the  Court  of 
Spain  for  afcertaining  the  boundary  line,  to  inform 
him  of  his  arrival  at  the  Natchez  as  the  Commiffioner 
of  the  United  States.     The  Baron  s  anfwer,  dated 

March 
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March  liV,  was  received  the  9th  ;  and  on  the  fame 
day  Governor  Gayofo  waited  on  Mr.  EUicott,  and 
informed  him  that  the  Baron,  in  confequence  of  in- 
terefting  concerns  below,  haddechned  to  attend,  and 
that  the  whole  bufinefs  had  devolved  on  him.  Mr, 
Ellicott  expreffed  his  fatisfadion,  becaufe  he  ex- 
pected that  he  (Governor  Gayofo)  would  be  imme- 
diatel)-  ready  to  proceed.  The  Governor  anfvvered, 
"  No  time  fnall  be  ]o{\  ;  but  I  fear  I  fliall  not  be 
ready  by  the  19th  ;  and  although  the  Baron  declines 
at'^ingon  account  of  ilic  bulinefs  which  demands  his 
ronftant  attention  at  Orleans,  he  is,  neverthelefs, 
defirons  of  having  an  interview  with  ybu  ;  and,  for 
that  purpofe,  has  ordered  a  galley  to  be  fitted  up  for 
your  ufe  and  accommodation  to  New-Orleans."— Mr, 
Ellicott  confidered  that  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
with  Spain  required  the  Commiffioners  for  running 
the  boundary  line  to  meet  at  Natchez;  and  then, 
being  at  this  port,  it  was  his  duty  to  remain  there 
until  the  Spanilh  CommiiTioner  fhould  be  ready  to 
proceed  witli  him  to  ihe  place  where  the  line  Ihould 
( ommence  ;  and  therefore  he  declined  the  Baron's 
invitation. 

On  the  27th  February  Mr.  Ellicott  encamped  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  town  of  Natchez,  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  from  the  fort  occupied  by  the  Spanifh 
troops  ;  and  two  days  after  hoifted  the  flag  of  the 
United  States.  Upon  this  he  received  a  verbal  mef- 
fage  from  Governor  Gayofo,  by  his  Aid,  Major 
Minor,  defiring  the  flag  might  be  taken  down  ; 
which  Mr.  Ellicot  declined  doing.  The  requefi: 
was  not  repeated.  Elere  Mr.  Ellicott  began  his 
adronomical  obfervations,  and  found  the  hill  on 
which  he  was  encamped,  to  be  in  latitude  31°  33' 
46",  or  about  39  miles  north  of  thefouth  boundary 
of  the  United  States. 

In  this  fituation  Mr.  Ellicott  was  told  alarming 
iiories  about  the  unfavourable  difpofition  of  the  In- 
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i^ans,  under  an   Idea  that  the  United  States  were 
meditating  their  dejftrudion.     The  whole  fettlement 
was  for  Ibme  days  Ivvarming  with  them ;  and  they 
frequently  vvent  about  his  camp  with  drawn  knives. 
For  his  own  lafety,  he  frequently  ifiued  proviiionsto 
them.     Thus   critically  circumlianced,  he,  on  the 
I  ith  of  March,  wrote  to  Governor  Gayofo  the  letter 
to  which  he  received  the  anfwer.     But  in  the  mean 
time  Mr.  Ellicott  had  fent  an  exprefs  to  the  com-r 
manding   officer   of  his   efcort  (conlifiing  of  only 
twenty-five  men),    which,    in  complaifance  to  the 
Governor's  iirft  requefl,  he  had  left  lixty  miles  up 
the  river,   to  come  down  diredly  to  the  Natchez. 
And  being  determined  not  to  countermand  this  order, 
he,  on  the  1 3th,  wrote  to  Governor  Gayofo  the  letter, 
propofing  Bacon's  Landing,  about  a  mile  below  his 
camp,  for  the  flation  of  his  efcort ;  but  before  this 
letter  was  fent  he  had  an  interview  with  the  Go- 
vernor, who  undertook  to  prove  the  propriety  and 
neceffity  of  the  whole  party  from  the  United  States 
going  down  to  Clarke's  Place,  and  clofed  hisreafon- 
jng  by  obferving,  that  if  the  efcort  did  land  at  the 
Natchez  he  fhould  conlider  it  as  an  intuit  offered  to 
the  King  his  maimer.     Mr,  Ellicott  then  telling  the 
Governor  that  he  fhould  fend  him  immediately  an. 
anfwer  in  writing,  obferved,  that  the  defire  which 
was  conftantly  manifefted  to  draw  him  from   that 
place  (the  Natchez)  appeared  fingular,   as  it  was  de- 
lignated  in  the  late  treaty  between  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jelly  and  the  United  States,  as  the  place  of  meeting 
for  the  Commiflioners ;  and,  therefore,  that  he  ihould 
reje<!n:  every  propolition  that  was  intended  to  draw 
him  from  his  prelent  fituation,  until  the  Commiffioner 
and   Surveyor  on    behalf  of    the   Crown  of  Spain 
were  ready  to  proceed  to   bufincfs.     To  which  the 
Governor  replied,     '*  Sir,    you    either   mittake    my 
"  meaning,  or  I  have  expreffed  myfelf  very  badly, 
'*  I  do  not  want  you  to  leave  this  place,  bet,  op  the 
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contrary,  I  am  defirous  for  you  to  take  up  your 
relidence  in  my  home  ;  you  will  live  there  much 
more  comfortably  than  in  a  tent."  Mr.  Ellicott 
faid  that  his  tent  was  much  more  agreeable  than  a 
palace  ;  for  in  his  camp  he  enjoj'cd  an  independence 
charadleriftic  of  the  nation  he  had  ihe  honour  to  rc- 
prefent.  The  next  morning  Mr.  Ellicott  fent  his 
letter,  and  the  fame  day  received  the  Governor's 
anfvver,  expreffing  his  entire  fatisfadtion  with  Mr. 
Ellicott's  fentiments,  as  uniformly  agreeing  with  his 
own,  in  every  thing  which  could  combine  the  mutual 
interefls  of  the  two  nations. 

The  evening  following,  March  15,  Mr.  Ellicott's 
efcort  arrived  at  the  Landing,  and  the  next  day  went 
down  to  the  place  he  had  propofed  for  their  ftation. 

The  officer  of  the  efcort  having  found  in  the  fettle- 
ment  a  number  of  deferters  from  the  American  army, 
took  them  up  :  this  occaiioned  fome  verbal  commu- 
nications between  Governor  Gayofo  and  Mr.  Ellicott, 
the  former  deliring  the  deferters  might  be  difmiffed. 
Mr.  Ellicott  thereupon  propofed  this  arrangement : 
that  fuch  deferters  from  the  army  of  the  United  States 
as  came  into  that  country,  and  took  the  prote(5lion 
of  the  Spanifh  Government  prior  to  the  time  fixed 
by  the  treaty  for  the  evacuation  of  the  pofrs,  fhould, 
for  the  prefent,  remain  unmolefled  ;  but  that  fuch  as 
had  come  to  that  country  lince  that  time  Ihould  be 
liable  to  be  taken  and  detained. 

About  the  time  Mr.  Ellicott's  efcort  arrived,  the 
principal  part  of  the  artillery  was  taken  out  of  the 
fort  and  carried  to  the  Landing,  and  every  appearance 
made  of  a  fpcedy  evacuation;  but  on  the  2 2d  of 
March  great  induflry  was  ufed  in  carrying  cannon 
back  to  the  fort,  which  were  immediately  remounted. 
This  gave  great  alarm  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  dif- 
tri6f,  who  generally  manifeflcd  a  defire  of  being  de- 
clared fubje6Vs  of  the  United  States,  and  at  once  to 
renounce  the  Spanilh  jurifdicUon,     In  order  to'quiet 
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the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  be  able  to  give 
them  fome  reafons  for  the  Governor's  condu6t,  which 
now  began  to  be  confidered  as  boftile  to  the  United 
States,  Mr.  ElHcott,  on  the  23d  of  March,  wrote  the 
letter  which  was  followed  by  a  note,  to  which  he 
received  the  Governor's  anfwer.  This  anfwer  con- 
taining information  that  the  important  bufinefsof  run- 
ning the  boundary  line  fhould  foon  be  commenced, 
and  an  aliurance  that  nothing  could  prevent  the  re- 
ligious compliance  with  the  treaty,  Mr.  Ellicott  ex- 
preffed  his  latisfadion  in  his  letter  to  the  Governor, 
No.  12. 

•  It  being  now  reported  that  the  American  troops 
would  be  down  in  a  few  days,  the  Governor  fent  by 
his  Aid,  to  Mr.  Ellicott,  an  open  letter  from  the  Go- 
vernor dire6led  to  Captain  Pope,  who,  it  was  laid, 
commanded  thofe  troops,  informing  him  that  for 
fundry  reafons  it  would  be  proper  and  conducive  to 
the  harmony  of  the  two  nations,  for  himfelf  and  the 
detachment  under  his  command  to  remain  at  or  near 
the  place  where  the  letter  fhould  meet  him,  until 
the  pofls  fhould  be  evacuated  ;  and  as  every  prepa- 
ration was  making  for  that  purpofe,  the  delay  would 
be  but  a  few  days,  when  he  would  be  happy  to  fee 
him  at  the  Natchez.  This  propofal  to  Captain  Pope, 
the  Governor,  in  his  letter,  deli  red  Mr.  Ellicott  to 
fecond.  Upon  reading  the  letter  Mr.  Elhcott  obferv- 
ed  to  Major  Minor,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him 
to  join  in  the  Governor's  requeft  to  Captain  Pope,  as 
it  was  well  known  to  him  (Mr.  Ellicott),  that,  inftead 
of  evacuating  the  poiis,  they  were  making  them  more 
defenlible.  However,  Mr.  Ellicott  faid  he  would 
write  a  letter  to  the  ofhcer  commanding  the  detach- 
ment, and  requeiled  Major  Minor  (as  he  was  to  be 
the  bearer  of  the  Governor's  letter  to  the  Walnut 
Hills j  to  take  charge  of  it  j  to  which  he  had  no  ob- 
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On  the  28th  of  March  the  Governor  iflued  the 
proclamation  bearing  the  date  of  March  29th,  and 
another  bearing  the  fame  date,  with  the  avowed  ob- 
jccft  of  quieting  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  ;  but 
they  produced  a  contrary  etfeoL  As  foon  as  the 
Governor  difcovered  this,  he  rcqueiled  two  gentlemeu 
of  the  fettlcment  to  inform  Mr.  EHicott  that  he,  tho 
Governor,  had  received  direilions  from  the  General 
in  Chief,  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  to  have  the  artil- 
lery and  mihtary  ftores  expeditioufly  removed  frorr^ 
the  forts,  which  were  immediately  to  be  given  up  to 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  upon  their  arrival. 
Great  pains  were  taken  to  inculcate  this  report ;  but 
it  did  not  remove  fufpicions.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
obtain  a  direct  explanation,  Mr.  Ellicott,  on  the  3  ill 
of  March,  wrote  to  the  Governor  the  letter,  enclo- 
ling  two  paragraphs  of  an  addrefs  he  had  received 
from  a  number  of  refpedablc  inhabitants  of  the  dif- 
trict.  The  Governor's  anfwer,  of  the  fame  date, 
confirmed  every  fufpicion,  as  it  contained  an  explicit 
declaration,  that  his  General  had  given  him  pofitive 
orders  to  fulpend  the  evacuation  of  the  pofts  until 
the  two  Governments  fhould  determine  whether  the 
works  were  to  be  left  {landing  or  to  be  demolifhed ;  • 
and  until,  by  an  additional  article  to  the  treaty,  the 
real  property  of  the  inhabitants  fhould  be  fecured, 
agreeably  to  his  proclamation,  in  which  the  Governor 
thought  proper  to  tell  the  inhabitants  that  negotia- 
tions were  on  foot  between  his  Catholic  Majefty  and 
the  United  States,  for  the  adjuflment  of  that  other 
matter.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  that  nq 
fuch  negotiation  had  exified,  and  that  this  is  the. 
firlt  time  that  thefe  object: ions  to  the  evacuation  of 
the  pofis  have  been  heard  of.  This  peremptory  de- 
claration of  Governor  Gayolb  requires  no  comment. 

Mr.  Ellicott  fays,  that,  with  the  exception  of  about 
eight  perfons,  including  fome  otiicers,  ^11  the  injha- 

bitantii 


JULY,  1797.  225 

bitants  of  the  Natchez  dlftridl  (within  the  limit  of 
the  United  States)  are  delirous  of  coming  under  their 
jurifdiction,  and  to  have  a  government  eftablllhied 
there,  limilar  to  that  north-weft  of  the  river  Ohio. 
iVIy  inquiries  enable  me  to  add,  that  the  population 
amounts  to  nearly  four  thoufand  fouls. 

Mr.  EUicott  further  informs  that  he  has  not  only 
reafon  to  beheve,  but  is  certain,  that  many  grants  for 
lands  in  that  diftri6l  have  been  given  out  by  the  of- 
ficers of  the  Government  of  Louifiana,  lincc  the 
ratification  of  the  late  treaty,  and  that  their  furveyors 
are  now  executing  the  furveys. 

'  On  the  18th  of  April,  when  Mr.  Elllcott  was  fold- 
ing up  his  difpatches,  he  received  from  Governor 
Gayolb  the  letter  complaining  of  the  enliftment  of 
perfons  in  that  diftridt  as  an  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  ;  and  requefiing  that 
the  perfons  enlifted  might  be  difcbarged;  to  which 
Mr.  Ellicott  immediately  returned  an  anfwcr,  ob- 
ferving  that  the  matter  required  inveftigation ;  but 
alTuring  Governor  Gayofo  that  he  vv^ould  be  careful 
neither  to  infringe  the  rights  of  the  fubje(5ts  of  his 
Catholic  Majefty,  nor  willingly  fuffer  thoie  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  be  infringed. 

The  bearer  of  Mr.  ElJicott's  difpatches  informs  me, 
that  before  he  left  the  Natchez  they  had  heard  that 
two  gun-boats  were  preparing  at  New-Orleans  to 
bring  up  reinforcements  ;  and  ftnce  his  arrival  I  have 
received  information  which,  connec51:ed  with  this 
detail  of  fa(fts,  is  entitled  to  belief — that  about  the 
loth  of  May,  three  large  boats  full  of  troops,  be- 
ftdes  a  party  by  land,  fet  oft  from  New-Orleans  for 
the  Natchez — it  was  added,  for  the  purpofe  of  driv- 
ing oft'  the  continental  troops  that  had  taken  pof- 
feftion,  agreeably  to  the  late  treaty. 

Timothy  Pickering. 
VOL.  VI.  ct  .AMitional 
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atUtioiuil  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Pre' 
Jident  of  the  United  Slates^  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Officers  of  his  Catholic  Majefiy^  in  relation  to  the 
Pofls  occupied  by  his  Troops  ivilhin  the  Limits  of  the 
Utiited  States,  the  Boundary  Line,  and  other  Matters 
ihereivith  conne6led. 

On  Thurfday  laft,  the  29th  of  June,  I  received 
farther  dilpatches  from  Andrew  Ellicott,  Efq.  the 
Commiflioner  of  the  United  States  at  the  Natchez, 
dated  the  loth  of  May  laft,  of  which  an  extra (51  and 
copies,  numbered  one,  two,  and  three,  are  lubjoined. 
By  thefe  it  appears,  that  a  new  motive  has  been  al- 
figned  by  the  Commander  in  Cliief,  the  Baron  de 
Carondclet,  and  Governor  Gayofo,  for  fiill  retaining 
t}]c  pofleiiion  of  the  polls  of  the  Natchez  and  Wal- 
nut Hills,  and  for  firengthening  the  fortifications,  viz. 
to  guard  againjl  an  attack  by  the  BritiJJi  from  Canada. 
This  motive  being  derived  from  information  commn- 
iiicated  to  the  Baron  de  Carondclet  by  the  Chevalier 
de  Yrujo,  the  Minifter  of  his  Catholic  Majcfty  to 
the  United  States,  it  appears  neccdary  again  to  bring 
before  the  Prefidcnt  my  correl'pondencc  with  the 
Spanilh  and  Britifh  Mini  Hers  on  that  fubjec*^. 

Although  the  Minifter  declared  he  had  ju(t  reafons 
for  fufpedling  an  expedition  from  Canada  was  pre- 
paring by  the  Britifh  again  ft  the  upper  parts  of 
Louihana,  yet  he  never  mentioned  a  finglc  (aS.  or 
rcafon  on  which  his  tlifpicion  was  founded.  From 
all  the  cxiliing  circumltanccs,  I  ever  believed  the 
fufjMcion  to  be  groundlcfs  ;  and  the  note  of  Mr. 
LifroUj  the  Britifh  Minifter,  of  the  19th  lait  month, 
derlares  that  no  fuch  expedition  has  been,  or  is  in- 
tended by  tbe  Britilli  Government. 

On  the  i6th  of  March  lafi,  by  the  Prcfident's  dl- 
rci^tion,  I  inquired  of  the  Miniiter  of  his  Catholic 
Majclly  whether  tlie  Spanifli  troops  had  been  witli- 
dravvn,  agreeably  to  the  treaty,  from  the  territory  of 
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the  United  States  ;  and  if  not,  what  orders  or  mea- 
fares  for  withdrawing  them  had  been  taken.  To 
this  the  Miniiler  anfwered  on  the  17th  of  April,  that 
not  having  for  fome  months  heard  from  the  Baron  de 
Carondelet,  he  vv^is  *'  deprived  of  any  information 
**^  touching  the  fteps  taken  for  the  execution  of  the 
**  treaty."  Neverthelels  he  had  previoufly  informed 
the  Baron  de  Carondelet  of  his  fulpicions  of  a  pro- 
jected expedition  from  Canada  ;  for  on  the  ift  of 
May  it  is  offered  by  Governor  Gayolb  as  a  new 
realbn  for  continuing  to  hold  the  pofts. 

-On  the  24th  of  June  laft,  the  Minifterof  his  Ca- 
tholic Majefty  wrote  me  the  letter,  in  which  he  un- 
dertakes to  give  the  fabllance  of  two  letters  from  the 
Baron  de  Carondelet,  and  which  about  a  week  before 
he  had  orally  tranflated  to  me  from  the  Spanifh  ori- 
ginals. Thefe  letters  (as  appears  by  the  detail  of 
them  now  given  by  the  Minifler)  exhibited  divers 
complaints  againtl  Mr.  Ellicott,  whofe  condu(5l  is 
aiiigned  as  the  caufe  of  an  alleged  mifundertlanding 
between  him  and  Governor  Gayofo,  and  of  the  delay 
in  commencing  the  running  of  the  boundary  line. 

One  article,  however,  the  Minifi:er  has  omitted  in 
his  recital.  The  Baron  de  Carondelet  complained, 
among  other  things,  that  Mr.  Ellicott  had  not  given 
him  notice  of  his  arrival  at  the  Natchez  as  the  Com- 
miilioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  running 
the  boundary  line  between  their  territories  and  thofe 
of  Spain.  1  was  altonifhed  at  this  complaint,  as  I 
had  then  lying  on  my  table  Mr.  EUicott's  letter  to 
the  Baron,  dated  the  27th  of  February,  only  three 
days  after  Mr.  EUicott's  arrival  at  the  Natchez,  an- 
nouncing his  arrival  as  the  Commiffioner  of  the 
United  States  for  the  object  above  expreffed,  and 
two  copies  of  the  Baron's  anlwer,  dated  at  New- 
Orleans  the  ili  of  March,  one  of  the  original  Spa- 
nifh, and  the  other  a  tranllation  in  Englilh,  acknow- 
ledging  the   receipt   of  Mr.    EUicott's    letter,    and 
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*'  congratulating  him  on  his  arrival  in  tiiat  country 
*'  in  the  charac^ler  of  Commiflioner  on  the  part  of 
**  the  United  States,  to  run  the  dividing  line  between 
"■  the  territories  of  his  Catholic  Maieflv  and  the 
*'  United  Slates."  1  immediately  pretented  thefe 
copies  to  the  Minifter,  in  whom  the  repugnance  of 
fa6l  to  afiertion  excited  the  natural  fenfation ;  but 
loon  recollecting  hirafelf,  he  made  this  apology  for 
the  Baron,  that  he  fuppofed  that  he  did  not  coniidcr 
Mr.  Ellicott's  letter  as  oihcial.  This  letter  and  the 
tranflation  of  the  Baron's  anfwer  have  been  already 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  pubhihcd. 

The  fadls  I  have  here  ftated  relative  to  the  com- 
plaint of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  which  the  Spanifli 
Minifter  has  omitted  in  his  detail,  appeared  to  me 
important  to  be  laid  before  you,  to  be  confidered 
together  with  the  other  complaints  which  the  Miniiler 
has  recited.  As  to  the  complaint  that  Mr.  Ellicott 
attempted  to  get  potleflion  of  the  Natchez  fort  by 
furprife,  and  that  the  Governor  Gayofo  has  in 
his  power  documents  which  evidently  prove  the 
intention  of  that  attempt ;"  I  have  examined  the 
two  gentlemen  who  have  brought  Mr.  Ellicott's  dif- 
patches,  and  they  declare  that  they  never  heard  of 
fuch  an  attempt  being  made  ar  intended  by  Mr.  El- 
licott ;  and  that,  far  from  exciting  difaffection  to 
the  Sp-anilli  Government  in  the  minds  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Natchez,  he  uniformly  recommended  pa- 
tience and  fubmiffion,  until  tiie  Spanilh  juril'dit^ion 
fnould  Ijc  withdrawn. 

Upon  a  view  of  the  whole  correfpondcncc,  now 
and  before  fubmittcd  to  the  Prefidcnt,  it  appears  that 
the  Governors  of  his  Catholic  Majcfiy  on  the  Mif- 
liiiippi  have,  on  various  pretences,  poflponed  the 
running  of  the  boundary  line,  and  the  withdrawing 
of  his  troops  from  the  polls  they  occupied  witliin  the 
territory  of  the  United  States;  that  after  repeated 
'^jvertures,  promifes,  ajid  appearances  of  commencing 
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the  execution  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  na- 
tions, in  both  thole  retpeds,  their  con(]n6t  de- 
monttrates  tliat  for  an  indefinite  period  tliey  mean 
to  avoid  doing  either  ;  that  there  is  but  too  much 
rcafon  to  believe  Mr.  Ellicott's  fulpiclons  well 
founded,  that  an  undue  influence  has  been  exerciicd 
over  tht:  Indians  by  the  officers  oi  his  Cathohc  Ma- 
jefiy,  to  prepare  them  for  a  rupture  with  the  United 
States  ;  thefc  fufpicions  corretponding  with  other  in- 
telhgence  recently  received  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
find  by  me.  Mine  is  by  a  private  letter  from  Colonel 
Sargent,  the  Secretary  of  the  territory  north -well  of 
thfe  river  Ohio. 

Whether  this  plan  of  exciting  the  Indians  to  dire<fl 
hoftilities  again  ft  the  United  States  has  been  con- 
templated and  promoted  by  any  of  our  own  citizens, 
it  may  be  difficuU  to  fay  ;  but  that  one  or  more  of 
thole  citizens  have  propofed  and  taken  mealures  to 
detach  the  Ibuthern  IndianslVom  the  intereits  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  deitroy  the  inlltience  of  the 
public  agents  over  thofe  nations,  and  thus  to  defeat 
the  great  objedls  of  their  appointment,  the  chief  of 
which  is  to  preferve  peace,  is  certain.  The  evidence 
of  this  important  fa6t  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the 
Secretary  of  War.  That  evidence  having  a  reference 
to  the  Britirti  Minifter  and  his  Government,  I  took 
the  liberty  of  addreffing  to  him  a  letter,  dated  the  lit 
inltant,  to  which  I  received  an  anfwer. 

As  clolely  connected  with  this  bufinefs,  I  lay  before 
you  the  copy  of  my  letter,  dated  the  27th  of  April 
laft,  to  Charles  Jackfon,  Efq.  the  Diftri6f  Attorney 
of  Georgia,  reciting  a  paflage  in  a  letter  Irom  the 
Spanifb  Miniiler,  dated  the  2 ill  of  April,  declaring 
his  politive  knowledge  that  the  Enelilli  had  made 
proportions  to  General  Clarke  of  Georgia,  to  obtain 
his  influence  in  that  State,  in  conjunc^lion  with  Ibme 
perfons  who  might  make  a  diverfion  or  ferious  attack 
♦igainft  Florida.     By  Mr.  Jacklbu's   anfwer,    from 
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which  an  extract  is  herewith  prefcnted,  it  appears, 
that,  after  dihgcnt  inquiry,  he  could  not  find  any 
pcrfon  that  knew  any  thing  of  tlie  bufinels,  or  that 
entertained  a  bchef  of  the  kind  :  and  that  from 
General  Clarke's  known  violent  aniipatliies  to  the 
Enghfh,  and  other  circumitanecs,  he  doubled  the 
truth  of  the  report  altogether*. 

All  which  is  re lpe6l fully  fubmitted. 
Department  of  State,         Timothy  Pickering. 
-^uly  3,  1797. 


French  Depredations. — In  confequence  of  a  refolu- 
tion  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprelcntatives,  calling  for 
information  refpe^ling  the  depredations  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  the  following  report  was  laid 
before  them. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  refpeBlng  the 
Depredations  committed  on  the  Commerce  of  the  United 
States,  ftnce   the    \Ji   of  OStoher,   1796.     American 

*  There  are  certain  niifcreants  in  this  country  who  have  the 
impudence  to  talk  of  the  bad  faith  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  let  them 
now  compare  her  conduft,  in  the  execution  of  treaties,  with  that 
of  the  fiatural  allies.  The  forts  file  pofleired  weie  delivered  up  to 
an  hour,  and  every  other  part  of  the  treaty  (he  puuftually  adheres 
to,  while  France  is  in  the  open  violation  of  her  treaty,  after  having 
long  enjoyed  its  benefits,  and  while  Spain  pays  no  more  attention 
to  hers  than  if  it  were  a  ballad  or  a  farce.  And  yet  we  find  wretches 
impudent  and  vile  enough  to  endeavour  to  perpetuate  an  ill-found- 
ed, and,  to  us,  deftnu'tive  prejudice  againft  Britain;  a  nation 
vvhofe  friendfliip  is  of  ineftimable  value,  and  not  more  valuable 
than  fincere.  Had  Great  Britain  detained  the  Weftern  ports  but  a 
day  bevond  the  time  fixed  for  their  delivery  ;  h;td  flie  behaved  to 
our  oflicers  as  the  Spaniards  have  to  Mr.  EUicott,  vvhat  execrations 
would  not  have  been  vomiied  forth  againft  her!  Mr.  Dayton  (the 
honeff  Speaker)  would  have  had  his  confifcating  irons  in  the  fire  in 
a  moment,  and  Monficur  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  would  have  again 
called  forth  "  the  American  youth,  whofe  independent  hearts  beat 
*'  fn^ti  for  an  opportunity  to  Jignalize  their  valour.'''  But  now  that 
the  infult,  the  wrong,  come  from  the  Spaniards  and  the  French, 
it  is  all  very  well.  Not  a  ilnglc  voice  is  railed  to  vilify  and  tu  curie; 
the  American  youth  are  as  gentle  as  lamb*;  their  hearts,  which 
whilom  beat  fo  high,  now  lie  as  Juirpifh  as  a  (Itel  dumpling. 
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vcffels  have  been  captured  lince  the  ifl  of  October, 
1796,  by  the  armed  veliels  of  Spain,  Great  Brliain, 
and  France.  Of  captures  by  Spanifh  cruifers,  one 
was  the  polacre  Independence,  Captahi  Robertfon, 
laden  wholly  on  account  of  the  United  States,  with 
flores  for  Algiers,  in  purfuance  of  the  treaty  with  that 
regency  :  fhe  was  taken  on  the  i6th  of  February 
laft,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and 
carried  into  Cadiz.  The  polacre's  papers  were  per- 
fectly clear  ;  among  others,  fhe  had  a  Ipecial  paflport 
under  the  hand  of  the  Prelident  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  the  great  feal  thereof,  declaring  the  veficl  to  be 
the  property  of  two  citizens  of  the  United  States 
(whofe  names  were  inferted  in  the  paflport),  and  that 
the  cargo  was  wholly  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  and  deflined  for  Algiers.  She  had  alio  the 
paflport  of  the  Dey.  I'he  General  of  the  Marine 
had  cleared  the  polacre  and  cargo,  but  the  owners  of 
the  privateer  appealed  to  the  tribunal  at  Madrid,  and 
on  the  31ft  of  March  there  had  been  no  dccifion 
known  at  Cadiz. 

There  have  probably  been  a  number  of  captures 
by  Spanifh  cruifers,  although  not  particularly  fpeci- 
fled :  the  Conful  of  the  United  States  in  one  of  the 
ports  of  Spain,  having  informed  that  almofl  daily 
American  veflTels  were  taken  and  brought  in  by 
French  and  Spanifli  privateers. 

Captures  and  loffes  by  Britifh  cruifers,  the  Secre- 
tary prefumes,  have  not  been  rmmeroiis  :  for  Ihe  citizens 
of  the  United  States  having,  thefe  three  years  pafl:, 
been  accuftomed  to  look  up  to  the  Government  for 
aid  in  profecuting  their  claims,  it  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed that  generally  thefe  cafes  have  been  reported  to 
the  Department  of  State.  An  abflrae^^  of  fuch  as 
have  been  communicated  is  annexed. 

In  order  to  orcfent  a  clearer  viev/  of  French  de- 
predations, if  will  be  neceflary  to  notice  the  rules 
which  flie  has  preferibed  to  her  cruifers  and  tribunals. 
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As  applicable  to  captures  made  fincelaftOdlober, 
the  decree  of  the  Executive  Dircftory  of  the  2d  of 
July,  1796,  merits  the  iirft  attention.  It  announces 
that  the  conduct  of  France  towards  neutrals  will 
be  regulated  by  the  manner  in  which  they  fhould 
fuffer  the  Englifh  to  treat  them.  At  Malaga  and 
Cadiz,  the  French  Conluls  have  interpreted  this  de- 
cree to  authorize  the  capture  and  condemnation  of 
American  veffels,  for  the  tingle  circumftance  of 
their  being deltined  to  a  Britifh  port.  But  its  fuUeft 
effe^l  has  been  produced  in  the  Weft  Indies,  v^hofe 
feas  fwarm  with  privateers  and  gun-boats,  which 
have  been  called  forth  by  the  latitude  allowed  to  their 
depredations  by  the  indefinite  terms  of  that  decree 
and  the  explanatory  orders  of  the  agents  of  the  Di- 
rectory at  Guadaloupe  and  St.  Domingo.  Two  of 
thefe  decrees  have  been  already  communicated  to 
Congrefs*,  and  it  may  be  only  requifite  here  to  refer 
to  them. 

At  Guadaloupe  an  order  was  iffued  by  Vi6ior 
Ungues  and  Lebas,  dated  the  ift  of  February  laft, 
authorizing  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  all 
neutral  velTels  bound  to  certain  enumerated  ports, 
which  it  is  pretended  in  the  decree  were  delivered  up 
to  the  Englilh,  and  are  occupied  and  defended  by 
emigrants;  and  alfo  of  llich  veflels  as  fhould  bp 
cleared  out  generally  for  the  Weft  Indies.  This  de- 
cree refers  to  and  enforces  a  decree  of  the  24th  of 
December,  1796,  iiiiied  in  conformity  with  the  decree 
of  the  Executive  Diredlory  of  the  2d  of  July,  1796, 
fo  far  as  it  is  not  departed  from  by  the  decree  of  the 
27th  of  February  latl.  The  decree  of  the  24th  of 
December  has  not  been  received  at  the  Department 
of  State  ;  but  is  fuppofed  to  dire6f  the  confifcation 
of  the  cargoes  of  neutral  veffcls  bound  to   or  from 


•^-  In  the  report  of  the  Secietary  of  State,  dated  the  Z7th  of 
Ftb.  1797. 

Britin-^ 
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Bntifh  ports,  occupied  by  them  before  the  prefent 
war.  For  it  appears,  that  whilft  they  have  contifca- 
ted  both  vefTels  and  cargo,  in  cafes  which  fall  within 
the  fcope  of  the  decree  of  the  ifl  of  February,  they 
have  fpared  the  veflfel,  and  confifoated  only  the 
carffo,  where  Ihe  had  been  bound  to  or  from  fuch 
acknowledged  Britifh  port. 

The  agents  of  the  Directory  at  Cape  Francois,  by 
their  decree  of  the  '27th  November  laft,  direct  the 
capture  and  bringinsr  into  port  of  American  vefTels 
bound  to  or  from  Britilh  ports,  there  to  remain  until 
it  fhould  be  further  ordered.  This  funher  order  was 
afterwards  ifTued  ;  it  will  appear  by  the  copy  of  tlje 
condemnation  of  the  fhip  Pattern,  of  New-York, 
by  which  it  will  be  feen,  that,  like  the  Confuls  at 
Malaga  and  Cadiz,  they  interpret  the  decree  of  the 
Executive  Dire6tory  of  the  2d  of  July  lafl,  as  autho- 
rizing the  condemnation  of  American  veffels,  merely 
becaufe  bound  to  or  from  a  Britilh  port. 

To  the  foregoing  fucceeded  the  decree  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Directory  of  the  2d  March  laft,  which  has 
been  communicated  to  Congrefs  during  the  prefent 
feflion.  That  copy  of  the  decree  was  taken  from  a 
newfpaper,  and  is  now  found  to  be  imperfecl.  A 
tranflation  from  the  decree,  as  officially  publilhed  by 
the  Directory,  is  annexed  to  this  report.  Although 
we  do  not  yet  know  what  is  its  operation,  yet  it  can- 
rot  fail  to  produce  very  great  vexation  and  lots  to  the 
American  commerce  ;  the  documents  it  requires  to 
prevent  confifcations,  not  having  been  before  declart^d 
indifpenfable,  or  demanded,  and  no  time  being  al- 
lowed for  the  veffels  of  the  United  States  to  provide 
|;hemfelves  therewith. 

Befides  thefe  feveral  decrees,  and  others  which, 
being  more  limited,  the  former  have  fuperl'eded,  the 
old  marine  ordinances  of  France  have  been  revived, 
and  enforced  with  feverity,  both  in  Europe  and  \\\ 
the  Well  Indies.    The  want  of,  or  informality  in  a 

bin 


234  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

bill  of  lading — the  want  of  a  certified  lift  of  the 
paflengers  and  crew — the  fupercargo  being  by  birth 
a  foreigner,  although  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
United  States — the  defiruclion  of  a  paper  of  any  kind 
Ibever — and  the  want  of  a  fea-letter,  have  been 
deemed  fulficient  to  warrant  a  condemnation  of  Ame- 
rican property,  although  the  proofs  of  the  properly 
were  indubitable. 

The  Well  IndicvS,  as  before  remarked,  have  exhi- 
bited the  rnoft  lamentable  icenes  of  depredation. — ■ 
Indeed,  the  condudl  of  the  public  agents  and  of  the 
commiflioned  cruifers  there,  has  furpalfed  all  former 
examples.  The  American  veliels  have  not  only  been 
captured  under  the  decrees  before  mentioned,  but, 
when  brought  to  trial  in  the  French  tribunals,  the 
velfels  and  cargoes  have  been  condemned,  without 
admitting  the  owners  or  their  agents  to  make  any 
d  etc  nee. 

This  feems  to  be  done  fyflematieally,  and  for  the 
obvious  purpofe  of  enfuring  condemnations.  By 
this  monftrous  abule  in  judicial  proceedings,  frauds 
and  fallehoods,  as  well  as  flimfy  and  fhamelefs  pre- 
texts, pais  unexamined  and  uncontradi6ted,  and  are 
made  the  foundation  of  fentences  and  condemna- 
tion. 

The  perfons  alfo  of  our  citizens  have  been  beaten, 
infulted,  and  cruelly  imprifoned  ;  and  in  the  forms 
\ifed  towards  prifoners  of  war,  they  have  been  ex- 
changed with  the  Britifh  for  Frenchmen.  American 
property  going  to,  or  coming  from,  neutral  or  even 
French  ports,  has  been  feized  :  it  has  even  been  for- 
cibly taken  when  in  ihe'ir  own  ports.^  without  any 
pretence,  or  no  other  than  that  they  wanted  it.  At 
ti)e  fame  time,  their  cruifers  are  gviilty  of  wanton 
and  barbarous  exeefles,  by  detaining,  plundering, 
firing  at,  burning,  and  diltrefling  American  vctrels. 

Oilieial  papers  to  prove  the  very  numerous  depre- 
dations CD  cur  commcrcej   and  the  atrocities  and 

abufes 
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abufes  attending  the  capture  and  condemnation  of 
our  veffels  and  cargoes  by  French  cruifcrs  and  tri- 
bunals, not  having  been  publicly  called  for,  few  have 
been  received.     Of  former  claims  for  injuries  com- 
mitted fince  the  beginning  of  1793,  and  of  which  a 
report  was  made  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfentatives  on 
the  27th  of  February  lait,  a  very  fmall  proportion 
had  been  fatisfied ;  and  for  a  confiderable  time  rvo 
payments  had  been  obtained.    Under  this  diitant  and 
difcouraging  profpedl  of  obtaining  compenfation,  the 
citizens  fuffering  by  more  recent  French  depredations, 
have  generally  omitted  to  prefent  accounts  of.  theiu 
.lofTes;  and  they  have  in  many  cafes  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  the  evidence  of  the  condemnations, 
which  are  attainable  before  the  tribunals  of  other  na- 
tions ;  the  mock-trials,  as  before  obferved,  being  very 
often   carried  on,    and   fentences  of  condemnation 
pronounced,  in  the  abfence  of  the  American  owner, 
mailer,  or  fupercargo. 

Such  documents  as  the  Department  of  State  is  pof- 
fefled  of,  concerning  thefe  depredations,  are  annexed ; 
and  to  them  is  added  a  concifc  abftrac^t  of  the  cafes. 
Thefe  fupport  the  principal  fa6ls  above  flated,  and 
fhow  the  nature  of  French  depredations.  To  fupply, 
in  fome   meafure,  the   want  of  oiScial   papers,  an 
examination  has  been  made  of  two  newfpapers  pub- 
lifhed  in  Philadelphia — the  Gazette  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  from   the   ifl 
of  July,   1796,  to  the  prefent  time.     Between  the 
ift  of  July  and  the  ift  of   October  few  captures 
were  made,  the  decree  of  the  Directory  of  July  the 
ad,  not  being  in  general  operation  until  OL^lober, — 
This  examination  was  chiefly  made  prior  to  the  call 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfentatives  for  a  report  on  this 
lubjed:,  with  a  view  to  afcertain  the  number  of  FVench 
captures,  andthecircumftances  attending  them  ;  and 
the  refult  of  the  whole  is  annexed.     It  is  regretted, 
that  the  time  did  not  permit  a  rc-examination  of  thofe 

papers, 
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papers,  fo  afcertain  likevvifc  the  captures  made  hy 
the  Britifh  cruifers.  The  editors  of  thofe  two 
gazettes  agree  in  faying,  that  no  great  attention 
was  paid  io  the  fubjetSV,  for  the  purpofe  of  inferting 
accounts  of  all  the  captures  which  were  pubhflied 
in  the  various  other  newfpapers  ;  yet  the  number 
collcded  exceeds  three  but^dred,  of  which  but  few 
efcape  condemnation.  The  evidence  ariling  from 
the  muUipHed  and  concurrent  publications  of  thefe 
fa6ls  in  the  newtpapers,  fome  of  them  certified  by 
the  American  mafters  of  the  captured  velfels,  can- 
not fail  of  producing  a  convi6lion  of  the  reality  of 
the  evils  reprefented. 

There  have  been  frequent  accounts  of  attempts  to 
effect  condemnations,  by  bribing  the  officers  and 
fcamen  of  our  velfels  to  fwear  fallely  ;  but  it  was 
relerved  to  times  when  offered  bribes  were  refuted, 
and  threats  defpifed,  to  endeavour  to  accomplifh 
the  objedt  by  ioriui'e.  This  was  inflicled  by  a 
French  privateer.  The  evidence  of  the  fa6t  ap- 
pears in  the  protefl  of  Captain  William  Martin, 
Mailer  of  the  fliip  Cincinnatus,  of  Baltimore  ;  in 
which  he  is  fupported  by  the  tefiimony  of  his  mate, 
and  one  of  his  teamen.  A  copy  of  the  protefl  is 
annexed,  together  with  an  extra 61 'of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  King,  Miniller  of  the  United  States  in  Lon- 
don, who  examined  Captain  Martin's  thumbs,  and 
fays,  the  marks  of  the  torturing  /crews  will  go  %vith 
him  io  his  (rrave. 

All  which  is  refpedfully  fubmitted. 

Timothy  Pickering*. 

Department  of  State, 
June  21,  1797. 

It 

*  Extraft  from  the  Proteft  of  Captain  Martin. — '•  And  the 
laid  Mafter  fcr  himfelf  now  faith,  that  the  officer  and  crew  of  the 
latter  veflel  examined  the   papers  reipeding   his  faid  veflel  and 
her  lading,  and  expreffed  no  doubt  that  the  fliip  was  an  Ame- 
rican, 
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It  will  be  remembered  that  the  democratic  mem- 
bers had  called  for  a  report  of  this  ibrt,  refpecting 
Britifli  depredations ;  but  the  Prefidcnt  thought  it 
beft-  to  lend  them  one,  including  thofe  of  their 
friends  the  French  alfo.  It  may  eaiily  he  fuppofed 
that  they  felt  much  alarmed  at  the  profpe^l  of  the 
publication  of  a  report  like  this;  but,  certainly,  no 
one,  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with  their  impudent 
devotion  to  France,  would  have  thought  it  pofiible 
for  them  to  attempt  to  prevent  fuch  a  publication. 
This,  however,  they  fcrupled  not  to  do,  and 
Giles,  the  brazen-faced  Giles,  was  the  leader  011 
ihe  occaiion. 

The  papers  having  been  read,  Mr.  Giles  moved, 
"  that  the  above  papers  be  referred  to  a  feJifSl 
*'  Committee,  to  print  llich  as  would  be  v/eful  to  the 
''  Hoiifer 

This  quefiion  was  negatived,  50  to  40,  and  a 
motion  carried  for  printing  the  whole. 

Mr.  Giles  then  called  up  the  motion  which  had 
fome  days  ago  been  laid  upon  the  table,  refpecling 
an  adjoiirninent  *.  , 

•    '  'Blount  ' 


rican,  but  infifted  the  cargo  to  be  Englifti  propert}^,  and  alTured 
him  if  he  would  acknowledge  it  to  be  fo,  his  full  frei.^ht  fliould 
be  paid,  and  he  have  a  prefent  of  one  thoufand  pounds ;  which 
overtures  the  faid  Mailer  would  not  pay  any  other  attention  to, 
than  declaring  the  whole  property  to  belong  folely  to  Aquilla 
Brown,  of  Baltimore  atbrefaid,  merchant.  W  hereupon  the  French 
officer  thv.77ih-fcyc^Med  the  faid  Majier  in  the  cabin  of  the  faid  brig, 
kept  him  in  torture  to  extort  a  declaration  that  the  faid  cargo  ina; 
Englijh  property^  for  nearly  four  hours,  but  without  having  its  de- 
fired  etfed  ;  when  a  veflel  heaving  in  fight  he  was  liberated  tronn 
the  barbarous  punlfliment  he  had  undergone." 

*  The  oppofition  members  have  appeared  very  anxious  to 
prove,  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  2.Fre7ich  faclion  :  but  let  any 
one  attend  to  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  and  then  judge  for  him- 
felf  The  Prefident  fends  a  meflage,  accompatiied  with  docu- 
ment?, relative  to  the  depredations  of  the  French.  — What  does 
>Iouf.  Giles  do  r  The  moment  the  papers  are  read  hw  makes  a 


motion 
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Blount  the  Senator. — The  lafl  affair  of  any  im- 
portance that  came  before  Congrefs,  was  the 
impeachment  of  JVllJ'uim  Blount.  But  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  bufitxfs  will  be  better  detailed  in 
the  fummary  of  the  next  fcffion  of  Congrefs. 

AJjounime7it.-^y{o\Az.y,  Ju^y  "^o.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  iDent,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  wait  upon 
th.e  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  in  conjundnon 
with  a  like  Committee  from  the  Senate,  to  inform 
liim  that  the  two  Houfes  were  about  to  adjourn. 
The  Committee  waited  upon  the  Prefident  accord- 
ingly, and  reported  his  acquiefcence,  and  his  good 
i;jij}ies  Jor  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  members  at  their 
Je'veral  homes.  The  Honie  adjourned  till  the  fecond 
Monday  in  November*. 

>  Tuesday, 


motion  for  referring  them  lo  a  feleft  Committee,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  being  publicly  debated  upon,  orpubliflied  in  the  newfpapers; 
in  order  lo  keep  the  infamy  of  the  French  out  of  the  light  of  the 
people.  When  the  Britifli  treaty  was  on  the  carpet,  this  fame 
taction  bellowed  out  for  pnpers  ;  Give  us  the  papers,  faid  they  ; 
the  people,  the  fovereign  people,  ought  to  be  acquainted  with 
every  thing  ;  "  a  republican  government  ought  to  h^.\&no  fccrets." 
But  now,  behold,  the  people  are  not  to  be  informed  of  any  thing 
at  ail,  hecaufe  that  inforination  niujl  tend  to  excite  a  jnji  indignatien 
aga'mjt  France. 

When  this  fmothering  motion  was  loft,  and  the  Houfe  deter- 
mined to  hnve  the  whole  of  the  papers  printed,  then  Mr.  Giles 
called  up  the  motion  rcfpccling  an  adjournment.  He  faw,  I  fup- 
pofe,  that,  the  longer  they  fat,  the  more  danger  there  would  be, 
•and  was  therefore  willing  to  get  away  as  loon  as  poffible.  Indeed 
his  farm  may  require  his  care  at  the  approaching  feafon.  Happy 
ir.an  !  his  fields  bear  twice  a-year.  No  iooner  has  he  got  in  one 
harvcft,  than  another  calls  for  his  fickle. 

*  And  thus  ended  a  feffiun  of  Congrefs  which  has  cofi:  the 
country  about  eighty  or  ninety  thoufand  dollars,  without  render- 
ing it  one  linglc  farthinglu'orth  of  fervice  ;  but  which  has,  on 
the  contrary,  done  it  a  vait  deal  of  mifchief,  by  giving  the  ac- 
turfed  enemy  an  all'urance  that  we  are  a  divided  people,  and  by 
degrading  the  national  charafter  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world. 
When  Aiiicrican  courage  and  fortituds  fliall  in  future  be  boailed 

of, 
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Tuesday,    ii"'  July, 

French  Perfidy. — Our  readers  will  recollect  that 
the  valuable  vcflel,  which  has  been  laid   to  belong 


to 


of,  there  will  not  be  wanting  fome  one  to  quute  the  ^peecl^es  of  a 
Dayton,  a  Giles,  and  a  Svvanwick.  The  fiiil  d(:;clared  he  was 
ready  to  give  up  every  thing  to  Fnnice,  our  iiulependence  only  ex- 
cepted ;  the  lecond  thought  the  beft  means  of  averting  the  "  jiift 
*'  vengeance  of  the  Republic,  was  to  abanJon  all  connexion  'i\)Uh 
"  her  ene?ny  ;"  and  the  lalt,  the  Reprefentative  of  the  tiiit  city  in 
the  Union,  did  no  care  how  great  our  conceilions  were,  and  had 
.the  bafenefs  to  fay,  "  that  he  (liould  have  no  objciTtion  to  our 
Envoy's  '.'  having  the  vjord  equality  iwittcn  on  hli  forehead.^* 

The  Prefidenc  told  them  he  iMlfied  them  fafe  at  their  homes-,  ami 
1  dare  fay,  if  the  truth  were  known,  he  moll  heartily  wiflied  th.-iC 
he  might  never  fee  their  faces  again  ;  of  the  greater  part  of  them, 
at  any  rate.  I'll  engage  he'll  never  call  them  together  again,  and 
that  the  days  on  which  he  will,  in  future,  be  obliged  to  meet  them, 
^'ill  be  the  molf  vexatious  of  his  life. 

What  a  mortification  it  muft  have  been  to  him,  to  follow  the 
Honfe  of  Reprelentatives  through  their  bickering,  faltering, 
(luiffling  proceedings !  to  hear  one  half  of  thofe  whom  he  had 
called  together,  to  aid  him  in  repelling  the  afiaults  of  a  plundering, 
ferocious,  and  infolent  enemy,  pleading  the  caufe,  and  openiy 
juftifying  the  conduft  of  that  enemy  ! 

The  Prefident  might,  indeed,  derive  fome  confolation  from  the 
endeavours  of  the  found  fide  of  the  Houie  ;  but  thefe,  fo  long  as 
they  were  without  etfett  (and  it  is  to  be  feared  they  ever  wili),on!y 
ferve  to  expofe  us  to  the  derifion  of  the  world,  by  difcovering, 
on  evei-y  fide,  and  in  the  mod  obvious  point  of  view,  the  rotten, 
rafcally  fai'iion,  that  would  have  difgraced  the  Diet  of  Poland,  or 
the  Divan  of  France. 


Til  les  of  A^s  paJJ'ed  this  SeJJion . 

1.  An  aft  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of 
arms  and  amnuuiition,  and  for  encouraging  the  importaiioij 
thereof. 

2.  An  aft  to  prevent  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  priva- 
teering againft  nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States. 

3.  An  av't  to  provide  for  tlie  fuiiher  defence  of  the  port^  and 
harbours  of  the  United  States. 

4.  An  aft  authorizing  a  detachment  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States. 

5.  An  aft  in  addition  to  an  aft,  entitled,  "  An  aft  concerning 
t]ie  regillering  and  lecording  (hips  and  vclibls.'' 

6.  An 
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to  MclTrs.  Davy,  Roberts,  and  Co.  but  winch  wajj 
the  fole  property  of  Mr.  William  Davy,  was  cap- 
lured  at  the  mouth  of  our  river,  during  \he  truly 
extraordinary  fellion  of  Congrefs.  The  following 
faS.s  relative  to  the  capture,  are  well  worthy  the 
attention  of  our  merchants,  particularly  thofe  who 
are  not  yet  perfe6\ly  cured  of  the  French  fever. 

This  fhip  was  captured  off  the  Capes  of  Dela- 
ware, on  the  23d  of  May  lafr,  by  the  French 
privateer  Le  Pandour,  Captain  Garafcan,  and  fent 
into  Curra^oa.  The  Captain  (Perry)  arrived  on 
Tuefday,  and  informs,  that  upon  their  arrival  at 
Curra^oa,  he  found  there  a  French  frigate,  the 
Commander  of  which,  on  examination  of  the 
Nancy's  papers,  cenfured  Garafcan  feverely  for  the 
capture,  as  did  alfo  the  Governor  of  the  place,  who, 
conlcious  of  the  illegality  of  the  mealure,  would 
fuffer  no  procels  to  be  ilfucd. — But,  infamous  to 
relate,  upon  opening  the  poft- office  bag,  a  number 
of  letters  were  found,  written  by  Frmchnen  in  Phila- 
delphia, tending  to  invalidate  every  evidence  contained 
in  the  papers,  and  hafely  denouncing  the  Jliip  and  cargo 
as  Englijh  property.  The  Prelident's  fpeech  to  Con- 
grefs, which  was  alfo  found  amongit  thole  letters,  was 
alfo  produced  as  a  certain  evidence  of  an  approach- 
ing rupture  between  their  nation  and  America. 
The  veffel  was  then  ordered  to  another  port,  not- 
withitanding  every  exertion  made  in  her  favour 
by  the  American  Conful,  Mr.  Philips,  and  Captain 
Perry,  whofe  life  was  threatened  if  he  attempted  to 
go  on  board.      He  has  brought  his  proteit,    and 

6.  An  aft  direfting  the  appointment  of  agents,  in  relation  to  the 
lixth  article  of  the  Britifli  treaty. 

7.  An  aft  providing  a  naval  armament. 

8.  An  aft  to  afcertain  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
grefs. 

9.  An  aft  for  laying  duties  on  ftan.ped  vellum,  parchment,  and 
paper. 

3  other 
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other  evidences  in  proof  of  the  above  atrocious  pro- 
ceedings. Captain  Perry  informs,  that  Garafcan 
appeared  to  have  accurate  information  of  every 
veffel  expedted  to  fail  foon  from  this  port,  and  in 
particular  that  he  was  then  looking  out  for  the 
fhip  Hindoftan,  belonging  to  MefTrs.  Odier  and 
Boufquet,  brothers. 

Wednesday,   12^^  July. 

Haley,  the  Ameticafi  Traitor. — We  are  afTured 
that  Captain  Nathan  Haley,  who  was  fa  id  to  be 
t^ken  in  the  Hare,  was  himfelf  the  man  who  con- 
ducted her  into  France.  It  feems  Captain  Haley 
went  to  France  a  few  days  before  the  fhip  failed, 
and  returned.  The  fliip  was  taken  by  a  boat,  and 
on  trial  it  was  neceffary  to  identify  the  captor,  when 
Captain  Haley  himfelf  appeared,  and  proved  him- 
felf the  man,  by  producing  his  commiffion.  Cap- 
tain Haley  appears  in  France  in  the  national  uni- 
form of  a  marine  officer j  and  is  f.tting  out  a  pri- 
vateer. A  reprefcntation  of  the  circumftances  of 
this  capture  has  been  made  to  the  proper  authori- 
ties in  France. — This  intelligence  is  from  relpe6table 
and  undoubted  authority. 

Spamjk  Mhujler. — We  hear  that  Don  Saris-culotta 
de  Carmagnola  Minor  is  preparing  another  Diploma- 
tic Blunderhufs.  "  Forewarned,  forearmed  ;"  but, 
whether  armed  or  not,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no- 
thing difcharged  from  that  moft  contemptible  quar- 
ter will  ever  fcare  the  people  of  America. 

Celehratlons  of  the  ^th  July. — The  Bofton  Centl- 
nel  has  the  following  remark  :  *'  The  celebrations 
of  the  4th  July  have  been  fplendld  and  dignified ; 
and  if  they  are  the  genuine  effulions  of  the  hearts 
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of  the  cclebrators,  they  mii^  con'vince  the  European 
•world  that  it  is  the  fixed  determination  and  ardent 
wifh  of  Americans  to  be  really  kidependent  *." 


Thursday,  13''^  July. 

Fretichmcn  and  the  Mayor  of  ISorfoJk. — The  fol- 
lowing mofl  curious  correfpondence  is  taken  from  a 
Norfolk  paper  of  July  6. 

The  llce-confal  of  the  French  Rej)ubUc  to  the  Mayor  of 

Norfolk. 
Sir, 
1  cannot  pafs  over  in  filencc  the  accumulated  out- 
rages that  have,   for  this  fome  time  paft,  been  com- 


*  I  am  forry  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the  Editor  of  the  Cen- 
tinel  ;  but  I  cannot  allow  [h^uhe  fplnidid  celebrations  of  the  \tb 
ef  July  luiil  coni-lnce  the  European  nvorld  that  it  is  the  fixed  deter- 
iTiiiiation  and  ardent  vvifii  of  Americans  to  be  really  independent. 
To  Icnow  the  determination  of  Americunb,  the  European  world 
will  look  to  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs,  to  the  fober  decifions  of 
tlic  Legillature,  and  not  to  the  hafty  efFufions  of  mirth  and  in- 
toxication. Eveiy  man  of  fcnfe  and  experience  knows  that  the 
valour  which  is  infpired  by  drink,  is  very  apt  to  evaporate  with 
the  fumes  of  the  licjuor.  A  government,  to  be  afllired  of  the 
continuance  of  the  liipportof  a  company  of  toafters,  mult  take 
care  to  provide  them  with  mountains  of  viands,  avx\  flafks  inex- 
Itauftible.  No;  it  is  not  the  noife  of  blank  cartridges,  iffuing 
from  the  mouths  of  a  few  neglefted  rufty  cannon  ;  it  is  not  the 
cheers  and  fliouts  of  the  multitude,  however  often  reiterated ; 
it  is  not  firings  of  toafts  and  fentiments,  whether  planned  in  a 
f  hildifh  committee,  or  ftarting  voluntarily  forth  from  the  minds  of 
the  convives  ;  it  is  not  any  or  all  of  theie  that  will  convince  the 
world  that  we  are  united,  Ih'ady,  and  relolute,  in  defence  of  our 
Tndspendence.  To  prodiKc  luch  a  conviction,  men  rf  property, 
and  of  real  weight  and  conlequence,  nnift  come  forward,  united 
like  brotliers,  and  openly  and  boldly  declare  their  relointion  to 
iiipport  that  government,  on  the  uninterrupted  operation  of 
which,  the  enjoyment  of  their  poircffions,  and  even  their  very  ex- 
iftencc,  depend.  Toafts  will  make  but  a  feeble  refiilancc  to  the 
knives  of  a  Jacobin  army,  on  the  poiiits  of  which  the  toufiers 
wptild  becxjtne  the  wafted. 

milted 
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miitted  on  I^renchmen  reiident  in  Norfolk.  Wlien 
inlults  degenerate  into  aflafiinations,  patience  itfelf 
is  fubdued  ;  and  I  am  bound  to  demand  venireance 
on  cowards  who  unite  in  troops  to  opprcfs  and 
overwhelm  a  difarmed  French  officer,  and  who 
amply  I'upply  in  numbers  their  deficiency  in  courage. 
"Mkny  complaints  of  the  nature  of  this  have  been 
made  to  your  predecelTor  in  office,  but  they  have 
remained  without  anfvver  or  effecl.  I  am  about  to 
enumerate  them,  in  order  that  I  may  not  appeal  to 
yourleverity  and  rigour  before  I  ffiall  have  addreffed 
myfelf  to  your  juftice.  In  the  month  of  March  laft. 
Citizen  Barney,  Commander  of  the  French  frigates, 
having  interoofed  his  authority  to  appeafe  a  riot 
which  had  arifen  in  the  ftreets  between  fome  French 
Tailors  and  Ibme  Americans,  was  infulted,  alTailed, 
menaced,  purfued  to  his  lodgings,  and  but  for  his 
own  firmnefs  and  the  interpoiition  of  the  magiflrates, 
his  life  would  have  been  endangered.  The  want  of 
witnefs,  and  the  ignorance  of  thofe  who  were  culpable 
in  this  atfair,  prevented  at  the  time  a  recurrence  to  juf- 
tice and  to  your  laws,  The  day  after  this  fcene,  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  French  Confulffiip  walking  in  the  ftreets 
with  another  Frenchman  who  wore  the  national  cock- 
ade, were  attacked  with  ftones,  and  obliged  to  fly,  to 
prevent  being  wounded.  Since  that  epoch,  the  Captain 
of  Marines  of  the  frigate  Medufa  was  affaulted  by 
two  men  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  who  beat  him 
with  canes,  cut  his  head,  and  left  him  ftretched  on 
the  fpot.  In  vain  did  the  Commodore  demand  juf- 
tice ;  juftice  was  not  granted.  Finally,  ycftcrday 
after  dinner,  an  officer  of  the  Medufa  entering  a  houfe 
of  entertainment  where  a  Mr.  Saunders  (an  officer 
of  the  fort)  was,  the  latter,  after  throwing  out  invec- 
tives  and  iaiprecations  againft  the  French  nation, 
infulted  and  ftruck  the  French  officer,  reproacliing 
him  at  the  fame  time  with  having  a  fword,  while  he 
(Mr.  Saunders)  had  none.   The  Frenchman  directly 
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gave  his  hanger  to   another   offieer  who  was  pre- 
lent,    and  repelled  the  attack  in   employing  only 
the  means   that   his  adverlary  poiTeflTed ;     but,    as 
he   was   much  the   ftronixer,    he    had    the  jrenero-* 
iity    to  quit  the    unequal    conteft ;     and    the    ma- 
giilrates    making    their  appearance,    he,    obedient 
to  their  voice,  went  lecurely  into  the  firect,  trufting 
that  the  police  of  the  town  would  keep  him  clear  of 
afHifii nation.     Mr.  Saunders  followed  him,  and  pro- 
voked him  with  renewed  fury.     The  French  officer, 
in  defending  himfelf,  overthrew  his  adverfary  ;  and 
in  that  inftant  a  hatter,  named  Johnfon,  with  leveral 
workmen,  and  one  Lownes  a  crockery-ware  man, 
threw  themfclves  on  him,  beat  him,    and  had  well 
niiih  taken  his  life — not  beinsr  able  to  fubdue  him, 
they  alTaffinated   him.       Some   Frenchmen   in  the 
neighbourhood  dilengaged  the   officer,   and  got  him 
into  one  of  their  houfes.     But  his  enemy,  Saunders, 
thirftingfor  blood,  purfued  him  in  his  retreat,  which 
ought  to  have  been  lacred,  and  puflied  his  violence 
and  fury- to  the  burlling  open  the  door,  in  order  to 
Ihatch  his  viftim  from  his  friends.     If  fuch  cxceffies 
are  not  feverely  puniflied  by  themagiflrates,  if  Gran- 
gers in  this  town  are  not  under  the  fafeguard  of  the 
law  of  nations,  if  the  lives  of  peaceable  Frenchmen 
wearing  the  national  cockade,   or  who  belong  to  the 
ferv-ice  of  the  Republic,  are  not  protected  by  the  laws 
of  a  country  for   which  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
thev  have  fhcd  their  blood,  I  will  <nve  information 
to  the  French  Government  of  their  lituation,  of  their 
dangers,  the  repeated  infults  they  receive  ;  and  their 
caufe  will  be  tlic  caufe  of  violated  humanity,  grati- 
tude, and  hofpitality.     I  v/ould  alfo  obferve  to  you. 
Sir,  refpedling  the  garrifon  of  the  fort,  that  feveral 
Frenchmen  wearin.q-the  national  cockade,  have  com- 
plained  of  having   been  frequently  infultcd  by  the 
loldiers  who  compofe  it.     I  have  now  to  pray  you, 
Sir,    to  profecutc  with  all  the  rigour  of  the  lav/  the 

individuals 
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individuals  whom  1  have  pointed  out  to  yon,  againft 
whom  I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  French  nation,  as  the 
accufer. 

Receive,  Sir,  the  alFaranceof  ray  perfecSl  confidcr- 
ation  and  refpc6L  Duhall  *♦  , 

Norfolk  J   I'^th  June. 

ANSWER. 

Sir,  Norfolk  Borough^  June  29,  i797« 

The  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  from 
you  of  the  27th  init.  I  coniidered  it  my  duty  to  lay 
before  a  Court  of  Aldermen,  fnmmoned  efpccially 
for  that  purpote;  1  have  now  to  communicate  to  you 
the  refult  of  our  deliberations.  We  confider  it  as  aii 
evil  much  to  be  deplored,  that  when  jealoufics  ariie 
between  nations,  however  confequential  the  firll  ag- 
greffions  may  be,  circumftances  light  in  their  na- 
ture fhall  in  future  be  m.agnified  as  proofs  of  difaf- 
feclion.     Permit  us  to  obferve,   that  the  charges   in 

*  In  thofe  fea-ports  that  have  been  curfed  with  the  company  of 
French  men  of  war  and  privateers,  the  inhabitants  are  too  vvelJ  ac- 
quainted with  the  infolent  and  Ucentious  manners  of  the  officers 
and  failors,  to  be  furprifed  at  this  difturbance  at  Norfolk  ;  they  ra- 
ther wonder  how  the  people  there  have  borne  with  them  fo  long. 
To  behold  the  monkey  tricks,  and  hear  the  favage  bowlings  for  fix 
months,  of  a  banditti  of  pirates  who  had  robbed  the  American 
lliips  employed  in  the  purfuit  of  their  lawful  trade;  and  to  hear 
them  openly  menacing  a  repetition  of  it  as  foon  as  an  opportunity 
oifered,  would  require  all  the  patience  of  a  frenchified  Congrefs- 
man,  which  is  tenfold  greater  than  that  of  a  pack-horfe :  but 
when  thefe  provocations  are  aggravated  by  the  prefence  of  a  trai' 
tor  at  the  head  of  them,  Ilrutting  and  bluftering  defiance  againd  his 
plundered  and  infulted  countrymen,  the  wonder  is,  that  they  have 
fuffered  a  fingle  Carmagnole  to  fliovv  his  afiTalfin-iooking  face  on 
the  ftiore. 

Citizen  Duhall's  letter  is  a  compound  of  falfehood  and  impu- 
dence. A  gentleman  from  Norfolk  has  afiiired  us  that  Barney  and 
his  bloody-headed  crew  were  the  aggrefibrs  in  every  inftance,  and 
that  they  were,  in  fome  mealare,  encouraged  to  continue  their  in- 
fults  by  the  crawling  conduft  of  the  former  Mayor  of  Norfolk  ; 
whofe  letter  to  the  powder-bound  Commodore  was  a  compofitioa 
of  bafenefs,  not  to  be  paralleled  even  by  the  ipeeches  of  Dayton  and 
Swanwick. 

R  3  your 
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your  letter  are,  we  think,  fomewhat  of  the  latter  de-j 
fcription  ;  and  while  we  approbate  the  feniibility 
excited  on  the  appearance  of  an  affront  to  an  indi- 
vidual of  your  nation,  we  lament  the  canfe  which 
brings  that  fenfibility  iiito  birth  *,  The  circum- 
ftance  relating  to  Commodore  Barney  wns  duly  in- 
veftigatcd,  and,  we  thought,  had  been  fettled  much 
to  the  Commodore's  fatisfattion.  The  affront  of- 
fered to  the  Secretary  of  the  French  Co.nfulfhip  was 
never  known  officially  ;  and  permit  us  to  affnre  you, 
that,  if  it  had  been  known,  every  effort  would  have 
been  ufed  by  the  magifiracy  to  punifh  the  offenders. 
With  repe6t  to  the  outrage  committed  on  the  Cap- 
tain of  Marines  of  the  Medufa,  a  complaint  was 
lodged  with  one  of  the  Aldermen  by  him  and  the 
furgeon  of  the  fhip  :  the  Alderman  who  heard  the 
complaint  fent  for  the  Commonwealth's  Attorney, 
and.  in  confuUation  with  him,  left  to  the  option  of 
the  injured  officer  the  choice  of  binding  the  offend- 
ers to  their  good  behaviour  (the  only  punlfhment 
which  the  laws  of  this  State  can  infiidl  for  breaches 
of  the  peace),  or  aprofecution  for  the  recovery  of  da- 
mages ;  the  latter  was  the  choice  of  the  officer,  and 
fuch  fuit  is  now  under  profecution. 

And  as  to  the  dilagreeable  difference  between  the 
officer  of  the  French  Republic  and  an  officer  of  the 


.  *  What  fort  of  ItiifF  is  this  ?  Is  it  like  the  chief  magiflrate  of  a. 
town  defending  the  condnft  of  its  inhabitants  ngainft  the  pofitive, 
and  unequivocal,  and  falfe  accufations  of  an  infolent  foreigner  ? 
"What  does  the  worfhipful  tribe  mean  by  our  difaffcHion  to  France  ? 
Are  we  quite  fuhjugated  to  France  ?  And  what  does  he  mean  by 
tkploring  as  a  great  tn>il,  that  any  thing  fliould  be  magnified  into 
proofs  of  fuch  difaffeftion  ?  He  modeilly  thinh  that  the  fans-cu- 
lotte's  complaints  are  fomewhat  of  a  frivolous  nature  ;  he  appro- 
bates (in  Englifli  approves  of)  thcfenjthility  excited  on  the  appear- 
ance, the  mere  appearance,  of  an  affront  offered  to  a  Jingle  French' 
man,  while  he  himfelf  bears  the  infults  heaped  on  the  whole  town 
of  Norfolk  with  the  patience  of  a  flave  drilled  to  fubmiffion  and  the 

Amcric-an 
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Amertcan  army,  the  magifirates,  however  they  may 
lament  fuch  disputes,  do  not  hold  tliemfclves  bound 
to  interfere  in  the  quarrels  of  private  individuals ;  they 
will  ever  fhovv  a  promptitude  to  acl  as  confervators 
of  the  peace,  but  do  not  confider  their  interpolition 
as  necelfary  to  enforce  the  laws  of  politenefs  :--So  foon 
as  we  underttoodthat  hoftile  purpofes  were  in  medi- 
tation, an  arrcfi.  was  fent  forward  againft  Mr.  Saun- 
ders, for  the  purpofc  of  preventing  difagreeable  con- 
fequences.  We  forbore  to  extend  our  authority  to 
the  officer  of  your  nation,  agreeable  to  the  tenth  ar- 
ticle of  the  Confular  Convention  betv/een  our  re- 
fpe^live  Republics,  trutting  to  the  interpolition  of 
your  authority  to  reilrain  him. 

So  far  as  relates  to  thofe  perfons  denounced  by 
you  as  violators  of  the  laws  of  holpitality  againll  the 
French  officer  mentioned  in  your  letter,  arrefts  were 
immediately  ifTued  againll  Meffi\s.  Johnflon  and 
L .  The  infults  complained  of  by  you,  as  of- 
fered to  the  citizens  of  the  French  Republic  by  the 
foldiers  compofing  the  garrifon  at  Fort  Norfolk,  can- 
not be  imputed  to  us  ;  that  garrifon  being  under  the 
command  and  control  of  a  Continental  officer,  and 
without  the  limits  of  our  jurifdiction  : — a  remon- 
ilrance  to  him,  and  not  to  us,  would,  we  think,  be 
proper.  Confcious  of  that  re(5litude  of  conduct 
which  has  ever  governed  the  magitiracy  of  this  bo- 
rough in  the  relation  between  them  and  the  citizens 
of  your  Republic,  we  feel  ourfelves  hurt  at  the  expref- 
lion,  that  "juftice  for  injury  has  been  demanded,  and 
^'  not  granted."  Permit  us  to  fay,  we  know  of  no 
inftance  in  which  juftice  has  been  demanded,  and 
withheld.  While  in  our  endeavours  to  keep  up  a 
good  underftanding  between  the  citizens  of  our  own 
and  your  Republic,  we  keep  in  view  the  neceffity  of 
enforx:ingan  obedience  to  the  laws  over  thofe  perfoiis 
more  immediately  under  our  iurifdidtiou,  we  con- 
ceive an  equal  exertion  on  your  part  as  a  neceffiary 

ji  4  ftcp 
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ftep  thereto,  and  lubmit  to  you  the  expediency  of  a 
limitation  in  the  licenfe  granted  to  the  otFiccrs  and 
foldiers  of  the  lliips  of  the  Republic  in  coming  on 
Ihore.  The  tranllation  of  your  letter,  addrcilcd  to 
(lie  Court,  being  in  their  quarter  feffions,  has  ren- 
dered a  delay  in  their  anfvver  unavoidable. 

I  am,   in  bciialf  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen,  with 
refpedlj  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Geo.  Loyall,  Mayor  *. 
Citlze-n  Duhall^  Vice-conful  of  the 

French  Repihlic,  l\orfolk. 


To  Adr.  JVilliam  Cahhett, 
Sir, 
From  the  known  impartiality  of  your  Gazette,  I 
am  dire61ed  by  the  Chevalier  d'Yrujo  to  hand  you 


*  IPthe  former  Mayor  was  a  Jacobin,  the  prefent  one,  to  fay  the 
befr  of  him,  is  a  milk-fop.  Inftead  of  anfwering  the  impertinent 
complaint  by  a  bold  recrimination  on  the  infamous  conduft  of  the 
fans-culottes ;  infiead  of  entering  into  a  contradidlion  of  the  falfe- 
hoods  it  contains,  and  convincing  the  world  that  the  pretended 
plaintiffs  were  the  real  aggreffors,  he  hafhes  up  a  fort  of  half-fri- 
cafle.%  half-ragoo,  nondticript  difli,  intended  to  pleafe  the  palate  of 
the  frog-eater,  without  abfolutely  difgufting  the  people  of  Nor- 
folk. 

Befides  the  two  letters  above  inferted,  two  others  pafTed  between 
the  Conful  and  the  M.  yor.  The  Frenchman  increafes  in  impudence, 
and  the  Mayor  in  meannefs.  Finding  that  his  tacitly  abandon- 
ing the  inl:-;bi;ants  was  not  fufficient,  he  turns  accufer  himfelf.  He 
*'  laments  that  the  a<fts  of  individual  indifcretion  fliould  be  wrought 
up  td  a  manifeftation  of  national  hatred,'"  and  has  the  unheard-of 
bafcnefs  to  add,  tlvit  he  hopes  no  fuch  conclufion  will  be  drawn, 
when  't  is  recollecled  that,  "  in  every  attempt  to  preferve  the  pub- 
lic repoic,  the  magiftrates  have  fought  for  the  aggreffors  among  our 
onvn  citizens  only  /"  Thus  he  makes  a  merit  of  an  a6t  of  the  moft 
crying  inj'iilice,  and  th-it  committed  too  againfl  his  own  country- 
men, norainft  the  people  of  a  town  who  have  chofen  him  as  their 
guardian,  in  order  to  favour  a  gang  of  foreigners  whofe  fole  bufi- 
nefs  in  the  port  is  to  prepare  for  a  cruife  againft  the  commerce  of 
America ! 

for 
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for  publication  the  annexed  tranflatlon  of  his  laft 
note  to  Col.  Pickering. 

1  am,  Sir, 
Market  Street,  Your  obedient  fervant, 

13///  July,  ijgj.  Philip  Fatio, 

To  Don  Philip  Fatio. 
Sir, 
In   acknowledginf:;;  your  polite  billet,  covering  a 
tranflation  of  the  laft  note  from  the  '•  Knight  of  the 
ioyal  and  diftinguijhed  Order  of  Charles  III."  to  Ti- 
mothy Pickering,  Etq.  I  have  to  inform  you  (and  I 
do  it  with  extreme  regret)  that  it  is  come  too  late  for 
the  Porcupine  of  this  day ;   but  I  beg  vou  to  be  af- 
fured  that   it  fhall  be  played  off  on   the  fovereign 
people  to-morrow ;  and  that  too,  with  fuch  accom- 
paniments as,  I  trull,  v/ill  entitle  me  to  hope  for  the 
favour  of  the  magnanimous  and  natural  ally  of  the 
murderers  of  Louis  XV I. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

Wm.  Cobbett. 
Office  of  Porcupine^ s  Gazette, 
a  quarter  paji  11  o'clock. 


Friday,  14'^^  July. 

Spanijh  Minifters  Letter  to  Mr.  Pickering.  The 
reader  will  recolle6l  that  Mr.  Pickering,  in  his  Report 
on  Spanifh  Affairs,  treated  the  little  Don's  imperti- 
nence with  becoming  contempt.  This  the  fribble 
does  not  like,  it  feems. 
Sir, 

Your  additional  Report  to  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  of  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  in  relation  to  the  polls  and  the 
running  of  the  boundary  line,  which  1  findpublillied 
ill  all  the  newfpapers,  obliges  me  to  trouble  you  with 

this 
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this  letter.  If  your  difcuffion  of  facts  had  been  as 
corred^  and  hxipartial  as  there  was  reafon  to  expe6t, 
I  fhould  not  have  been  under  the  neceffity  of  under- 
taking this  talk  ;  but  the  confiruc^ion  which  you  are 
pleafcd  to  put  upon  every  adt  of  the  Spanilh  officers  in 
general,  and  efpecially  upon  thofe  in  which  I  am  per- 
lonally  concerned,  corppels  me  to  oblerve  upon  fe- 
veral  expreffionb  which  I  have  noticed  in  your  faid 
lleport. 

You  begin,  Sir,  with  faying,  **  that  although  I 
?*  had  juft  declared  I  had  reafons  for  fufpedling  an 
*'  e:xpcdition  from  Canada  was  preparing  by  the 
<'  Britifh  againft  the  upper  part  of  Louifiana,  yet  I 
**  never  mentioned  a  tingle  fa6lor  reafon  on  which 
"  mv  fufpicions  were  founded,'*  In  my  letter  of  the 
2d  of  March  I  pointed  out  to  you  the  probable  route 
which  the  expedition  would  take  ;  and  in  Qur  con- 
ference of  tlie  27th  of  February  I  gave  you  inforrna- 
lion  that  a  corps  of  350  men  had  been  raifed  at 
Montreal,  and  marclied  to\vards  the  Lakes,  where, 
after  the  evacuation  of  the  American  forts,  there  was 
no  oftcnlible  object:  for  them.  I  alfo  told  you,  that 
I  knew  that  the  Britilh  agents  had  treated  with  fome 
of  the  Indian  nations  in  that  country  concerning  the 
intended  expedition  ;  and  I  added,  that  I  had  re- 
ceived thole  advices  from  a  perfon  who  might  be  de- 
pended on,  who  had  feen  thole  new  levies  palling 
through  Johnfiown  on  their  way  to  the  weft  ward. 
But,  even  fuppofing  that  I  had  not  entered  into  any 
particulars,  even  fuppoling  that  my  own  information 
at  that  period  was  not  complete,  yet  did  not  the  inte- 
reft  and  dignity  of  this  Government,  did  not  its 
friendly  connexion  with  Spain,  require  thai:  it  fhould 
have  taken  every  proper  means  to  prevent  the  at- 
tempt we  were  threatened  with,  by  giving  fuitable 
orders  to  General  Wilkinfon,  or  to  the  commanding 
ofHcers  of  the  military  force  on  thofe  frontiers  ?  The 
abfolutc  filcnce  in  this  particular  of  the  documents, 

whicl^ 
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V/hich  accompany  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
Vour  never  having  communicated  to  me  any  deter- 
ininate  dilpolition  on  this  point,  as  you  do  in  your 
anlwer  to  my  letter,  whicli  in  the  publication  is 
marked  No.  7,  afford  me  lufficient  grounds  to  fear 
that  thefe  precautions  were  omitted.  You  add,  Sir, 
with  a  degree  of  candour  difficult  to  be  conceived, 
that  from  my  not  having  given  to  you  detailed  in- 
formation rcipe6ling  the  expedition,  and  from  the 
anfwcr  which  you  received  on  the  19th  ultimo  from 
theBritifh  Miniiter,  you  believed  my  fnfpicions  to  be 
groundlels.  Is  it  poffible  that  any  one  will  Ciindidly 
itragine,  that  if  the  Englilh  intended  to  violate  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  efFedt  a 
€oup  de  main,  they  would  be  as  ingenuous  in  anlwer- 
ing  as  you  were  in  afKing  their  Minifter  the  qucl- 
tion  ? 

I  fhall  not  enter  into  all  the  obfervations  which 
fuggeft  themfelves  to  my  mind,  from  your  having 
communicated  to  Mr.  Liilon  the  contents  of  my  let- 
ters. 1  expected  that  the  American  Government 
would  have  watched  his  motions,  and  taken  the 
means  which  1  have  already  mentioned  to  prevent 
the  iuccefs  of  a  limilar  enterprife  ;  but  I  never  could 
have  imagined  that  you  would  have  given  to  the 
Britifh  Minifter  a  piece  of  advice  which  might  enable 
him  to  alter  his  plan,  by  letting  him  know  that  the 
former  one  was  difcovered.  By  the  line  of  condud: 
which  you  have  purfued  on  tliis  bulinels,  I  am  con- 
vinced, that,  had  I  communicated  to  you  more  parti- 
cular details  refpedling  this  tranfadtion,  you  would, 
with  the  fame  good-natured  franknefs,  have  given  \w~ 
formation  of  them  to  Mr.  Lifton. 

But  if  you  did  believe  that  alking  this  queflion  of 
the  Britith  Envoy  was  the  moft  efficacious  means  to 
prevent  the  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  invaiion  of  the  Spanifh  territory,  let 
^e  afk  why  you  was  fo  reiiiifs  in  thit;  mcafurc,  that 

although 
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although  I  had  communicated  this  project  to  yon 
verbally  on  the  27th  of  February,  and  on  the  2d 
of  March  in  v.riting,  yet,  in  a  matter  obvioufly  fo 
urgent,  you  only  wrote  to  the  BritilTi  Envoy  on  tiie 
28th  of  April,  that  is,  Hvo  months  afterwards. 

I  fhall  not  quit  this  fubje6l  without  taking  the  li- 
berty of  making  to  you  one  obfervation  which  is  in- 
timately connec51ed  with  it.  By  the  date  of  the  let- 
ter I  have  jufl  mentioned,  it  evidently  appears  that 
I  gave  you  advice  of  this  intended  expedition  on  the 
2d  of  March,  and  that  three  days  before  I  had  given 
you  the  fame  information  verbally.  1  imagined,  from 
your  known  attention  to  buhnefs,  and  the  import- 
ance of  the  fubje61,  that  you  would  have  fubmitted 
it  immediately  to  the  eonlideration  of  the  Prelident 
of  the  United  States.  On  the  9th  of  March  I  had 
the  honour  of  fpeaking  to  Mr.  Adams  at  his  lodgings 
at  Francis's  Hotel,  and  mentioned  the  fubjedl  as  a 
matter  that  I  fuppofed  him  already  fully  informed 
of;  and  it  was  with  no  fmall  furprife  I  heard  him 
fay  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it.  I  produced  the 
map  which  I  had  in  my  pocket-book,  and  hclillened 
with  great  attention  to  all  that  I  had  to  fay  to  him. 
It  vv^as,  no  doubt,  to  this  conference  with  Mr.  Adams 
thatl  was  indebted  tor  your  anfvver  of  the  nth  of  the 
fame  month.  I  Ihall  entirely  abftain  from  putting 
any  conftruclion  upon  the  reafons  which  induced  you 
to  omit  making  this  communication  to  the  Preli- 
dent ;  but  they  mufi  have  been  very  powerful  mo- 
tives which  could  oblige  you  to  remain  lb  long  filent 
on  a  matter  of  fuch  importance. 

You  fay,  in  tlie  third  paragraph  of  your  Report,  that 
on  your  alking  me  what  meafures  Spain  had  taken 
in  order  to  carry  into  execution  that  part  of  the  treaty 
which  relates  to  the  withdrawing  the  garrifo.ns,  I  ar>- 
fwered  you  on  the  17th  of  April,  that  1  had  h^^en  for 
fome  months  without  receiving  Icttejs  from  the  J&aroit, 
^nd  confcqucntly  '"  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  ii^s 
i  ,  "  which 
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'•  which  had  been  taken  for  the  execution  of  the  trea- 
ty."— From  this  expreffion,  \yhich,  in  order  to  draw 
attention,  you  place  between  inverted  commas,  you 
infinuate  an  inference  which  in  my  opinion  is  very  far 
from  being  true,  when  you  add  immediately  after- 
wards, "  Neverthelefs  he  hadprevionjly  informed  the  Ba- 
"  ran  of  his  fif/plcwns  of  apoje6led  expedillofiy — What 
is  this  to  prove,  Sir  ?  That  the  Baron  indeed  had  re- 
ceived my  letters,  but  not  that  I  had  received  his. 
The  irregularity  and  uncertainty  of  navigation 
ealily  fhows  that  your  logic  on  this  point  is  ex- 
tremely falfe. 

In  the  fifth  paragraph,  after  giving  an  account  of 
my  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  and  of  its  object,  you 
obferve  that  I  have  omitted  to  mention  among  the 
other  complaints  of  the  Baron,  that  of  Mr.  EUi- 
cott's  not  having  given  him  notice  of  his  arrival  at 
Natchez.  Permit  me  to  reprelent  to  you,  that  you 
have  entirelv  miftaken  what  I  had  the  honour  of 
telling  you  on  that  occafion — for  I  limply  men- 
tioned, not  as  a  complaint^  but  as  a  mere  ohfervaimi^ 
that  the  Baron,  in  the  rigour,  might  not  have  conii- 
dered  Mr.  Ellicott  an  American  Comraiffioner,  for 
not  having  given  him  on  his  arrival  official  notice  of 
his  appointment,  having  merely  informed  him  of 
it  in  the  way  of  a  confidential  communication. 
You  cannot  be  ignorant.  Sir,  that  there  are  certain 
requifite  formalities  when  nations  treat  with  one 
another  of  their  mutual  concerns,  which  are  not 
required  between  individuals.  The  Baron,  when 
he  fpeaks  in  this  manner,  clearly  points  out  his 
meaning,  that,  befides  the  confidential  letter,  the 
communication  of  which  you  confider  as  fo  important, 
no  doubt  he  expetfled  another  official  one,  includ- 
ing his  commiffion,  authority,  or  ibme  other  docu- 
ment, to  afcertain  the  identity  of  the  perfon,  and 
the  obje6l  of  his  miflion.  When,  on  my  arrival  in 
this   country,    I  had  not  yet  prcfcnted  my  creden- 

I  tials 
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tials  to  the  Prelident,  although  I  had  delirered  ib 
you  a  copy  of  them,  you  m'l^ht,  in  the  rigour,  not 
have  recogniied  me  as  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  o^ 
the  King  my  mailer,  for  want  of  having  complied 
•  with  that  necellary  requifite  of  the  eftablifhed 
etiquette.  I  do  not  mean  to  fay  that  in  the  prefent 
cafe  it  was  abfulutely  neceflary  to  go  through  a 
limilar  formality ;  nor  did  the  Baron  mention  this 
but  as  a  mere  matter  of  obfervaUon,  which  was  no||:> 
to  affe6t  the  objc(^  in  queftion,  although  youj 
thinking  that  it  alfords  you  a  victorious  argument, 
are  pleafed  to  give  to  this  circumltance  an  import- 
ance which  it  does  not  dcferve.  Behdes,  Sir,  I 
might  obferve  to  you,  that  when,  after  a  mixed  and 
defultory  converfiition  upon  various  fubje^ts,  I  had 
collecicd  and  methodized  my  ideas,  and  com- 
mitted them  to  writing,  your  anfvver  and  obferva- 
tions  ought  to  have  been  confined  to  the  written 
communication,  clothed  with  all  the  neceflary  for- 
malities ;  but  neither  do  I  with  to  make  of  this  an 
objecit  of  diibullion. 

The  proof  which  you  give  in  the  fixth  paragraph 
of  your  Report,  to  fhow  that  it  is  not  certain  that 
Mr.  Ellicott  intended  to  get  poffetlion  of  Natchez; 
by  furprifc,  and  that  for  that  purpofe  he  had  en- 
deavoured to  gain  over  the  inhabitants,  is  merely 
negative.  From  your  examination  of  the  two 
perfons  you  mention,  you  had  very  little  to  exped  : 
the  circumliance  alone  of  their  being  the  bearers  of 
Mr.  Ellicott's  difjjatches,  points  out  that  they  were 
both  in  his  confidence  ;  and  it  may  be  prefumed 
\vithout  temerity,  that  being  his  friends,  or  em- 
ployed under  his  orders,  they  would  hardly  make  a 
denunciation  that  might  be  prejudicial  to  him. 
Governor  Gayofa  declares  that  he  has  proofs  of  the 
fadf  in  his  power.  I  Ihall  not  fail  to  apply  to  him 
for  them,  and  perhaps  I  may  one- day  Ipeak  to  you 
^norc  pofitivcly  on  this  bulincls. 

a  After 
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After  having  difcufled  the  hiitory  of  thefe  tranf- 
a<5lions  with  all  the  force  and  accuracy  which  refult 
from  thcle  obfervations,  you  afiare,  with  a  very  ill- 
grounded   confidence,    that    upon    a   view    of    the 
whole  it   appears  that  his  Majefty's  Governors  on 
the  Miffiliipi  have,  on  various  pretences,  poftponed 
the  running  of  the  boundary  line  and  the  evacua- 
tion  of  the  pofis.     But  I  appeal  to  that  candour 
which  you  have  fo  generoufly  fhovvn  to  the  Britilli 
Minifter,  that  you  may   tell  me,  v/liether  it  can  Ixj 
called  a  pretence^  that  the  Baron  de  Carondclet,  Vv'ho 
was  intruited  with   the  fafety  of  Louifiana,  refufcd 
i€>  carry  into  execution  a  pretenfion   that  was  not 
Ji'qmhted  for  hy  the  treaty  I     By  the  fecond  article  it 
is  only  agreed  that  the  garrifons  fliall  be  withdrawn  ; 
and  as  I  had  the  honour  of  repreferiting  to  you  in 
my  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  it  is    not  to   be  pre- 
lumed  that  it  could  ever  have  been  the  intention  of 
liis    Catholic    Majetly   to  deliver   up   fortifications, 
which,   befides  that  they  have  cofi  iiim  conliderabie 
fums  of   money,    may,    by  the  efFetii  of  political 
vicifiitude?,  be  one  day  prejudicial  to  his  fubjet^s. 
If  not  to  do  ivhat  was  not  Jllpuldted  for,  and   the 
execution  of  which   would  be  contrarv  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  Spain,  is  a  pretence^  we  rauft  conl'ets  that 
it  is  a  very  plauflble  one. 

With  refjDcd  to  the  line  of  demarcation,  it  ap- 
pears by  the  correfpondence  and  letters  of  the  Barou 
de  Carondclet,  which  are  in  my  polfeliion,  that 
although  he  entertained  the  fame  doubts  which  were 
luggefted  by  Governor  Gayo{<>  refpe61ing  the  pofts, 
yet  he  was  confenting,  that  the  aiironomical  obfer- 
vations fliould  be  begun  upon ;  for  which  purpofe 
the  Engineer,  Mr.  Guillemard,  had  already  arrived 
at  the  Natchez,  with  all  the  inftruments  and  ap- 
paratus. Such  was  the  fituation  of  things  when 
my  communications  refpe6ling  the  intended  expedi- 

tior\ 
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tion  got  to  hand;  from  that  moment,  imperious 
neceffity,  and  the  great  principle  of  felf-dcfence^ 
made  his  CathoHc  Majefty's  officers  turn  their 
thoughts  to  objecls  of  a  more  urgent  nature.  Mr* 
jB/ozm/'s  letter,  and  the  late  dete61ed  confpiracy, 
evince  how  iar  their  condii6l  in  this  refpecl  was 
neceflary  ;  and  you,  Sir,  poflcfled  as  you  were  of  all 
the  facts,  when  you  laid  them  before  the  Prefident, 
ought  to  have  been  one  of  the  laft  to  have  ftig- 
matized  the  motives  with  the  epithet  of  pretexts. 
So  palpable  an  attempt  to  make  groundlefs  and 
unfair  impreflions  on  the  public  mind,  is  well  cal- 
culated to  defeat  its  own  ends;  and  appears  ftill 
more  extraordinary  when  we  coniider  that  the 
American  Government  is  in  every  way  anxious,  by 
its  own  confcflion,  to  maintain  peace  and  harmony 
with  Spain. 

Nor  do  your  ill  founded  inflnuatlons  ftop  here: 
fentiments  and  exprc(Fions  ftill  more  violent,  flow 
from  the  fame  haily  pen.  You  fay  in  another  part, 
"  that  there  is  but  too  much  reatbn  to  believe  Mr. 
*'  Ell!cott''s  fiafpicions  well  founded,  that  an  undue 
*'  influence  has  been  exercifed  over  the  Indians  by 
'^  the  officers  of  his  Catholic  Majefly  to  prepare 
*^  them  for  a  rupture  with  the  United  States.'* 
Fortunately,  Sir,  you  have  told  us  the  fourcc 
whence  }'ou  dfived  all  thofe  dreadful  conje6^ures 
of  yours ;  othcrvvite,  perhaps,  the  weight  and  au- 
thority wh'ch  your  high  official  characler  ftamps 
upon  whatever  you  write  or  fa}',  might  make  an 
undue  impreffion  on  the  public.  You  acknow- 
ledge. Sir,  'twas  a  private  letter  of  Mr.  Sargcant's 
(Secretary  to  the  North-weflern  Territory)  that 
gave  rife  to  your  furmifes :  we  lliall  now  fee  what 
the  letter  fays. 


Extract 
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-ExiraBof  a  Letter  from  JVinthrop  Sdrgea?it^  Efq.  Se- 
cretary of  the  North-wefiern  Territory,  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State;  dated  Cmcinnati,  June  ;^d,  1797. 

"  General  Wilkinlon  fending  off  an  exprefs,  I 
feize  the  occalion  to  tranfcribe  for  you  fome 
paragraphs  from  a  vveftern  letter, — The  Spaniards 
are  reinforcing  their  under-pofts  on  the  Miiiif- 
fippi  confiderably.  General  Howard,  an  Irifh- 
man,  in  quality  of  Commander  in  Chief,  with 
upwards  of  three  hundred  men,  is  arrived  at  St. 
Louis,  and  employed  in  eredting  very  formida- 
*^.ble  works,  it  Hkewife  appears  through  various 
*'  channels,  that  they  are  inviting  a  great  number  of 
"  Indians  of  the  Territory  to  crofs  the  Miliiffippi ;  and 
for  this  exprels  purpole,  Mr.  Lorromie,  an  officer 
in  the  pay  of  the  Crown,  made  a  tour  through 
all  this  country  lafl:  fall,  fince  which  time  feve- 
'*  ral  Indians  have  been  fent  on  the  fame  errand, 
and  generally  furnifhed  with  plenty  of  cafh  to 
defray  their  expenfes.  A  large  party  of  Dela- 
warcs  paffed  down  on  White  River  about  the 
6th  of  May,  on  their  way  to  the  Spanifh  fide, 
bearing  the  national  flag  of  Spain,  fome  of  them 
from  St.  Louis.  They  (the  Spaniards)  have 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  on  the  Miffiffippi, 
*'  Icveral  row-gallies  with  cannon." 

Now,  Sir,  what  inference  can  be  drawn  from  that 
letter?  Why,  that  the  Spaniards  ha^e  fortified  San 
Louis,  and  availed  themfelves  of  every  means  of  de- 
fence that  the  country  afforded  1  But  let  me  afk 
you,  Sir,  againft  whom  is  it  that  they  were  thus 
preparing  to  defend  themfelves  ?  Surely  the  do- 
cuments which  you  have  laid  before  the  Prefident, 
and  the  momentous  bufinefs  which  now  engages  the 
attention  of  Congrefs,  and  agitates  the  public  at 
large,  afford  a  complete  and  fatisfadory  anfwer. 
I  mentioned  to  you,  in  my  letter  of  2d  March, 
VOL.  VI.  s  that 
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that  the  objedl  of  the  Brilifh  was  to  attack  Upper 
Louifiana,  and  take  San  Louis  and  New-Madrid 
by  furprife.  It  will  not  be  quefiioned  but  that 
prudence  required  of  us,  at  that  juncture,  to  fortify 
the  threatened  points.  This,  Sir,  was  all  we  did, 
and  this,  Sir,  you  knew  many  months  paft ;  yet 
Mr.  Sargeant's  letter,  which  in  lubftance  fays  no 
more,  fills  you  all  at  once  with  fears  and  felf- 
created  apprehcnfions,  and  makes  you  declare  in 
the  face  of  the  American  people,  "  that  the  SpanifK 
officers  are  exciting  the  Indians  to  a  rupture  with 
us."  No  one  will  fay  that  preparations  for  our  felf- 
defence  were  not  neceiTary  on  our  part.  The  aflur- 
ance  given  you  by  the  Britilh  Miniller,  with  all  the 
appearance  of  a  confidential  communication,  hut 
ivilhout  any  figyiature,  did  not  infpire  the  fervants  of 
bis  Catholic  Majelty  with  the  fame  blind  confi- 
dence which  it  produced  in  you.  We  know  from 
daily  experience,  how  religioufly  the  Britifh  na- 
tion obferves  the  rights  of  neutrality.  Witnefs  the 
American  tailors  !  Witnefs  the  Republic  of  Genoa, 
in  whofe  port  they  attacked  and  made  prize  of  the 
French  frigate  La  Modette,  as  fhe  lay  at  anchor 
there.  Witnefs  the  inhabitants  of  Trinidad,  when 
the  Britifh,  though  tlien  in  amity  with  them,  en- 
tered the  capital,  with  drums  beating  and  colours 
flying,  in  puriuit  of  a  few  French  who  had  taken 
refuge  there.  Thefe  and  other  inftances  of  the  Ibrt, 
too  numerous  to  be  recapitulated,  make  us  lefs 
credulous  on  the  fcore  of  Great  Britain's  refpe6t  for 
the  rights  of  neutrality  than  you  appear  to  have 
been. 

As  to  thofe  tender  confiderations  which  a6luated 
the  Britifh  Minifter  to  rejed  the  plan  on  account 
of  the  inhumanity  of  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  In- 
dians, I  did  expedt  that  fuch  vague,  unauthen- 
ticated  declarations,  v»ould  have  been  appreciated 
as  they  deferved  by   you,  Sir,  who  fought  in  the 
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glorious  caufe  of  American  independence,  who 
wifneflfed  the  humanity  of  their  condiidl  in  the 
coure  of  that  war,  and  who  cannot  be  ignorant  of 
what  has^  happened  lince. 

Your  afcrihing  hoftile  views  to  the  preparations 
for  our  felf-defence,  cannot-,  Sir,  have  been  matter 
of  much  lurprile  to  me,  after  having  heard  a  certain 
member  of  Congrefs,  who  is  known  to  be  the  organ 
of  the  will  of  Adniiniltration,  declare,  in  that  Houfe, 
he  afcribed  to  the  fame  -.aotives  the  preparations  we 
were  making  for  the  defence  of  Florida,  though 
probably  he  was  not  ignorant,  at  the  very  time,  of 
their  real  objecSl.  Thus  then,  S'ir,  according  to 
your  mode  of  reafoning,  and  that  of  ihe  gentle- 
man I  have  jufl  alluded  to,  though  we  were  certain 
of  being  attacked,  and  fhoMgh  we  were  not  certain 
that  the  American  Governmcni  had  taken  the  pro- 
per meafures  for  protcvSling  its  neutrality,  yet  we 
were  to  adopt  no  meafures  for  our  dcScnce,  but 
tamely  fufFer  hisMajefty's  forts  and  potTLfTion?  to  be 
taken,  and  all  this  for  fear  of.  creating  ill-founded 
fufpicions  in  your  minds  ! 

If  you  have  not  been  very  fuccefsful.  Sir,  in  the 
folidity  of  your  reafonings,  you  appear  not  to  be 
more  fo  in  the  method  of  following  them.  After 
having  denounced  us  to  the  whole  American  nation 
as  flirring  up  the  Indians  againft  the  United  States, 
and p-epar'mg  them  for  a  rupture,  you  fall  into  the 
moil  glaring  inconfitlency  in  the  following  para- 
graph : — "  Whether  this  plan  of  exciting  the  In- 
*'  dians  to  direct  hoftilities  againft  the  United 
**  States,  has  been  contemplated  and  promoted  by 
*'  any  of  our  own  citizens,  it  may  be  difficult  to 
"  fay  ;  but  that  one  or  more  of  thofe  citizens  have 
*'  propofed  and  taken  meafures  to  detach  the  fouth-  * 
"  ern  Indians  from  the  interefts  of  the  United 
"  States,  and  to  deftroy  the  influence  of  the  public 
"  agents  over  thofe  nations,  and  thus  to  defeat  the 
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^*  great  objefbs  of  their  appointment,  the  chief  of 
*'  which  is  to  preferve  peace,  is  certain.'* 

I  again  appeal  here,  Sir,  to  your  generous  can- 
dour. How  is  it  poilible  to  reconcile  fuch  evi- 
dent contradi6lions  ?  On  the  one  hand  the  Spanifli 
officers  are  thofc  who  excite  the  fouthern  Indians 
againll  the  United  States,  and  on  the  other  you 
quickly  follow,  prefuming,  with  fufficient  founda- 
tion, in  my  opinion,  that  it  may  be  fome  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  But  although  you  might  en- 
tertain any  doubts  yourfelf  on  the  fubje6l:,  which  I 
am  fure  no  perlbn  in  America  will,  after  reading 
Mr.  Blount's  letter,  did  not  this  very  fame  doubtful 
cafe  and  uncertainty  require,  in  your  fituation,  more 
circumfpec^  language  ?  And  if  even  in  this  cafe 
you  appear  to  have  gone  beyond  what  found  policy, 
the  tranquillity  and  interell  of  the  United  States 
required,  how  much  more  unjuft  are  your  infinua- 
tions  againll  Spain,  when  the  public  pofTetfes  in 
Mr.  Blount's  letter  a  document  by  which  they  can 
fee,  that,  if  the  manoeuvres  with  the  Indians  were 
not  favourable  to  the  United  States,  tticy  were  pre- 
cifely  combined  to  attack  (he  Spaniards  ?  From 
this  method  of  reafoning  of  yours,  it  appears  as  if 
the  Spaniards  were,  jointly  with  Mr.  Blount,  ftirring 
up  the  Indians  to  attack  themfelves. 

Refpe6ling  the  iaft  article  of  your  Report,  1  have 
only  to  obfervc,  that  although  you  have  conllantly 
affured  me  that  Government  had  not  the  ieail  inform- 
ation refpc^ling  the  fubje^t  of  my  reprefentations, 
and  although  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jackfon,  of  Georgia, 
appears  to  coincide  with  your  ideas,  neverthclefs 
time  has  fhown  that  I  have  complied  with  my  duty 
by  not  rcpofing  on  fuch  aflurances.  The  plot  is 
difcovcred,  and  nobody  any  longer  doubts  that  the 
expedition  was  to  have  taken  place. 

After  having  followed  you  Itep  by  ftep  through 
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Ihe  various  points  of  your  Report  to  the  Prefident,  I 
Ihall  make  a  fhort  compendium  of  luch  as  arife  from 
ihis  letter ;  from  which  it  refults, 

I.  That  on  the  27th  of  February  I  ,<]^ave  you  fuffi- 
cicnt  particulars  refpe6ling  the  intended  expedition, 
to  have  atlra(?ted  the  attention  of  this  Government. 

a.  That  although  to  this  verbal  communication 
I  added  another  in  writing  on  the  2d  of  March, 
the  Preiident  had  not  the  leaft  knowledge  of  it  on 
the  9th  of  the  fame  month,  and  that  without  doubt 
you  muft  have  had  very  powerful  motives  to  pre- 
vent yon  from  communicating  it  to  him. 

'  3.  That  it  docs  not  appear  by  the  documents  pre- 
fented  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  Government  had 
given  orders  to  the  military  commanders  to  caufe 
the  territory  and  neutrality  of  the  United  States  to- 
be  refpe6ted. 

4.  That  you  made  to  the  Englifh  Minifler  a  com- 
munication, which  in  my  opinion  you  ought  not ;  and 
that  even  if  you  thought  it  neceffary,  you  delayed 
doing  it  for  two  months,  that  is,  from  the  27th 
of  February  to  the  28th  of  April,  although  it  re- 
lpe6ted  a  mofl.  urgent  and  important  object. 

5.  That  the  Baron  de  Carondelct  could  very  well 
have  received  my  letters,  without  its  necefTarily  fol- 
lowing that  his  had  come  to  hand. 

6.  That  the  Baron  did  not  rcprefent  Mr.  Ellicott's 
not  writing  to  him  officially  as  a  comphmit,  but  as  an 
obfer-vation,  and  that  in  fa6t  he  never  has  done  it  in 
thofe  terms. 

7.  That  the  proofs  you  allege  to  exculpate  Mr. 
Ellicott,  refpe61ing  his  intentions  of  taking  the  fort 
of  Natchez  by  furprife,  are  purely  negative. 

8.  That  it  is  not  merely  frelenccs,  but  very  power- 
ful reafons,  which  have  impeded  the  evacuation  of 
the  poft,  and  the  running  of  the  boundary  line. 

9.  That  the  inlinuations  by  which  you  arc  willing  to 
perfuade  the  American  people  that  ovir  arming  is  di- 
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redied  againft  them,  are  unjuft  as  well  as  unfounded, 
as  by  Mr.  Bloimf^  letter  it  is  clearly  demon ll rated  to 
be  a  precaution  fortl,:  mere  purpole  of  defence. 

10.  That  you  evidentl\  coiitradici:  yourfelf,  when 
on  one  hand  you  are  ])leafed  to  attribute  to  us  the 
movements  of  the  Indians,  and  in  the  very  next  pa- 
ragraph you  lliow  it  might  proceed  from  American 
citizens,  as  it  actually  does  according  to  Mr.  Blount's 
letter ;  and  that  he  adced  with  the  knowledge  and 
intelligence  of  the  very  fame  Britilh  Minifter,  in 
whofe  private  notes,  without  fignature,  and  perhaps 
not  of  l!^"s  own  hand-writing,  you  place  fuch  impli- 
cit confidence. 

11.  That  although  in  all  your  official  communica- 
tions you  have  ahvays  manifefled  to  me  that  the 
American  Government  knew  of  nothing  which  in- 
dicated any  foundation  for  my  fufpicions,  Mr. 
Blount's  letter  clearly  proves  that  1  was  perfedly  in 
the  right. 

I  have  thus  fulfilled  a  very  difagreeablc  duty. — 
Always  defirous  to  contribute  to  flrengthen  the  bands 
of  friendfhip  which  unite  Spain  and  America,  and 
to  which  their  lituation,  their  wants,  and  refources, 
invite  them  ;  1  have  feen  with  the  moft  profound 
grief,  that  the  language  and  tenour  of  yourcommu- 
r.icarion  to  the  Prefident,  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  cal- 
culated to  promote  fo  defirable  an  object  to  us  all. 
Fui  my  pait,  althougn  1  fhall  leave  nothing  undone 
to  cemerr  the  union  and  harmony  with  a  nation 
which  I  refpeft ;  neither  fhail  I  ever  fuffer  the  inte- 
rcll'^.  of  the  King  my  mafier,  in  any  cafe  whatever, 
to  bo  faciificed  to  an  unjult  partiality. 

I  pray  God  to  preferve  you  many  years. 

Your  mo  ft  obedient  humble  lervant, 

Carlos  Martinez  De  Yrujo. 

Fhiladeli_>hiay  July  nth,  1797. 

To 
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To  Philip  Fatio  *. 

Office  of  Porcupine's  Gazette^  \i,lh  Jul)\  1797. 

Dear  Don, 

Having,  by  your  kind  note  of  ycfierday,  been 
invited  to  a  correfpondence  with  you,  I  now   avail 
myfelf  of  the  invitation,  in  addrcfling  to  you  a  few: 
obfervations  on  the  letter  of  your  Chevalier^  this  day 
publiflicd  in  my  Gazette. 

Upon  receiving  your  note,  the  firfl  thought  that 
ftruck  me  was,  that  Don  De  Yrujo  was  another 
Quixote,  falUed  out  in  fearch  of  adventures,  and 
that  you  were  his  Sancho  Panza,  trotting  quietly  at 
hi^  heels,  difcharging  his  drudgery  and  dirty  work  ; 
but  though  you  may  be  an  exa6l  likenefs  of  the 
Squire,  both  in  body  and  mind,  I  find,  upon  a 
perufal  of  your  Knight's  letter,  that  my  conceptions 
had  done  infinite  injury  to  the  hero  of  the  romance ; 
for  the  language  and  manner  of  the  former  bear  a 
much  fironger  refemblance  to  the  filly  and  brutal 
reproaches  of  a  French  fans-culotte,  than  to  the 
modefl,  though  manly  remonfirances  of  the  learned 
and  accomplillied  Knight  of  La  Mancha. 

To  enter  into  a  detailed  examination  of  this  im- 
pudent letter  would  require  a  facrince  of  time  that 
I  am  not  inclined  to  throw  away  upon  the  produ6lion 
of  a  Don.  Suppofing  every  word  of  it  to  be  true 
(which  I  am  far  from  doing,  by  the  by),  it  does 
not  invalidate  a  fingle  fentence  contained  in  Mr. 
Pickering's  Report.  Controverfy  is  therefore  out  of 
the  queflion  ;  it  is  the  intention  of  the  publication 
which  is  alone  worthy  of  notice. 

The  grand  objedl  of  French  policy,  as  it  refpeds 
North  America,  is,  to  acquire  fuch  an  influence  over 
the  United  States  as  to  be  able  at  all  times  to  direct 
their  councils,  and  of  courfe  command  the  aid  of  their 
various  refources.     Knowing  themfelves  unable  to 

*  Secretary  to  the  Spaniili  Minifter, 
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obtain  this  influence  by  fair  means  ;  feeing,  tiotwitb- 
ftanding  outward  appearances,  that  the  Americans 
do  not  in  their  hearts  love  either  Frenchmen,  French 
manners,  or  French  goods,  they  have  long  been  en- 
deavouring to  fall  on  fome  mode  of  acquiring  by 
their  power,  what  has  been  refufed  to  their  inirigues. 

Having  no  fleet  able  to  meet  their  enemy  at  fca, 
they  could  not  attack  us  on  that  fide.  If  they  had 
been  mafters  of  that  clement,  their  fraternal  cannon- 
balls  arid  bomb-fhells  would  long  ago  have  laid  our 
towns  in  afhes.  Senlible  of  their  weaknefs  here, 
they  turned  their  baleful  blafting  looks  towards  the 
Mifiiiiippi,  and  feeing  your  poor  humiliated  Catholic 
mafier  (1  will  not  call  him  King)  in  pofleflion  of  the 
frontier,  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  order  him  to 
deliver,  as  the  highwayman  does  the  defencelefs  tra- 
veller. 

Unfortunately  for  the  charadler  of  your  nation, 
your  mafter  had,  juft  before  receiving  this  word  of 
command,  made  a  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
which  ftipulates  for  the  furrender  of  certain  pofts, 
that  his  new  allies  looked  upon  as  conveniences  not 
to  be  done  without,  when  the  country  flieuld  come 
into  their  hands.  Your  Governors  have,  therefore, 
been  ordered  not  to  give  them  up  according  to  treaty ; 
and  in  order  to  jultify  the  retention  of  them,  they 
and  Don  Martinez  have  had  recourfe  to  the  many 
futile  and  miferable  pretexts  which  have  been  ex- 
pofed  to  the  public  in  Mr.  Pickering's  Reports,  and 
the  documents  accompanying  them. 

Among  thefe  pretexts  one  was,  that  they  were 
compelled  to  hold  tliem  to  defend  the  Spanifli  terri- 
tory againft  an  expedition  from  Canada,  which  your 
Chevalier  told  the  Government  was  preparing.  I'his 
excufe  was  treated  as  it  defervcd  ;  it  was  looked  upon 
as  a  mere  ftory,  invented  for  the  purpofe  of  procraf- 
tination,  and  to  malk  the  real  object  of  the  hoftile 
preparations  of  your  countrymen.  Thefe  preparations 
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are  ftill  continued  with  a  vigour  well  calculated  to 
alana  the  people  of  thefe  Slates,  and  therefore  every 
exertion  is  making  on  your  part  to  divert  their  atten- 
tion from  them.  Blount's  ambiguous,  inexplicable 
letter,  and  the  conftruction  which  your  friends  have 
endeavoured  to  give  it,  furnifhed  Martinez  with 
what  he  looked  upon  as  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
come  forward  with  a  "  did  not  Itellyou/o  T'  and  thus 
to  juftify  the  detention  of  the  pofts,  and  the  warlike 
preparations  that  are  going  forward  ;  and,  if  poffible, 
to  turn  the  refentment  of  the  people  of  this  country 
from  Spain  to  Great  Britain. 

But  whatever  mean  opinion  you  Spaniards  may 
have  formed  of  our  intelledls,  few  of  us  are  bcafts 
enough  to  be  mifled  or  deceived  by  you.  Our  dear 
lifter  republic  is,  indeed,  allowed  to  throw  powder 
in  our  eyes  when  fhe  pleafes  ;  but  you  are  not  repub- 
licans yet ;  and  though  you  may  be  fo  in  a  very  little 
time,  we  mutt  ftill  look  upon  you  as  fubje<5ls  of  the 
King  of  the  Inquifition  :  by  you,  therefore,  we  are 
not  fo  ealily  blinded.  As  to  an  expedition  from 
Canada,  none  was  ever  preparing  or  intended  ;  the 
fcoundrels,  who  wanted  to  Ibund  Mr.  Lifton,  pro- 
pofed  an  expedition  by  fea  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh. 
Blount's  letter  fays  nothing  about  Canada,  nor  were 
any  overtures  ever  made  to  Mr.  Liflon  by  Blount, 
or  on  his  behalf.  How,  then,  does  his  letter  contirrn 
what  Yrujo  had  faid  about  an  expedition  from  Ca- 
nada ?  If  it  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  any  authority  at 
all,  it  gives  his  ftory  the  lie. 

As  to  the  infanious  con/piracy,  as  the  treacherous 
hirelings  of  France  call  it,  and  perhaps  juftly,  there 
is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  Don  Martinez  knows 
much  more  of  it  than  the  Britifh  Minifter  ever  did. 
The  projedtors  were  all  of  the  democratic,  French^ 
Spanith,  outlandilTi,  anti-federal,  infamous  fadion. 
Blount  himfelf  has  voted  with  the  parLifans  of  France 
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on  every  queftion  that  has  come  before  him  this  laft 
feflion  of  Congrcfs  ;  and  is  it,  then,  probable  that 
thefe  villains  really  meant  to  ferve  Great  Britain  ? 
No ;  what  is  generally  believed  on  the  fubje^l:  is  the 
truth ;  that  is,  that  they  were  employed,  as  Mr.  Lit- 
ton fufpedted,  to  inlinuate  themfelves  into  his  con- 
fidence ;  very  likely  to  prevail  on  him  to  procure  an 
expedition  which  they  might  betray,  or  at  leaft  to 
take  fome  incautious  ftep  that  might  produce  a  rup- 
ture between  Britain  and  America  :  and  as  to  Blount's 
letter,  it  feems  to  have  been  written  on  purpofe  to 
be  intercepted,  feeing  that,  through  the  honourable 
condu6t  of  the  Britifh  Minifter  and  his  Court,  all 
the  other  fnares  had  proved  unfuccefsful. 

However,  we  will  fuppofe  for  a  moment  that  you 
had  really  your  fears  of  an  aflault  from  Canada. — 
That  fear  is  over  now  ;  the  plot,  you  fay  yourfelves, 
is  all  difcovered,  and  confequently  no  violation  of 
the  neutrality  of  our  territory  will  now  take  place  to 
our  diladvantage.  Why  then  does  not  Don.Gayofo 
give  up  our  polts  ?  Why  do  you  not  fulfil  your  part 
of  the  treaty  as  we  do  ours  ?  Or,  rattier,  why  do  I 
afk  thefe  filly  queftions  ?  The  polls  are  never  to  be 
given  up,  the  line  is  never  to  be  run.  No  fuch 
things  are  intended,  and  Citizen  Don  Martinez's 
letter  is,  like  all  his  other  communications  on  the 
fubjecl,  only  intended  to  amuie  us,  to  make  us  doubt 
of  the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  our  Government, 
and  thus  weaken  its  feeble  arm,  while  your  callow- 
hided  countrymen  are  lurrounding  us  in  behalf  of 
your  treacherous,  bloody,  and  "  natural  allies.'* 

After  having  pointed  out  what  I  am  certain  is  the 
objedl  of  this  at  once  ftupid  and  malicious  perform- 
ance, give  me  leave  to  fay  a  w^ord  or  two  on  the 
inliilting  manner  in  which  it  was  yefterday  commu- 
nicated to  the  people.  In  the  firft  place  it  ilfucd  from 
the  prefs  of  a  Icoundrel  who  has  long  been  fupported 

by 
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by  your  ''  natural  allies"  the  cut-throats  of  France, 
and  who  does  not  attempt  to  deny  that  he  is  in  their 
pay.  From  this  profiituted  prels  the  fheets  were 
taken  by  certain  ill-looking  va«;ahonds,  and  diflri- 
buted  about  the  city,  with  as  little  modefty  as  the 
bills  of  a  dodtor  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  I  am  far 
from  hinting  that  this  was  beneath  the  "  Knight  of 
*'  the  dijilnguljhed  Order  of  Charles  III."  TLlie  age 
of  chivalry  is  gone,  as  Burke  fays,  and  that  o^  boor- 
ifhnefs,  meannefs,  and  rafcality  has  fucceeded. — 
What  notions  of  honour  can  a  man  have,  who  could 
thus  ftoop  to  court  the  favour  of  the  populace  of  a 
foreign  country  ?  But,  indeed,  what  notions  of  ho- 
nour can  reafonably  be  expecled  from  tlie  reprefent- 
ative  of, a  power,  who,  for  the  fake  of  imaginary 
fecurity,  bately  deferted,  and  treaciieroufly  turned 
his  arms  againft  his  ally ;  of  a  king,  who  at  the  fame 
lime  that  he  calls  himfelf  the  Mofi  Catholic^  makes 
a  league  with  athe'ifts  againft  the  head  of  the  church, 
while  he  afks  his  benedi(!^ion ;  who  fuffer-  himfelf 
to  be  called  the  natural  ally  of,  and  who  prolelies  the 
fmcerefi  efieem  and  friendflilp  for,  a  band  of  rebels  who 
have  dethroned,  infulted,  degraded,  and  murdered 
the  choicett  branch,  the  pride  of  his  family  ?  Of 
fuch  a  king  I  am  far  from  faying  that  Don  Yrujo  is 
an  unworthy  reprefentative  *. 

I  fhould  now,  my  dear  Fatio,  enter  on  an  examin- 
ation of  the  infult  offered  to  this  Government,  in 
the  above  publication,  and  of  the  punifhment  that 
ought  to  attend  it  ;  but  as  I  am  afraid  1  have  already 
trefpafled  on  your  patience  too  long,  I  fhall  defer  it 
till  my  next.  I  am  afraid  I  trefpafs  a  good  deal  on 
your  precious  time,  but  you  will  do  me  the  juiliceto 


*  Don  Martinez  is  a  fubfcriber  to  my  gazette.  If  he  fends  them 
home  carefully,  they  muft  afford  infinite  delight  at  the  Court  of 
Madrid.  ^ 

allow 
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allow  that  I  did  not  folicit  the  correfpondence.    YoU 
have   brought  the  evil   on  yourlblf,  and  you  muft 
bear  it.     As  you  have  brewed  lb  you  muft  bake. 
I  pray  God  to  prefcrve  you  many  days. 

Your  moil  obedient  fervant, 

P.  Porcupine. 


Air.  Bajard. — Mr.  Bayard,  from  Dela^vare,  was 
appointed  on  the  Sele6l  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Keprefentatives,  who  are  now  fitting  on  the  fubje(5l 
of  the  confpiracy,  in  which  Governor  Blount  makes 
fo  confpicuous  a  figure,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Dana, 
from  Conne6iicut,  who  declined  ferving. 

\  Mr.  Gerry  is  appointed  Envoy  to  France,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Dana,  who  declined  the  appointment. 

Mr.  Pilt. — The  following  is  a  Uriking  Inftance 
of  the  lying  malice  of  the  American  Captains  :  the 
article  is  taken  from  a  New- York  paper  of  yef- 
terdav. 

"  Captain  Hinckley,  from  Lifbon,  gives  an  ac- 
'*  count  of  a  frigate  having  arrived  there  from  Eng- 
land, which  brought  word,  that  the  mutiny  in  the 
Britifli  fleet  had  arifen  to  fuch  an  height,  that  an 
engagement  had  a61:ually  commenced  between 
*'  feveral  fhips,  and  it  was  conjectured  that  this 
frigate  was  difpatched  to  give  intelligence  of  the 
fituation  of  the  grand  fleet  to  Admiral  Jervis. — 
N.  B.  Captain  Hinckley  had  read,  previous  to 
*'  this  intelligence,  in  the  Englifh  newfpapers,  the 
"  accounts  of  the  mutiny  in  the  fleet  at  Portfmouth. 
*•  Previous  to  the  arrival  of  this  frigate  there  were 
*'  three  mails  due  at  Lifl^on  from  England — which 
**  had  excited  confiderable  alarm.  It  was  currently 
•'  reported  at  Lifbon,  and  generally  helieved.,  that  Mr » 
*•'  Fitt  had  ah/conded  from  England — or  rather  that  he 

"  dared 
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"  dared  not  appear  in  public,  and  ivas  obliged  to  con- 
*'  time  incog.  *.*' 

Saturday,   13'^  July. 
To  Philip  Fatio, 

Office  of  Porcupine's  Gazette^  i^hyuly^   ^799» 

Dear  Don, 

In  fulfilment  of  the  promife  T  made  you  yeflerday, 
I  fhall  now  make  an  obfervation  or  two  on  the  uifult 
offered  to  the  American  Government,  in  the  publi- 
cation of  the  letter  of  Citizen  Yrujo. 

The  Citizen  in  one  part  of  his  letter  tells  Mr. 
Pickering,  that  he  "  cannot  be  ignorant  that  there 
*'  are  certain  requifite  formalities^  when  nations  treat 
**  with  one  atiother  of  their  mutual  concerns,  which 
"  are  not  required  between  individuals."  This  is 
among  the  very  few  truths  that  are  to  be  found  in  his 
letter,  and  from  it  we  muft  inetitably  conclude,  that 
he  has  the  modelty  to  think  Mr.  Pickering  notfo  ig- 
norant as  himfelf,  or  that  he  does  not  look  upon  ths 
United  States  as  a  nation ;  for  let  me  alk  you,  what 
individual,  what  fwindhng,  what  blackguard  indi- 
vidual, was  ever  treated  with  lefs  formality  than  he 
has  treated  the  American  Governnicnt,  and,  through 
it,  the  American  people  ? 

The  idea  of  appealing  from  the  Government  to 
the  people  originated  in  the  Jacobin  Club  of  Paris. 
Genet  was  the  hardened  fcoundrel  who  firll:  threat- 
ened it  here,  and  what  he  threatened  Adet  put  in 
execution,  flipping  out  of  the  way  of  a  penalty  by- 
declaring  himfelf  no  longer  Minifter.    At  laft  comes 

*  I  have  often  aflerted  what,  I  hope,  nobody  will  now  call  in 
queftion,  that  the  American  Captains  of  veflels  are  the  moft  mali- 
cious and  moft  lying  fcoundrels  in  the  nniverfe.  Who  would  be 
forry,  now,  to  hear  that  this  fellow,  on  his  next  voyage,  had  beea 
ftripped  and  flogged  by  the  French  ? 

Don 


jitL 
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Don  CarloSj  who,  improving  upon  the  example  of 
theie  ^reat  maftcrs  in  inlblence,  not  only  makes  his 
api->ea]  in  a  more  direct  and  explicit  manner,  but  re- 
tains his  fnndtions  as  Miniftcr,  and  laughs  at  the 
anger  of  tholb  whom  he  has  intuited  !  Oh  !  that  I 
w^cre  Prelident  for  about  three  hours  ! 

When  Adet's  appeal  was  received  by  the  Govern- 
ment, he  was  no  longer  a  public  Minifler  ;  it  there- 
fore became  a  queftion,  with  lomc  people,  whether 
the  Government  could  legally  order  him  away  or 
not  ?  But  your  mafter  Martinez's  cafe  is  quite  dif- 
ferent :  by  his  retaining  his  public  characfter  the  diffi- 
culty is  removed  ;  he  may  be  inftantly  commanded 
to  c[uit  the  country  ;  and  unlefs  he  is,  and  that  too 
with  every  mark  of  refentment,  I  fhall  not  be  fur- 
prifed  to  fee  the  Prelident  kicked  into  the  ftreet  in 
lets  than  fix  months. 

Gracious  Heaven  !  infulted  by  a  Spaniard  !  Eight 
years  ^^  nr  and  mifery,  and  a  hundred  thoufand  men 
ftretchea  dead  upon  the  plains  of  America,  and  all 
to  purchafe  a  kick  from  a  tawny-pclted  nation,  which 
Auiericans  had  ever  been  taught  to  defpife  !  I  dare 
fay  you  laugh  to  yourfelves  when  you  read  over  the 
endlefs  and  bombaftical  accounts  of  the  celebration 
ot  our  independence,  while  you  fee  us  io  tamely  fub- 
mit  to  the  taunts,  the  abufe,  and  robberies  of  you 
and  your  bloody  and  natural  allies.  If  you  do  not 
laugh,  the  reft  of  the  world  will,  and  therefore  you 
may  as  well  join  in  the  roar. 

I  fhall  conclude  our  correfpondence  for  the  prefent 
by  alking  you  how  Mr.  Blomit  came  to  have  cards  of 
mv'itatJon  from  Don  Carlos  de 'Martinez  ? — I  am 
informed  that  fuch  cards  were  found  among  his  pa- 
pers;  and,  if  to,  I  hope  you  will  have  the  candour 
to  confefs,  that  what  1  hinted  at  yefterday  refpecting 
his  being  in  the  confidence  and  pay  of  the  French 
and  Spaniards,  may  now  be  afierted  as  a  fa6f. 

I  greatly  applaud  the  humans  fentiments  of  Don 

Carlos : 
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Carlos :  fuch  fentlments  always  come  with  a  good 
gxdicc  from  a  Spajilard ;  particularly  when  expreflcd 
towards  your  natural  allies,  fevcn  hundred  of  whom 
vour  countrymen  butchered  in  cold  blood,  at  Fort 
Dauphin,  no  longer  than  about  two  years  ago  *. — 
After  a  humane  and  friendly  aclion  like  this,  it  is  no 
wonder  to  fee  you  fraternize.  You  are  the  only  na- 
tion on  earth  who  can  vie  with  the  French  in  perfidy 
and  cruelty,  and  therefore  it  is  with  Angular  propriety 
you  call  each  other  your  natural  allies. 

I  pray  God  to  prefer ve  you  a  few  days  longer. 
Your  mofl  obedient  fervant, 

P.  Porcupine. 


Receipt  to  make  a  Patriot. — Mr.  Porcupine,  As 
every  man  who  has  made  a  difcovery  that  is  ufeful  to 
his  country  deferves  well  of  it,  I  requeft  you  will 
publifh  the  following  receipt,  which  has  been  the 
ilfuit  of  many  years  clofe  Hudy  and  experiment ;  that, 
before  I  flip  off  the  ilage,  I  may  put  in  my  claim  to 
a  fmall  portion  at  leafl  of  this  merit. 

Paracelsus  Secundus. 

Take  of  the  arfenic  of  liberty  and  equality,  fuch 
as  is  manufadured  at  the  Luxemburg  in  Paris,  a 
pound  of  each  :  let  them  be  fufed  in  a  crucible  -j- 
(made  of  equal  parts  of  gambling  and  debauchery), 
until  every  grain  of  property  is  completely  evapo- 
rated. Over  a  ilrong  heat  this  part  of  the  procefs 
will  foon  be  over.  Take  the  mafs  that  remains  at 
the  bottom  of  the  crucible,  let  it  cool,  and  after  re- 
ducing it  to  a  powder,  put  it  into  a  brafs  veflel,  filled 
nearly  to  the  top  with  ambition,  fraud,  and  diffimu- 


*  This  was  the  moft  cruel  and  perfidious  affair  that  ever  the 
world  witnefled. 

f  Thefe  crucibles  may  be  had  in  moft  of  the  large  cities  in  any 
quantities. 

lation. 
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lation,  about  one  gallon  of  each  :  to  thefe  add  half 
a  gill  of  republican  virtue,  juft  enough  to  give  the 
liquor  a  proper  colour ;  more  would  fpoil  it.  Let 
this  compolition  fland  for  twenty-four  hours  in  a 
warm  place,  and  it  will  yield  you  a  beautiful  blood- 
coloured  tin6lure,  equal  to  any  that  was  ever  feen, 
even  at  Paris.  After  it  has  properly  digefted,  add 
one  ounce  of  French  faith,  as  much  of  Spanifh  ho- 
nour, and  about  a  dram,  rather  lefs  than  more,  of 
American  courage  of  the  growth  of  76,  if  to  be  had. 
Stir  the  whole  well  together,  till  all  the  ingredients 
are  completely  diflblved  in  the  tinclurc,  which  may 
be  known  by  its  turbid  afpedl,  and  the  intolerable 
ftench  that  arifcs  from  the  veflel.  Laitly,  decant 
tl>e  liquor  into  flrong  It  one  bottles,  for  it  will  burft: 
the  flrongeft  glafs,  and  preferve  it  for  ufe.  If  pro- 
perly made,  it  will  keep  for  years,  and  bear  the  lougelt 
lea  voyage. 

One  wine-glafs  full  of  this  taken  in  a  morning  on 
an  empty  llomach,  and  backed  by  another  of  true 
Coniac  brandy,  will  almofl  inftantly  produce  all  the 
fymptoms  of  a  patriot  ;  it  will  make  a  man  gnafli 
his  teeth  and  fwear  mofl  outrageoufly  whenever  he 
fees  an  Englifhman,  or  only  hears  the  name  of  Great 
Britain  mentioned ;  and  if  you  fhow  him  a  handfal 
of  louis  d'or,  or  if  he  even  hears  them  n;ttle,  he 
laughs  immoderately,  and  his  hand  is  fpontaneoufly 
itretched  out  to  receive.  But  what  is  mofl  extraor- 
dinary in  the  operation  of  this  tin6lure  is,  that  after 
a  dote  or  two,  the  more  a  man  is  kicked  or  caned, 
the  more  he  fawns  and  fondles  ;  fo  that  after  a  week, 
or  ten  days  fteady  ufe  of  it,  the  whole  man  is  trans- 
formed, body  and  foul,  into  a  fpanicl  dog,  and  ever 
afterwards  walks  on  all  fours. 

N.  B.  This  incomparable  67mV^^/;7'o//<^z^^  is  fold 
only  at  the  offices  of  the  Aurora  in  Philadelphia,  of 
the   Argus   at   New- York,    and  the  Chronicle  at 

a  Bofton ; 
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Boflon  ;  at  each  of  which  places  the  curious,  by- 
inquiring  for  the  patriotic  editors,  may  fee  hving 
proofs  of  its  mofl  wonderful  eifedts. 

Monday,   17^^  July, 

Spam/h  Infolence  and  Bafenefs. — Mr.  Porcupine, 
Ever  fince  Spain  has  been  governed  by  princes  of  the  ■- 
Bourbon  fainiiy,  theSpanilh  nane  has  been  difgraced 
in  peace  and  in  war;  every  important  mcafure  has 
been  dire6led  by  the  crooked  politics  of  France.— 
This  coiniexion,  like  the  obfcene  harpies  of  old, 
contaminatv  s  whatever  it  touches.  Bui  never  haSf^ 
this  been  fo  confpicuous  as  in  the  prefent  reign, 
and  more  efpecially  at  the  prefent  period. — The 
degenerate  Prince  that  now  fways  the  Spanilh. 
fceptre,  whom  the  French  have  kept  on  the  throne, 
merely  as  a  trophy  of  their  power,  or  as  the  butt  of 
their  infolence,  feems  deflitute  not  only  of  the  dig- 
nity of  a  king,  but  of  the  common  virtues  of  a  man  ; 
not  content  with  allying  himfelf  to  the  murderers  of 
a  benevolent  Prince,  who  was  the  flovi/^er  of  his  fa- 
mily, he  has  become  the  fupple  tool  of  all  their  mod 
nefarious  politics. 

As  the  Sovereign  is  at  home,  fo  is  the  Minifter 
abroad ;  the  one  is  governed,  like  a  dependant,  by 
the  nod  of  the  five  defpots  at  Paris,  and  the  other 
by  the  dire6tions  of  the  French  agents  in  America. 
Becaufe  thofe  infidel  tyrants  had  thought  proper  to 
rob  and  infult  this  country  and  its  government,  and 
we  have  thought  proper,  I  am  lorry  to  add,  to  fubmit 
to  it,  the  obfequious  imitative  Don  muft  attempt 
the  fame,  in  order  to  participate  in  the  guilt,  and 
leflen  the  infamy  of  his  matters. 

Surely  if  a  revolution  is  ever  to  be  recommended, 
it  is  when  a  prince  thus  entails  ruin  and  difgrace  on 
himfelf  and  his  people,  as  Charles  the  IVth  has  done 
by  this  alliance  with  the  regicide  Dire6lory  of  France. 
Befides  what  llie  paid  to  purchafe  a  dilhonourable 

VOL.  VI.  T  peace. 
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peace,  Spain  has  already  loft  large  furas.in  fpecie,  a 
confiderable  part  of  her  navy,  and  a  very  valiiaale 
ifland  ;  and  if  Ihe  perfift  in  her  prefent  ftnpid  fyfiein 
of  obedience,  without  claiming  the  lecond-light  of 
a  Scotchman,  I  will  pronounce  her  ruin  inevitable. 

Nothing  is  wanted  but  a  conjoint  operation  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  to  open 
a  way  to  all  the  riches  of  Mexico ;  and  however 
Spain  may  deceive  herfelf,  it  is  not  all  the  crooked 
manoeuvres  of  French  and  American  Jacobins,  who 
are  as  much  her  enemies  as  ours,  that  can  long  pre- 
j^ent  it.  Events  are  pointing,  with  the  clearnefs  of 
a  funbeam,  to  the  abfolute,  irrefiftible  neceffity  of 
fuch  a  coalition.  The  bale  iubfidized  agents  of 
France  cannot  long  check  the  juft  refentment,  or 
refilt  the  mealures  of  a  high-fpirited  and  free  people, 
who  fcorned  to  receive  the  law  from  freemen,  and 
will  never  fubmit  to  receive  it  from  flaves.  The  proud 
fpirit  of '76,  that  encountered  dangers  fac  more  tre- 
mendous than  any  that  now  prefent  themfelves,  will 
burft  out  with  the  greater  violence  for  being  fo  long 
refirained,  and,  fpreading  from  north  to  ibuth,  will 
bear  down  all  oppoiition. 

The  ftrength  of  this  Government  is  great,  in  its 
various  relburccs,  as  well  as  in  the  affection  of  all 
its  citizens,  a  few  bafe  profligates  excepted  ;  and  no- 
thing but  the  want  of  an  union  of  councils,  and  an 
exceffive  love  of  peace,  has  hitherto  prevented  ouc 
enemies  from  feelin«;  it.  We  hold  the  fate  of  the 
French  and  Spanifh  Weft  Indies  in  our  hands; 
and  without  having  recourfc  to  the  infernal  pra6tice 
of  the  French,  the  arming  ot  flaves  againll  their 
mailers,  we  are  able,  witii  a  fmall  naval  aid,  to  re- 
volutionize all  the  kingdom  of  Mexico. 

But  with  all  this  refpe^labiUty  of  llrcngth  and  cha- 
radter,  it  has  been  the  unhappy  fate  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  fubmit  to  violations  and  indignities  a-iinoll 
wiiliout  example  ;  and  this  has  been  owing  as  much 
a  to 
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to  the  tamenefs  of  its  friends,  as  to  the  audacity  of 
its  enemies :  for  while  thefe  have  been  united  and 
perfevering,  as  all  confpirators  are,  thofe  have  been 
torpid,  and  without  any  union  or  combination  of 
efforts. 

In  the  prefent  ftate  of  things  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  is  little  more  than  a  fhadow  ;  it  is 
really  not  worth  what  it  coft  to  acquire  and  fupport 
it;  and  unlefs  a  flop  can  be  put  to  the  progrefs  of 
fa(5^ion  and  foreign  interference,  inftead  of  a  bleffing, 
it  will  ere  long  be  a  burden,  which  even  the  vaflals 
of.  Pruflia  would  not  take  off  onr  hands  as  a  gift, 

I  remember  what  the  Tories  prophefied  at  the  clofe 
of  the  revolution  war  :  "  The  prol'pe61,"  faid  they, 
"  that  now  looks  fo  bright,  will  foon  be  darkened 
"  by  clouds  heavier  than  any  that  have  yet  hung  over 
*'  you.  Your  Government  will  be  torn  by  civil 
''  fa6lions,  and  you  will  be  tofied  to  and  fro  like  a 
"  tennis-ball,  by  the  contending  nations  of  Europe. 
"  France,  which  you  now  hug  as  an  ally  and  equal, 
"  will  corrupt  your  citizens,  and  foment  divisions 
*^  among  them,  by  which  your  Government  will  be 
"  fo  weakened,  that  it  will  not  dare  to  oppofe  her 
"  ambitious  deligns.  She  can  never  forget  her 
'*  being  expelled  from  this  country  with  difgrace, 
*'  nor  will  flie  fail  to  improve  the  iirfl  opportunity 
*'  to  recover  fome  part  of  it." 

This  is  almofl  fulfilled  in  the  prefent  unfortunate 
fiate  of  things,  but  the  cafe  is  not  without  a  remedy, 
if  prompt  decifion  and  firmnefs  is  adopted  on  the 
part  of  Government  and  its  influential  friends.  To 
theie  the  great  body  of  the  well-affedled  citizens  look 
for  an  example.  They  feel  the  wounds  of  their 
country  ;  they  refent  them,  and,  if  properly  led,  would 
fpeedily  avenge  them.  They  fear  neither  the  foreign 
enemy,  nor  the  daflardly  traitors  among  themfelves, 
but  would  rejoice  in  an  opportunity  of  facrificipg  to 
both  their  much  injured  and  infulted  country, 
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In  what  confifls  the  principal  ftrcngth  of  France  ? 
It  is  the  poitbn  of  her  principles  among  the  mob, 
and  corruption  of  her  money  among  the  rebels  and 
parricides.  Thefe  have  been  the  bale  diabolical  arts 
by  which  fhe  has  done  as  much  as  by  her  arms  ;  and 
miferable  has  been  the  fate  of  all  thofe  countries, 
where  they  have  not  been  feafonably  and  vigoroufiy 
oppofed.  If,  after  fo  many  examples  to  teach  us,  we 
continue  to  fold  our  arms,  and  wrap  ourfelves  up 
in  an  imagined  fccurity,  our  turn  will  come  next ; 
and  we  Ihall  add  one  more  to  the  gloomy  catalogue 
of  the  tributaries  of  France. 

Therefore  let  the  friends  of  their  country  and  its 
Government  alibciate,  at  this  critical  juncture,  to  fup- 
port  the  conftituted  authorities,  and  to  oppoi'e  their 
enemies  by  fpirited  and  united  eitorts.  While  traitors 
and  foreign  emiirarics  are  dnaly  intuiting  the  chief 
magitlrate  by  virulent  and  inflammatory  publications ; 
when  the  Miniitcrs  of  France  and  Spain,  forgetting 
common  decency,  obtrude  their  appeals  on  people, 
in  order  to  miflead  the  ignorant ;  it  is  the  duty  of 
all  thofe  who  condemn  fuch  criminal  condu6l  to  de- 
clare their  refolution  to  oppofe  it. 

An  Old  Soldier. 


Dallas. — In  confequcnce  of  my  advertifement  for 
fi}  oof  of  Mr,  Dallas  s  not  being  an  Englljhmayi^  I  have 
this  morning  received  a  very  valuable  morfel  of  fans- 
culottc  biography,  whicli  I  intend  laying  before  my 
readers  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,    i8^''  July. 

Blounfs  Flight. — AJlioYt  ExtraB  from  a    Chapter  in 
the  Book  of  Numbers, 

8.  And,  behold,  when  they  had  made  an  end  of 
their  conlultalions  they  were  fore  pcrp\pxcd,  for  no 
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man  could  devife  where  the  plot  would  Iflue,  or  who 
would  he  fafc  in  the  day  of  inquifition. 

9.  Then  the  leaders  of  the  band  of  confpirators 
came  forth  from  the  tabernacle,  that  ftandeth  on  the 
highway,  even  the  tabernacle  of  Satan  ;  and  they 
brought  out  a  live  goat  to  make  a  lin  offering. 

10.  And  Reltub  the  Hibernite,  and  Bow-wow  the 
gladiator^-,  took  him  by  the  horns,  and  they  pre- 
lented  him  alive  before  the  altar,  to  make  an  atone- 
ment for  the  fins  of  many  ;  and,  behold,  when  they 
had  put  their  hands  on  him  they  let  him  go,  and  the 
goat  fled  and  efcaped  into  the  wildernefs  ;  and,  lo, 
from  that  day  even  unto  this,  he  is  called  the  fcape- 
goat  of  confpiracy. 

11.  Depart,  faid  they,  and  travel  fouthward  until 
thou  comeft  into  the  wildernefs  of  lin,  which  is  in 
the  land  of  the  Ifhmaelites,  and  there  conceal  thyfelf 
in  dens  and  faft  places,  until  the  day  of  inquilitioa 
is  palTed  over. 

12.  Now  in  thofe  days  there  was  a  man  named 
Ehcah  hen  Ehcah,  who  was  defcended  from  the  great 
forcerer  of  Quilfylvania  ;  and,  behold,  this  man  was 
a  fmner,  like  unto  Balaam  the  fon  of  Beor,  who 
went  to  curfe  Ifrael  in  the  days  of  Balak.  He  alfo 
loved  the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs  ;  and  report 
goeth,  that  he  made  a  covenant  with  the  devil,  never 
to  fpeak  the  truth  with  his  lips. 

13.  The  fame  was  high-prieft  of  the  band  of  con- 
fpirators, and  having  feized  a  fheep  out  of  a  ftrange 
flock,  he  fwore  by  the  gods  Pluviofe  and  FJoreal, 
that  this  fheep  was  a  goat,  albeit  no  man  believed 
him. 

14.  And  he  took  and  he  brought  the  flieep  to  the 
altar  to  facrifice  him  ;  and  having  made  a  prepara- 
tion of  oil  and  foot,  with  divers  incantations  he  be- 
fmeared  the  fheep  therewith,  from  his  horns  even  to 

*  Butler  and  Thomas  Blount  were  bail  for  Senator  Blount. 
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the  tip  of  his  tail  ;  nathlefs  the  oil  and  the  foot 
both  difappeared  as  foon  as  the  fun  rofe  ai:d  ihonp 
upon  them. 

15.  I'hen  all  the  people  favv  the  heart  of  Ehcah 
len  Ehcah  was  filled  with  all  manner  of  falfehood 
and  bitternefs,  and  they  arofe  with  one  accord,  and 
took  him  without  the  camp,  and  they  ftoncd  him 
with  ilones,  as  a  troubler  of  the  peace  of  Ifiael. 

Wehfter. — To  Peter  Porcupine.  Sir,  Your  fore 
antagonift,  poor  Noah  Webfter,  Efqu'ire,  has  had 
anothtr  relapfe  of  madnefs  (fuppofed  to  be  the  hy- 
drophobia). I  have  not  yet,  however,  heard  that 
he  bites,  Ijut  he  raves  and  he  prophefies  more  than 
ever.  The  lucid  interval  which  he  lately  enjoyed, 
was  generally  attributed  to  the  dreffing  which  you 
gave  him  in  your  March  Cenfor.  Coercive  mea- 
fures  will,  I  am  afraid,  be  again  necetTary  to  bring 
this  unhappy  man  to  his  fenfes.  Tn  his  Minerva 
of  the  4th  of  July  lafl,  he  not  only  fqueezes  con- 
jecture to  the  very  dregs,  but  he  talks  wildly  and 
incoherently  about  "  the  late  intelTigence^''  which 
(he  fays)  opens  to  a  part  of  Europe  the  confoling 
profpedl  of  peace,  and  to  all  the  ivorld  fome  hope 
that  the  pacilication  will  be  general.  "  There  are, 
however,  good  reafons  to  apprehend  that  the  peace 
will  not  be  general^  and  if  generaly  that  it  will  not 
be  durable,''  Excellent  logic  for  fome  clay-headed 
readers  !  it  is  truly  what  the  profeflbr  of  pedantry 
calls  *'  the  caufation  of  caufes,  and  the  caufe  of 
things."  He  next  proceeds  to  Ihow  the  flate  of  the 
Englifh  fleet,  their  debt,  the  bank,  the  alarming 
condition  of  Ireland  ;  and,  after  talking  "  much 
about  its  goddefs,  and  about  it,"  and  every  thing 
being  cut  and  dry,  this  maniac  anticipating  newl- 
paper  writer  obferves,  "  Having  conquered  Portugal, 
»andfliutout  Engliih  commerce  from  her  ports, France 
will  perhaps  turn  her  attention  to  the  H^nfe  towns, 
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and  play  the  fame  game  with  them.  In  the  meaa 
time  France  will  ftrain  every  nerve  to  repair  her 
marine,  fo  as  to  annoy  the  trade  of  England ;  fhe 
will  countenance  the  infurrecStions  in  Ireland,  con- 
tinue the  alarms  of  invalion,  keep  up  the  expendi- 
tures of  Great  Britain,  and  prevent  the  reftoration 
of  credit,  until  ajlonn  piall  Imrjl  forth  into  a  revolu- 
tion." Wonderful  Noah  !  amazing  prophet !  This, 
according  to  Bayes,  is  truly  to  elevate  ?iX\^  furprife, 

Lucian,  with  a  happy  pencil,  ridicules  fuch  men  : 
he  obferves,  "  War  is  the  parent  of  all  things,  when 
one  adion  can  make  fo  many  hiftorians;  and  I  have 
heard  of  many  of  them  who  wrote  the  hiftory  of 
what  was  to  happen  hereafter."  He  afterwards 
mentions,  "  that  the  people  of  Abdera  were  feized 
with  a  violent  epidemical  fever,  which  raged 
throughout  the  whole  city,  continuing  for  ifiNQXi 
days  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which,  a  copious  dif- 
charge  of  blood  from  the  noftrils,  in  fome,  and  in 
others  a  profufe  fweat,  carried  it  off:  it  was  at- 
tended, however,  with  a  ridiculous  circumflance  ; 
every  one  of  the  perfons  afFeded  by  it,  being  fud- 
denly  taken  with  a  fit  of  tragedizing,  and  fpouting 
iambics."  Noah's  difeafe  is  fomewhat  of  this  type, 
his  phantafma  being  entirely  of  the  tragic  cafi:,  as  he 
talks  of  clofing  the  drama,  the  revolution  of  em- 
pires, and  indeed  unfolds  fuch  horrid  crimes  to  his 
credulous  readers,  as  to  make 

**  Their  knotty  and  combined  locks  to  part, 

'*  And  each  particular  hair  to  (land  on  end 

*'  Like  quills  upon  the  fretful  porcupine."  Shak. 

This  fee-fawy  camekon-like  Editor  fhows  fome  me- 
thod, however,  in  his  raadnefs,  for  he  minutely 
takes  the  advice  which  Mr,  Cambridge  gave  to  the 
London  gazetteers:  *'  I  would  advile  you  (fays 
this  gentleman)  in  general  not  to  be  fparing  of 
your  paragraphs,  either  in  number  or  in  length;  and^ 
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if  yon  alfo  take  care  to  add  a  proper  quantity  of  your 
own  ref]c(Stions,  your  paper  will  be  greedily  bought 
up  by  all  members  of  oratories,  reafoning  Ibcieties, 
and  other  talkative  alFemblics  of  this  moll  eloquent 
metropolis." 

Neither  is  Noah  by  any  means  lingular  in  bemg 
a  prophetical,  political  and  di6tatorial  nezvfman  ;  for, 
in  the  hifrory  of  Corrantoes  and  Mercuries,  we 
iind,  that  Woods  or  Tooker,  thofe  diurnal  and  heb- 
domadal hi(t<  rians,  publifhed  a  paper,  called, 
"  News,  Old  News,  and  fuch  News  as  you  never 
heard  of."  Then  fallied  forth  Marchmont  Need- 
ham,  the  prototype  of  prophet  Noah,  who,  in  op- 
pofition  to  thofe  daily  and  weekly  detailers,  brought 
forth  a  Gazette,  entitled,  "  News  for  jifty  Years  to 
come.''* 

The  times  then,  like  the  prefent,  were  wild  and 
out  of  joint,  and  almoft  every  prefs  groaned  with 
conjeiStures,  prophecies,  and  lamentations ;  but 
Noah,  in  this  enlightened  age,  feems  to  ont-herod 
them  all  ;  he  balances  Europe  with  as  much  facility 
as  a  grocer  would  a  pound  of  fugar,  and  decides  the 
fate  of  empires  with  as  much  promptnefs  and  infal- 
libility as  a  fortune-teller  delineating  the  future  lot 
in  life  of  a  gaping  country  bumpkin  ;  and  at  laft 
modeflly  affures,  that  nothing  can  prevent  the 
completion  of  his  predictions,  but  the  "  hiterveniion 
of  a  7inracle^'' 

A  little  purging,  bleeding,  blifiering,  and  vomit- 
ing, would  be  of  infinite  fervice  to  this  bewildered, 
puritanical  journalifi,  fuch  as  adminiftered  by  Swift 
and  Pope  to  Edmund  Curl  of  old.  It  mufl  be  al- 
io^ cd,  however,  that  he  is  a  friend  to  Government ; 
but  a  bad  advocate,  you  know,  often  injures  a  good 
cau:e  :  his  nonfenfe  and  his  ravings  become  now 
truly  iniufr'erable.  Cyllimc-rphus,  a  phyfician,  who 
wr.  te  the  Hiltory  of  the  Parthian  War,  talking  of 
hiinfelf,  finds  out,  '*  that  a  phyfician  mufl  be  the 
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£tteft  of  all  men  to  write  hiflory,  becaufe  Efcula- 
pius  was  the  fon  of  Apollo,  and  Apollo  the  leader 
of  the  Mufes,  and  the  great  prince  of  literature." 
Analogous  to  this  argument  is  Noah's  deduction, 
that,  becaufe  he  has  been  a  foldier,  a  mailer  of  fcho- 
lars  (a  fchoolmafter),  a  language- maker  (a  com- 
piler of  a  fpelling-book),  a  lawyer,  a  conftitution- 
maker,  and  a  newfpaper  editor,  he  is  qualified 
to  be  a  political  writer  and  a  prophet.  Touch  up 
this  infane  man  with  the  lalb  of  fatire,  reilore  him 
to  his  priftine  fenfes,  and  bring  him  again  to  be  a 
mere  retailer  of  facTis ;  advife  him  too  not  to  re'vo- 
lutionize  *  either  the  conftitution  or  the  langfuasre  of 
England.  He  cudgels  his  brains  too  much  with 
matters  far  beyond  his  reach  :  let  him  contmue  the 
war  with  the  democrats ;  his  courage  and  abilities 
are  adequate  to  fuch  an  undertaking ;  but  if  he  goes 
one  iota  farther,  he  muft  lofe  himfclf.  Z. 

New-Yorky  lOth  July,  1797. 


Dallas. — Mr.  Porcupine,  Obferving  in  a  late 
Gazette,  that  you  advcrtife  for  an  authentic  account 
of  the  birth  of  Alexander  James  Dallas,  in  order  to 
afcertain  whether  he  is  an  Englifhman  or  not ;  I 
believe  the  following  memoir  of  this  man  can  be 
fubftantiated  with  fuch  proof  as  to  entitle  rae  to  the 
offered  reward  of  ten  dollars. 

This  famous  fans-culotte  is  a  Creole  of  Jamaica, 
fent  to  England  by  the  bounty  of  a  relation,  where 
he  was  educated.  What  leffons  he  received  there, 
we  can  only  judge  of  by  the  fruit  they  produced — 
if  they  were  thofe  of  morality  and  political  integri- 
ty, they  muft  have  been  perverted  by  the  natural 
depravity  of  his  mind.     He  there  married  a  decent 

*  Vide  Minerva  of  the  8th  inft. — a  word  entirely  the  coinage  of 
his  own  difturbed  imagination, 

woman. 
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woman,  and,  when  of  age,  returned   to  Jamaica; 
but,   finding  the  chmate  of  the  tropics  not  fuited 
to   the   inflammatory  difpofitlon    of  his  brain,  he 
camis  here  with   his  wife,  accompanied  by  his  bro- 
ther, Stewart  Dallas,  and  his  family,  tinder  all  the 
appearances  of  wretchednefs  and  povertj^,  naturally 
produced  by  the  indolence  and  vices  of,  an  unfettled 
life,     Stewart  loon  found  he  could  not  get  bread  to 
eat  here,  and  returned  to  the  ifland,  where  expenlive 
clothing,  and  winter  fuel,  were  not  neceffary.     Our 
hero's   refources  were    more  fruitful :    he  hired   a 
garret,  where  he  fnugged  it  in  a  cheap  wav,  with  his 
wife  and  a  child.     Here,  by  writing  a  ballad  now 
and  then,  for  the  poetical  retailers  of  the  flreets, 
making  once  in  a  while  a  feaman's  will,  and  a6\ing 
occalionally  as  a  copyifl.  for  a  low-priced  convey- 
ancer, he  made  fhift  to  provide  a  fcanty  fupply  of 
vicluals  ;  the  rent  was  left  to  chance  *.     Very  for- 
tunately for   him,   and  unfortunately  for  this  poor 
State,  fome  favourable  incident  introduced  him  to 
the  notice  of  Hallam  and  Henry,  proprietors  of  the 
old  theatre,  who  took  him  into  pay  on  low  wages, 
to  write  fquibs  for  them,  and  pufF  up  their  pieces  ; 
befides  which,  he  ul'ed  to  a6l   in  an  emergency  -as 
a  deputy  jjrompter.  This  bettered  hiscircumftances  ; 
bat  io  prone  was  he  to  pleafure  and  vanity,  that  the 
hard-earned  acquihtions  of  a  month  would  be  laid 
out,  with  the  addition  of  what  little  credit  he  could 
procure  for  domeftic  fupplies,  in  a  dance  and  fupper 
for  a  Saturday   night  (after  he  had  got  a  fet  of 
down-flairs  rooms),  in  order   to  fupport  his  con- 
fequence  with  a   few  fafhionable  acquaintance  he 
liad  addrefs  enough  to  mix  with,  though,  in  the 


*  It  was  while  he  was  in  this  finiation,  I  prefume,  that  my 
old  one  and  fcven-pence  halfpenny  triead  Bradford  lent  him  a 
<iuarter  of  a  dollar  to  buy  fugar. — See  Ccnfor  for  Sept.  1796. 
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enfuing  week,  his  houfe  wou'd  be  affaultcd  for 
debts  under  forty  fhilllngs,  without  number.  In  this 
way,  however,  he  rubbed  along  by  hook  or  by 
crook,  fomctimcs  with  a  full  board,  at  other  times 
with  an  empty  one  ;  until,  moll:  fortunately  for  him, 
the  federal  conlHtution  of  the  United  States  was 
propofed  for  public  difcunion.  As  no  hirelings 
were  wanted  by  the  refpectable  citizens  and  people  of 
property,  he  inftantly  declared  for  the  gang  of  op- 
poiition,  defperadoes  \vho  panted  for  plunder,  and 
wifhed  for  an  opportunity,  by  throwing  the  country 
into  diforder  and  confulion.  Here  he  firfi  made 
himfelf  noticed  by  the  vociferation  of  his  howlinga, 
and  by  the  Billingfgate  invedive  of  his  writing. 
This  was  **  a  grand  movement"  for  Dallas,  to 
quote  the  phrafe  of  his  friend  Genet.  Our  demo- 
crats foon  difcovered  he  would  make  an  a6tive 
tool,  and  be  an  ufeful  inflrument  in  their  hands. 
Governor  Mifflin  therefore  took  him  into  patronage, 
and  brought  him  forward  into  public  life,  as  Se- 
cretary of  the  Commonwealth.  It  was,  however, 
privately  underllood  between  them,,  that  he  was  alfo 
to  be  the  Governor's  Secretary,  that  is,  to  write  his 
fpeeches  and  anfwers,  to  fcandalize  and  befpattec 
his  opponents,  to  fetch,  carry,  and  —  for  him ; 
and,  in  ihort,  do  what  no  one  but  a  convi61:,  to  fave 
his  devoted  neck,  would  have  condefccnded  to 
undertake.  Various,  however,  as  were  the  functions 
of  his  new  office,  our  hero  foon  became  fo  expert, 
and  followed  up  his  beginnings  with  fo  much  art 
and  impudence,  that  the  mailer  was  foon  converted 
into  the  man  ;  and  his  Excellency,  our  chaflc  and 
honeft,  and  fober  and  patriotic  Governor,  becam© 
the  mere  cat's-paw  of  the  Secretary. 

In  this  lituation  he  came  forward  as  the  fophil*- 
tical  fupporter  of  that  arch  fiend  Genet,  and  exerted 
all  its  addrefs  to  prote6t  him  from  the  bold  and 
jnanly  expofure  of  his  bafe  pradlices  by  Mr.  Jay 

and 
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and  Mr.  King :  the  event,  however,  funk  our  Se- 
cretary ftill  more  in  the  opinion  of  honeft  men, 
but  attached  him  clolcr  to  "  our  lifler  republic  :" 
he  became  a  French  advocate  ivith  a  very  liberal 
folary,  affumed  the  direcfVion  of  the  democratic 
focieties  founded  by  Genet,  and  completely  go- 
verned the  mother  club  :  the  Jacobins  rallied  round 
him,  and  no  one  figured  with  more  eclat  in  town- 
meeting  harangues  to  a  giddy  populace.  Genet 
recommended  him  to  Fauchet,  whole  favours  he 
fhared,  as  one  of  the  famous  flour-merchants. 
The  cords  of  union  were  drawn  ftill  clofer  between 
him  and  Citizen  Adet,  of  blunderbufs  memory  ;  and 
it  is  fuppofed  his  circumftances  are  now  lb  eafy, 
that  he  had  fortitude  or  cunnjng  enough  to  keep 
clear  of  the  over-drawings  on  the  Bank  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  in  which  fo  many  of  his  intimate  friends 
were  concerned.  He  has  ftnce  figured  as  the 
abufer  of  the  late  Prefident,  the  juftitier  of  Munroe, 
and  the  defender  of  Blount,  is  a  conftant  para- 
graphift  for  Bache's  repolitory  of  filth,  and  an  »(5live 
oppofer  of  federal  meafures  in  every  way. 

This,  then,  is  the  man — he  is  part  Creole,  and 
j)art  Englijk — he  is  more  French  than  either ;  and  fo 
variable  are  his  politics,  that  the  bigheft  bidder  may 
always  be  fure  of  them.  He  has  been  bowing  and 
fawning  the  lajt  winter y  at  the  houfe  of  the  Brittfh 
Mm'i/ler,  who  might  cafily  command  his  fervices,  if 
he  chofe  to  open  his  purfe  :  but  I  fuppofe  he  wifely 
thinks  that  the  fidelity  of  a  treacherous  Jacobin  is 
never  to  be  depended  upon.  Now,  Sir,  fubmitting 
my  claim  to  your  premium,  I  fubfcribe  myfelf,  Mr. 
Porcupine, 

Your  moft  obedient, 

A  Friend  to  Government. 

Philadelphia,  July  i^,  1797. 

ANSWER, 
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ANSWER, 

Sir, 
I  have  no  doubt  of  your  being  a  real  "  Friend  to 
Government,''    and  I  therefore    feel    myfelf    much 
honoured  by   your   communication   refpecling  the 
advocate  of  the  French  Repiihlic.     I  am,   however, 
cbhged  to  refufe  to  comply  with  your  expeftations 
as  to  the  reward,  the  demand  for  which  feems  to 
have  been  grounded   on  a    mifconccption    of  the 
terms  of  the  offer.     "  Thus/'    fay  you,    "   he  is 
part  Englijli,  part  Creole,  &c,"    If  this  be  corredl, 
the  reward  is  not  your  due,  for  it  was  not,  as  you  fecm 
to  have  underilood  it,  offered  as  a  recompenfe  for 
proving  *'  whether  Mr,  Dallas  was  an  Englljhman  or 
not  i'  but  for  producing  fatisfaclory  proof  that  he 
was  not  an  Englijhman.     It  is  calamity  enough  to 
have  reafon  to  fear  one's  felf  the  countryman  of  fuch 
a  man,  without  paying  for  the  fad  alfurance  of  the 
fadl.     Known  for  an  Englifhman  myfelf,  refolved 
to  be  known  for  one  as  long  as  I  poffefs  the  faculty 
of  fpeecb,  and  hearing  Dallas  called  an  Englifh- 
man, I  was  anxious  to  wipe  off  the  difgrace,  which, 
as  his  countryman,  was  receded  on  me;  for  this 
reafon  it  v/as  that  I  advertifed  for  a  fatisfaclory  proof 
of  his  710 1  being  an   Englifhman ;  and,  as  you  fay 
that  he  is  fart  Englljli,  you  have  not  produced  the 
fatisfaBory   proof  required,   and,  confequently,  are 
not  entitled  to  the  reward . 

At  the  fame  time  that  I  thus  fl:ate  my  reafons  for 
rejet^ling  your  claim,  1  cannot  help  acknowledging 
my  obligations  to  you,  for  your  kind  endeavours  to 
relieve  my  mind  from  a  burden  by  which  it  has 
been  long  opprefTed.  You  have  made  me  half 
happy  by  affuring  me,  that  the  advocate  of  the 
French  Republic  was  not  born  in  England ;  if  you, 
or  any  one  elfe,  can  fatisfy  me  that  his  progenitors 
were   French,  Spanifh,  Turkifh,  Mohawk,  or  any 

thing 
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thing  but  Englifh  ;  in  fhort,  if  it  can  be  made  out 
by  "  hook  or  by  crook^  as  he  made  out  his  living, 
that  he  has  not  a  drop  of  EngUfh  blood  in  his 
veins,  I  not  only  promife  to  pa.y  the  reward  of  t^n 
dollars,  but  to  give  a  hogfhead  of  the  befl  London 
porter  into  the  bargain. 

I  am  your  moft  obliged  and  obedient  fcrvant, 

P.  Porcupine. 
'Philadelphia^  July  i8,  1797. 


Wedkesday,  19'^^  July. 

W-ilTiavis  the  American  Traitor. — St.  John's,  An- 
tigua, May  I.  The  fhip  William,  Captain  At- 
kiufon,  from  Lancafter  and  Cork,  bound  to  this 
itland,  has  been  taken  and  carried  into  Point 
a  Petre.  She  failed  from  Cork  on  the  14th  ult. 
and  on  the  1 7th,  lat.  7°  N.  and  long.  59°  30'.  W.  in 
company  with  the  Ihip  Betfey,  Captain  Fleek,  from 
Glafgow,  fell  in  with  a  French  privateer  fchooner, 
of  lo  guns,  full  of  men,  moftly  Americans,  and 
commanded  by  one  Williams  an  American.  The 
privateer  immediately  attacked  the  Betfey^  which 
after  tome  refinance  ft  ruck,  and  was  fent  off  for 
Guadaloupe;  after  which  an  engagement  com- 
menced between  the  William  and  the  privateer, 
and  continued  for  five  hours,  when  the  latter  was 
obliged  to  Iheer  off.  A  gentleman  from  the  Wefl 
Indies,  who  lately  had  the  misfortune  to  be  taken 
by  the  French,  aflures  us  that  he  is  perfonally  ac- 
quainted with  Williams,  wi)ofe  Chrifrian  name  is 
llaac,  a  native  of  Norwich,  flate  of  Connedicut ; 
and  that  he  has  treated  fome  of  his  countrymen, 
that  fell  into  his  hands,  v/ith  the  greatell  bar- 
barity. 

American  Traitors. — Captain  Sands,  of  tlie  Olive- 
branch,  from  Eourdeaux,  aflures  us  that  the  num- 
ber* 


JULY,  1797.  287 

ber  of  Americans  who  have  fhipped  themfelves  on 
board  French  privateers,  with  a  view  of"  enriching 
themfelves  on  the  fpoils  of  their  countrymen,  is  by- 
no  means  fmall.  Many  of  thefe  men  hold  com- 
miffions.  This  faft  would  appcnr  incredible,  were 
it  not  confirmed  by  repeated  tefiimonies.  From 
this  circumftance  it  would  appear,  that  the  brutal 
Injuries  to  which  our  merchants  are  patiently  fub- 
mitting,  is  in  a  great  meafure  afcribable  to  the  vil- 
lany  of  our  own  countrymen.  Itisagreat  misfortune 
to  our  country,  that  neither  law  nor  example  are 
fufficient  to  countera6l  fuch  fhocking  depravity. 
Such  tranfat^lions  abroad,  united  to  the  moft  in- 
famous projects  of  felf-aggrandizement  among  men 
of  confequence  at  home  (but  whofe  conlequenc^ 
ought  to  be  made  more  public  by  placing  them  on 
gibbets),  are  fufficient  to  hold  America  up  to  the 
feoffs,  contempt,  and  ridicule  of  the  world.  Surely 
an  honeft  man  is  a  jewel  of  iaeftimable  worth ! 


Builer''s  Ship  taken.  Sans-cidoUeifm  rewarded.-r^ 
Extra6t  of  a  letter  from  an  American  gentleman, 
dated  Cape  Francois,  June  24,  1797.  "  The  Com- 
"  miffion  ftill  continue  to  condemn  our  veHels, 
"  captured  going  to,  or  coming  from  Britifh  ports  ; 
"  and,  indeed,  fometimes  going  to  French  ports, 
*'  as  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Anthony  Butler's  vcflel,  of 
*'  Philadelphia.  The  velTel  was  adlually  bound  tp 
"  a  French  port,  with  a  recommendatory  letter 
"  from  Mr.  Letomb,  the  Conful-gencral,  She 
**  was  neverthelefs  condemned  *." 


*  This  Butler  is  one  of  the  moft  furious  fans-culottes  in  Ame- 
rica ;  but  you  fee  that  did  not  fave  his  velTel,  though  failing 
under  French  governmental  proteilion. 

To 
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To  Peter  Porcupine. 

Sir,  New-York,  i^ih  July,  ijgj. 

Haviijg  obfcrvcd  that  you  offer  a  reward  of 
ten  Gollais  for  "  fatisfa^lory  proof  that  /.  ^.  Dallas 
is  not  your  countryman,"  1  take  this  opportunity  of 
alfuriijg  you  that  he  is  not,  ehher  by  birth  or 
def  cut.  His  father  was  a  carpenter  at  Edinlmrgh, 
from  wherce  he  went  to  Jamaica,  where  he  begat 
t])is  imp  of  democracy.  If  this  information  be  fa- 
tisfadory,  I  am,  I  prefume,  entitled  to  the  offered 
reward,  and  lliall  exped  to  receive  it  accordingly. 
I  am 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

R_  S— TS. 

Sir,  .  Philadelphia,  igth  July,  1797. 

On  light  you  will  pleafe  to  pay  to  R—  S-— ts,  or 
order,  the  fum  of  ten  dollars,  value  received. 
Mr.  A.  Di-ummond,  P.  Porcupine, 

Boolfeller,  Nezv-York. 

Notv  therefore 

This  is  to  forewarn  all  perfons  whatfoever  not 
to  call  me  the  countryman  of/.  A.  Dallas,  on  pain 
of  a  profccution  for  fcandal. 


Learned  Pig's  Departure. — Philadelphia,  1 7  th  July. 
Yefterday,  being  Sunday,  the  Learned  Pig  took 
his  departure  for  Trenton.  He  was  condutled  as 
far  as  Harrowgate  by  a  felecl  party  of  fans-culottes, 
where,  we  arc  informed,  they  were  regaled  with  a 
trough,  filled  with  the  choicefl  w^afhings  of  the 
kitchen. 

Ihe  greateft  hilarity  prevailed  during  the  enter- 
tainment,  and  a  number  of  patriotic  toafts  were 

drunk. 
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drunk,   among  which  the  following  are  worthy  of 
particular  notice. 

1.  The  French  Republic,  one  and  indivilible. 

2.  Thomas  JefFerfon,  the  hiftorian  of  the  Bull, 
and  the  man  of  the  Sivi/ie. 

3.  Citizen  Munroe,  and  the  French  Diredory. 

4.  Judge  M'Kean,  and  Dav'id^s  Sow. 

5.  Citizen  Dayton,  trimming,  andconfifcation. 

6.  Ben  Bache  and  bribery. 

7.  Thomas  Mifflin,  J.  A.  Dallas,  and  Randolph, 
and  fuccefs  to  all  others  who  deal  in  meal, 

8.  Tench  Cox  and  his  two  nem-ocs. 

9.  Lyon^  the  greateft  heaji  in  nature. 

10.  Blair  M'Clenachan  the  firfl  of  hogs. 

11.  May  the  enemies  of  the  fwine  never  favc 
their  bacon. 

\The  Pig  having  retired] 

12.  The  Learned  Pig — may  each  of  us,  his  fellow- 
citizens,  foon  equal  him  in  knowdedge,  as  w^e  already 
do  in  beaftlinefs. 

The  company  broke  up  about  fix  in  the  evening, 
and  \YG  have  the  pleafure  to  add,  tliat  they  retired 
to  their  homes  in  the  utmofi:  good  order,  not  a  chop 
or  the  mark  of  a  tulk  being  this  morning  vifible  oil 
any  of  their  jowls. 

Spanijh  Minijler. — To  the  Editor  of  the  Gazette  of. 
the  United  States.  Sir,  The  Chevalier  d'Yrujo  is 
much  cenfured  in  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States 
of  Saturday  laft,  by  a  writer  who  figns  himfelf 
ylmericanus,  for  having  publifhed  his  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  i(  the  crime  is  in  publifhing, 
has  not  the  Government  committed  this  crime 
before  him  ?  Have  we  not  feen  publifhed  in  all  the 
newfpapers,  with  every  mark  of  official  authenticity, 
that  the  condu6l  of  the  Spaniards  demonftrates 
"  that  they  do  not  mean  to  fulfil,  for  an  indefinite  period^ 

YOL.  VI.  u  th^ 
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ihe  Jii_pulations  of  the  treaty ;"  and  alfo  '^  that  tticre 
is  much  reafon  to  believe  Mr.  Ellicott's  fufpicions 
well  founded,  that  an  undue  injluence  has  heen  ex- 
S7'cijed  over  the  Lidians,  by  the  officers  of  his  Catholic 
Majejiy,  to  prepare  them  for  a  rupture  with  the  United 
States  r  &c.  &c. 

Would  the  Chevalier  d'Yrujo  have  fulfilled  the 
duties  of  his  flation,  if  he  liad  fuffered  thefe  official 
and  public  attacks  upon  the  good  faith  of  his  na- 
tion to  have  pafTcd  unnoticed  ?  Was  it  not  in- 
•Cumbcnt  on  him  to  elucidate  fa^ls,  and  dellroy  con- 
je6tures  equally  injurious  and  unfounded  ? 

Americanus  appears  to  have  very  extraordinary 
ideas  of  equity  and  juftlce.  On  the  one  hand,  he 
does  not  cenfure  the  Government  for  making  their 
attack  public,  through  the  medium  of  the  prefs ; 
and  on  the  other,  he  is  greatly  fcandalized,  that  the 
attack  lliould  be  repelled  with  the  fame  weapon. 
He  goes  further,  by  denying  to  thole  foreign  agents 
who  come  acrofs  the  feas,  to  promote  the  interefl 
of  the  powers  they  reprefent,  the  right  to  defend 
themfelves  when  attacked,  in  a  manner  not  refufed 
to  any  individual  in  the  United  States.  A  man 
with  fuch  principles,  if  he  be  an  American,  mull  be 
an  ^/2f^/o-American. 

I'hc  plain  ftate  of  the  cafe  is  thla.  The  Chevalier 
d'Yrujo,  and  the  fovereign  whofe  interefts  he  was 
lent  to  promote,  have  l^een  publicly  and  feverely 
fiigmatized  :  why  fhould  he  be  denied  the  ufe  of 
the  prefs,  to  repel  an  attack  through  the  medium  of 
the  prefs  ?  The  fa6l  is,  Sir,  that  thofe  who,  for  cer- 
tain ends,  are  in  the  liabit  of  adling  in  darknefs, 
dread  the  light  that  may  be  thrown  upon  their  ma- 
chinations by  the  torrent  of  truth. 

It  is  true,  that  in  countries  where  the  prefs  is  not 
as  free  as  it  is  here,  and  where  the  people  have  no 
llbare  in  the  governraer>t,  it  is  not  ufual  to  give  pub- 
licity 
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licity  to  diplomatic  corrcfpondences  ;  yet  there  are 
inflances,  even  with  the  monarchies  of  Europe,  in 
which  coniiderable  pubHcity  has  been  given  in  thele 
matters.  In  the  cafe  of  Armfcldt,  copies  of  the  cor- 
refpondencc  between  Naples  and  Sweden  were  pro- 
fufely  diliributed  to  perfons  belonging  to  the  diplo- 
matic corps  in  both  countries;  and  it  was  finally 
printed  in  the  freer  countries,  and  publifhed  to  the 
world. 

But  we  are  not  to  look  to  Europe  to  juftify  the 
propriety  of  publicity  in  all  governmental  concerns 
in  this  country.  Here  the  Government  is  the  crea- 
ture of  the  people,  of  courfe  public  opinion  has  pro- 
digious weight  ;  and  if  any  branch  of  the  public 
fundlionaries  attempt  to  make,  by  means  of  the  prefs, 
an  impreffion  upon  the  public  mind  injurious  to  the 
chara6^er  and  interefis  of  a  friendly  foreign  nation, 
it  is  not  only  the  right,  but  it  mult  be  the  duty  of 
the  reprefentative  of  that  nation  to  repel  the  attempt 
in  the  only  way  it  can  be  met — alfo  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  prefs. 

This  is  what  the  Chevalier  d'Yrujo  has  done. 
The  condu6t  of  the  Government  of  Spam  has  been  at- 
tacked officially  and  by  printing,  and  he  has  defended 
the  Spanifh  Government  officially  and  by  printing.  If 
in  doing  this  he  has  mifreprefented  fads,  and  has  not 
fupported  them  by  fufficient  documents,  let  it  be 
fhovvn  :  or  if  his  deductions  from  them  are  falfe,  let 
their  fallacy  be  expofed  ;  but  in  this  free  country  let  it 
not  be  faid,  that  the  prefs  ffiall  be  a  vvea])on  of  attack 
only,  and  not  of  defence  ;  none  but  an  Anglo- Ame- 
rican could  maintain  fuch  a  doctrine. 

Verus  *. 


*  This  was  writtijn,  or  at  Jeaft  handed  for  publkatioj:),  by  Fatic, 
the  Spanifti  Miaiftcr's  Secretary. 
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To  Philip  Fat  10. 

Office  of  Porcupine  s  Gazette <, 
Dear  Don,  \^thJuly,  ^797- 

You  will  exciife  me  if  I  take  it  rather  unkind  in 
you  not  to  honour  nic  with  a  iingle  line  in  anfwer 
to  my  two  very  long  and  very  loving  cpittles  of  Fri- 
day and  Saturday  latt.  Take  not  this  by  way  of 
reproach,  my  dear  fellow ;  I  am  not  offended  at 
your  negled  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  feel  it  as  Monfieur 
Nicholas  did  the  buffets  of  France,  "  with  the 
warmeft  fenfibility,  and  moft  lincere  affedlion." 

However,  though  I  have  received  no  direct  an- 
fwer to  my  letters,  I  perceive  that  fome  one,  under 
the  fignatnre  of  Verm,  has  attempted  a  kind  of  lide- 
winded  antwer  in  the  Gazette  of  iJie  United  States. 
This  Ferus  I  take  to  be  you,  my  dear  friend  ;  not 
bccaufe  the  fignatnre  is  at  all  applicable  to  the  con- 
tents of  the  letter,  but  becaufe  i  know  it  is  your  of- 
fice to  drefs  up  the  fweepings  of  Don  Carlos's 
brains,  and  render  them  lefs  difgufting  to  public 
view.  At  any  rate,  whether  you  are  the  author  of 
the  communication  in  queftion  or  not,  to  you  I  lliall 
addrels  my  remarks  on  it. 

You  fet  out  by  oblerving,  that  the  Chevalier 
de  Yrujo  has  been  unmerciiblly  cenfured  for  pub- 
lirtiing  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pickering;  for,  fay  you, 
^*  if  the  crime  is  in  publliliing,  has  not  the  Govern- 
vient  committed  this  crime  before  himf' — This  is  what 
in  Englifh  is  called  dog-logic  ;  that  is,  it  is  a  mode 
of  reafoning  worthy  of  a  brute.  How  far,  by  the 
fame  rule,  it  may  be  worthy  of  a  Spaniard^  let  thofe 
determine  who  have  liad  the  happinefs  to  relide 
among  the  fubjects  of  the  royal  and  Mofl  Catholic 
ally  of  the  regicide  atheiits  of  France. 

*^If  the  crime  is  in  publilliijig,  has  not  the  Go- 
vernment 
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lernment  CGmmUted  this  crime  before  him  F^ — No  :  the 
Government  has  publifhed  before  him,  yet  the  Go- 
vernment has  committed  no  crime,  and  be  has  com- 
mitted one.  We  will  fuppofe  the  acl  to  have  been 
exa611y  the  fame  ;  inftead  of  a  ftupid,  vain,  infolent, 
half-Carmagnole,  half- Don  like  compofition,  we 
will  fuppofe  that  Citizen  Don  Carlos  Martinez  de 
Yrujo's  letter  had  been  couched  in  the  tirm,  yet  de- 
cent language  of  the  American  Secretary  of  State ; 
for  argum.ent's  fake  I  will  allow  this  to  have  been 
the  cafe,  and  then  I  will  aik  you,  my  dear  Fatio,  if 
you  are  fuch  an  abominable  idiot  as  not  to  know 
that  what  is  no  crime,  nay,  what  is  a  duty  in  one 
man,  may  be  a  very  great  crime  in  another  ?  It  is 
no  crime,  I  take  it,  for  a  man  to  go  to  bed  with  his 
wife  ;  but  who  will  pretend  that  the  lame  a6l  would 
be  no  crime  in  another  man,  merely  becaufe  the 
hufband  had  been  there  before  him  ? — Every  man 
has  a  right  to  inf}ru6l,  advife,  and  correct:  his  own 
family ;  it  is  not  only  a  right  that  belongs  to  him, 
it  is  his  duty  alfo;  but,  if  an  impertinent  firanger, 
abating  that  hofpitality  by  which  he  has  been  ad- 
mitted under  the  paternal  roof,  fhould  interfere, 
audacioufly  oppofe  his  advice  to  that  of  the  fa- 
ther, and  moreover  contradi6l  and  calumniate 
him,  his  connexions,  and  his  friends ;  would  not 
fuch  an  infolent  fcoundrel  deferve  to  be  kicked  into 
the  flreet  ? 

According  to  your  dodlrine,  every  thing  which  it 
is  not  a  crime  in  the  American  Government  to  do, 
may  be  attempted  or  done  without  a  crime  by  the 
Envoy  of  Spain  :  confequenlly,  he  has  a  right  to 
iffue  proclamations,  orders  for  the  army,  and,  in 
fhort,  to  do  every  thing  that  he  has  feen  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  do. — No :  we  are  down  enough, 
to  be  fure ;  your  dear,  natural,  atheiftical,  cut- 
throat allies  have  funk  us  almoft  to  a  level  with 
yourfelves;  under  their  bafe  influence  the  Americans 
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■are  faft  defcending  to  that  lafi-  dr^rree  of  degeneracy 
and  degradation  at  which  the  Kniglits  ot  Caftile 
have  already  arrived  ;  but  yet  J  trufl  we  fliall  not 
"bend  our  necks  to  you.  We  niay  be  fold  (and  per- 
haps we  now  are)  to  the  Repubhc  of  ii^rance  ;  and^ 
if  lb,  we  muft  go  over  to  our  new  maftcrs :  I, 
among  the  refl,  may  poffibly  be  obHged  to  lul)r,jit 
to  the  yoke,  but,  rather  than  fuffer  an  humbled  flave 
of  a  Spaniard  to  put  it  round  my  neck,  I  would 
commit  that  neck  to  the  care  of  your  Sepemherizing 
alhes. 

I  have  much  more  to  fay  to  you  to-morrow  ;  and 
in  the  mean  time  I  beg  of  your  friendfhip  to  inform 
me,  how  Don  Carlos  came  to  choofe  young  Light- 
ning Rod  for  the  printer  and  retailer  of  his  ftupid 
and  infolent  appeal  to  the  people,  I  will,  one  of 
thete  dr.ys,  take  the  pains  to  collc6l  together  a  few 
of  Baclie's  exprellions  refpedling  the  King  of  Spain 
and  his  llibje^ts,  which,  I  make  no  doubt,  will  be 
very  gratet'ul  to  both. 

I  pray  God  to  prelerve  you  about  a  week  longer. 
Your  obedient  fervant, 

P.  Porcupine. 


Thursday,  20"^  July. 

Leiter  from  a  Neiv-E77g]a7id  Captain  to  his  Friend  at 
Tnrk^s  JJIaml,  dated  Cape  Frai{^o'is,  Feb.  28,  1797. 

Dear  Peter, 
From  our  mutual  friend  Reuben  Atkilis  I  was 
furprifed  to  hear  that  he  was  told  you  were  carrying 
on  a  great  ilroke  of  bulinefs  at  Turk's  Ifland,  after 
you  wrote  to  us  you  were  fettled  fo  much  to  your 
falisfacTtion  at  Surinam.  At  this  damned  place  I 
have  been  long  amongtl  a  parcel  of  villains  trying  to 
procure  payment  for  mcrchandile  taken  from  me 
by  the  CommifTioners.  At  lall  I  have  fucceedcd  ; 
|5p   tiianl^s  to  them,  but  to   Ibme   fair  friends  with 
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whom  I  fcraped  an  acquaintance,  and  to  whom  I 
owe  every  thing  ;  as,  without  their  afliilance,  I 
fhould,  Hke  the  reft  of  my  countrymen,  not  have 
got  a  fous.  In  two  days,  or  fooner  if  poffible,  I  fhall 
leave  this  place,  for  I  ftand  on  ticklilh  ground,  I 
affure  you  ;  and  wlien  you  have  read  what  I  am  go- 
ing to  relate,  you  will  fay  it  is  I'uU  time  to  make  a 
natural  dafh,  if  I  wifti  to  efcape  the  guillotine  or 
lamp-poft.  Such  a  tale  I  have  to  unfold  as  will 
make  you  fhudder ; — but  to  begin  in  form.  You 
know,  Peter,  I  was  always  a  favourite  with  the 
girls,  and  that  I  have  a  good  perfon,  well  fet  otFby 
a  je  ne  fcai  qiioi  in  the  air  and  manners  ;  this  you 
muft  acknowledge,  though  you  often  told  me  I  was 
a  damned  puppy,  inftead  of  ftudying  law  with  old 
Squaretoes,  to  go  learn  French  and  dancing  with  a 
new  mafter,  where  I  was  a  complete  dabfter.  Hey 
Bob,  and  Statia  girls ;  but  this,  Peter,  was  down- 
right envy  and  jealoufy  in  you,  becaufe  our  favourite 
Jenny  Green  always  preferred  me  as  a  partner. 
You  remember  how  you  ufed  to  fwear  whenever  I 
took  her  by  the  hand  at  coulin  Riddle's  ;  I  hope  you 
have  left  off  that  low  cuftom  of  fwearing  by  Zounds — 
Damn  it — I  fwear  now,  mate — as  it  is  quite  out  of 
vogue.  Well,  Peter,  I  will  leave  you  to  judge  whe- 
ther I  have  not  brought  my  dancing  and  palavering 
French  (for  which  you  fo  often  laughed  at  me)  to 
a  pretty  good  account.  On  my  arrival  here  my  pro- 
perty (and  a  good  affortment  it  was)  was  put  in  re- 
quilition.  This  I  bore  with  a  good  grace,  and  in 
good  French  too ;  mark  that,  Peter  :  I  gave  them 
(as  it  was  needlefs  to  complain)  a  fample  of  demo- 
cratical  Hang  on  liberty  and  equality,  and,  when  an 
occalion  otFered,  was  the  hrft  at  a  civic  feaft ; 
danced,  and  fung  ca  ira  and  the  Carmagnole  with 
the  heft  of  them,  inllead  of  drawling  out  your 
American  commerce  and  freedom  ;  whilft  my  bro- 
ther-fufferers,  with  woful  faces  as  lon^  ss  ijjy  arm, 
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were  groaning  over  the  Deacon's  notions  and  long 
lace.     Well,  what  think  you,  Peter,  I  did  to  reco- 
ver my  property  ?  Why,  )um  made  a  hue  and  cry, 
and  put  forth  a  lamentable  petition  to  the  munici- 
pality ;    no    furh    thing,   I  aflure    you,  Peter ;  as 
weeping  and  gnafliing  of  teeth  would  anfwcr  little 
purpofe  here.     Why  then,  I  fuppofe  you  will  fay,  I 
joined    in   a  lengthy   complaint  to  Congrefs.     You 
are  ftill  wide  of  the  mark.     No  no,   Peter,   it  was 
not   the  intereft  of  many  of  the  jockies   in  Congrefs 
to  advocate  fiich  a   butinefs  whilft  Adet  had  any 
credit  left  within  the  Republic.     Why  then,  what 
the  devil  did  you  ?  1  will  tell  you,   Peter.     By  dint 
of  perfeverance,    fome    patriotic    blarney,    with   a 
fmall  dafii  of  American  modefty,  I  have  capered, 
fung,  and    ogled   myfelf  into   the   good    graces   of 
Santhonax's  fair  family  ;  there  I  fell  on  my  feet,  let 
me  tell  you,  and  you  may  guefs  if  I  did  not  profit 
by  my  good  fortune.     By  this  connexion  I  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  fome  fecrets,  the  relation  of  which 
will  make  you  fhudder,  and  alfo  fhow  you  the  peril 
of  an  intrigue  with  the  connexions  of  fuch  a  cut- 
throat   rafcal   and   incendiary.      1   alraofl   tremble 
when  I  think  of  my  htuation  here ;  and  fuch  has 
been  my  lituation  for  fome  time  paft,  for  fear  of 
difcovery,  that  I  have  felt  regularly  every  morning 
if  my  head  was  fafe  on  my  fhoulders.     I  Ihall  now 
proceed  better  to  give  you   an  account  of  my  ad- 
ventures.    My   fair  Nannette,  who   is   a  great  fa- 
vourite of  Santhonax,  affecSts  to  be  a    mighty  poli- 
tician ;  and,  befides  being  as   clever   and  knowing 
a  girl  as  your  friend  Dolly  Tipkin?,  writes  a  good 
running  hand,  and  is  employed  by  Santhonax  in 
copying  his  difpatches  ;  ihe  tells  me,  and  I  think 
it  probable,  he  cntrufts  her  with  all  his  fecrets.     By 
the  by,  Santhonax  wifhes  to  be  very  intimate  with 
her,  but  is  devilifhly  afraid  of  his  wife,  who  is  of  a 
jealous  temper ;  but  of  this  judge  for  yourielf,  Peter^^ 

by 


JULY,  1797.  29'^ 

by  what  follows.  Nannette,  who  hellevcs  me  a  true 
democrat,  and  that  I  will  return  to  the  Cape  and 
marry  her,  told  me,  in  the  tender  hours  of  dalliance, 
that  Santhonax  has  been  much  dirappointed  in  not 
acquiring  the  wealth  to  be  expedted  through  his 
wife's  and  his  own  intereft  with  the  Brigands  ;  he 
has  been  foutring  and  peftering  ever  lince  hi-  ar- 
rival, to  find  himfelf  lufpecSled  and  diftrulted  by  his 
black  friends  ;  and  his  brother  commifTaries,  who 
expe6lcd  pretty  pickings,  are  mightily  difappointed 
to  lee  that  Santhonax,  from  not  having  made  a  iair 
divifion  of  the  plunder  of  Hifpaniola,  had  become 
fo  very  obnoxious  to  the  negroes. 

However,  Santhonax  and  the  CommifTaries  are 
determined  to  realize  a  fortune  by  fome  means  or 
other :  in  their  firfl  attempt  they  were  baffled ; 
which  was  to  remove  fome  Brigand  chiefs  unfavour- 
able to  their  views,  and  to  make  a  number  of  ne- 
groes v/ork  in  the  name  of  the  Republic  for  them. 
This  ftep  threw  the  whole  ifland  into  a  flame ;  and 
the  CommifTaries  began  to  have  ferious  apprehen- 
lions  for  their  own  fafety ;  but  they  are  now  re- 
lieved from  their  fears  by  the  levere  drubbing  the 
Britifh  gave  the  Brigands  to  the  fouthward,  which 
would  keep  them  quiet  from  neceflity,  at  leaf^  for 
a  time.  On  afking  Nannctte  what  could  be 
the  motive  of  the  Executive  Directory  for  giving 
orders  to  feize  American  property,  the  told  me 
it  was  from  neceflity,  as  they  could  not  procure 
funds  to  fupply  the  colonies  with  flores  and  provi- 
flons  ;  and  that  they  were  vexed  to  find  the  Ameri- 
cans would  not  take  an  a6live  part  againft  the  Britifh; 
but  that  they  were  refolved,  while  the  Americans 
were  off  their  guard,  to  render  their  enmity  or  their 
friendfhip  of  little  confequence  to  any  nation. 

The  Commiflaries,  in  their  private  inflru6tions, 
are  diredled  to  make  the  fpeedieft  and  beft   ufe  of 
their    orders    for   deftroying   the   American   com- 
merce ; 
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inerce  ;  and  that  proper  inftrui^Hons  would  be  dif. 
patched  to  Adct,  who,  with  the  American  patriots, 
would  aflign  fufficient  rcafons  for  lb  flrange  a  mea- 
lurc ;  that  it  was  expected  the  Americans  would 
grumble  and  remonlirate  long  before  they  would 
think  of  biting;  but  Heps  would  be  Ipeedily  taken 
to  deprive  them  of  the  power  of  doing  much  mif- 
chief,  fo  that  four  months  at  leaft  would  be  gained 
in  negotiation;  and  in  that  time  a  fufficient  quan^ 
tity  of  provi  lions  and  llores  would  be  fecured;  and 
it  was  expedled,  that  if  this  mcafur-.  was  fpeedily 
and  weTl  executed,  the  American  aviitocrats  would 
be  deceived,  the  Britifh  credit  deftroyed,  and  from 
the  greatnefs  of  the  lofs,  they  would  be  reduced  to 
a  Itate  of  Crquality,  more  favourable  to  the  interefl 
of  the  Republic.  This,  Peter,  bad  as  you  iuay 
think  of  it,  is  not  the  worfl:  of  it ;  for  I  find  from 
Nannette,  they  mean  to  play  the  fame  game  in 
America  they  have  done  in  the  Weft  Indies.  In 
a  letter  to  Santhonax  from  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory (for  he  is  the  only  Commiffary,  Nanette  fays, 
that  they  will  implicitly  truft),  he  is  ordered,  with 
Adet,  to  leave  nothing  untried  to  ruin  the  Britifh 
and  American  merchants,  and  to  employ  proper 
agents  to  execute  this  purpofe.  On  my  alking  her 
in  what  manner,  flie  anfwered.  By  the  deftrudion  of 
the  depots  of  merchandife  in  the  towns ;  and  that 
Sanlhonax  h;id  written  to  Adet,  that  the  beft  mode, 
and  leaft  liable  to  detection,  would  be  to  employ 
a  few  Cape  agents,  who  were  well  trained,  and 
many  of  them  living  in  the  fca-ports  of  America, 
of  whom  he  font  Adet  a  lili,  and  at  the  fame  time 
propofed  to  him,  if  he  would  undertake  the  buli- 
jnefs  to  the  northward,  that  he  would  find  and  fend 
from  the  Cape  a  fufficient  number  who  would 
volunteer  it  to  the  ibuthward.  The  bufinefs,  flie 
iaid,  had  been  partly  executed  to  .the  fonthward, 
and  fome  of  the  agents  had  returned,  received  tlieir 
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reward,  and  gone  back  with  frefh  orders,  but  that 
little  had  been  done  to  the  northward.  She  faid 
Santhonax  was  much  vexed  with  Adet,  wlio,  he 
faid,  was  a  pitiful  poltroon,  afraid  of  his  own  Ihadow; 
for  in  cafe  of  any  fufpicion,  or  even  difcovery,  he 
might  eafily  fhift  the  odium  from  himfelf  to  the 
emitrrants  and  Britifh  ;  and  he  fwore,  with  the  asients 
he  had  pointed  out  to  him,  who  were  men  of  tried 
experience  and  fidelity,  Adet  might  by  this  time 
have  made  a  feu-de~joye  of  every  town  on  the 
Continent,  inftead  of  his  paltry  quibbling  letter. 
Did  you  ever  hear,  Peter,  of  fuch  a  couple  of  in- 
fernal villains  ?  there  is  not  a  place  in  hell  hot 
enough  for  them.  Only  think  of  my  lofs,  600/. 
by  zounds!  every  copper;  for  Afa  Williams,  who 
was  brought  in  here  the  other  day,  fays,  that  the 
houfe  aunt  Dinah  left  me,  is  burnt  to  the  ground ; 
as  alfo  coufin  Ben's.  Oh  !  curfe  on  the  rafcals,  how 
many  thoufands  will  be  deceived  by  their  machina- 
tions and  plots!  I  would  inflantly,  I  fvvear,  Ihoot 
Santhonax  through  the  head,  if  there  were  a  poffi- 
bility  of  efcaping.  The  Commiflaries  expedl  a  fine 
harvefl  from  their  feizures ;  and  from  what  I  know 
of  them,  the  Republic  will  be  little  benefited  by 
their  a6ts  of  piracy.  No  lefs  than  167  fail  of  vclfels 
have  been  fcized  and  carried  into  the  Cape,  the 
outports,  and  Cuba,  fince  they  received  the  orders 
of  the  Directory  ;  and  I  am  lorry  to  fay,  that  it  was 
from  this  fund  the  CommifTaries  paid  me,  telling  me, 
that  I  was  a  true  fans-culotte,  and  worthy  of  being 
a  French  citizen.  Damn  their  citizenfhip,  I  fay. 
The  CommifTaries  have  given  me  a  pafs  for  any  vcfTel 
or  cargo  I  may  bring  from  America,  and  com- 
miffion  for  a  number  of  goods  for  their  families.  I 
thought  Santhonax,  when  he  gave  me  his  order, 
fmiled ;  as  much  as  to  fay,  Monfieur,  you  will  find 
few  goods  in  America,  on  your  return.  But, 
peter,  if  they  catch  me  here  again,  I  will  give  then^ 
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leave  to  guillotine  me,  and  barbacue  me  into  the 
bargain.  Every  vefiel  they  can  lay  their  hands  on 
they  are  turning  into  a  privateer,  and  I  am  told  the 
Spaniards  are  following  their  example.  When  I 
arrive  in  America,  I  fhall  write  to  you  by  the  firft 
veflel  bound  to  Turk's  Ifland.  I  lend  this  by 
Richard  Davis,  who  fays  he  will  forward  it  either 
from  the  Mole,  or  Kingfton  ;  do  let  me  hear  from 
you,  Peter,  as  foon  as  you  can.  I  am,  Peter,  your 
true  friend  and  wcll-wifher, 

S.  M.  Morris. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original,  taken  by  me  at 
Turk's  Ifles,  this  31ft  April,   1797. 

(Signed)  John  Wright, 

Juflice  of  the  Peace. 

Tojifcrlpt  to  the  fame. 

I  fuppofe  you  will  be  forry  to  hear  that  my  old 
uncle  Nathan  is  dead,  and  I  guefs  of  a  broken 
heart.  You  know  he  was  a  great  follower  of  the 
Baptifts ;  he  fell  defperately  in  love  with  a  Baptift 
liiter,  you  remember  that  liiif  piece  of  fanclity, 
prating,  finning  Lean,  who  always  groaned  and 
lighed  at  the  light  of  a  fiddle  ?  the  very  fame ;  by 
the  perfiialions  of  the  Baptift  preacher,  it  is  faid,  he 
married  her  fix  or  eight  months  ago.  My  old  uncle 
wrote  to  me  that  he  had  been  very  lovefome,  fince 
my  filler  Sally  had  left  home,  and  that  he  had 
taken  a  pious  maiden  for  an  helpmate,  and  it  re- 
joiced his  heart  exceedingly,  that  the  Lord  had 
given  him  a  chofcn  vcilid  to  be  the  comfort  of  his 
old  age  [a  crack'd  pitcher,  he  meant,  Peter]  ;  for 
would  you  believe  it,  this  pious  maiden,  this  chofcn 
vefiiel,  five  or  fix  months  after  they  were  married, 
brought  him  twins,  two  fi rapping  boys  ?  Old 
Nathan  never  held  up  his  head  afterwards.  ]oQ 
Benfon  mentions  to  me  in  his  letter,  that  it  v\'as  tliQ. 

I  JBaptia 
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Baptift  preacher  who  tipped  uncle  Nathan  an  old 
trader.  S.  M. 

A  true  copy,  J.  Wright,  J.  P. 

Turk's  IJles,   'i^d  April,   1797. 


Friday,  21'^  Ji^ly. 

Napper  Tandy. -^Wg  are  informed  from  New- 
York,  by  this  morning's  pofl,  that  the  famous  Irifh 
patriot,  Napper  Tandy,  is  gone  for  Europe.  It  is 
faid  that  Bourdeaux  is  his  deftination ;  and  it  is 
very  probable  that  his  bufinefs  is  to  a6t  as  a  guide 
to  the  fans-culotte  invaders. 


French  Dire6iory. — By  a  Paris  paper  of  the  19th 
of  May,  it  appears  that  the  five  tyrants,  Barras, 
Carnot,  Lareveilliere,  Letourneur,  and  Reubel,  ex- 
hibited the  farce  of  determining,  by  a  fort  of  lottery, 
which  of  them  fliouid  vacate  his  fundions  ;  the  lot 
fell  upon  Letourneur.  The  papers  do  not  fay  what 
cut-throat  was  chofen  in  his  place.  That,  I  fup- 
pofe,  was  looked  upon  as  a  thing  of  little  confequence. 
— After  this  was  over,  the  Council  (of  Five  Hundred) 
went  to  bulinefs.  After  Ibme  little  fham  examina- 
tion into  the  eledlions,  the  chief  obje6l  of  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  rejedlion  ofBarrere,  who  was 
returned  by  the  department  of  the  Upper  Pyrenees, 
the  Council  proceeded  to  the  eledtion  of  officers. — 
Pichegru  modefily  approached  to  the  tribune  (oh!  the 
modell  murderer  of  ten  thoufand  innocent  Fle- 
mings). ^/)/)/a^//^  be.'jan  to  manifell  itfelf ;  but  out 
of  refpe^l  to  order  it  was  withheld  from  a  general 
burfi:. — If  Pichegru  recoUefted  that  this  applauding 
canaille  were  the  very  fame  wretches  who  danced 
and  fang  round  the  fcafFold  of  Robefpierre  in  Icfs 
than  three  weeks  after  they  had  come  in  proceffion 
to  the  bar  of  the  Aflembly,  to  congratulate  it  on  the 
prefervation  of  his  valuable  life ;  if  Pichegru  recol- 

leded 


3«)5t  GAZETTE  SfiLECTION^. 

Ie61cd  this,  as  I  dare  fay  he  did,  he  muft  have  giveii 
the  iliouting  crew  a  mofl  hearty  curfe. 

Pichegru, — "  I  am  penetrated,"  faid  he,  "  with 
(he  molt  ILvely  fenrations  of  gratitude  at  thofe  de- 
moiiftrations  of  benevolence  which  are  exprclTed  in 
your  clecling  me  to  the  pretidency ;  but  the  more  t 
appreciate  the  grcatncfs  of  the  duties  of  this  office, 
the  more  I  feel  myfelf  infulRcient  to  difcharge  them 
wortiiily.  In  accepting  it,  I  depend  on  your  indul- 
gence, particularly  as  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the 
forms  and  ulages  *." 

Fray  between  Dnane  and  the  Bradfords. — A  famous 
furgeun  of  Dantzick  is  faid  to  have  been  fo  continu- 
ally occupied  in  the  cure  of  his  numerous  patients, 
that  Jie  abfolutcly  fuffered  a  cancer  on  his  own  nofe 
to  carry  him  to  the  grave,  without  ever  perceiving  it 
was  there.  Something  like  this  may  be  often  per- 
ceived in  our  over-induflrious  political  hiflorians, 
and  a  Uriking  infiance  of  the  juilice  of  the  remark 
has,  within  thefe  few  days,  been  exhibited  by  my 
worthy  .brethren,  Lloyd  and  Bradford-,  who,  while 
they  w'ere  labouring  day  and  night  to  inform  the 


*  Well  faid,  old  marauder  !  One  would  not  expeft  a  decenter 
fpecch  than  this  from  any  man  that  ever  was  educated  on  board 
the  gallics.  If"  Pichegru  is  not  a  fool,  like  La  Fayette,  he  will  be 
the  only  defpot  in  France  in  lefs  than  three  months :  the  other 
five,  who  at  prefent  play  the  farce  of  liberty  and  equality,  he 
may  eafily  kick,  into  the  kennel,  if  he  does  not  think  k  necefl'iry  to 
tuck  them  up.  But  Pichegru  is  a  foldier;  his  brains,  like  Mon- 
lienr  IVl'Dowell,  the  Congrefs-man,  are  depofited  in  his  belly. 
He  underrtands  nothing  but  murder  and  pillage  ;  and  is  therefore 
by  no  means  calculated  to  counterplot  the  metaphyficians  and 
ak'hvmifts ;  the  former  will  foon  prove  the  fitnefs  of  hacking  his 
\vind-j)ipe,  and  in  lefs  than  tour-and-twenty  hours  afterwards,  the 
latter  will  have  his  bones  in  the  crucible.  Poor  monller!  how 
many  c)  es  are  upon  him  at  this  moment !  I  dare  fay  that  Louvet, 
Tallier-.  and  Co.  have  already  found  out  a  foft  place  to  ftab  him 
in.     Such  is,  and  may  fuoh  ever  be,  the  reward  of  iifurpation  I 
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pliblic  of  every  the  mod  minute  circnmftance  con- 
cerning the  fuccefs  of  the  infurgents  of  Ireland,  for- 
got to  fay  a  word  about  the  infurrcfflion  in  their  own 
office,  and  of  the  bloody  battle  fought  before  their 
door.  Perhaps,  indeed,  as  the  Brad  fords  came  off 
victorious,  their  exceffive  modefty  may  have  pre- 
vented them  from  giving  an  account  of  the  engage- 
ment ;  but  it  is  my  duty  to  do  juttice  to  the  provvefs 
of  my  valiant  brother  typos,  and  therefore,  tirfi:  de- 
claring they  have  not  bribed  me  to  trumpet  forth 
their  praife,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  difcharge  this  duty 
to  the  beft  of  my  abilities. 

•  Moft  of  my  readers  muft  have  heard,  that  Lord 
Bradford's  *  principal  editor  was  an  Irifliman,  by 
the  name  o(  Duane.  He  was  driven  from  the  Eng- 
iith  Eaft  Indies  for  attempts  to  create  a  rebellion  ; 
he  was  the  author  of  the  trupid,  infolent,  and  ledl- 
tious  letter  to  General  Wathington,  figned  Jafper 
D wight ;  and  during  this  feffion  of  Congrels  he 
was  turned  out  of  the  Hall,  and  forbidden  to  re- 
enter it,  on  account  of  his  infolence  to  one  of  the 
federal  members.  Such  being  the  cliaradler  of  the 
man,  it  was  not  at  all  wonderful  that  my  old  friend 
Bradford  fhould  engage  him  to  conduiSl  the  *'  Mer- 
clianfs  Jdveri'ifer :" — whether  fuch  a  choice  was 
agreeable  to  the  inarchants  or  not,  will  be  feen  by 
the  encouragement  they  in  future  give  to  the  paper. 

Some  few  days  ago,  Jafper  gave  in  his  religna- 
tion — for  what  reafon  I  know  not  ;  but,  from  the 
fequel,  it  will,  I  fancy,  appear  that  ifioney,  that  curfcd 
root  of  all  evil,  was  at  the  bottom. 

A  feparation,  except  it  be  from  the  fangs  of  the 
French  fans-culottes,  is  in  general  eafily  effeded. 
My  Lord  had  only  to  turn  his  back  on  the  inturgent, 
and  the  infurgent  on  my  Lord,  and  there  was  an  end 


*  For  a  full  explanation  of  this  title,  fee  Cenfor  for  Sept.  1796. 
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of  it.  But  Jajpcr  had  a  hill — dreadful  inflrurTK^nt 
at  all  times,  and  particularly  when  it  comes  in  con- 
'tacl  with  an  empty  purfe  :  when  thefe  meet,  they 
operate  like  thunder  and  lightning.  All  was  tran- 
quil at  my  Lord  Bradford's  on  Tucfday  laft.  It 
was  the  louiiiiino;  hour  of  two  in  the  afternoon. 
His  Lord n lip  lay  ftretched  on  his  fide,  his  comely 
jowl  fupported  on  his  hand,  liflening  to  the  merry 
movement  of  the  odoriferous  prefs,  or,  perchance, 
enjoying  in  imagination  the  profits  of  other  "  Ohfer- 
lYiiions ,'''  and  other  '^^  Bones  to  gnaw,'''  and  paying 
them  with  other  "  07ie  and /even  fence  halfpennies'^'' 
when,  all  at  once,  in  rufhes  Jajper,  draws  out  his 
bill  (apparently  with  hoitile  intentions),  and  pre- 
lents  it  at  my  Lord's  pocket.  His  Lordfhip,  by  in- 
ftinef,  drew  back.  J^/^^r  tired;  but,  whether  from 
the  bill's  being  overcharged,  or  from  the  fl-iarp  twifl 
of  Lord  Bradford,  it  had  not  the  leaft  effe6t. — To 
quit  metaphor;  Jafper  now  grew  outrageous;  he 
Icized  the  ion  William  by  the  nofe,  and  pulled  him 
from  die  itep  of  the  door  ;  the  youth  returned  the 
compliment  by  a  punch  in  the  guts,  which  brought 
the  infurgent  in  the  gutter,  where  (oh  nobility,  hide 
thy  head  forever!)  he  was  allailed  by  the  old  Lord 
hiiufelf,  who  mallcted  his  head  with  as  little  mercy 
as  he  would  that  of  las  old  fovereign  King  George, 
if  he  could  get  it  under  his  clutches.  The  Ion  Sa- 
muel now  came  out,  and  willing  to  prevent  the  fur- 
ther cifulion  of  blood,  challenged  Jafper  to  tingle 
combat  :  but  he  had  taken  refuge  under  the  hofpi- 
table  roof  of  Citizen  Magofiin,  whence  he  refuied  to 
budge,  pledging,  however,  his  facrcd  honour,  that 
he  would  lee  the  triumvirate,  one  at  a  time,  with 
fword  and  pillols. 

1  hus  ended  the  war,  as  far  as  fids  could  carry  it ; 
but  Jalper  being  now  in  the  pay  of  the   O'Careys, 
we  may  expedl  loon  to  fee  it  recommenced  with 
the  pen.    In  the  mean  time  both  parties  have  ap- 
pealed 
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pealed  to  the  lawyers  ;  my  Lord  Bradford  has  fued 
Jafper  for  an  alTault,  and  Jafper  has  fiieil  him  for 

the  amount  of  the  bill. Oh  Democracy  !  how  do 

thy  children  difgrace  thee  ! 

As  Bradford  feems  refolved  to  pickup  all  the  jail- 
birds that  come  in  his  way,  if  I  were  in  his  place  I 
would  build  a  dungeon  to  keep  them  in  order  ;  and 
this  he  could  the  better  manage,  having  himfelf  been 
a  jailor  during  the  greater  part  of  laft  war  *.  If 
he  fhould  find  a  pillory  neceffary,  Lloyd  could  give 
very  exaS.  information  both  as  to  its  conftru(Slion 
and  its  ufe. 


Saturday,  22"^  Ji^t-y. 

La  Fayette  and  Bonaparte. — From  a  Paris  paper  of 
1 6th  May.     "  Citizens  La  Fayette,  Latour-Mau- 

bourg,  and   Bureau-de-Puzy,   are   at  laft  let  at 

liberty.  Thanks  to  the  generous  Bonaparte  !  Flis 
"  feeling  heart  waited  not  the  order  of  the  Dire61oi'y 

to  reclaim  theie  mterejiing  vi6lims  -^'^ 


c< 


French  Ilypocr'tfy. — Reply  of  L.  P.  Segiir  to  certain 
Obfervations  of  the  Moniteur  and  Redatfeur — theflrfi 
a  Paper  under  the  Influenee  of  the  Dlred-ory^  ih& 
latter,  the  official  Gazette  of  Government. 

In  No.  228  of  the  Moniteur  certain  remarks  are 
made  upon  a  piece  I  had  written  relative  to  the  ap- 

*  And  a  moft  unmerciful  wretch  he  wafs  to  his  unfortunale 
Tory  neighbours. 

\  This  is  a  complete  fpecimen  of  thnt  fenfelefs  jargon  which 
frequent  hteral  tranflations  from  the  French  have  rtndereri  fami- 
liar.    The  generous    Bonaparte,   with  \\\i  fiel'mg  hearty   haftcns 

to to  do  what?  Why,  he  haftensto  reclaim  La  Fayette  and 

Co.  who  are  called  inter  eft  lug  'viSibns.  I  muil  confefs,  that  if  a 
dungeon  had  not  reclaimed  i'ii^vn^  they  flood  in  need  of  the  challife- 
ment  of  the  Corfican  wolf  j  but,  when  we  are  repreienting  a 
man,  or  rather  favage,  as  haftening  to  undertake  fuch  a  tafk  as  this, 
we  might  leave  \i\%  gencroftty  and  \i\%  feeling  heart  to  be  extolled  oa 
another  occafion. 

voi.  VI.  X  pearance 
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pearance  of  a  rupture  between  France  and  the 
United  Mates  of  America.  This  luhjed  is  too  in- 
terefting  not  to  be  ferioufly  examined. 

The  author  reproaches  me  with  too  warmly  cen- 
furing  the  condudi  of  Government.  I  am  now  lefs 
than  ever  difpofed  to  do  this,  as  the  Diredlory  has 
glorioufly  terminated  a  campaign  fruitful  in  won- 
ders— by  a  peace,  the  moderation  of  which  appears 
to  enfure  its  folidity.  If  what  is  faid  be  true  ;  it  the 
Dire6lory,  forgetting  the  bickerings  of  party,  and 
riling  above  the  fatal  paffions  it  engenders,  has  really 
given  orders  for  fnatching  from  the  fangs  of  deij^o- 
tifin,  the  vi6iims  it  took  pleafure  in  tormenting  ;  if 
it  has  broken  the  chains  of  the  prifoners  at  Olmulz — 
if  this  be  fo,  every  friend  of  liber^  muft  necelVarily 
unite  in  extolling  their  conduct,  and  declare  they 
have  defcrved  well  of  humanity  !  But  this  event  fur- 
nifhes  an  additional  reafon  to  wifh  that  its  conduct 
maj^  in  all  refpedls,  be  cojifijient . — While  our  enemies 
are  made  to  rejpe^  oio'  jujlice,  our  fiiench  ought  to  have 
no  reafon  to  complain  of  our  fever  ity. 

I  fhall  very  tranlicntly  pafs  over  the  greater  part  of 
the  remarks,  to  come  at  the  lall,  which  alone  appears 
defervin^r  of  ferious  difcuilion. 

Probably  the  author  does  not  wifh  that  I  fliould 
firft  inquire  whether  the  American  merchants  have 
ibid  us  dear  or  cheap  the  grain  weftand  in  need  of; 
nor  whether  we  have  paid  them  as  we  ought  :  he 
cannot  willi  I  fhould  prove  that  it  is  extremely  dif- 
ficult for  a  large  convoy  to  leave  the  ports  of  a 
country  vvithout  permiflion  from  Government.  The 
a'efult  is  evident — Europe  vviflied  to  ftarve  us  ; 
America  has  fed  us. 

Neither  can  the  author  with  that  I  fhould  in- 
r]uire  whether,  when  every  European  power  refufcd 
to  acknowledge  our  independence,  it  was  poilible 
for  the  Prelident  of  the  United  States  to  determine 
this  important  queftion,  without  referring  it  to  the 

Legillature. 
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Legiflature.  The  anecdote  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Ta- 
lon (liOLild  not  be  feparated  from  the  ifTue  of  his 
meafures  :  and  we  ought,  with  refpect  to  this  point, 
to  Hmit  our  views  to  the  relult,  which  is,  that  the 
American  Government  has  not  acknowledged  the 
minifters  of  a  Prince,  but  was  the  only  one  which  at 
that  time  courageoiifly  and  publicly  acknowledged  the 
French  Repuhlic,  which  all  Europe  was  labouring  to  de- 
Jiroy  in  its  infancy  !  !  I 

It  is  well  known,  that  in  time  of  war  neutral 
countries  have  frequent  lubje6ts  of  difpute  with  the 
belligerent  powers,  relative  to  the  decilion  of  prize 
caufes,  and  the  ridmiffion  or  refulal  of  veffels  into 
their  ports.  Thefe  difputes,  often  tedious  in  the  de- 
termination, are  feldom  of  a  nature  to  occadon  re- 
prifals  ;  and.,  notwithftanding  the  difficulty  of  pre- 
cifcly  adjafling  the  refpe61ive  pretenfions  in  cafes  of 
this  nature,  able  and  patient  negotiators  generally 
obtain  all  the  fatisfa61ion  they  defire,  whenever  the 
grounds  of  their  complaints  are  v/ell  underftood.  I 
have  frequently  experienced  the  truth  of  this  in 
Kuffia,  and  peace  could  never  be  preferved  if  thefe 
fecondary  difputes  were  neceifarily  confidered  as  re- 
quiring reprifals  and  ho^ility  to  redrefs  them.  I 
have  obferved  by  the  Report  of  the  American  Secre- 
tary of  State,  that  Mr.  Pinckney  was  charged  to 
latisfy  Prance  as  to  thefe  objeds  ;  which  induces  me 
to  perfift  in  conlidering  the  Britifh  treaty  as  our 
onlv  caufe  of  diflktisfadion. 

The  author  cannot  ferioufly  wifh  that  I  fhould 
examine  whether  I  have  too  promptly  decided  a  very 
difficult  queftion — that  is,  whether  or  no  an  inde- 
pendent State  has  the  right  of  making  a  commercial 
treaty  with  any  power  whatever.  I  believe  that  no 
writer  can  entertain  a  doubt  on  this  fubjedl.  Let 
us  then  pafs  to  the  queftion  of  expediency. 

Ill  ordinary  circumftanceSf  any  government  would 

X 1  certainly 
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certainly  give  an  inexcufable  proof  of  ill  will  to  its 
ally,  i(  it  availed  itfelf  of  its  right  as  an  independent 
power,  to  conne6l  itfelf  by  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  the  enemy  of  that  ally.  Such  condudl  would 
warrant,  not  indeed  a  war,  but  a  conliderable  cold- 
nefs  between  the  two  nations.  The  duties  of  juflice 
Ihould  never  ccafe  to  be  fulfilled  ;  but  the  relations 
of  friendfliip  and  good  will  might  be  fufpended. 
But  the  circum fiances  of  the  United  States  were  not 
ordinary  ;  and  though  the  author  affirms  that  the 
Republic,  in  1794,  had  decided  the  fate  of  the  war, 
yet  the  three  glorious  and  bloody  campaigns  which 
have  fmce  taken  place  ;  their  various  events,  and 
the  political  ilorms  we  have  undergone,  before  at- 
taining to  the  prefent  conftitution,  evidently  prove 
how  uncertain  the  cataflrophe  of  this  grand  drama 
mufl  have  appeared.  Our  marine  was  deftroyed; 
that  of  Great  Britain  became  daily  more  formidable  ; 
and  the  American  Government,  dreading  to  fee  itfelf 
expofed  to  tlie  refentment  of  an  exafperated  power, 
thought  itfelf  compelled  by  imperious  ncceffity  to 
conclude  the  treaty  of  which  we  complain.  In  con- 
cert with  every  Frenchman,  and  a  conliderable 
number  of  Americans,  I  difapprove  their  error  ;  but 
exifting  circumftances  plead  their  excufe ;  and  I 
could  have  wifhed  that  the  French  Government, 
folicitous  to  recall,  not  punifh  its  ally,  had  adopted 
meafures  of  friendfhip,  and  not  of  rigour,  which  to 
me  appear  equally  repugnant  to  found  policy  and 
impartial  juftice. 

The  mo  ft  elfcntial  article  of  the  obfcrvations  is 
that  relative  to  the  provilions  of  the  treaty  ;  and  the 
author  will  permit  me  to  remark,  that  he  rather 
eludes  than  probes  the  dilTiculty.  It  is  too  well 
known,  that  the  pride  of  Britain  has  never  been 
willing  to  ftoop  to  the  dictates  of  morality ;  and  that 
ihe  has  ever  been  eager  to  feize  property  which  a 

neutral 
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neutral   flag  fliould  make  facrecl   and    inviolable. 
This    tyrannical    condndl   has    compelled     feveral 
powers,  and  particularly  thofe  of  the  iirll:  import- 
ance in  the  north  of  Euiooe,  to  arm  in  defeiice  of 
their  flag.     I   was  charged  by  the  former  Govern- 
ment to  join  the  confederacy  on  the  part  of  Friince, 
in  order  to  force  England  to  acknowledge  the  princi- 
ples of  this  univcrlal  morality ;  and  I  am  confident 
the  Americans  would  have  done  the  fame  if  they  had 
been  in  poUeffion  of  a  naval  force  to  enable  ti^em. 
Their  weakncfs  in  this  refpe61:  is  their  only  excufe.   I 
fhall  not  inquire  whether  this  circumftance  lliould 
npt,  in  our  opinion,  alfo  be  an  excufe  for  them;  nor 
whether,  refionncing  our  oum principles ^   it  is  covf.fient 
in  us  to  imitate  that  injujiice  %ve  have  Jo  loudly  repre- 
hended in  the  Englijh^  in  concert  'ivith  all  Europe. 
This  queflion  would  deferve  a  profound  difcnlfion, 
if  it  related  alone  to  the  felzure  of  Englifh  property, 
found  on  board  of  American  vefltls. 

But  we  are  very  far  from  confining  ourfelvcs  to 
this  kind  of  repr'ifals.  Almoit  every  American  vcflel 
is  feized,  and  condemned  under  the  pretext  thit  they 
are  unprovided  with  a  role  d'equipage,  although  the 
form  of  the  pailport  annexed  to  the  treaty  of  1 7~8, 
is  the  only  certificate  neceflary  to  prove  the  property 
American  ;  and  though  this  pafTport  may  prove 
that  it  has  been  granted  by  the  conftituted  authori- 
ties of  America,  after  the  Captain  has  furnifhccl  a  lift 
of  the  names  of  the  crew,  the  only  formality 
required  in  a  country  where  the  failors  are  not 
clafled. 

Whatever  regulation  may  have  exifted  in  France 
anterior  to  this  period,  it  is  a  well-eftabliihed  prin- 
ciple, that  nothing  beyond  what  is  provided  for  in 
the  treaty  can  be  required.  If  any  additions  be  ne- 
ccflTary,  they  can  be  made  only  in  the  negotiation  ; 
and  time  mutl  be  given  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
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But  let  us  frankly  avoid  every  diplomatic  dircuf- 
;fion.     The  conclulion  of  the  letter  of  the  iviinifier 
of  Juflice  throws  coniidcrablc  liirht  upon  the  quef- 
tion  we  are  exnmininff.     It  is  clear  that  the  French 
Government,  diflatisficd  with  the  American,  hopes, 
by   aSs  of  rigour,    in    feizing   American  property, 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  to  force  that  power  to 
break  its  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  whicli  greatly 
difpleafes  us  ;  and  that  it  promifes,  in  this  cafe,  that 
the  Americans  fl-'all  experience  all  the  juflice  and 
benevolence  they  have  a  right  to  expect  of  us.     This 
is  the  realfa^,  without  fhift  or  evafion  :   but  it  is  the 
fyftcm  which  1  conceive  to  be  not  only  unjuli",  but 
impolitic. 

I  will  not  repeat  what  I  have  already  faid  to  efia- 
blifh-  ihe  injuflice  of  it  ;  but  to  prove  its  impolicy  I 
fliall  only  lay  that  its  mojl prohahle  conjequence  iz'lU  he 
to  emhitternot  07ily  ihe  Govermueni^  hut  every  indhnduol 
in  the  United  States  agnwji  us.  I  will  only  repeat 
that  we  have  as  yet  comparatively  no  marine,  while 
the  Engliih  have  a  formidable  one  ;  that  if  we  oblige 
the  Americans  to  make  a  decifive  option  between  the 
two  powers,  motives  of  fear  may  force  them  to  the 
fide  of  England  \  and  that  we  fhali  then  have  accom- 
plifhed  the  preciie  objed  our  enemy  fo  ardently 
wifhes  for,  and  has  uniformly  had  in  view.  On  the 
contrary,  a  mild  claim  of  juftice,  and  negotiations 
ably  and  prudently  carried  on,  would  moftalfuredly 
have  recalled  our  ancient  allies  around  our  car  of 
victory,  and  withdrawn  them  from  their  former  op- 
prcflbrs. 

We  have  heen  the  terror  of  the  world  by  our  crimes 
and  misfortunes — we  excite  its  admiration  by  our  cou- 
rage  IT  IS  TIMF.  TO  DESERVE  ITS  ESTEEM,    BY   OUR, 

JUSTICE  AND  OUR  MODERATION. 


Porcupines  Remarks  en  Segi^r^s  Reply. — The  pro- 
dudioi]  of  Se^ur  I  have  copied  literally  from  the 

2  New- 
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New- York  Gazette  ;  I  have  been  careful  alfo  to  pre- 
lerve  all  its  frippery  of  italics  and  capitals ,  and  I 
fhall,  by  way  of  introdu6tion  to  my  obfervations  on 
it,  remark  that  the  editors  of  that  Gazette  printed 
the  whole  effay  in  chara6lers  of  a  fuperior  fizc,  gave 
it  for  title,  **  important — truly  so  !"  and  told 
the  public,  by  way  of  preface,  that  it  was  "  with 
*'  pleafure  they  had  it  in  their  power  to  lay  any  thing 
*'  before  their  readers,  which  had  a  tendency  to  Jejfen 
**  the pro/pe3  of  a  rupture  with  France^ 

The  writer  was,  it  fccms,  a  fecond-rate  diplomatic 
Minifter  under  the  old  Government ;  that  he  has, 
therefore,  like  many  of  his  perfidious  colleagues, 
added  the  crime  of  ingratitude  to  tliat  of  treafon,  i-? 
certain  ;  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  was  this 
double  degree  of  infamy  that  recommended  him  to 
the  favour  of  the  Ibvereign  people  of  our  virtuous 
filler  republic. 

This  reply,  as  it  is  called,  is  merely  a  defence  of 
his  own  opinion  refpe6\ing  America,  in  oppofition 
to  that  of  the  Government  papers  of  Paris.  Did  the 
performance,  therefore,  breathe  the  mofi:  perfect 
fpirit  of  friendfhip  towards  this  country  ;  did  it  fet 
forth  the  injuftice  of  the  paft  conduct  of  France, 
exhort  the  Government  to  make  us  compenfation  for 
their  robberies,  and  to  defift  immediately  from  all 
further  attempts  on  our  property  and  independence  ; 
were  this  its  language  and  thefe  its  objects,  and  were 
it  the  produ6lion  of  one  of  the  moft  virtuous  inilead 
of  the  mofi-  infamous  of  the  human  race,  fl ill,  as 
containing  no  more  than  the  mere  opinions  and  pre- 
cepts of  an  unauthorized  individual,  it  would  not, 
in  the  eftimation  of  any  rcafonable  man,  be  looked 
upon  as  a  thing  of  national  importa?ice ;  as  a  docu- 
ment to  which  we  oug-ht  to  refer  for  a  knowledfie  of 
our  deftiny.  But  the  fa61:  is,  it  breathes  no  fuch 
Spirit ;  nor  does  it  cenfure  the  condu6l  of  the  Direc- 
PC 4  tory, 
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tory,  or  qucftion  its  right  to  interfere  with  our  con- 
cerns. 

The  autlior  conliders  our  ofTences  under  three 
heads — firlt,  the  Government's  deliherathig  whether 
it  iliould  receive  the  Envoy  of  the  Frinces  or  not ; 
fecondly,  the  decilions  of  our  courts  ofjufiice  re- 
fpecling  French  prizes  ;  and,  thirdly,  the  Britifh 
treaty.  Now,  who  would  not  imagine,  from  the 
fluttering  exordium  of  the  New-Yoik  editors,  that 
this  *'  eminent  writer"  has  aifcrted  our  right  to  deli- 
herate  with  refpe6t  to  the  reception  of  an  Envoy ; 
our  right  to  exercife  the  judicial  autJiority  in  our  own 
country^  and  our  right  to  make  treaties  without  the 
leave  of  France  f  This,  I  think,  was  the  leaft  we 
could  expecl  from  our  boafted  friend  and  advocate, 
on  wliora  we  are  defired  to  place  fo  much  reliance. 
Very  far  is  L.  P.  Segur  from  afTcrting  any  I'lch  thing  : 
he  wiihes  the  ufurpers  to  pardon  us  for  deliberating, 
TiOt  becaufe  we  had  a  risiht  to  deliberate,  but  becaufe 
the  refult  of  the  deliberation  was  favourable  to  the 
ufurfers.  The  decifions  of  our  courts  of  law  he 
\vifhes  to  be  pardoned — not  becaufe  we  had  a  right 
to  decide  at  all  on  the  prizes,  but  becaufe  Mr. 
Pinckney  was  charged  tofatisfy  France  on  thefuhjeB. 
As  to  the  third  and  mofl  important  point,  the  Britifh 
treaty,  Citizen  Segur  plainly  aflcrts  that  we  had  no 
right  to  make  it,  and  that  France  is  very  juflly  dif- 
fleafed  with  us  for  the  liberty  we  have  taken  on  that 
head  ;  and  his  only  reafon  for  advifing  the  delpots 
from  infilling  on  our  breaking  it  immediately  is, 
*'  that -the  moft  probable  confequence  of  fuch  a  flep 
*^  would  be  to  embitter  not  only  the  Governmetity  hut 
every  individual  in  the  United  States  againji  us.  I 
will  not  only  repeat  th.at  we  have  as  yet  compa- 
ratively no  marine,  vvhile  the  Englifh  have  a  for- 
"  midable  one — that  if  we  oblige  the  Americans  to 
^'  make  a  decifive  option  between  the  two  powers, 

"  motives 
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'"'  motives  of  fear  may  force  them  to  'C^t  fuh  of  Eng^ 

Thus  we  fee  plainly  that  it  is  not  on  the  ground 
of  right  that  he  defends  us,  or  exhorts  the  Directory 
to  fpare  us  ;  it  is  on  that  oi policy  only  :  fear  that  we 
fhould  call  in  the  aid  of  Great  Britain,  while  France 
has,  "  as  yet, ^^  hardly  any  navy.  When  ihe  has  a 
navy,  this  bar  will  of  courfe  be  removed  ;  and  if 
we  cannot  be  bullied  into  a  relinquifhment  of  the 
treaty  now,  we  fliall  be  bailed  into  it  then.  This  is 
the/riendly  advice  of  our  advocate,  ihe  eminent  L. 
P.  Segur  ;  this  "  lejjem  ihe  profpetl  of  a  rupture  with 
"  France ;"  this  is  the  voice  of  conlblation  to  our 
affiided  minds.  Miferable  and  defperate  indeed  muft 
be  the  affairs  of  a  nation — lunk  and  degraded  its 
fpirit,  when  it  catches  with  avidity  at  fuch  a  vague, 
unauthenticated,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  infolent  in- 
dication of  the  pacific  intentions  of  its  enemy.  To 
preferve  peace  is  certainly  a  mofi:  delirable  obje6l ; 
but  a  nation  that  has  nothing  elfe  to  preferve  is  abfo- 
lutely  unworthy  of  the  name.  Yet  this  feems  to  be 
the  all  in  all  of  the  editors  of  the  New  York  Gazette  ; 
fo  that  what  they  communicate  to  their  readers 
"  leffens  the  profpedl  of  a  rupture,"  they  care  not 
how  infolent  it  be,  or.  how  degrading  to  themlelvcs 
and  their  country.  Were  it  not  for  their  endlels 
commemorations  of  the  fucceffes  of  lafi  war,  and 
the  boozing- matches  that  it  occafions  to  this  day,  one 
would  really  take  thofe  good  people  to  be  Quakers. 


Irifh  Emigrants.  Faflor  Arnold. — New- York,  aifl 
July.  Yellerday  arrived  the  fliip  Warren,  Captain 
Stanton,  in  fifty-two  days  from  Newry,  with  about  two 
hundred  fouls.  On  the  29th  of  May  there  was  no  intur- 
rcclion  in  Ireland,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  moft  in- 
telligent men,  none  would  take  place,  as  Government 
liad,  by  feizing  papers  belonging  to  (bme  Committees 
of  United  Irifhmen,  developed  their  objc^  and  plans, 

and 
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and  were  purfuing  the  moH  rigorous  meafures  to 
prevent  their  intended  piirpofes.  The  country  was 
lull  of  ibldicrs — magiftratcs  adcd  at  difcretion,  fend- 
ing fome  on  board  tenders,  others  to  prifon,  and, 
latterly,  thofe  who  were  apprehended  were  fent  to 
camp  to  be  tried  by  martial  law.  The  Reverend 
John  Arjiold,  late  Paflor  of  the  Prefbyterian  congre- 
gation at  Balhbay,  in  the  county  of  Monaghan,  is 
a  paffenger,  and  among  the  number  of  thofe  who 
were  obliged  \c<  f-.v  the  country  for  efpou ling  the  po- 
pular caule.  It  was  cuftomary  for  the  country  to 
afiemble  to  reap  the  oats  and^W  the  potato  a  of  fuch 
as  were  imfrifomd  for  fatriotifm,  or  were  otherwife 
objedls  of  commilbration.  This  gentleman  thought 
it  no  degradation  of  characfler  to  march  at  the  head 
of  a  party,  who  planted  the  potatoes  of  five  heJplefs 
widows  ;  for  this  a6iion  he  was  ftill  a  proper  object 
of  periecution  :  a  military  guard  robbed  his  hoiije  of 
his  arms  ;  but  by  timous  information  he  had  efcaped 
a  few  moments  previous  to  their  arrival,  without  even 
taking  leave  of  his  wife  and  family  *, 

Monday^  24'^  July, 

American  Morals. — To  every  refle^ling  mind,  ^ 
review  of  the  events  which  have  taken  place  among 

*  After  congratulating  my  readers  on  the  ftrength,  rigour,  an4 
fuccefs  of  the  Irifh  Government,  and  on  the  operation  of  martial 
law  on  the  rebels,  I  cannot  refrain  from  joining  them  in  commifera- 
ting  the  cafe  of  Pafior  Arnold,  It  was  cuftomary,  it  feems,  to  aflifl 
thofe  who  were  Imprifoncd for  patriotifm^  and  accordingly  the  good 
gentleman  v,':i%  ?narch!ng  at  the  head  of  a  party  Xo  affifl  five  hclplefs 
widows  \\\fodding  their  potatoes  !  This  is  iureiy  Irifli ;  for,  though 
five  helplefs  widows  might  very  probably  be  imprifoned  for  patri- 
etifni  in  ihat  patriotic  country;  yet  being  fo  imprifoned,  how  could 
the  I'aftor  be  marching  to  afjijl  them  in  the  potatt)e-fields  ? 

It  was  abominably  barbarous,  to  l)e  fure,  ictx foldiers  to  rob  an  in- 
offcnfive  clergyman  ofhu  arms  !  to  tear  from  his  facred  clutches  his 
"  holy  text  of  pike  and  gun  ;"  the  comfort  of  his  declining  years, 
and  the  rock  of  his  falvation  ! — Qiiciy  ;  Did  the  Reverend  Mr.  Ar- 
Eold  keep  arms  in  his  houfe  to  reap  oats  and fod potatoes  ivith  f 
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fomc  great  political  adtors  in  the  United  States  within 
a  few  years  pail,  mult  be  attended  with  extreme  grief, 
mortification,  and  apprehenlion  ;  with  grief,  for  the 
great  depravity  and  corruption  of  morals  which  they 
manifeft  ;  with  mortitication,  as  they  affedl  the  ho- 
nour and  purity  of  the  American  chara<?ler ;    and 
with  ferious  apprehenlion  of  the  confcquences  which 
may  refult  from  the  influence  of  fo  many  examples 
of  an    abandonment  of   integrity,    not   among  the 
commonalty,  for  vice  in  the  vulgar  clalTes  is  to  be 
met  with  every  where ;  but  in  high  and  exalted  Na- 
tions, and  in  perfons  fcledted  by  their  fellow-citizens 
to  fill  offices  of  great  truft,  diflindlion,  and  confi- 
dence. 

When  we  behold  a  Secretary  of  State,  in  whom 
pride  alone  Ihould  have  fupplied  the  place  of  virtue 
on  account  of  the  eminent  and  diftinguilhed  family 
from  whom  he  was  defcended,  and  with  whom  he 
was  related,  bafely  forfaking  bis  duty,  meanly  offer- 
ing himfelf  for  a  purchafe,  and  bartering  his  country 
for  the  gold  of  an  intriguing   foreigner ;  when  we 
fee  a  great  diplomatic  charatter  return  from  an  em- 
bafly  in  which  he  betrayed  the  bed  interefls  of  his 
country  to  the  politics   of  an   inlidious  nation,  and 
humbling  the  American  people,  by  liftening  to  a 
public  abufe  of  them,  carefied,  fealted,  and  jufti- 
ficd  by  the  iirft  ofticers  in  the  Government ;  when  a 
member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  is  detected 
in  debauching  the  fidelity  of  the  public  fervants,  and 
in  plotting  Ichemes  of  ambition  and  defperate  enter- 
prife,  tending  to  commit  the  peace  of  his  country  : 
when  it  is  now  notorious  that  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  in  Congreis  were  inllrurnental  in  fomenting 
and  encouraging  the  late  infurredion  in  the  Weft, 
and  that  the  principles  of  the  chief  magiftrate  of  the 
State  in  which  it  unhappily  appeared,  were  fo  much 
fufpe61ed   of  difafFedion,  and  his  attachment  to  the 
jcountry  fo  (jueftionable^  that  it  was  found  unfafe  to 

confide 
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confide  its  fnppreffion  in  his  hands ;  when,  in  (aS, 
this  very  man,  his  family,  arid  his  friends,  were  dif- 
covered  in  applying  to  their  own  purpofes,  without 
form,   anrl   without   Iccurity,  large  funis  ot   monej 
placed  under  the  guardianfhip  of  a  puMic  inftitution  ; 
when  the  Prclident  and  Cafhier  of  an  exteniive  bank 
in  the  capital,  and  a  principal  officer  in  another  bank 
in  a  great  Ibudiern  lea-port,  connefted  with  a  man 
not  long  lince  in  an  elevated  lituation,  are  found 
betraying  their  truits,  and  embezzling  the  ])roperty 
they  were  paid  to  protect ;  when  a  Judge  of  the  Pleas 
is  publicly  detecSled  in  lliop-lifting ;  when  an  officer 
in  a  confpicuous  ftation  in  the  rolle6\ion  of  the  re- 
venue is  difmiifed  for  delinquency  ;  when  a  merchant, 
lately  a   member   of  the  National  Legiflature,  the 
iirft  fome  years  palt  in  a  commercial  character,  has 
wantonly  engaged  in  the  wildeft  fchcraes  of  fpecu- 
lation  and  expenfe,  and  in  connexion  with  a  man 
wnofe  high  reputation  had  called  him  to  an  elevated 
office  of  control  and  fuperintcndcijce,  involving  in 
their  own  fall  more  families  in  general  and  pungent 
diftrels,  than  a  thoufand  bankruptcies  had  ever  pro- 
duced ;  when  an  aifociate  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
is  held  in  dureffie  for  an  immenle  debt,  contracted  in 
vilionary  p»lans  of  perfonal  aggrandizement  ;  when 
time  has  brought  to  light  that  a  profound  philolbpher 
and  iiatefman,  whofe  fame  had   tilled  Europe  and 
America,  meanly  and  traitoroufly  contented,  in  the 
very  moment  of  public  enthufiafm,  when  thete  States 
had  jufl  achieved  their  independence,  to  place  it  in 
the  hands  of  France,  without  condition  and  without 
control  :  in  iine,  when  we  view  the  leeond  magif- 
trate  in  the  United  States,  the  prefiding  head  of  an 
independent  branch  of  the  Government,  erec^ting  the 
fiandard  of  oppofition,   rallying  around  it  a   hoil  of 
malcontents,  and  taking  a  polilion  as  the   chief  of 
a  faction  ;   when  we  fee  him  openly  vindicating   the 
infults  and  aggrcffions  of  a  tbrcign  nation^  purpofely 

railtating 
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miflatlng  the  political  lituation  and  fentiments  of 
the  country  in  correipondcnce  with  a  diflant  Granger, 
and  courted  by  the  plunderers  and  enemies  of  Ame- 
rica— when  all  thefe  lliameful  and  degrading  circum- 
fiances  are  reviewed,  what  are  we  to  think  of  our 
republican  morals  ?  Well  may  we  exclaim  with  the 
ConfelTor  Fauchet,  *'  if  this  people  are  thus  early  de- 
"  crepit,  what  may  we  expet^l  in  their  old  age  ?" 
The  hil^ory  of  the  moft  corrupt  nation,  and  the  mod 
defpotic  or  degenerate  monarchy  in  Europe,  cannot 
produce  a  like  number  of  inftances  of  luch  Icandal- 
ous,  criminal,  and  traitorous  conduct  in  their  public 
fu'ndlionaries,  it  may  be  fafely  aftirmed.  even  in  the 
lapfe  of  a  century.  After  fuch  examples,  how  can 
it  be  wondered  at  that  an  advertifement  fhould  ap- 
pear in  our  public  prints,  giving  notice  of  a  fwindling 
affignment  of  his  eftate,  by  a  member  of  Congreis 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  capital,  for  the  purpofe  of  de- 
frauding his  creditors  ;  or  that  our  people  fhould  joia 
the  French  marauders,  and  pillage  the  property,  and 
threaten  the  lives  of  their  defencelefs  countrym.en, 
under  the  flag  of  thefe  pirates  ;  or  that  we  are  fo 
abufed  and  humbled  as  to  fubmit,  with  patience,  to 
the  public  intuits  of  a  frivolous  Spaniard,  half  don 
and  half  fans-culotte  ? 

Venice  mid  Bonaparte. — We  fee  by  the  infamous 
proclamation  of  this  fcoundrel,  refpecting  Venice, 
that  that  ancient  .>nd  celebrated  republic,  after  having 
weathered  the  frorms  of  twelve  centuries,  is  like  to 
fall  a  facrifice  to  the  all-devouring  tyranny  of  France. 
It  feems  that,  after  having  feen  their  towns  burnt, 
their  wives  and  daughters  deflowered,  their  religion 
intuited,  and  their  houles  plundered,  the  Venetians, 
wearied  out  with  a  feries  of  fuch  outrages,  took  the 
pious,  though  delperate,  refolution  of  facrificing  a 
few  hundred  of  thefe  cut-throats  :  this  offence  a  ge- 
nerous enemy  would  have  pardoned,  when  he  knew 
c;  it 
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it  was  the  confequence  of  his  own  provocatiortS  5 
but  the  favagc  Corfican  chief  is  not  fiich  an  enemy  j 
he  is  glad  of  a  pretext  ib  plaufiblc  to  glut  his  hungry 
myrmidons  with  the  riches  of  many  years  peaceable 
commerce. 

As  the  infidels  have  now  no  enemies  remaining  in 
that  quarter,  except  the  Venetians,  they  will  not 
meet  with  much  difficulty  in  fubjugating  the  repub- 
lic, efpecially  as  they  have  been  long  enough  there 
to  debauch  the  principles  of  the  lower  clalTes  by  the 
vile  docflrines  of  equality  ;  and  the  mildefl  fate  that 
the  State  has  to  expe<51  is,  to  be  plundered  without 
mercy,  under  the  name  of  contributions ;  to  lofe 
her  richeli  Italian  provinces,  and  to  have  her  Go- 
vernment nevv-modcllcd  a  la  inode  Frangaife.  Five 
Doges,  initead  of  one,  will  hereafter  wed  the  Adri- 
atic annually,  as  the  proxies  of  their  French  lords. 
Neither  her  ancient  fame  nor  her  prefent  pacific 
principles,  will  afford  Venice  any  protcdtion  againfl 
the  gripe  of  the  rapacious  marauders. 

Notvvithfranding  Bonaparte's  criminations,  no  man 
of  common  I'ente  and  candour  will  believe,  that  the 
Venetians,  who  had  relifted  every  folicitation  of  the 
combined  powers  to  make  a  common  caufe  againft 
France,  would  have  committed  any  hoflilitics  againfl 
her,  unlets  their  patience  had  been  exhaufted  by  the 
greateft  outrages.  No  !  the  Icene  alone  of  the  pre- 
tended crimes  proves  the  manifefl:  falfehood  of  the 
charge  :  Padua,  Verona,  Vicenza,  &c.  are  all  within 
the  Venetian  territories  ;  and,  of  courfe,  whatever  the 
inhabitants  did  there  was  in  their  own  defence.  Every 
law,  human  and  divine,  would  have  warranted  them 
in  extirpating  the  invaders.  Had  \\\q'-^  Lion  of  St.  Mark 
"  in  reality  "cerifcd  the  old  proverb,  that  Italy  is  the  tomb 
**  of  the  Frejich^^  and  rid  the  world  of  thole  mon  Iters, 
he  would  have  dejerved  well  o(  mankind.  The  ven- 
geance would  have  been  more  juft  on  thefethan  any 
of  the   former  invaders  of  Italy,  either  ancient  or. 

modern ; 
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modern ;  Inafmuch  as  thefe  furpafs  all  their  prede- 
ceifors  in  crimes.  Until  thefe  profligate  days,  there 
have  been  fome  principles  of  honour,  even  in  war ; 
an  cneniy  has  confined  hiinielf  to  v/hat  mil'chief  he 
could  do  by  his  own  force  and  that  of  his  allies ;  but 
the  firit  objecl  of  the  French  favages,  in  all  the 
countries  where  they  have  entered,  has  been  to  fnap 
the  bands  of  fociety  afunder,  to  teach  rebellions,  and 
to  tempt  fubjecls  to  fight  againft  their  fovereigns  by 
the  lure  of  plunder.  Thefe  are  bale  and  cowardly 
principles,  and  ought  to  be  profcribed  by  all  man- 
kind, as  hoiiile  to  every  virtue ;  but  it  is  to  thefe 
principles  that  the  French  owe  all  their  fuccelTes, 
and  for  thefe  their  name  will  be  ever  infamous  above 
all  other  tyrants  and  ufurpers. 


Spanijh  Mlnijier. — To  the  Cavalier  Yrujo, 
Minifter  of  Spain.  As  it  wo\ild  greatly  aggravate  the 
outrage  which  you  have  committed  againft  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  to  fuppofe  that  your 
audacity  had  proceeded  upon  extenlive  and  correal 
information  relative  to  diplomatic  rules  and  autho- 
rity ;  and  as  neither  your  writings  nor  your  conver- 
fation  warrant  fach  a  conclulion,  I  am  contented  to 
believe  that,  on  the  prefent  occalion,  you  are  at  once 
the  vi(!rtim  of  an  intidious  defign  on  the  part  of  your 
advifers,  and  of  an  infufFerable  vanity  on  your  own 
part. 

The  delire  of  appearing  what  you  are  not,  and 
never  can  be,  a  politician  and  an  author,  has  be- 
trayed you  into  an  excefs  which  would  degrade  an 
underftanding  even  weaker  than  yours.  To  this 
belief,  that  you  have  been  betrayed  in  this  excefs, 
you  will  be  indebted  for  that  portion  of  lenity  which 
I  may  obferve  towards  you  in  the  fequel  of  my  re- 
marks on  your  very  extraordinary  conduct. 

Prefatory  to  thefe  remarks,  I  muft  call  your  at- 
tention to  an  hiftorical  fa<5l,  which,  in  your  volumi- 

'.   nous 
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nous  readings,  may  have  efcaped  your  recolledllon. 
Prom  this  fa6l  you  may  collec^t  an  inflru6lion  which, 
while  it  reproves  your  late  intemperance,  may  ferve 
as  a  guide  for  your  future  condu6t,  if  the  forbear- 
ance of  our  pohcy  fhould  overlook  your  firft  indif- 
cretion,  and  tolerate  your  future  relidence  among 
us. 

"  In  the  year  1699,  during  the  reign  of  William 
*'  III.  the  Marquis  of  Canales,  the  Spanifh  Ambaf- 
**  fador  at  London,  delivered  a  memorial  to  the 
"  Lords  Juftices  (the  King  being  on  the  continent), 
*'  in  which  he  complained  of  the  condu6t  of  the 
*'  Britifh  Court  towards  Spain,  and  appealed  from 
!'  the  King  to  the  Parliament." 

The  regency  had  no  fooner  communicated  this 
paper  to  the  King,  than  he  ordered  the  AmbalTador 
to  quit  the  kingdom  in  eighteen  days,  and  to  remain 
wiihin  his  houfe  until  the  time  of  his  departure.— 
He  was  likcwife  given  to  underftand  that  no  wri- 
ting would  be  received  from  him,  or  any  of  his  do- 
mett ics, 

"  Mr.  Stanhope,  the  Englifh  Minifter  at  Madrid, 
was  ordered  to  complain  of  the  afTront  oiFered  to 
his  mailer,  which  he  ftyled  an  infolent  and  faucy 
attempt  to  iWr  up  I'edition  in  the  kingdom  by  ap- 
pealing to  the  people  and  Parliament  of  England, 
againft  his  Majelly." 
It  is  pofiible  that  the  fource  from  which  this  fa6V 
has  been  drawn,  will  be  confidered  as  to(7  pure  to  be 
regarded  by  you  as  a  precedent  of  any  authority ; 
and  therefore  with  a  view  to  accommodate  the  turbid 
temper  of  your  opinions,  1  v^ill  recall  to  your  re- 
membrance what  paflbd  on  the  part  of  Genet,  the 
great  apofrle  of  dilbrganization,  when  he  was  charged 
with  an  intention  ot  appealing  from  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  people. — Such  an  authority  cannot  fail 
to  command  your  refpedl. 

Genet,  alarmed  at  what  had  efcaped  from  him 

with 
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with  refpe6l  to  an  appeal  from  the  Government  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  convinced  that 
the  dehberate  avowal  of  fuch  an  irtentlon  would 
completely  dilcredit  and  defeat  his  fchemes,  raved 
loudly  againft  the  charge,  and  threatened  to  pro- 
fecute  the  authors  of  fo  vile  a  calumny.  Such  a 
difclaimer  of  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  people,  may  have  confiderable  influence 
in  convincing  you  how  grofsly  you  have  been  im- 
pofed  upon,  in  being  made  the  dupe  of  your  own 
vanity,  and  the  malevolence  of  your  advifers. 

The  confequences  of  fuch  intemperance  and  in- 
ditcretion,  to  your  own  pretenfions,  and  to  your 
mafter's  interefts,  will  be  explained  in  a  fubfequent 
communication. 

Americanus. 


Spanijk  Jachafs. — In  ^Efop's  fable  of  the  lick  lion, 
we  read,  that,  among  the  many  beafts  that  came  to 
infult,  was  the  afs,  who  had  his  kick  at  the  indif- 
pofcd  fovereign  .of  the  forelts  ;  and  now,  to  be  fure, 
after  other  heajis  have  vented  their  fpite,  the  Spanijk 
Jackafs,  thinking-^the  Lio'ri  pafl  recovery,  brufhes  up 
to  exercife  his  cowardly  hoof  on  him.  But  let  the 
defpicable  animal  beware  ;  for  the  Lmi  is  able  to  in- 
flict vengeance  on  him,  and  all  his  bafe  compa- 
nions. 


Envoys'  Departure  for  France. — On  Tuefday  lafr. 
General  Marlhall,  one  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Republic  of  France,  failed  for 
Amfterdam,  in  the  brig  Grace,  Captain  Wills.  It 
isfaid  Mr.  Gerry,  the  other  Commiffioner,  has  failed 
from  New-York  or  Bofton. 


Bache's  CharaBer. — A  writer,  under  the  fignature 
of  MiLo,  wifhes  to  reclaim  Bache  ;  but,  to  recall 
Bache  "  from  the  paths  of  vice,"  would,  I  fancy, 

VOL.  VI.  Y  require 
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require  fomething  more  powerful  than  the  voice  of 
Mlo  ;  and,  as  to  the  fcoundrel's  returning  to  confi- 
deration,  I  fliould  be  very  forry  if  it  were  poffible. — 
No;  MiLO  may  moralize,  and  PorcupIxME  may 
prick  ;  but  no  converfion  will  ever  be  wrought  in, 
him,  till  there  is  an  entire  and  complete  revolution, 
not  in  the  government,  but  in  his  circumjiances. 
When  I  either  fee  Bache,  or  hear  of  him,  he  always 
puts  me  in  mind  of  the  man  whom  crook-backed 
Richard's  page  recommended  as  the  murderer  of 
his  nephew — ''  I  know,  my  liege,"  lays  he,  "  a 
*'  difcontentcd  gentleman^  whofe  humhJe  means  match 
*'  not  his  haughty  mind:  gold  were  as  good  as 
*'  twenty  orators,  and  will,  no  doubt,  tempt  him 
"  to  any  thing."  If  M/lo  can  outbid  the  French 
Republic,  he  may  poffibly  lilcnce  tlic  bowlings  of 
the  prollitutc  Cerberus;  but  if  not,  he  may  fpare 
his  moral  eflays. 


Tuesday,    25'''  July. 

Bijhcp  of  Bergamo, — The  lall  papers  from  Eng- 
nd 
tide : 


land    have  brought  us  tlie   following  curious  ar- 


Fajioral  Letter  from  the  Venetiaji  Bijhop  of  Bergamo 
to  the  i^eneridHe  Clergy  of  that  City  and  Dioctfe. 

It  is  the  inconteflable  lenfe  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, that  ever}'  powder  is  from  God ;  therefore,  obe- 
dience to  the  fccidar  fozver  is  obedience  to  God ;  and 
whoever  rcfiftetli  ihe  one  is  guilty  of  dilohcciience  to 
he  other.  The  fupport  of  the  prcfent  new  form  of 
civil  government,  to  which  we  have  been  condudled 
hy  the  Lord  of  all  the  earth,  and  all  therein,  is  a  part 
of  the  charge  of  your  facred  fuu6lions,  venerable 
brethren  in  Jefus  Chrili.  It  is  your  duty  to  difplay 
witii  zeal  and  pcrfpicuity  to  all  your  parifhioncrs, 
both  in  your  catcchifms  and  fermons,  the  nccefiity 

of 
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of  their  mofl:  cordial  obedience  to  the  juft  and  fo- 
ciable  laws  of  the  people  of  Bergamo,  reprefented 
by  their  legitimate  municipality,  and  defended  by 
the  fmcere  and  effedual  frolc^ion  of  the  French 
Republic,  which  has  alfo  promil'ed  \o  Jecure  and 
maintain  the  holy  Catholic  religion,  which  we  profcfs, 
pure  and  inviolable. 

Tlie  property  of  individuals  will  alfo  be  re- 
Jpcdled,  and  convenient  and  cfjicacious  means 
adopted  for  the  happy  eftablifhment  of  the  public 
tranquillity  at  large.  In  neglefting  an  obligation 
,of  lo  much  importance,  you  would  render  your- 
felves  guilty  of  an  incxcufable  omiffion  ;  and  if,  to 
the  fhame  of  your  laudable  diligence,  any  fhould 
refute  to  yield  due  obedience,  their  culpability  will 
be  manifelied  to  all  men,  and  merit  exemplary  pu- 
nifhment.  May  God,  the  Author  of  all  goodnefs 
and  mercy,  now  and  for  ever  banifh  all  evil  from^^ 
the  beloved  people  of  Bergamo,  to  whom  I  moft 
cordially  impart  the  palloral  benediction  *  ! 

To  Peter  Porcufine. 
Sir, 
1  have  frequently  heard  the  democrats  ftyle  Mr, 
JcfFerfon  "  the  man  of  the  people."     If  you  will 

*  Here's  a  I'coundrel  of  a  Bifliop  for  you  '.  The  rebellion  ef- 
fefted  by  the  aid  of  the  Fench  cut-throats  and  athcilis,  he  tells 
his  flock  they  have  been  condu6ted  to  ly  the  Lord  of  all  the  earth. 
All  power,  he  tells  them,  is  from  God ;  and,  therefore,  whoever 
relifteth  the  one  is  guilty  of  dilbbedience  to  the  other.  This  is 
true  Italian  logic  ;  juft  fuch  as  we  hear  from  the  odious  pair  of 
Italian  lips,  which  are  fuifered  to  wag  in  our  Congrefs.  Accord- 
ing to  this  ralcally  Bifiiop,  if  a  man  claps  a  piflol  to  my  breaft, 
and  commands  me  to  rebel  againft  my  country,  or  to  murder  my 
father,  I  am  to  do  it,  •'  becauic  all  power  is  of  God,  and  to  relift 
*'  the  one  is  to  difobey  the  other."  This  mitred  mifcreant  is  a 
Jacobin,  an  apoftate,  or,  to  fty  all  in  one  word,  a  fecond  Talleyrand 
Perigord,  who  is  now,  as  fume  of  our  poltroon  papers  tell  us, 
»ne  pf  Qur  worthy  advocatss  with  the  live  dtfpotj. 

y   i     •  pkafe 
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plcafe  to  afcertain  what  entitles  him  to  the  appella- 
tion, it  fliall  be  gratefully  acknowledged.  It  has 
puzzled  me  a  good  deal,  I  aJilirc  you,  as  I  always 
underftood,  that  ho  proved  hiaifelf  a  coward  in  our 
coDtelt  with  Britain  ;  and  that,  when  the  Englifli 
troops  were  about  to  enter  Virginia,  this  man  of  the 
people  backed  them,  juft  as  Falftaff  backed  his 
companions  ;  that  is,  he  turned  his  back  upon  them, 
and  ran  away  like  a  lufiy  fellow. 

Yours,         A  Country  Querist. 

C^  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  my  correfpond- 
ent  to  falisfa6\ory  a  folution  of  this  problem  as  he 
will  find  in  the  EfTays  of  Phocion.  He  will  there 
fee  what  has  earned  the  Virginian  philofopher  the 
mobbifh  title.  In  the  mean  time,  if  the  Querift  likes 
to  rcafon  from  analogy,  he  may  recollect  what 
fort  of  a  man  that  is,  who,  in  England,  is  called 
the  man  of  the  people. 

Ir'ijh  Emigrant. — We  hear  that  a  Prefbyterian 
mini  ft  er,  of  the  name  of  Langworthy,  celebrated 
for  ftirring  up  the  people  to  infurre6lion,  has  made 
his  efcape  from  Ireland,  and  is  arrived  at  New- 
York.  A  correfpondent  fuggefls,  that  he  will,  no 
doubt,  be  a  valuable  acquifition  to  the  fiour-mer-^ 
chants,  as  he  will  not  only  be  found  extremely  able 
at  the  plotting  bufinefs,  but  may  ferve  them  occa- 
lionally  as  father  confejfor. 


htvingflon  s  Eloquence  and  P  erf  on. — The  following 
cxtra6i  from  the  lilly  fpccch  of  the  taper-limbed 
orator  of  New-York  has  been  publiflied  by  a 
country  Jacobin,  as  one  of  the  choiceft  flowers 
from  the  garden  of  rhetoric. 

"  Oh!"  faid  Mr.  Livingfton,  in  the  debate  on 
the  reported  addrefs   io    the  Prelident,   "  let  m6 

«'  not 
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not  pafs  over  unnoticed  that  joy  which  I  fo  well 
remember  to  have  beamed  on  every  countenance, 
upon  the  infpiring  tidings  that  France  had  joined 
*'  her  arms  to  ours,  in  defence  of  our  Uberties — no, 
it  can  never  Jdc  erafed  from  my  heart :  in  the 
gloomy  horrors  of  defolation,  and  an  affafUnating 
war,  I  could  read  by  the  light  of  thofe  flames 
which  confumed  my  paternal  manlion,  by  the 
joy  that  fparkled  in  every  eye,  how  great  were 
the  confequences  of  her  union  to  America — I  feel 
the  revival  of  that  animating  joy  kindle  this  mo- 
"  ment  in  my  bofom — I  will  for  ever  chcrifh  it  in 
"  my  heart,  and  I  truit  never  part  with  it,  till  I 
*'  ihall  part  with  every  other  fenfation  *." 
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M^EDNESDAY,    26'^^    JULY. 

Grattan. — ^Yeflerday,  fays  a  London  paper,  ar- 
rived a  mail  from  Ireland,  which  has  brought  a 
number  of  papers  to  the  i8th  inft.  containing  a 
fuller  account  of  the  important  debates  on  a  reiorm. 
of  Parliament  on  the  preceding  day.  By  Ibme  of 
thefe  we  are  given  to  underhand,  that  the  oppo- 
lition  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  have  dcter- 


*  At  firft  view  I  thought  the  printer  had  quoted  the  paffage  as 
afample  of  that  inflated  nonfenfe,  tor  which  x\\q  pretty  Ned  Froth 
is  fo  famous ;  but,  by  looking  over  fome  other  parts  of  the  paper, 
I  foon  perceived  that  the  fans-culotte  clown  brought  it  forward 
■for  the  admiration  of  his  readers. 

If  ever  there  was  a  fpecimen  of  bombaft,  complete  in  all  its  re- 
quifites,  nonfenfical,  turgid,  and  naufeoiis,  this  fally  of  Ned's  is 
certainly  one.  Such  language,  even  from  a  good,  wholefome,  fuf- 
ceptible-looking  man,  would  hi  difgufting  ;  but  to  hear  this  long 
iron,  or  rather  brafs,  figure,  this  lamrod,  talking  about  "  y'oy 
*'  heam'ing  on  h\s  countenance^  and  kindling  ill  his  hofoin,^^  mult 
have  been  as  good  as  an  emetic.  His  bofot?:^  indeed !  Why,  poor 
Edward  has  no  bofom;  h'ls  breaft  is  an  unpianed  plank;  his 
carcafs  is  a  clock-caie,  his  inteftuies  are  the  hard-twifled  cords,  and 
his  heart  is  the  drofly,  cankered  iron-weight.  So  much  for  New- 
York  rhetoric. 

Y   %  mined 
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mined  not  to  attend  the  Houte  anv  ion";er.  Mr. 
Grattan,  in  the  concluding  part  of  his  fpeech  on  the 
lubjc6t  of  reform,  is  faid  to  have  declared  this  in 
the  following  terras  :  ''  We  have  offered  our  mea- 
"  fure — yoQ  will  rejecSt  it — we  cteprccate  yours — ' 
"  you  will  perfevere :  having  no  hopes  loft  to  pcr- 
*'  fuade  or  difluadc,  and  having  difchargedour  duty, 
*'  we  fhall  trouble  you  no  more,  and,  after  this  day, 
**  fliall  not  attend  the  Houfe  of  Commons*." 


Governor  Mifflin  tried  and  condemned  I  I  ! 

Captain  M'Dougal,  of  the  brig  Sea  Nymph, 
brings  a  confirmation  of  the  capture  of  the  Ihip 
Governor  MiJJiin^  belonging  to  tliis  port,  by  a  French 
privateer  fhip,  on  the  13th  of  April,  in  light  of 
Cape  de  Gat,  and  carried  into  Carthagena  ;  the 
fhip  and  cargo  condemned  the  26th  of  the  fame 
month. 


Thursday,  27'^  July. 

Emigrants. — Mr.  Porcufine,  It  is  the  great 
mislortunc  of  this  country  that  foreigners  have  feats 
in  the  federal  legiflature.  All  that  have  partaken 
of  this  honour,  fo  far  as  has  come  to  my  know- 
ledge, liave  been  diliinguifhed  by  dangerous  difor- 
ganizing  principles :  the  mania  of  the  French  re- 
volution has  poiieficd  them  all.  Having  purchafed 
the  right  of  citizenl"hip  fo  cheaply  themfelves,  it  is 
natural  that  they  fliould  wifh  to  extend  the  facility 

*  Thus  the  pet)(loned,  yet  feditious,  Grattan  and  his  crew,  arc, 
after  all  their  boailod  aiiiluence,  fairly  driven  from  the  field. 
'•  We  fliall  trouhh  you  no  more,  and,  after  this  day,  fhall  not  at- 
"  tend  the  Houl'e  of  Commons."  Pious  refolution  !  happy 
riddance  !  Would  to  heaven  the  example  may  be  followed  by  their 
brother  patriots  of  England!  Were  it  to  extend  even  acrofs  the 
Atlantic;  were  their  faclioua  admirers  here  to  refolve  never  more 
to  trouble  the  country  with  their  prefence  in  Congrefs,  it  would  cer- 
taijily  be  worth  all  the  rfrv>lves  they  have  hitherto  pafled. 

to 
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to  all  their  feHow-einigrants  ;  for  on  tlie  number  of 
fuch  voters  they  depend  for  a  continuance  in  office. 
Should  aifairs  continue  in  their  preient  train  for  a 
few  y(?ars  more,  I  fhould  not  wonder  to  fee  all  the 
large  towns  and  the  frontier  countries,  in  the  mid- 
dle and  fouthern  States,  reprefented  by  French  or 
Irifh  men  ;  by  men,  whofe  demerits  in  Europe  had 
obliged  them  to  fly  to  this  common  receptacle  of 
crimes,  and  whofe  refidcnce  here  had  been  juft  long 
enough  to  entitle  them  to  a  vote.  Unlefs  fome 
remedy  can  be  dcvifed  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  this 
evil,  to  increafe  the  difficulty  of  becoming  a  citizen, 
and  to  reftri(?t  the  right  of  fufii'age  to  competent 
property,  the  peace  and  the  liberties  of  this  country 
mufl  fall  a  facriflce  to  the  paffions  and  the  politics 
of  foreigners.  The  low  profligates  of  all  countries 
will  foon  be  able  to  vote  in  the  men  who  will  hu- 
mour or  pay  them  beft  ;  and  the  government  of  the 
United  States  will  become  a  furious  intolerant  de- 
mocracy. 

Any  perton  that  will  read  the  debates  in  tlie 
Congrefs  on  the  ftamp-acfl:,  and  attend  to  the 
fJDeeches  and  votes  of  the  two  foreigners  from  the 
mountains,  Gallatin  and  Lyon,  and  the  two  worthy 
delegates  from  Kcnlington  and  Irilli  Town,  M'Cle- 
nachan  and  Svvanwick,  will  Ice  the  propriety  of 
thefe  remarks. 

In  this  debate  Monf.  Gallatin  obfi^rvcd,  that 
paying  twenty  dollars  for  a  certificate  of  natura- 
lization "  ivould  not  only  he  hard,  hut  it  might  he- 
fome  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  count ry^  As  if  the 
allegiance  of  fucli  men  was  worth  receiving,  who- 
would  not  pay  twenty  dollars,  or  more,  for  a  lliare 
jn  the  rights  of  a  citizen  ;  or  as  if  any  oaths  they 
would  take,  could  bind  them  to  the  ftate.  On  the 
contrary,  I  really  believe  that  there  will  be  lefs 
danger  in  excluding  from  the  right  of  fuflrage, 
ppt  only  all  thofc  wl)o  are  unwilling,  but  tkofe  alfo 
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who  are  unable,  to  pay  fo  fmall  a  lum  for  the  pri- 
vilege. 

Nobody  will  deny  that  the  conditution  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  before  the  revolution,  was  founded  on  the 
generous  bafis  of  civil  liberty  ;  and  yet  no  man  then 
was  entitled  to  vote  at  an  elc6lion,  unlefs  he  was 
poireifed  of  a  freehold,  or  a  clear  perfonal  eftate  of 
fifty  pounds,  which  vvould  purchafe  as  large  a 
freehold  at  that  time,  as  five  hundred  would  now. 
The  fage  legiflator  of  Pcnnfylvania  was  too  well 
acquainted  with  the  importance  of  good  govern- 
ment, to  intruil  any  part  of  it  to  the  diredlion  of 
thofe  who  had  nothing  at  flake  :  he  knew  that  the 
proteciion  of  property  was  the  principal  end  and 
aim  of  civil  inftitutions ;  and  he  was  fenfible  alfo 
that  men  who  had  no  property  were  generally  too 
liable  to  be  enfnared  by  the  arts,  or  poifoned  by  the 
corruption,  of  ambitious  demagogues. 


M''Kea7is  Duplicity. — From  the  United  States  Ga- 
zette.— Mr.  Bache  plumes  himfelf  upon  having  dif- 
covered  the  Prelident's  motives  for  the  nomination 
of  Mr.  Hall,  which  are  fo  very  remote  and  impof- 
lible,  that  I  cannot  give  him  much  credit  for  his 
penetration  in  this  inftance  ;  but  I  will  fuggefl  a 
cafe  that  a61:ually  happened,  in  which  his  great  ta- 
lent for  difcovering  motives  has  a  fair  opportunity 
of  difcovering  itfelf.  A  candidate  for  the  appoint- 
ment above  referred  to,  waited  on  a  Chief  Juflice 
(who  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Adams),  and  folicited  his 
interell:  this  the  Chief  Juftice  very  politely  declined, 
*'  bccaufe  it  was  well  knoivn  he  had  always  heen  op- 
pofed  to  the  treaty,  and  to  all  meajnres  for  carrying  it 
into  effedl ;  moreover,  he  was  confident  that  his 
recommendation  would  have  a  contrary  effect 
with  the  Prefident,  whofe  eledlion  he  had  op- 
pollcl,  &c.  but  was  very  forry  for  all  this,  and 
wijhed  the  candidate  fuccefs'^     Next  morning,  as  the 
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fame  gentleman  was  going  into  the  Prefident's, 
he  meets  the  very  learned  Judge,  leading  out  his 
very  learned  ton,  for  'ivhoni  he  had  been  JoVic'iting  the 
'very  appointment  his  democratic  conjc'ience  forbade  him 
to  give  the  leaft  countenance  to  the  day  before.  Now, 
this  being  rather  a  curious  cafe  of  conlcience,  I  re- 
commend it  to  the  fagaeity  of  Mr.  B.  for  elucida- 
tion. I  hope  he  will  afcertain  the  motives  whh  his 
ufual  precilion  *. 


Wax  Figures. — Mr.  P. — I  fee  by  the  advertife- 
ment  of  elegant  wax  figures  to  be  feen,  publifhed 
in  your  paper,  there  are  the  likeneffes  of  the  Royal 
Family  of  France,  which  I  prefume  we  have  little  to 
do  with  at  prefent,  as  the  revolution  has  fwept  moft 
of  them  ofl'  the  flage.  While  the  King  was  alive 
and  in  power,  treaties  fubfiiling  between  the  two 
countries  taught  us  to  look  on  him  as  a  friend  and 
an  ally ;  but  he  is  gone,  and  peace  to  his  afhes. 
Let  future  Frenchmen  raifc  his  murdered  body, 
and  weep  over  it  for  the  crimes  of  their  fathers. 
But  are  we  to  give  our  money  alfo,  for  feeing  the 
likenefs  of  the  bloody-minded  Petion,  Barnave,  and 
Bonaparte,   the  murderers  of  that  King  ?    and  of 


*  I  join  the  public  in  thanking  Mr.  Fenno  for  this  anecdote  ; 
but  I  cannot  think  that  he  aded  with  his  ufual  confiftency,  ia 
leaving  the  cafe  of  confcience  to  be  elucidated  by  Bache.  It  is 
wrong  in  fuch  a  man  as  Fenno  to  abandon,  even  in  a  joke,  his 
fuperiority  over  a  dull-edged,  dull-eyed,  hagard-looking  hireling 
of  France. 

For  nay  part,  I  fliall  not  leave  the  cafe  to  be  elucidated  by  Bache. 
I  fhall  declare  at  once,  that,  if  the  anecdote  be  true  (of  which  I 
make  no  donbt),  it  exhibits  an  inflance  of  dirty  meannefs,  hardly 
to  be  equalled  in  the  annals  of  democracy,  and  worthy  only  of  the 
companion  of  Dallas,  and  the  toafter  of  Aitet  and  Munrae,  A 
Chief  Jujlke  !  Good  Heaven,  preferve  me  from  his  clutches !  I 
would  almoft  as  foon,  God  forgive  me,  fall  under  thole  of  his 
nvife  ! 

thofe 
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thofe  phjlofophical  vermin  too,  the  iniidel  Voltaire 
and  RoufTeau,  whofe  writings  prepared  the  people 
of  France  for  all  the  horrid  crimes  they  have  lincc 
been  guilty  of?  Are  thefe  the  men  whofe  Hkenelfes 
the  American  thinks  are  worth  prcferving,  and 
which  our  children  are  invited  to  pay  a  quarter  of 
a  dollar  for  feeing  ?  Verily  I  would  not  give  a  (juar- 
ter  of  a  dollar  for  the  whole  group,  for  any  other 
purpofe  than  to  melt  them  down  into  wax  candles. 
But  can  an  American,  who  has  any  fenfe  of  huma- 
nity left,  give  his  money  for  feeing  at  one  opportu- 
nity, the  image  of  Louis  and  his  murderers  brought 
to2;cther  ?  I  believe  not,  unlefs  he  was  called  to 
take  the  feat  of  Minos  and  Rhadamanthus,  and  iit 
in  judgment  over  the  criminals  :  for  if  he  fuppofes 
the  one  worth  preferving,  he  muit  be  tempted  to 
kick  the  other  out  of  tight.  Taken  all  together,  this 
exhibition  is  too  much  in  the  lavage  French  ftyle 
of  the  guillotine  to}',  for  the  amufcmcnt  of  their 
children,  and  of  the  dancing  dogs  Ibown  under 
the  fhade  of  the  guillotine,  while  it  was  employed 
in  chopping  heads  off.  Betides,  if  there  were  no 
other  objection  to  the  exhibition,  the  principal 
rh.iraclcrs  being  F^rcnch,  is  at  this  jun6fure  ob- 
jcd^ion  enough. 


TJil!u7i!hropy. — Died,  at  the  Warm  Springs  in 
"V'irginia,  on  tlie  8th  of  May  laft,  Mr.  Thomas 
Palmer,  a  native  of  England,  and  formerly  a  mer- 
chant in  this  cilv  ;  he  has  left  a  lar2;e  eflate  to  his 
connexions,  and  to  public  ufes.  Amongft  other 
legacies  which  mark  a  molt  benevolent  and  original 
mind,  he  has  left  the  revcrfion  of  one  hundred 
AND  FIFTY  POUNDS  f^crling,  to  be  applied  annually 
in  premiums  for  ejfays^  and  in  fuch  otlier  ways 
as  his  executors  may  judge  proper,  in  order  to  ren* 
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dicx  the  ahfurd  and  cruel pra^ice  of  vjar  defeftahle,  and 
in  frefcrv'ing  harmony  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  *. 

Blounfs  Plot. — BosTOxV,  July  22.  M'Lean's  "  Ca- 
^^  nada  plot'"'  is  likely  to  turn  out  worfethan  CatUhie*s 
late  conlpiracy.  The  father-in-law  of  the  Vermont 
Lion,  and  a  number  of  others,  will  be  implicated. 
The  greateft  rogue,  they  fay,  has  turned  king's 
evidence  -j^. 

Blonnfs  Plot. — Extra6l  of  a  Letter  to  the  Editor, 
from  a  Gentleman  in  Vermont,  dated  Windibr, 
July  14,  1797.  "  Since  the  mail  is  clofed  we 
have  received  information  from  Canada,  that  the 
tv/o  M'Leans,  taken  fome  time  lince,  with  one 
Butterfield,  for  treafonable  practices,  have  been 
tried  and  executed.  'Tis  faid  that  Butterfield 
**  turned  king's  evidence,"  and  has  difcovered 
an  extenlive  plot  againft  the  province  of  Canada, 
in  which  are  concerned  a  coniiderable  number  of 
the  firft  men  on  that  fide  of  the  mountain,  with 
the  Governor  at  their  head.  With  it,  alfo,  is  con- 
iie6led  the  purchafe  of  arras  in  France.  This  in- 
formation comes  in  a  letter  from  Colonel  Porter, 
now  in  Canada." 


*  It  is  reported,  but  I  cannot  fay  I  think  it  credible,  that  the 
greater  part  of  thc/flcZ/frfpeeches  in  the  laft  feflion  of  Congrefs 
were  made  with  a  view  of  obtaining  the  firfl:  premium.  O  Lord! 
what  will  this  world  come  to  ? 

•f  When  it  is  known  that  Ira  Allen,  the  Governor  of  Vermont, 
was  never  authorized  to  purchafe  the  20,000  ftand  of  arms,  «f 
which  an  account  was  given  the  other  day ;  when  it  was  known 
that  his  fon-in-law  objedted  to  the  law  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  ammunition  to  Canada ;  and  when  the  defperate  circumftances 
of  both  are  recolle6ted>  the  proper  conclufion  will  undoubtedly 
^e  drawn. 

Friday, 
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riuDAY,  ii^^'  July. 
J  Letter  to  DoBor  Morfe  from  St.  Johns,   Neiv- 
Brmifivick.     The  tuUowing  letter  is  taken  from  the 
St.  John's  Gazette. 

To  Mr.  Jedidiah  Morfe. 
Sir, 
In  my  lall  I  noticed  fome  ufeful  hiftorical  obfer- 
vations  refpe6\ing  the  Egyptian  Ihepherds  ;   and  the 
merit  of  Thales,  derived  Irom  thofe  lovers  of  leeks  and 
onions,  with  authorities  to  fhovv  that  they  are  iz'onder- 
fully  founded.     I  notieed  alio  howaccuiatelyyou  give 
an  aeeount  of  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic,  makin^r  it 
2,3°  'i<f  in  one  page,  and  23°  30'  in  the  next  ;  alio, 
that  the  equatorial  inhabitants  move  1020  miles  in  an 
hour  by  an  accurate  divilion  of  yours,  which  is  ne'm 
I0  me ;    and  that  the  reward  received  by  Harrilbn 
\i?i%  probably  from  your  good  allies,   as  you  Hate  the 
account,  and  for  which  they  ought  to  be  obliged  to 
you.     The  Britiib   Altronomer  Royal,  from  whom 
you    mutilated   the   account  of  finding  the  lat.  and 
long,  of  places,  is,  doubtlefs,  under  obligations  ta 
you  ;  and  your  new  reafon  why  the  meridian  is  fo 
called   ought  never  to  be    forgotten,  efpecially  by 
your  allies  at  the  Cape.     I  fhall  pals  now  to  your  ninth 
problem,  p.    43,  wherein   is    a  very  curious   note, 
and  not  found  in  Guthrie;  I  am  much  aftonilhed 
at   his  omiffion  of  fo  ufeful  an  obfervation,   as  he 
feems  to  have  inferted  all  your  problems.     Note — 
*'  By  this  problem  you  may  likewifefee  at  one  view, 
"  in  diftant  countries,  where  the  inhabitants  are  rif- 
*'  ing,    where  breakfafting,  dining,  drinking  tea  ; 
*'  where  going  to  alfemblies,  and  where  to  bed." 
This   note  is  ltri(?lly  geographical ;  for  eating  and 
flccplng  are  altogether  terrcllrial ;    and   dancing  is 
not  generally  acknowledged  to  be  ufed  by  the  ce- 
kftials ;  in  fa61j  the  belt  divines  are  againft  it ;  and 
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Thales  and  the  Egyptian  fliepherds  are  of  the  fame 
ooinion  ;   but  an  honeft   Irifhman  obferved  on  this 
note,  How  can  1  tell  when  they  go  to  dinner  in  Lon- 
don ?    For  they  go  on  to  dine  fo  late,   that  by  J — s 
they  will  loon  dine  the  next  day.     He  v/as  told  that  it 
was  a  new  method  to  iind  the  longitude,  difcovered 
by  a  perfon  who  lately  fquared  the  circle  by  finding, 
by  accurate  menfuration,  that  if  a  circle  meafures 
twenty-two  in  circumference,    its  diameter  will  be 
leven  ;  and   for   proof  of  it   was   referred  to   your 
Geo.  Prob.  i8,  where,   you  fay,  it  has  been  found. 
He  was  aUb  told  that  the  fame  perfon  had  difcovered 
\\\dX  rivers  were  "dc'ider  at  their  mouth  than  towards  their 
head  or  fp ring — p.  51,  and  tliat  thefe  new  difcoveries 
were  not   calculated  for   Irijhmen.     Being  tired  with 
your  Introdu6lion,  and  delirous  of  knowing  where 
your   allies  had  plundered  under  the  immortal  Ri- 
chery,  I    turned  to  the  article  Newfoundland,  and 
finding  that  you  had  not  given  a  map  of  that  ifland, 
1  trutied  that  you  had  amply  made  amends  in  your 
defcription,    having  profeffed   to   outdo    all    Euro- 
peans in  your  account  of  America.      I   compared 
your  account,  p,    146,   with   Guthrie;  but,  to  my 
aftonifliment,    ibund  that  to    be   copied   verbatim 
from  the   poor  old  Britifli  Geographer,  whom  you 
have    befpattered   \v\\h.   mutilations   like    thofe  in 
the  account  of  the  ifland  of  St.  John's.     Guthrie 
fays  pofitively,  the  ifland    will   afford  a  large  fup- 
ply  of  mafts,    yards,   and    all  forts  of  lumber  for 
the  Weft  India  market  :  this   you  infert  with  the 
doubtful  words  it  is /aid;  but  you  ha  .e  the  fame 
authority  for  this  affertion  as  for  the  refl  of  the  ar- 
ticles which  you  copy,  favingthe  idea  of  utility  to  the 
Britifh.     You  fay,  from  this  ifland  the  Briti/Ji  reap, 
&c.  Guthrie's  v/ords  are,  we  reap,  &c.     VV'hy  did 
you  not  think  of  the  like  change  when  you  fpoke  of 
Harrifon's   time-keeper  ?.    there   you   continue   the 
expreffion,  ths   Government,  as   if  it   might   be    the 
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American  Government,  or  that  of  your  good  allies  tliB 
French. 

Guthrie  makes  the  following  obfervatlon  :  "Where 
otir  Colonies  are  thinly  peopled,  or  fo  barren  as  not 
to  produce  any  thing  from  their  foil,  their  coafls 
make  us  ample  amends,  and  pour  in  upon  us  wealth 
of  another  fort,  and  no  ways  inferior  to  that  ariling 
from  the  mod  fertile  foil."     This  you  omit;  it  is 
favourable  to  Britain.     The  like  omiflion,  in  your 
account  of  St.  John's,  was  unfavourable  to  France — - 
But  the  facSls  are  true,  and  full  as  geographical  as 
the  time  of  drinking  tea  or  going  to  airemblies  in 
any  part  of  the  world.  You  allow,  indeed,  that  the 
United  States  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  at  New- 
foundland   as    before    the    war.     Is  this   contill:ent 
with  your  infmuatioii,  p.  241,  that   Britain   grants 
favours  in   commerce    which    are  not  extended  io 
the  United  States  ? — By  this  it  feems  that  fhe  grants 
important  favours  to  the  United  States,  not  extended 
to  any  other  nation  ;     of   which  Richery's  plan  of 
plunder  is  full  proof      I  am  difappointed  in  your  ac- 
count  of  Newfoundland,    as   much  as  in  that  of 
St.  John's.     The   mountain    has    laboured — I    fee 
no  production.     If  this  be  the  way  you  calculate  a 
ivork  for  Americans,  you  ought  to  apprife  the  reft 
of  the  world  with  the  outhnes  of  3*our  real  defig- 
nation,  and  fay  fairly  that  your   Geography  is  not 
calculated  ioi  the  Britifb. 

The  extraordinary  Sejjion  of  Congrefs. — Congrefs 
was  called  together,  fays  the  Bofton  Mercury,  to 
provide  for  the  extraordinary  ftate  of  our  affairs. 
Both  Houfes  fay,  in  their  anlwer  to  the  Prefident's 
fpeech,  that  the  call  was  right.  So  far  even  Ja- 
cobin mouths  are  flopped  ; — for  the  Jacobins  in 
Congrefs  did  not  fo  much  as  deny  the  neccflity  of 
the  call.  Now,  admitting  that  neceility,  what  have 
tbcv  dons  ?  Nothing.     Yes.  nothing  ;  if  they  have 
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done  lefs  tba/ii  all  they  could  do  to  protect  our  plun- 
dered trade,  and  to  vindicate  our  infultcd  independ- 
ence, our  violated  rights.  What  they  have  done 
is  little,  very  little,  according  to  their  ov/n  account ; 
for  they  inlift  we  Ihould  trutt  wholly  to  prayer 
and  prize- offerings,  to  propitiate  the  cannibal  divi- 
nity whom  they  worfliip. — In  plain  truth,  was  it 
worth  while  to  call  Congrefs  together  tor  the  Ja- 
cobin members  to  tell  the  world  our  Government 
is  a  defpotifm,  our  citizens  divided,  France  irre- 
Hftible  and  adorable  ?  What  have  they  done  at  a 
.time  of  acknowledged  danger  ?  Have  they  filled 
the  arfenals,  recruited  the  army,  fortified  the  lea- 
ports  ?  The  fnowcrs  will  walh  down  more  earth 
than  the  money  they  have  voted  will  throw  up. 

Have  they  ordered  new  frigates  to  be  built  ?  called 
forth  at  the  very  crifis  of  fate  the  powers  of  the 
bravefl-  and  raott  cnterprifing  feafaring  nation 
on  earth ;  perhaps  the  fecond  for  merchant-thij:)s, 
and  deftined  by  the  decrees  of  Heaven  to  be  the 
firft  ?  Nothing  of  this.  With  little  artual  force, 
but  infmite  refonrces  for  it,  the  nation  that  is  to 
hold  the  maritime  fceptre  at  no  diftant  day,  is 
ftruck  by  jacobiniim  with  a  palfy.  Powerlcfs,  con- 
vulfed,  and  cowardly,  what  face  do  we  hold  up  to  the 
world  ?  When  one  check  is  fmitten  what  do 
we  diO  ?  Tuiu  the  other :  the  mofl  defpicable 
of  all  mean  things  as  a  State,  we  invite  blows  ; 
we  hold  our  handkerchiefs  ready,  afTuring  France 
that  when  flic  Ipits  in  our  faces,  we  will  wipe 
them.  The  revenue  cutters  are  to  be  permitted 
— to  do  what  ?  To  keep  within  our  own  ju- 
rifdiilion  :  that  is  to  fay,  they  and  our  ^  three 
frigates  may  fail  in  our  mill-ponds,  may  ftick  in 
our  fand-banks.  Protections  they  may  not  give. 
Our  high-fpirited  duellifts  from  the  fouth  call  this 
honour,  national  dignity  and  independence  !  How^ 
fafe  is  it  to  let  fuch  men  encroach  upon  the  Senate 
and  the  Prefident  ?  No,  no,  no  ;  the  ele^ors  mull:, 
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at  the  next  choice,  change  their  Jacobin  members 
cr  their  Federal  Government. 

Arnold,  Injli  Traitor. — From  New-York  we  are 
informed,  that  "  on  Sunday  la  ft  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ar- 
nold, whofe  arrival  from  Newry  we  mentioned 
on  Friday,  preached  an  excellent  fermon  in  the 
old  Prtibytcrian  church  from  thefe  words  ; 
"  Follow  peace  with  all  men,  and  holincfs,  with- 
"  out  which  no  one  iTiall  fee  the  Lord.  Heb.  xii.  14." 
Remark. — It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  this  re- 
verend infurgent  never  read  this  text  till  he  came 
to  America.  If  he  had  "  followed  peace  with  all 
*'  men,"  he  would  not  have  been  profecuted  as 
a  rebel ;  nor  would  he  have  bewailed  fo  bitterly 
the  lofs  of  his  arms. 

The  '*  excellent  fcrmons"  of  fuch  canting  hypo- 
crites, notwithftanding  our  fans-culotte  papers,  and 
even  fome  of  our  impartial  ones,  become  the  ve- 
hicles of  their  puffs,  will  produce  little  efFecf  here. 
The  minds  of  Americans  are  made  up  refpe6ling 
the  runaway  patriots:  to  have  efcaped  Botany 
Bay  or  the  gallows,  is  not  now  a  recommendation 
to  public  favour.  We  have  fufFercd,  and  are  yet 
fufFering,  too  much  from  the  French  ;  we  feel  too 
feverely  the  curie  of  having  their  partifans  among 
us  to  rejoice  at  an  augmentation  of  their  number. 
In  the  years  1794  and  1795,  when  our  dear  allies 
had  nothing  but  honey  for  our  lips  ;  then  we  prayed 
moft  pioully  for  the  dellrutilion  of  all  monarchs 
and  their  fatellites  ;  then  we  loatied  the  Rights  of 
Man  ;  we  feafied  Genet,  and  willied  for  revolutions 
to  convulfe  every  country  in  tlie  world,  our  own 
excepted ;  and  from  this  we  thought  we  were 
leeured  by  the  affection  of  our  tendcr-he.irted  fifler. 
But  the  face  of  things  is  changed.  We  fee  re- 
volution making  hafty  ftridcs  towards  ourlelvesi 
and  we  begin  to  be  lets  anxious  to  fee  it  fucceed 
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elfewhere.  Danger  has  taught  us  prudence  and  juf- 
tice :  we  no  longer  hug  the  runaway  traitor  to  our 
bofom,  applaud  his  treachery,  and  regret  its  want 
offuccefs.  This  change  Ihould  be  made  known; 
traitors  ftill  fly  hither,  hoping  to  meet  with  a  cordial 
reception ;  to  be  carefled,  fed,  and  clothed  for 
their  infamy ;  and,  having  fuch  a  place  of  refuge 
in  view,  are  probably  thereby  tempted  to  commit 
what  they  otherwife  would  never  attempt,  it  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  all  the  fcape-gallows  i/mW^ 
land  at  New-York. 


Hemp. — Seeing  that,  from  the  lateft  intelligence, 
there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  traitors  in 
Ireland  will  be  worfted,  and  confequently  that 
there  will  be  large  importations  of  them  to  this 
devoted  State,  it  is  fubmitted  to  farmers  whether 
it  might  not  be  prudent  in  them,  this  fall,  to  re- 
ferve  a  confiderable  portion  of  their  land  for  the 
cultivation  of  hem^. 

Stamp-ad.  .  Curious  Shuffle. — From  the  N.  York 
Daily  Advertifer. — "  The  oppofers  of  our  Govern- 
ment at  lafl  begin  to  bark  at  the  liamp-a6l.  They  for- 
get that  this  ad  will  be  popular  in  its  operation,  as 
it  falls  mofily  on  monied  men,  and  it  faves  us 
from  a  land-tax.  In  truth,  tliey  are  barking  at  the 
name,  which  is  Britijh,  rather  than  the  thuig, 
imhich  is  American  *." 


*  Wliy  did  the  paragraphift  drag  the  Britljh  into  this  (illy 
definition  of  a  Jlamp-a^  f  What  docs  he  mean  by  leparating  the 
name  from  the  thingy  and  calling  the  former  Britijh  and  the 
latter  American?  if  his  intention  was  to  reconcile  malcontents  to 
the  tax,  he  has  (liufiled  his  cards  wrong  ;  for  greatly  millaken 
am  I,  if  thofe  who  aie  to  be  fubjed  to  it,  would  not  much  rather 
that  the  thing  were  Biitijhy  and  the  name  America?!, 
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Dallas. — The  following  letter,  from  a  Scotchman, 
is  juft  received  from  New- York. 

To  Mr.  P.  Porcupine, 

Sip,  New-York,   2-th  July,   J 797. 

I  think  you  were  rather  hafty  in  beftowing  your 
reward  of  ten  dollars  for  the  proof,  as  you  are  pleafed 
lo  call  it,  relpeding  A,  J.  Dallas.  I  myielf,  Sir, 
was  born  and  bred  in  Edinburgh,  and  I  am  ready 
to  make  oath  that  T  never  heard  of  the  name  be- 
fore I  came  to  this  country ;  which,  together  with 
the  concurrent  teftimony  of  feveral  Edinburgh  gen- 
tlemen now  in  this  city,  I  truft,  will  be  looked 
tipon  as  a  complete  refutation  of  the  aflertion  of 
R.  S ts. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  Mr.  Porcupine,  to  blame  you 
for  wifhing  to  get  rid  of  fuch  a  countryman ;  but 
1  think  it  is  hardly  fair  to  fhift  the  difhonour  from  your 
own  back  to  that  of  your  neighbours.  It  is  enough 
for  us  to  be  obliged  to  own  the  little  clip-eared, 
fcape-gibbet  Calendar,  without  being  faddled  with 
your  Secretary  of  State. 

But,  Sir,  Scotchmen  and  Rngl'ijhmen  are  now  con- 
founded in  the  common,  more  liberal  and  more 
loyal  name  of  Briton ;  and,  therefore,  in  throwing 
3^our  flour-merchant  on  Scotland,  you  gain  little  or 
nothing;. 

Since  this  fubje<5t  has  been  on  the  carpet,  I  have 
been  well  informed  by  a  friend  of  mine,  that  the 
name  is  Ir'ijh  ;  and  am  in  great  hopes  that,  by  fetting 
a  frefh  inquiry  on  foot,  you  will  be  able  to  determine 
to  a  certainty  that  the  advocate  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, Secretary  of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  and  defender 
^of  Genet  and  Blount^  is  an  Irijliman  ;  or,  at  any  rate, 

that 
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that  he  is  notj  as  it  has  been  injurioufly  given  out, 
a  countryman  of 

YourSj  &c. 

A  Scotchman*. 


SpamJJi   Fraternity. ^Charle/ion,  July  10.     The 

fchooner  Nabby,  Captain  Willis,  from  Jeremie, 
which  arrived  here  on  Friday  laft.  having  anchored 
on  the  24th  ult.  under  the  Moro  Caflle,  was 
immediately  boarded  by  a  Cuftom-houfe  boat  from 
the  Havannah,  and  ordered  away.  The  next  morn- 
ing the  Nabby  was  taken  by  two  French  privateers, 
and  phindered  of  3487  dollars,  belonging  to  Meflrs. 
Edward  Darrell  and  Co.  of  this  city,  and  fome  arti- 
cles of  clothing  belonging  to  the  Captain  and  crew. 
Captain  Willis  fuppofes  the  officers  of  the  privateers 
muft  have  bad  information  from  the  Cutlom-houfe 
officers  at  the  Havannah,  as  they  were  already  ac- 
quainted with  the  articles  on  board  -j-. 

Saturday, 

*  Though  I  cannot  help  commending  this  worthy  Caledonian's 
anxiety  for  the  reputation  of  his  country,  I  can  by  no  means  ap- 
prove of  his  attempt  to  call  the  burden  on  poor  Ireland;  who, 
God  knows,  has  enough  lo  bear  ah-eady.  Nor  can  I  fay  that  J  am 
pleafed  at  the  exprellion,  "_}'(7ar  fecretary  ;" — '■'■jour  fiour-mer- 
*'  chant,"  &c.  He  is,  thank  God,  none  of  mine  ;  the  Caledonian 
may  take  him  to  himfelf  for  any  thing  that  I  care. 

f  And  yet  there  are  Americans,  or  people  calling  themfelves 
■fo,  who  have  the   impudence,  che  rafcality,   to  talk  to  us  of  the 
jujiice,  and   even  of  the  frlem'Jhip,  of  thefe  coalefced  robbers ! 
There   is   fomething   fuperiatively  bafe  in  the  aptitude  which  a 
vaft  majority  of  the  public   papers  difcover,  10  excufe  or  palliate 
the  vile  conduft  of  France.     An  American  vefl'el,  the  Julian,  of 
-•  Baltimore,  has  been  tried  at  H;>vre  de  Grace,  and,   wonderrul  to 
relate!    has   been  cleared!!!    This   blefled   article  of  news,  this 
inagnanimous,    generous,    noble,     and   amy  in  It  nee  of   >.  .ttical 
forbearance,  has  been  co'mted  and  recounted,  till  it  fairly  fickens 
one.     Fourteen  times  has  it  been  re'ated  in  one  of  the  imparnal  pa- 
pers of  Philadelphia.     Claypoole  has  it  t\\  ice  ov^r  in  this  morning's 
paper.     It  is  cooked  up  in  different  ways,  'tis  true  :  in  one  place 
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Saturday,  29^''  J^Jly. 

Georgian  Jujlice. — The   laft    Augufla    Chronicle 
contains  the  proceedings  in  criminal  cafes  in  Burke 
County,  at  the  laft  fuperior   court.     Thefe  confift 
folely   of  trials   for  murder   and    horfe-ftealing,    of 
each  of  which  four  cafes  occur.     One  man  only  was 
convided   of  murder ;     he   had  cut   one  dollar   in 
i&^&w  pieces,  charged  his  gun  therewith,  and  went 
to   a   woman's  houfe   whom  he   conceived  to  be   a 
witch,  and   deliberately  lliot   her.      In   the   fecond 
cale   the   killing  did   not   appear  to  be   deliberate ; 
and  the  deccafed  had  given  great  provocation.     In 
the    third    infiance   four    men  were  tried  for    the 
murder  of  a   man   whom   they  had  taken    up  on 
unfounded  fufpicions  of  having   committed  feveral 
crimes  ;  they   were  taking  him  to  Augufta,  tied  on 
horfeback  ;   the  parties  drank  very  freely  of  fpirits-, 
and  night  coming  on,  it  was  reported  that  the  pri- 
loner  was  untied  and  off  his  horfe  :  here,  it  would 
appear  from  the  f^atement,  they  hung  up  the  un- 
fortunate  man,  to   prevent   his  efcape ;  as  he  was 
found  in  the  woods  with  a  rope  about  his  neck, 
within  a  mile  of  where  his  four  guards  were  proved 
to  have  threatened  to  punifh  him  if  he  did  not  con- 
fefs  his   crimes  !  Yet   they  were  acquitted.     It   is 
added,  however,  that   the  deceafcd  was  of  an  in- 


it  is  a  ragout,  and  in  the  other  a  fricaflee  ;  but  ftill  it  is  the  fame 
old  (linking  fluff;  flill  the  fortunate  Julian  of  Baltimore  is  the  bur- 
den of  the  cuckoo  t;ile.  When  a  veHel  is  cleared  by  the  Britifli, 
neither  Meifrs.  Ciaypoole,  nor  any  other  of  the  impartial  editors, 
think  it  worth  wiiiie  to  mention  it  but  once ;  and  even  that  once  it 
is  done  grudgingly;  it  is  fet  in  the  fmalleft  type,  and  crammed 
lato  the  moil  obfcure  corner  of  the  impartial  Jlieet, 

A  fine  thing,  indeed,  to  hold  out  to  the  public  as  a  proof  of 
Freiich_;'»/?/cv  ;'.nd  moderation^  is  the  clearing  of  a  veflel  the  rafcals 
had  no  right  to  try  ;  and  this  too  at  a  moment  when  their  cruiiers 
are  feizing  our  fliips  in  the  muuth  of  our  rivers.  INIefl'rs.  Ciay- 
poole did  Dot  relate  the  taking  of  the  lith  Indiamnn  in  the  Dela- 
ware tKKKce  m  one  fcipcr, 
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famous  cbaracSler,  fo  that  poflibly  his  executioners 
"only  anticipated  the  jui\  fentencc  of  the  law.  The 
fourth  hovnicide  was  ah'o  that  of  a  man  of  bad  cha- 
racter, who  was  killed  by  a  felloNV-traveller  .•  .  h  a 
fword :  the  furvivor,  in  his  defence,  very  inge- 
iiioufly  declaring  that  he  adted  in  lelf-defence,  the 
good-natured  jury  took  his  word,  and  found  1  ini 
guilty  of  man-flaughter  only — One  of  the  horfe- 
thievcs  was  capitally  conviclcd. 


Monday,  31'*  July. 

Spanifh  Mhiijier. — From  the  Gazette  of  the  United 
States.  AxECDOTii;,  from  the  Bourdeanx  "  Jouimal 
lies  Jouniaux"  When  the  Court  of  Madrid  found 
itfelf  compelled,  by  the  moll  imperious  nceeffity,  to 
make  peace  with  the  French  Republic,  it  was  nccef- 
lary  to  mike  the  King  fenfible  of  the  impoffibiiity  of 
continuins;  the  war,  and  to  reli2;n  himfclf  to  the  fa- 
crifices  impol'ed  by  the  treaty  of  peace.  /  thought 
(find  the  ajlonijhed  Motiarch)  that  we  had  akvays  heat  en 
the  French.  What  will  his  magnanimous  Mnjefty 
fay,  when  by  the  refult  of  Don  Yarico's  conlpiracy 
with  Blount,  and  his  appeal  to  the  people,  this  poli- 
tical puppet  fhnll  have  brought  on  a  war  with  Ame- 
rica ?  When  the  frandard  of  liberty  fhall  be  unfurled 
on  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien,  then  his  Majefiy  may, 
perhaps,  find  that  the  freeborn  fons  of  America  are 
not  that  dattardly  race  of  cowards,  which  their  ibb- 
miffion  to  the  infults  of  his  treacherous  and  piratical 
ally  had  taught  him  to  believe  them.  And  when 
Don  Manuel  de  Godoy,  Prince  dc  la  Paz,  fhall  come 
before  the  magnanimous  monarch,  and,  with  his  fin- 
ger in  his  mouth,  tell  him  that.it  has  become  ne- 
celTary  to  preferve  the  valuable  mines  of  Peru,  the 
extenlive  territory  of  Amazonia,  Paraguay,  C'lMli, 
and  in  fhort  all  South  America  proper,  by  the  llir- 
render  of  all  his  poffeilions  on  this  fide  the  Ifthmus 
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of  Darien  ;  it  is  much  to  be  doubted  if  the  monarch, 
inflead  of  tacitly  admittirig  the  argument  of"  impe- 
*'  rious  neceffity,"  will  not  kick  the  fublime  Prince 
of  Peace  from  his  prefence,  and,  turning  his  attention 
to  the  origin  of  fo  great  evils,  will  allot  a  birth  to 
Don  Yarico  in  that  commodious  habitation  where 
his  refpc61able  prcdeccflor  is  fo  well  accommodated  : 
all  the  good  he  hns  done  to  Spain  by  Ms  Trayijlation 
of  Snntlis  IVealth  of  Nations  is  to  the  contrary  not- 
withflandinjr. 


'O' 


French  Fraternity  and  American  Falriolifm. — The 
fhip  Swanwick,  Captain  Jaughan,  is  arrived  from 
Belfafl.  On  the  19th,  lat.  42°  53',  long.  24%  was 
boarded  by  two  French  frigates,  one  of  4.0,  the  other 
of  ■:  guns,  who  took  from  Captain  Jaughan  all  his 
lateft  papers,  and  a  number  of  letters,  and  then  dif- 
miflea  him.  zad,  lat.  41°  13',  long.  26°,  fell  in  with 
the  French  privateer  brig  Intrepid,  of  16  guns, 
belonging  to  Nantz,  who  took  polfcllion  of  the 
Swanwick,  and  declared  her  a  good  prize,  hoificd 
out  her  boats,  and  proceeded  to  ranJacMng  the  cargo^ 
from  which  they  took  twenty-five  boxes  of  linen, 
one  cafk  of  hardware,  weight  two  tons;  all  the  new 
Ipare  rigging  of  the  fhip,  and  fundry  other  articles  ; 
exchanged  a  confiderable  quantity  of  had  provifwjis 
{or  ^ood  provifto?is  hdonging  to  the  Jhip*s  jlores,  and_, 
after  a  detention  of  twenty-four  hours,  fent  Captain 
Jaughan  on  board  his  fhip,  .ind  difmifled  her.  They 
had  on  board  of  her  the  crew  of  the  American  Hero ^ 
Captain  M'Dcugal,  of  and  from  New-York  for 
Cadiz,  which  they  had  captured  and  fent  for  Nantz 
two  days  before.  The  Captain  of  the  privateer  of- 
fered to  let  the  creiv  of  the  American  Hero  go  on  board 
the  Swanwick,  but  they  refufed,  and  entered  on 
board  the  Intrepid,  and  were  amongfi  the  foreniojt  in 
plundering  the  Swanwick — the  boats  of  the  fhip  were 
Ihattered  to  pieces,  v/hile  in  polieflion  of  the  priva- 
teer. 
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teer.     July  23,  fpoke  the  fhip  Jofiah,  Collins,  out 
forty -one  days  from  Liverpool  for  New- York  *. 

Franklin  and  Adultery. — The  following  curious  ar- 
ticle is  from  the  Aurora  of  the  28th  inft.  "  Now 
preparing,  and  foon  will  be  publifhed,  a  Treatife 
in  favour  of  Adultery^  in  which  it  will  be  proved 
to  every  liberal  mind,  that  the  opinions  of  our 
forefathers  on  this  fubjedl  have  been  erroneous, 
and  Ihows  that  a  man  has  a  right  to  indulge  In 
it,  6f.-.f ." 


<c 
ti 
<t 


Tuesday,  i''  August. 

IriJIi  Emigrants. — When  the  fpirit  of  jacobinifm 
has  full  poffeffion  of  the  mind,  it  extinguifhes  every 
virtue  as  effedlually  as  a  ftrong  dofe  of  arfenic  will 
animal  life ;  and  the  man  becomes  capable  of  the 
bafeil  crimes  againll  his  God,  his  country,  and  his 
friends :  of  this  we  have  numerous  inftances  ;  but 
there  are  two  cafes  which  I  will  juft  now  mention, 
not  on  account  of  their  lingular  atrocity,  but  their 


*  1  think  the  above  furniflies  as  complete  fpecimens  of  French 
fraternity  and  American  patriatifm  as  we  h  iv^  I'een.  How  filly  the 
perfecuted  Irifli  mufl  have  looked,  while  their  dearly  beloved 
friends  the  French,  in  conjundlion  with  the  Annerican  heroes,  to 
whom  they  were  flying  for  proreftion — how  (illy  muft  they  have 
looked,  while  thefe  allied  brothers  were  making  the  brotherly  ex- 
change of  bad  provijions  for  good  ! 

f  Bache  is  noted  for  a  bad  memory ;  but  one  would  not  have 
expefted  him  to  ftumble  on  i\ich  a  fubjecft  as  this.  He  fays,  it  will 
be  proved  that  a  man  has  a  ri^ht  to  indulge  in  adultery.,  and  this,  he 
fays,  will  fliow  that  the  opinions  of  our  forefathers  nvere  erroneous. 
Had  young  Lightning  Rod  faid,  your  forefathers,  the  dec!^ration 
might  have  pafled  without  comment;  but,  by  laying  our  fore- 
fathers, he  of  neceffity  included  his  crafty  and  lecherous  old  hy- 
pocrite of  a  grandfather,  whofe  very  ftatue  feems  to  gloat  on  the 
wenches  as  they  walk  the  ftate-houfe  yard,  and  whofe  opinions  re- 
/peeing  adultery  can  be  pvowsd,  not  by  vague  aflertions,  but  by 
living  nuitnejfes, 
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recent  occurrciace.  The  firft  is  that  of  the  crew  of 
the  American  Hero.,  belon^j^ing  to  New-York ;  who, 
inftcad  of  accepting  a  paffage  home  when  offered, 
joined  ihe  crew  of  French  pirates  that  captured 
them,  in  plundering  the  Svvanvvick(C3ptainJ,iughan), 
another  American  vefleh  on  her  paffitge  from  Bel- 
faft  hither.  The  lecond  is  that  of  fomc  of  the  paf- 
fengers  on  board  the  Swan  wick,  who  fled  from 
Ireland  on  account  of  their  Jacobinic  crimes.  On 
beard  this  velTel  there  was  one  perfon,  who,  if  not 
a'fiiend  to  the  Government  of  his  native  country, 
was,  at  lea/l,  not  an  enemy  to  it ;  for  by  refuting  to 
join  the  reft  ni  curling  and  abuling  it,  he  incurred 
their  difpl^afure.  To  puniih  him  for  his  integrity, 
thefc  I'ifh  Jacobins  reprefented  him  to  the  French 
crew  as  a  royahit  and  an  enemy  to  hberty,  for  which 
Grime  the  favjs-cuiottes  robbed  him  ofallhehad, 
and  threatened  him  feiioufly,  either  to  hang  him  at 
the  yard-arm,  or  carry  him  along  whh  them  into 
France.  And  luch  is  the  audacity  of  thefe  incorri- 
gible Icoundrels,  that  they  have  not  cealed  to  infult 
and  menace  him,  ,eyen  lince  their  arrival  here  *. 


Republican  f^Mfanlhropy. — From  a  New- York  pa- 
per, Friday  lail  John  Young  was  tried  before  the 
Supreme  Court  at  New-York,  for  the  murder  of 
Kobe- 1  Berwick.  Kis  counfel,  McfTrs.  Brookholfr, 
LivmgtioU;  Burr,  and  Pendleton,  defended  him  with 
ingenuity  and  ability;  but  in  vain  :  the  fa^ts  were 
indifputably  proved,  and  the  jury  brought  in  their 
verdidt,  Guilty. 


*  That  the  above  related  fafls  are  true,  the  reader  may  be  af- 
fured  ;  and  if  the  abided  paflengerwill  come  forward  and  name  the 
favj/f  vi!!,;ins,  a:  whofe  inftigation  he  was  phindered,  and  his  life 
put  in  jeopardy,  I  will  with  pleafure  communicate  them  to  the 
public.  The  people  of  America,  however  fome  of  them  may  be 
led  aflray  by  an  enJnifiafm  in  favour  of  the  French,  will  never,  I 
hope,  countenance  luch  lavage  conduft. 
'  •  The 
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The  principal  objedl:  of  the  defence  was  to  reduce 
the  crime  to  man-llaughter. 

In  the  converfation  occafioned  by  an  event  fo  rare 
among  us  as  a  capital  convi(^.tion,  the  queftlon  has 
been  revived,  whether  any  man,  or  let  of  men,  has 
a  right,  even  in  cafe  of  murder,  to  take  away  the 
life  of  a  fellow-creature  ?  and,  if  fuch  right  exifls, 
whether  the  execution  of  it  is  confonant  y^'xih policy  ? 

When  the  verdieH  was  pronounced,  we  underfland 
the  audience  evinced  their  approlmtio7i  by  loud  acciamci' 
tiom-^Rn  indecency,  which  never  ought  to  be  tole- 
rated before  a  dignified  tribunal  of  jufticc,  and  on 
fuch  folemn  occalions  *. 


Lyon. — ^We  have  authority  to  fay  that  Mr.  Lyony 
of  Vermont,  durmg  the  late  feffion  of  Congrefs, 
fent  nearly  two  hundred  letters  weekly  to  liis  conili- 
tuents,  each  covering  one  of  Bache's  papers,  and 
vilifying  our  Government.  Surely  this  is  ufuig,  at 
leafl,  if  not  abufing,  the  privilege  of  franking  letters. 
Mr,  Bache,  np  doubt,  can  afford  to  ^ive  away  papers 
in  fo  good  a  caufe. 

This  is  the  redoubtable  hero  who,  a  few  years  be- 
fore, was  fold  for  his  palfage  from  Ireland,  and  who, 
for  his  cowardice  in  the  American  war,  was  con-r 
demned  by  General  Gates  to  wear  a  wooden  fiv or d. 

^Mi/iervaA 

Mr.  Porcupine, 
I  beg  you  v/ill  take  the  firfl  opportunity  to  inform 
Mr,  Matthew  Carey,  that  there   is,  at  this  prefent 

*  I  believe  acclamatbns  at  the  profpec^  of  the  death  of  a  cri- 
minal, and  in  a  court  of  juflice  too,  is  fomething  new  in  America. 
We  have  but  too  often  aped  the  foUies  and  the  deformities  of  the 
French  ;  I  hope  we  are  not  about  to  emulate  them  in  terocity  alfo ; 
hntihe  acclamatiotis'm  the  court-houle  of  New- York  really  bear 
fome  refemblance  to  the  cannibal  bowlings  at  the  revolutionary 
tribunals  of  Paris.  Some  future  mail  will,  perhaps,  inform  us  of 
the  huzzaing  audience  dancing  round  the  gallows « la  modcdeFans, 

time. 
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time,  a  malignant  fever  prevalent  among  the  cats  in 
this  city  :  now  as  the  above  gentleman  has  fignalized 
hinilclt'  on  a  former  occafidn  of  the  like  nature,  it 
would  be  a  pity  that  the  buhnefs  flioukl  go  out  of 
his  hands — it  was  this  fear  which  prompted  me  to 
requeft  you  to  give  him  the  iirft  information  of  it, 
and  he  doubtlels  will  reward  me  for  my  trouble,  by 
prcfenting  me  with  fix  copies  of  "  A  fnort  Account 
**  of  the  malignant  Fever  lately  prevalent  among  the 
"  Cats  in  this  City,  with  Notes  hijiorical^  hiografhtcaly 
"  and  critical,  hy  Matthew  Carey." 

I  remain,  &c.  &c. 

Thomas  Busybody. 
N.  B.  If  you  fliould  doubt  the  truth  of  this  in- 
telligence, I  will  fend  you  a  certificate  of  an  old 
lady,  who  laft  week  had  fix  cats  in  perfe6i  health, 
but  now,  oh  fad  reverfe  !  fhe  has  only  three,  very 
fick,  the  other  three  being  configned  to  an  untimely 
grave. 

Mutr. — From  the  London  papers  it  appears,  that 
the  two  frigates.  La  Ninfa  and  Elena,  taken  by  Sir 
John  Jervis's  fleet,  had  a  few  days  before  landed  a 
rich  cargo  from  the  Havannah.  M//V,  Vv/ho  had 
made  his  efcape  from  Botany  Bay,  and  had  taken  paf- 
fagein  the  La  Ninfa,  from  the  Havannah,  zvas  Killed 
the  firfl  Jliot  which  was  f  red  by  the  Britijhjliips*. 

Wednesday,  2''  August. 

M^Leati^  the  Canada  Traitor.— On  Friday  lafl  came 
on  before  a  fpecial  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  the 

*  Thus  did  the  malicious  and  unrelenting  rebel  at  laft  leceive  h  s 
due  ;  and  thus  may  every  one  of  the  inturgent  fcoundrels  fall, 
ftruck  l)y  the  avenging  thunder  of  Britain,  and  covered  with 
heaps,  yea,  with  mountains  of  French  and  Spaniards  ! — N.  B.  The 
account'ot  Muir's  death  has,  (ince  the  above  was  written,  proved 
to  be  premntuie  ;  but  I  think  it  right  to  preferve  what  1  wrote 
about  the  fcoundrel  at  the  time. 

A  trial 
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trial  of  David  M'Lean  for  high  treafon  ;  the  indidl- 
ment  was  opened  by  Mr.  Caron  ;  and  the  cafe  ftated 
by  the  Attorney  General.  After  the  evidence  for  the 
Crown  was  clofed,  the  prifoner  defired  to  be  heard 
in  his  own  defence,  v^hich  was  granted.  He  becfan 
by  thanking  the  court  for  the  indulgence  he  had  re- 
ceived, and  after  a  fhort  addrefs  to  the  jury  on  the 
fubjecl  of  his  innocence,  he  turned  round  and  began 
to  harangue  the  audience ;  hereupon  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  Chiet  Juflice,  who  informed  him  that 
a  patient  hearing  fhould  be  given  to  whatever  he 
might  have  to  urge,  but  that  it  fhould  be  addrefled 
to  the  court  and  jury,  and  not  to  the  by-ltanders. 
The  prifoner  apologized  for  his  ignorance  in  matters 
of  form,  and  proceeded,  in  a  fpeech  of  near  an  hour's 
length,  to  give  an  account  of  his  life  and  connexions ; 
in  the  courfe  of  which  he  admitted  mofl  of  the  prin- 
cipal fads  proved  againft  him ;  particularly  that  of 
having  a  certificate,  ligned  by  Adet,  the  French 
Miniller,  concealed  in  his  fhoe  ;  on  all  of  which  he 
attempted  to  put  an  innocent  conftrudlion,  and  con- 
cluded with  a  fervent  prayer  to  the  Deity,  that  he 
would  give  the  powers  of  utterance  to  his  young 
counfel  who  were  to  fpeak  in  his  behalf.  Mr.  Pyke 
and  Mr.  Franklyn,  who  had  been  affigned,  were  then 
heard  for  the  prifoner,  but  they  called  no  witnefles. 
The  Attorney  General  made  a  very  able  reply,  in 
which  he  commented  on  the  prifoner's  indifcretion  in 
attempting  his  own  defence,  and  clearly  refuted  all  \ 

the  pretexts  he  had  fet  up,  to  the  conviction  of  every  ) 

body.  The  evidence  was  then  fummed  up  by  the 
Chief  Jufticc,  who  obferved,  that  mofl  of  the  overt 
acts  charged,  which  were  fourteen  in  number,  were 
proved  by  three  or  four  witnefles,  many  of  whom 
(which  was  rarely  the  cafe  in  profeculions  of  this 
fort)  were  not  at  all  implicated  in  the  crime. 
.  The  jury,  after  being  out  half  an  hour,  returned 
with  a  verdi6t  of  Guilty.     The  prifoner,  upon  being 

afked 
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afked  what  he  had  to  fay,  why  judgment  of  death 
Ihoulu  not  be  palled  on  bi^,  referred  to  his  counfel, 
Avho  moved  two  law  points  in  arretl  of  judcrment, 
which  were  anfwered  by  the  Attorney  General,  and 
over- ruled  by  the  court.  The  prilbner  was  again 
afked  if  he  had  any  thing  further  ro  fay,  and  an- 
fwering  nothing,  the  Chief  Jufiice  proceeded  to  give 
fentenre,  as  nearly  as  we  could  colIe6l  it,  to  the 
following  effect  : 
David  M'-Lean, 

You  have  been  indicted  for  the  crime  of  high 
trcafon,  to  which  indictment  you  pleaded  Not  guilty, 
^nd  for  your  trial  put  yourfelf  on  God  and  the  coun- 
try, by  which  country  you  have  been  found  guilty. 
you  have  been  tried  by  a  refpe6table  and  intelligent 
jury,  many  of  whom  have  heretofore  ferved  on  the 
grand  inqueft.  Your  trial  has  been  attended  with 
luch  circumfrances  of  fairnefs,  openneis*  and  lenity, 
as  do  not  obtain  in  any  country  upon  earth,  except 
where  the  laws  of  England  prevail.  More  than 
twenty  days  have  elapfed  fince  you  >vere  acquainted 
with  the  particulars  of  the  charge  brought  again  ft 
you,  and  of  the  names  of  the  w  itneflcs  to  prove  it, 
that  you  might  not  be  furpriled  by  a  fudden  accufa- 
tion,  and  might  have  full  time  to  prepare  your  de- 
fence. After  the  facls  charged  were  fully  eftablifhed 
by  the  verdicl,  your  counfel  have  been  heard  on 
every  objedion  that  could  be  brought  to  the  regula- 
rity of  the  proceedings  ;  whereas,  had  you  been  ac- 
cufed  of  the  like  crime  in  that  country  whofe  go- 
vernment you  would  willi  to  impofe  on  this  province, 
inftead  of  being  allowed  a  period  of  twenty  days, 
you  might  have  been  charged,  conviftcd,  and  exe- 
cuted in  lefs  than  io  many  minutes.  Refieft,  there- 
fore, whether  you  have  not  been  guilty  of  a  molt 
unjuft  attempt  againft  this  Government. 

It  appears  in  evidence  that  you  are  an  alien  io  the 
King's  Government ;  notwithltanding  which,  you 

have 
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have  been  treated  with  the  fame  indulgence  as  though 
you  had  heen  a  native  fubjccl.  True  it  is,  that  a 
treaty  of  amity  fublifls  between  his  Majefty  and  the 
United  States,  many  of  whofe  citizens  have  borne 
public  teftimony  to  tlie  kindly  offices  received  from 
the  King's  fubjeds ;  it  is  an  intercourfe  we  wiih  to 
cherifh,as  well  with  public  bodies  as  v/ith  individuals; 
and  as  it  is  not  probable  that  you  perfonally  have 
received  an  injury  from  this  colony,  you  have  been 
guilty  of  an  unprovoked  attempt  againft  it. 

Having  heard  of  fome  difturbances  that  were  ex- 
cited on  account  of  the  road  bill,  you  falfely  con- 
cluded that  his  Majefty's  Canadian  fubje('^s  were 
dififfciited  to  Government,  and  ready  to  join  in  a 
rebellion,  which  you  W'ercwilhng  to  condu6t.  You 
might  have  known,  that  it  is  eafy  to  provoke  mur- 
murs on  a  like  occafion  in  the  beft  regulated  ftates  ; 
in  England  fimilar  difcontents  have  taken  place,  and 
fubfided,  as  in  this  country  ;  for  a  fliort  experience 
has  convinced  the  people  that  the  meafure  was  great- 
ly for  their  benefit.  Putting  confcience  out  of  the 
queftion,  as  a  prudent  man,  you  had  no  grounds  to 
go  upon.  No  one,  therefore,  but  a  rath  and  un- 
principled man  would  have  engaged  in  fo  defperate 
an  enterprife  ;  and  no  one  but  a  cruel  and  inhumaa 
man  would  have  projeded  fuch  meafures  to  carry  it 
into  execution.  Confider  then,  whether  you  have 
not  been  guilty  of  a  moft  atrocious  and  fanguinary 
attempt  againit  this  Government. 

Perhaps  you  may  think  that  thefe  terms  favour  of 
a  fpirit  ot  reproach — far  from  it  ;  in  your  pitiable 
condition  to  betray  fuch  a  temper  were  very  unwor- 
thy. No — they  are  uttered  in  the  fpirit  of  admoni- 
tion, and  that  upon  this  principle ;  you  feem  to 
polTefs  a  good  underftanding ;  I  wifh,  therefore,  to 
faften  on  your  mind  the  perfuation  of  this  manifeli: 
truth,  which  nothing  but  the  moll  perverfe  obfti- 
nacy  can  rcfift — namely,  that  though  your  defigns 

were 
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were  moft  hoflile  againlT:  this  Government,  yet  yoil 
have  experienced  that  fair  trial  you  would  not 
have  met  with  in  any  other  g;ovcrnment  under 
heaven  ;  in  hopes,  that,  when  the  mifi  of  delufion 
fhall  have  difappeared,  the  convidlion  of  one  truth 
may  prepare  your  mind  for  the  admillion  of  others, 
and  finally  produce  that  fenle  of  contrition  and  re- 
morfe,  which  can  alone  expiate  your  dangeroufly 
wicked  crimes.  Had  your  projeft  been  carried  into 
execution,  who  is  there  in  this  numerous  audience 
that  would  not  have  felt  the  confequence  among  his 
friends  and  relations,  or  in  his  own  perfon  ?  But 
as  it  has  pleated  Providence  to  baffle  your  per- 
nicious deligns,  I  fhall  prefs  this  fubject  no  further. 
This  Government,  which  you  with  to  overthrow, 
has,  like  all  others,  provided  for  its  fecurity  againft 
thofe  who  wifh  to  defiroy  it.  In  the  fcrutiny  of 
offences  it  is  more  lenient  than  others,  but  is  equally 
fevere  in  the  punilhment.  That  punilhment  you 
havejuftly  incurred,  and  it  would  be  highly  un- 
charitable to  beguile  you  with  the  expectation  that 
it  will  not  be  infiicled.  Let  me,  therefore,  moft 
ferioufly  exhort  you  to  employ  the  fhort  time  you 
have  to  live,  in  fubmittino;  yourtelf  with  humiliation 
and  repentance  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  all  things, 
"whofe  goodnef?-  is  equal  to  his  power,  and  who, 
though  you  fuffcr  here,  may  admit  j'ou  to  his  ever- 
lafting  mercy  hereafter.  That  lucli  mercy  may  be 
your  portion,  is  my  moft  earnefi:  pra^-er. 

It  remains  that  I  fliould  dilcharge  the  painful 
duty  of  pronouncing  the  fcntence  of  the  law,  which 
is :  That  you,  David  M'Lean,  be  taken  to  the 
place  from  whence  you  came,  and  from  thence  you 
are  to  be  drawn  to  the  place  of  execution,  where 
you  inufl  be  hanged  by  the  neck,  but  not  till  you 
arc  dead  ;  for  you  muft  be  cut  down  alive,  and  your 
bowels  taken  out  and  burnt  before  your  face ;  then 
your  head  muft  be  fevered  from  your  bodv,  wliich 

muft 
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raufl  be  divided  into  four  parts,  and  your  head  and 
quarters  be  at  the  King's  difpofal ;  and  the  Lord 
have  mercy  on  your  foul. 

The  trial  laftcd  from  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning 


till  nine  in  the  evening. 


Br'itahis  Dangers. — After  reading  the  Englifli 
news  contained  in  this  day's  paper,  I  dare  fay  the 
runaways  from  Britain  and  Ireland  will  begin  to 
tafte  in  imagination,  the  blood  of  their  King,  his 
family,  and  his  lervants.  Indeed,  feeing  that  what 
is  affli^live  to  the  hearts  of  all  good  men  is  cheering 
to  theirs,  there  is  but  too  much  realon  for  the  mif- 
creants  to  rejoice ;  for  furely  fuch  a  fucceffion  of 
calamities  never  before  prefTed  on  a  nation.  After 
having  exhaufled  her  treafures  for  the  defence  of 
civilized  Europe,  fhe  has  been  fuccefUvtly  deferted 
by  all  her  alHes,  feveral  of  whom  have  adually 
turned  their  arms  againft  her.  The  credit  of  her 
Bank  has  received  a  rude  fhock,  a  rebellion  is  on 
foot  in  one  of  the  kingdoms,  a  hardened  and  def- 
perate  fa6lion  is  underworking  the  other  two,  and  a 
mutiny  has  half  diiorganized  her  fleet,  which  has 
long  been  looked  upon  as  her  only  bulwark.  Yet, 
iiotwithflanding  all  this,  let  not  Priellley  and  his 
gang  give  way  to  a  too  immoderate  joy.  Britain 
will  outride  the  ftorm,  perilous  as  it  is  :  and  1  live 
in  hopes  of  feeing  Geoge  III.  infliti  -vengeance  on  all  his 
foes.  It  is  poffible  that  he  may  yield  to  a  peace, 
which  at  another  time  would  be  difhonourable; 
but  under  the  prefent  circumliances,  no  terms  what- 
ever can  reficdl  difhonour  on  him  or  his  faithful 
fubje61s.  As  to  the  rafcally  failors,  it  will  remain 
with  their  countrymen  to  repay  them  for  their  bafe- 
nefs.  A  lame  beggar  formerly,  in  order  to  enfure 
fuccefs  to  his  folicitations,  put  on  the  garb  of  a  Jack 
Tar  :  I  am  miltaken  if,  in  future,  fuch  a  garb  will 

not 


352  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

not  enfure  him  a  horfewliipping  or  a  poll   In  the 
houfc  of  correction*. 


Thursday,  3^  August. 

Norfolk  Mayor. — From  the  Norfolk  Herald,  of  lid 
July. — MiSSRS.  Printers,  I  have  often  read  fcur- 
rilous  publications,  but  muft  declare  I  never  chanced 
upon  fuch  a  vile  production  as  that  extra6led  into 
Monday's  Herald,  from  Porcupine's  Gazette  of  the 
1 2th  inft.  Nothing,  I  am  certain,  but  a  wilh  to 
fatisfy  the  curiolity  of  the  numbers  who  crowded 
your  office,  could  have  induced  you  to  republifh 
fuch  abominable  tralh.  What !  is  it  poffible  a  fel- 
low who  has  been  brought  up  among  the  dregs  of 
fociety,  and  under  the  lafh  of  fuperiors  (which  I 
underftand  he  often  experienced),  fhall  he  be  al- 
lowed thus  wantonly  to  emit  his  bile  againft  fome  of 
our  moft  upright  and  independent  characlers  ?  No, 
it  muft  not  be.  He  muft  not  be  allowed  thofe  li- 
berties ;  if  he  is,  there  is  no  doubt  but  he  will  fet 
us  at  variance  with  each  other.  To  prevent  which, 
it  is  my  opinion,  that  the  old  republican  pra61ice  of 
tar  and  feathers  would  be  a  means  of  putting  a  flop 
-to  his  villanous  career.  It  was  our  fecurity  againll 
toryifm,  during  our  glorious  revolution,  and   why 

*  Such  were  my  reflexions  at  the  moment  when  the  affairs  of 
Great  Britain  appeared  moft  gloomy.  The  Englifli  news,  alhided 
to,  contained  fearfuJ  accounts  of  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore,  of  the 
diftrefles  of  the  Bank,  of  the  rebellion  in  Ireland,  and  of  a  new- 
projefted  embalTy  x.o  fellcit  peace  at  the  hands  of  the  five  defpot?. 
1  never  felt  any  thing  like  defpair,  unlefs  it  was  at  this  time  ;  and 
certainly  the  apparent  fituation  of  the  kingdom  was  fufficient  to 
flrike  defpair  into  a  ftouter  heart  than  mine.  Till  the  mutiny  in 
the  fleet  was  added  to  the  embarrafllnents  of  Great  Britain,  Iconld 
alwaj's  fee  a  way  out;  but  1  muft  tonfefs  that  this  rendered  the 
gloom  impenetrable. 

not 
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not  fry  now  what  efFeft  it  may  have  on  an  unprin- 
cipled hireling  ?  Peter  has  already  proved  himfelf  to 
be  the  active  hired  flave,  and  a  bold  and  barbarous 
aflaffin,  employed  by  a  potent  fa<5lion,  who  bear 
little  affc6\ion  to  the  intereft  of  this  country,  and 
who  would  gladly  fee  us  involved  in  a  ruinous  and 
ineffe6lual  war.  His  remarks  on  the  letters  lately 
publifhed,  exhibit  a  fpecimen  of  unparalleled  in- 
folence.  No  name  is  fecure  againft  the  unbridled 
licentioufnefs  and  fcandalous  afperfions  of  this 
pugilifiic  (cribbler.  But  at  his  impudence  we  mull: 
not  be  aftonifhed,  when  we  are  told  that  he  is  the 
pot  companion  of  Ambaffadors,  ariftocratic  Sena- 
tors and  Reprefentatives,  and  of  a  party,  the  chief 
of  which,  on  delivering  our  Billingfgatc*  hero  his 
commiffion,  fpoke  to  him  as  follows: 

"  Friend  Cobbett,  purfue  your  noble  career  for 
which  you  have  certainly  been  formed ;  avenge  us 
of  our  impotency  againft  real  republicans,  by  the 
provvefs  of  your  pen.  We  fhall  reward  you  for  all  the 
injuries,  falfehoods,  calumnies,  and  even  nonicnfe, 

you  Ihall,  jointly  with  your  coadjutor  W.  W ks, 

pour  upon  republicans :  and  that  the  talk,  dear 
Cobbett,  be  not  beyond  your  peculiar  genius,  we 
fhall  willingly  difpenfe  with  either  truth,  fenfe,  or 
judgment ;  but  mind,  dear  Cobbett,  we  do  not 
engage  to  fecure  you  from  tar  and  feathers  !" 

Since  this  noble  fpeech,  we  find  Mafter  Billyh 
Cobbett  continues  to  bedevil  every  perfon  averfc  to 
his  party ;  by  which  means  he  reaps  large  portions 
of  that  precious  metal  that  has  fo  rairaculoufiy  dit'- 
appearcd  in  his  own  country. 

And  fo.  Mailer  Porcupine,  you  have  your  emifia- 
ries  in  the  midli  of  us  ?  You  fay  a  gentleman  from 
Norfolk  informed  you,  that  our  former  Mayor  was 
a  crawler,  and  our  prefent  one  a  milkfop.  I  can 
alfure  you  that  your  worthy  informant,  as  well  as 
your  lying  felf,  muft  be  lit'ile  acquainted  with  our 
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prefent  Mayor  when  you  take  him  to  be  a  mllkfop. 
i  know  him  to  be  a  man  of  iis  independent  a  fpirit 
as  :evei*  cudgelled  your  raleally  carcafs  during  the 
many  cj'ears  of  your-^ta  the  right  face  ! 
J:?One  advice  to  Peter,  ere  I  quit  him,  is,  that 
'^  he  makes  his  hay  while  the  fun  Ihines  ;"  for  he 
mav  reft  alfurcd  real  Americans  will  not  Ions;  con- 
tinue  to  bear  with  his  envenomed  pen. 

A  Citizen  of  Norfolk. 

July  20,   1797. 


ANSWER. 

It  is  not  common  for  one  man  to  anfwer  the  let- 
ters addrelied  to  another ;  but  as  I  am  a  party  in 
the  prefent  bufinefs,  I  fliall  take  that  liberty,  how- 
ever difplealing  it  may  be  to  you.  I  have  little 
doubt  as  to  who  you  are ;  for,  though  the  Ipiteful- 
nefs"  of  your  prefent  letter  bears  little  refemblance 
to  the  tame  and  fubmifiive  llyle  of  that  addreiFed 
to  the  Carmagnole  Conful,  it  muft  be  recolleded 
that  the  Carmagnole  was  upon  the  fpot,  and  had 
the  bloody  crews  of  Barney  at  his  command,  while 
I  am  at  300  miles  diftance.  A  citizen,  particularly 
if  a  magiftrate,  ufes  dilferent  language  under  dif- 
ferent circumftances. 

You  let  out  with  obferving,  that  you  nevet  be- 
fore read  fo  vile  a  prodtiElion  as  the  extract  from  my 
paper  of  the  11th  of  July,  which  was  republiflied  in 
the  Norfolk  Herald  of  the  19th.  Perceiving,  how- 
ever, that  this  was  paying  no  great  compliment  to 
the  editors  of  that  paper,  you  endeavour  to  fmooth 
them  dowai  by  faying,  that  you  arc  "  certain  that 
"  nothing  but  a  with  io  falisfy  the  curiolity  of  the 
*'  niunhers  ivho  croii'dcd  their  oJfJie,  could  have  in- 
*^  duced  them    to   rcpublilli  fucli  ^/'www^/i?  trajh'^ 

-■■  .  Now, 


AUGUST,  1797.  355 

Now,  though  this  may  be  a  tolerably  good  apo- 
logy for  MciiVs.  Willet  and  O'Connor,  1  take  it,  it 
is  but  a  very  poor  one  for  the  people  of  Norfolk, 
wlio  affembled  in  fuch  crowds  to  jret  a  tafte  oF  the 
*^  abominable  Irajh.'"'  Protend  not  that  this  cacTer- 
nefs  to  come  at  the  "  vile  p'oduBioii''  was  confined 
to  the  patrons  of  Porcupine  ;  each  of  thefe  received 
it  by  the  y:)oit,  and  had  confcquently  no  need  to 
crowd  round  the  office  of  the  Herald.  Neither  can 
you  pretend  that  this  eagernefs  was  confined  to  a 
Ihiall  portion  of  the  inhabitants ;  for,  betides  your 
own  acknowledgment  of  the  neceffity  of  repub- 
llfliing  to  fdt'isfy  the  crowd  of  applicants,  it  may  be 
obferved,  that,  as  between  thirty  and  forty  of  my 
Gazettes  go  to  Norfolk,  each  of  which  might  be, 
and  undoubtedly  was,  read  by  a  number  of  perfons, 
the  demand  for  the  "  abominable  trafli''  muft  have 
become  pretty  general,  llili  to  bring  fuch  crowds 
about  the  printing-office  as  obliged  the  editors  to 
republiili  it. 

Leaving  your  Worfhip  to  apologize  for  5'our 
townfmen's  fondnefs  for  *'  trajli'  as  handfomely  as 
you  have  done  for  the  vending  of  it  to  them,  I  now 
proceed  to  make  a  few  obfer  vat  ions  on  the  only 
pafTage  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  dedicate 
to  the  defence  of  yourfelf — I  beg  pardon  ;  I  meant 
the  Mayor  of  Norfolk. 

*'  I  can  aflure  you"  (fay  you,  addreffing  yourfelf 
to  me),  "  that  your  lying  felf  mufl  be  little  ac- 
"  quainted  with,  our  pveient  Mayor,  when  you  take 
*'  him  for  a  milkfop.  I  know  him  to  be  a  man  of 
"  as  independent  a  Ipirit  as  ever  cudgelled  your 
*'  rafcally  hide,  &c,"  Good  words,  good  milkfop. 
Don't  turn  four  all  at  once.  I  am  lure  you  were 
iweet  enough  a  little  while  ago. 

As  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  Mayor,  thank 
God  I  have  none,  i  can  therefore  judge  of  the  in- 
dependence of  his  fpirit   by  nothing  but  his  corre- 

A  A  2  fpondcnce 
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Ipondence  with  the  French  Conful.  This  impudent 
fellow  begins  his  letter  by  calling  the  people  of 
Norfolk  ajjajjins  and  cowards ;  he  fays  they  united 
in  troops  to  overwhelm  a  fingU  French  officer^  and  he 
ciifarmed:  and  farcaftically  adds,  tl>jt  they  amply 
Jupply  in  numbers  their  deficiency  in  courage. 

Every  accufation  of  this  infolent  Frenchman  was 
falfe.  The  vile  crews  of  Barney  firft  began  to 
abufe  the  people.  They  attacked  them  at  Portf- 
moulh  (juft  acrofs  the  river  from  Norfolk)  on  a 
Sunday ;  were  guilty  of  every  fpecies  of  indecency, 
infult,  and  violence  ;  and  when  one  of  them  was 
taken  into  cuflody  by  a  fpirited  magiftrate  of  the 
name  of  Kearnes,  the  reft  attacked  the  peace  offi- 
cers, fiabbed  the  niagiftrate  in  the  neck  and  thigh, 
and  effected  a  refcue  of  their  infamous  companion. 
At  another  time,  when  the  hand  of  juft  ice  had 
been  laid  on  one  of  Barney's  crew,  the  patriotic 
Commodore  threatened  to  draw  up  his  velfels  and 
take  vengeance,  unlefs  the  villain  was  releafed — and 
the  patriotic  Mayor  delivered  him  up.  After  this, 
was  it  \o  be  wondered  at  that  the  infulted  town 
Ihould  feel  a  hatred  againft  the  French  ?  Was  it  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  individuals  lliould  l"how  their 
refentment  ?  Or  was  it  to  be  expected  that  the  poU 
troonery  of  the  magillracy  fliould  communicate  itfclf 
to  the  whole  mafs  of  the  inhabitants  ?  Several  per- 
fons  have  had  rencounters  with  the  Frencli  ;  but, 
in  no  one  inftance,  has  a  French  man,  or  men,  been 
attacked  by  fuperior  numbers.  The  people  of  Nor- 
folk have  never  fhown  themfelves  to  be  either 
*'  allafiins"  or  '^  cowards."  They  have  killed  no 
man ;  they  have  attacked  no  man  on  difadvanta- 
«:eous  terms,  and,  notwithftanding  their  former  par- 
tiality for  the  French,  they  have  fhown  a  more 
manly  determination  to  reprels  their  inlolcnce  tlian 
any  body  of  men,  or  any  other  town  in  the  Union. 

With   what  jufiice,  then,   I  would   be    glad  to 

know. 
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know,  are  the  names  of  affairm  and  coward  fixed 
on  the  people  of  Norfolk.  ?  and  if  unjuftly,  why  are 
they  not  wiped  off  by  the  chief  magiftrate  of  the 
town  ?  The  accufation  is  contained  in  a  letter  ad- 
drefTed  to  him,  which  letter  is  published  to  the 
world  ;  and  if  he  thought  it  worthy  of  an  anlwer, 
why  did  he  not  refute  that  accufation  ?  Having  un- 
dertaken to  anfwer  the  letter ;  to  defend  the  con-r 
dudl:  of  himfelf  and  his  brother  aldermen  ;  to  ex- 
prefs  his  regret  that  any  thing  fhould  happen  to 
widen  the  breach  between  the  two  nations  ;  in 
fliort,  to  anfwer  every  part  of  the  letter,  except  that 
which  ftyles  the  people  of  Norfolk  ajfajfirn  and 
cowards,  his  lilence  on  that  muft  be  looked  upon 
as  a  tacit  achiowUdgment  of  the  jujiice  of  I  he  charge. 

I  do  not  know  how  thefe  names  went  down  in 
Virginia  :  if  they  were  fttlatahle^  all  that  I  can  fay 
is,  1  am  tbrry  for  having  fpoiled  the  dilh.  But,  if 
they  were  not,  if  they  excited  a  general  fcntiment  of 
indignation,  which  I  have  every  realbn  to  believe 
they  did,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  cxcufed  for  endeavouring 
to  make  that  lentiment  as  univerlally  known  as  the 
ilanderous  accufation  that  called  it  forth. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  remarking  to  you, 
Mr.  Citizen,  that  by  adviting  the  Philadel- 
phians  to  tar  and  feather  me,  your  V/orfhip  has 
fhown  your  corififlency  at  leafl.  Such  a  piece  of 
advice  was  not  unbecoming  a  man  who  can 
contentedly  put  up  with  the  names  of  ojj'ajjhi  and 
coward. 


fhihidel^hla,  ^d  Augitjl. 


P.  PoRCUriNJE* 
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Friday,  4'''  August. 

JMonrocs    Correfpondence  ivith  Mr.    P'icker'mg, 

From  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Secretary  of  State* 

SiR,  rhihidelphia,  July  (:>ihj  T797' 

It  was  my  wifh,  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  lid  AiifTuil  lafi,  announcing  my  recall,  to 
repair  home  without  delay  ;  but,  as  I  did  not  re- 
ceive that  letter  till  fome  time  in  November,  nor 
obtain  my  audience  for  taking  leave  of  the  French 
Government,  till  the  lit  of  January  following,  it 
was  impoiiible  for  me  to  fail  before  the  fpring, 
without  hazarding  a  winter  pailagc,  and  to  which 
I  did  not  vviili  to  ex  pole  my  family.  This  explains 
the  caufc  why  I  did  not  render  mylclf  here  at  a 
iBuch  earlier  period. 

I  poftponecl  my  reply  to  that  letter  till  my  arri- 
val, becaule  I  deemed  it  more  fuitablcj  for  many 
reafons,  to  anfwer  it  in  my  own  country,  than  from 
a  foreign  one.  I  think  proper,  however,  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  fubject  of  that  letter,  with  a 
view  to  juftit'y  myfelf  againtt  any  imputations  that 
have  been,  or  were  intended  to  be  railed  againft  me, 
by  the  meafures  it  announced. 

1  obferved  by  that  letter,  that  although  you  found 
this  meafure  principally  on  the  ground  taken  in 
that  of  the  13th  of  June  preceding,  yet  you  intimate 
there  were  "  other  concurring  circumtrances," 
which  had  weijrht  in  decidin,'2:  the  Executive  in  its 
favour.  The  object:  of  this,  therefore,  is  to  reejueii 
of  you  a  flatcment  of  what  thole  cireumltances  were, 
that,  corrccHy  knowing,  I  may  diitinCtly  anfwer 
them.  To  the  fujrffeftions  contained  in  yours  of 
the  13th  of  June  I  ihall  likewife  make  fuch  further 
re]<ly  as  appears  now  to  be  necetfary. 

1  rcqueft   this  ftatement  as  a  matter  of  right,  and 
npon   the  principle^  that,   although   the  Executive 

poll'eir 
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poffefTes  the  power  to  cenfure  and  remove  a  public 
minifter,  5'et  it  is  a  power  which  ought  to  be 
exercifed  according  to  the  rules  of  jufiice;  which 
rules  are  too  well  defined  by  the  principles  of  our 
government,  to  require  illultration  here.  I  make 
this  requeft,  therefore,  in  a  confidence  that  you  will 
comply  with  it,  as  foon  as  you  can  with  conve- 
nience.    With  due  refpecl,   &c. 

From  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Sir,  PhihdeJphla,  July  St/i,  1797. 

Upon  leaving  Paris  I  committed  my  letter-book 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  Prevofl,  and,  after  his  departure, 
of  Mr.  Skipwith,  fealed  np,  for  General  Pinckney, 
in  cale  he  arrived  while  either  of  thofe  gentlemen 
was  there  ;  to  furnifh  him  with  fuch  light  upon 
aifairs,  as  he  did  not  derive  from  your  department, 
when  he  left  this.  1  had  previoully  given  General 
Pinckney  copies  of  tome  papers  which  he  found 
neceflary  upon  his  firfl  arrival  ;  fo  that,  in  a  pol- 
lible  cafe,  1  truft  your  wifli  was  fulfilled  in  poflefl- 
ing  him  with  fuch  documents  as  have  been,  or  may 
be  neceflary,  for  ibme  time  to  come.  I  think  ])ro- 
per,  however^  to  fuggeft  the  propriety  of  fuch  a 
complete  copy  being  furnilhed  froin  your  office,  as 
you  leem  to  deem  neceflary,  for  our  Reprefentative 
at  Paris  ;  fince,  when  I  arrived  there,  no  paper 
whatever  was  furniflied  me  by  my  predeceflbr,  either 
of  his  own  correfpondencc,  of  Mr.  Jefterfon's,  or 
Dr.  Franklin's.  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
flate  to  you,  /low  I  found  and  left  this  bufinefs  ;  to 
enable  you  to  make  fuch  dilpofition  therein,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  your  department,  as  is 
thought  fuitable. 

I  Ihall  be  abfcnt  from  this  city  till  Thurfday  i-iext ; 
at  which  time  I  fliall  be  happy  to  receive  an  an- 
I'wer  to  the  letter  I  had  the  pieafure  to  write  you 
yeilerday. 

Your  moft  obedient,  Sec. 
A  A  4  From 
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From  the  fame  to  the  fame. 

Sir,  Philadelphia^  Juh  i^th,  ijgj. 

I  think  proper  to  apprize  yoQ  of  my  return  to 
this  city,  and  to  requefl  the  favour  of  an  anfwer 
to  my  letter  of  the  6th  inftant.  I  am,  with  due 
refped,  &c. 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Department  of  State. 
Sir,  Ph  iladelphia ,  July  lyth,  1797. 

1-  duly  received  your  letters  of  the  6th  and  8th 
inftant,  the  latter  flating  the  ditpolition  you  had 
made  of  the  letters  and  papers  relating  to  your 
miffion  to  the  French  Republic,  for  the  uie  of  your 
fuccefTor.  Your  intended  abfence,  as  mentioned 
in  your  letter  of  the  8th,  and  the  prefTure  of  public 
bufinefs,  on  the  eve  of  the  departure  of  our  Minif- 
ter  for  Europe,  induced  the  delay  of  an  antwcr  to 
this  time. 

The  requeft  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  6th, 
was  unexpe6led.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  the 
Preiident  of  the  United  States  may  be  pofleffed  of 
fadls  and  information,  which  would  not  only  juf- 
tify,  but  require  the  recall  of  a  foreign  minilter,  or 
the  difmiffion  of  an  officer  at  home,  although  they 
Ibould  not  furnifh  ground  for  a  legal  inveftigation. 
When  the  tenure  of  public  offices  (that  of  the 
Judges  excepted)  was  deliberately  and  confidentially 
placed  in  the  pleafure  of  the  Preiident  of  the  United 
States,  it  certainly  was  not  contemplated  to  reft  the 
propriety  or  expediency  of  particular  acis  of  that 
pleafure  or  difcretion,  by  a  formal  trial,  or  ^  public 
difcuffion.  Thefe  remarks,  I  truft,  exhibit  fatif- 
fii6lory  realbns  why  I  cannot  undertake  to  comply 
with  your  requeft,    I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Frortp 
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Fr07n  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Sir,  Philadelphia^  July  ic^th,  i797« 

I  have  been  favoured  with  yours  of  the  lytb 
iivfiant,  and  anlwer  it  v^dthout  delay. 

If  you  fuppofe  that  I  would  fubmit,  in  filence,  to 
the  injurious  imputations  that  were  raifed  ap'ainft 
me  by  the  Adminiflration,  you  were  mlftaken.  I 
fet  too  high  a  value  upon  the  bleflings  of  an  honeft 
fame,  and  have  too  long  enjoyed  that  bleffing,  in 
the  eftimation  of  my  countrymen,  to  fufFer  myfelf 
to  be  robbed  of  it  by  any  defcription  o(  perfons,  and 
under  any  pretence  whatever. 

Nor  can  I  exprefs  the  aftonifhment  which  the 
prefent  conduct  of  the  Adminiftration  excites  in  my 
mind  ;  for  I  could  not  believe,  till  it  was  verified  by 
the  event,  after  having  denounced  me  to  my  coun- 
try, as  a  perfon  who  had  committed  fome  great  ac^^ 
of  mifcondu6l,  and  cenfured  me  for  fuch  fuppofed 
a61,  by  deprivation  from  office,  that  when  I  called 
upon  you  for  a  ftatcment  of  the  charge,  againll  me, 
with  the  fads  by  which  you  fupport  it,  I  fliould  find 
you  difpofed  to  evade  my  demand,  and  fiirink  from 
the  inquiry.  Upon  what  principle  docs  the 
Adminitlration  take  this  ground,  and  what  are 
its  motives  for  it  ? 

Do  you  fuppofe  or  contend  that  the  power  com- 
mitted to  the  Executive  by  the  conftitution,  to  re- 
move and  cenfure  a  public  minifter,  or  any  other 
public  fervant,  has  authorized  it  fo  to  do,  without 
a  fufficient  caufe  ?  or  that  the  Executive  is  not 
accountable  to  the  public,  and  the  party  injured, 
for  fuch  an  act,  in  like  manner  as  it  is  accountable 
for  any  and  every  other  a6t  it  may  perform  by  virtue 
of  the  conftitution  ?  Upon  what  principle  is  a  dif- 
crimination  founded,  which  prefumes  refiraints  in 
certain  cafes  againfi.  the  abufe  of  executive  power, 
and  leaves  that  pov^'er  without  rcfiraint,  in  all  other 
^  '  '  cafes  ? 


362 


GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 


cafes  ?  And  how  do  you  delignatCj  or  where  draw 
the  hne  between  thefe  two  ipccies  of  power,  fo  op- 
polite  hi  their  nature  and  character  ?  This  do6trine 
is  againft  the  fpirit  of  our  conititution,  which  pro- 
vides a  remedy  for  every  injury.  It  is  againft  the 
fpirit  of  elei5tive  government,  which  eonliders  every 
pubhc  functionary  as  a  pubHc  fervant.  It  becomes 
the  meridian  of  thofe  countries  only,  where  the  mo- 
narch inherits  the  territory  as  his  patrimony,  and 
the  people  who  inhabit  it,  as  his  flaves. 

That  the  right  to  cenfure  and  remove  a  public 
officer  was  delegated  to  the  Executive,  with  pecu- 
liar confidence,  is  a  motive  why  it  fhould  be  exer- 
cifed  with  peculiar  care  ;  for  the  more  confiden- 
tial the  truft  which  is  committed  to  a  public  func- 
tionary, in  a  refponfible  flat  ion,  the  greater 
circumfpeftion  he  fhould  ule  in  the  difcharge  of  it. 
It  was  not  intended  thereby  to  difpenfe  with  the 
principles  of  juftice,  or  the  unalienable  rights 
of  freemen,  in  favour  of  executive  pleafure.  On 
the  contrary,  it  was  expe6ied,  that  that  pleafure 
would  be  exercifed  with  dilcretion,  and  that  thofe 
principles  and  rights  would  be  invariably  obferved. 
It  is  an  incompetent  recompenfe  to  a  perfon  who 
has  been  injured  by  the  Executive,  to  be  told  that 
the  conititution  permits  the  injury,  if  the  power 
intrufted  was  thereby  abufed,  and  the  principles  of 
the  conititution  violated.  And  it  is  an  unbecoming 
meafure  in  the  Adminiflration,  to  defend  by  the  ar- 
gument of  power,  what  it  cannot  juliify  at  the  tri- 
bunal of  realon  and  jufiice. 

I  have  been  injured  by  the  Adminift ration,  and 
have  a  right  to  redrefs.  Imputations  of  mifconducl 
have  been  raifed  againft  mc  by  it,  and  1  have  a 
right  to  vindicate  myfclf  againft  them.  I  have  in- 
vited you  to  ftate  and  fubftantiate  your  charge,  if 
you  have  any;  and  I  repeat  again  the  invitation. 
You  fuggell  that  you  have  fadts  and   information 
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which  warrant  the  procedure.  Let  me  know  them, 
as  Hkewife  your  informers,  that  I  may  be  able  to 
place  tliis  a6l  of  the  Executive,  and  my  own  coii- 
du6l,  in  the  light  in  which  they  refpedively  merit 
to  ft  and. 

The  Situation  of  the  United  States  has  become, 
in  many  refpecls,  a  very  critical  one  ;  and  it  is  of 
importance  that  the  true  caufe  of  this  crilis  be  dif- 
tincily  known.  You  have  endeavoured  to  imprefs 
tiie  public  with  a  belief  that  it  proceeded,  in  fome 
refpe^,  from  me  :  why,  then,  do  you  evade  the  in- 
quiry .''  Is  it  becaufe  you  know  that  the  imputation 
was  unjuft,  and  wifh  to  avoid  the  demonftration  of 
a  truth  you  are  unwilling  to  acknowledge  ?  or, 
that  you  fear  a  difcuffion;,  which  may  throw  light 
upon  a  topic  heretofore  too  little  underflood  ?  I  am, 
with,  due  refpecf,  &c. 

From  the  fame  to  the  fame. 
'  July  i^thy  1797* 

Mr.  Monroe  prefents  his  compliments  to  Col. 
Pickering.  He  withes  to  revife  his  correfpondence  in 
the  Department  of  State,  and  for  that  purpole  will 
thank  him  for  the  aflignment  of  a  chamber  in  his 
office,  with  the  aid  of  a  clerk,  for  a  few  days,  till 
he  can  run  through  it.  He  hopes  an  anlwer  to  this 
immediately,  if  convenient. 

From  the  fome  to  the  fame. 

Philadelfhia,  July  i^thy  1797. 

Mr.  Monroe  requefts  to  know  of  Colonel  Picker- 
ing, whether  and  when  he  is  to  expedt  an  anfwer 
to  his  letter  of  the  19th  infl.  as  likewife  to  his  note 
of  the  fame  date. 

From  Mr.  Pickering  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

July  2A,th,  1797* 
Col.   Pickering  informs   Mr.   Monroe,    ihat   his 
abfence  laft  week,  and  engagements  previous  to  the 
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departure  of  the  Preiident  for  Bofton,  prevented 
an  anfvvcr  to  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  of  the  19th,  and 
liis  note  of  the  fame  date  ;  which,  however,  Mr. 
Monroe  may  expcvSl  to-morrow. 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Air.  Mowoe. 

T)epartmcnt  of  Slate. 

Sir,  Philadelphia,  July  i^th,  1797. 

I  have  read  attentively  your  letter  of  the  19th 
ult.  but  difcovcr  in  it  no  arguments  to  induce  a 
change  of  the  opinion  expreflcd  to  you  in  my  letter 
of  the  17th. 

I  undcrtland  you  to  contend,  that  every  Minif- 
ter  of  the  United  States  who  is  recalled,  and 
every  other  p\ihlic  officer  who  is  removed  from 
office  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  has  a 
right  to  demand,  and  be  informed  of  the  realbna 
and  motives  for  the  recall  or  removal.  In  all  cafes 
except  that  of  the  Judges,  it  has  been  efiablilhed 
from  the  time  of  organizing  the  government,  that 
removals  from  offices  Ihould  depend  on  the  plea- 
fare  of  the  executive  power  :  and  you  know  that, 
with  the  above  exception,  the  commiffions  of  all 
officers,  civil  and  military,  appointed  by  the  Prefi- 
dent,  with  the  advice  and  confcnt  of  the  Senate, 
explicitly  declare  that  they  hold  their  offices  *•'  du- 
ring the  pleafure  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States."  Hence  I  conclude,  that  a  compliance  with 
your  requcft  might  form  an  improper,  inconvenient, 
and  unwife  precedent. 

In  my  letter  of  the  17th  I  remarked,  that  **  It 
is  eafy  to  conceive  that  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  may  be  polTcfTed  of  fa^ls  and  in- 
formation, which  would  not  only  juftify,  but  re- 
quire the  recall  of  a  foreign  minifter,  or  the  dil- 
miffion  of  an  officer  at  home,  although  tliey 
fhould  not  furniffi  ground  for  a  legal  inveftiga- 
"  tion."     For  inftance  ;  communications  might  be 
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received,  entitled  to  credit,  but  under  rcflriclions 
which  would  not  permit  a  diiclofure ;  wljile,  to  ad- 
mit the  principle  you  contend  for,  would  be  to  fhut- 
the  door  to  intelligence  of  infidelity  in  public  offi- 
cers ;  efpecially  in  diplomatic  agents,  who,  retiding 
in  foreign  countries,  are  removed  from  the  imme. 
diate  obfervation  of  their  own  Government. 

Again,  the  want  of  confidence,  from  whatever 
caufe  it  may  arife,  is  a  good  reafon  for  changing  a 
diplomatic  agent.  If  he  is  found  on  experience  to 
be  deficient  in  judgment,  Ikill,  or  diligence,  or  if 
circumftances  infpire  a  reafonable  doubt  of  the  fin- 
cerity  of  his  views,  he  cannot  with  prudence  be 
continued ;  for  it  is  elTential  that  there  fhould  be 
full  confidence  in  him.  A  diplomatic  agent,  al- 
though his  official  communications  have  a  fair  ap- 
pearance, may  hold  intimate  and  improper  cor- 
refpondences,  on  political  fubje'51s,  with  mea 
known  to  be  hoftile  to  the  Government  he  repre- 
fents,  and  whofe  adions  tend  to  its  iubverfion.  He 
may  even,  from  mitlaken  views  of  the  interefis  of 
his  own  country,  countenance  and  invite  a  con- 
du61:  in  another,  derogatory  from  its  dignity,  and 
injurious  to  thofe  interefis. 

The  foregoing  are  cafes,  in  which  the  neceffary 
confidence  of  a  Government  muft  be  abated  or  dc- 
{troyed  :  and  yet  the  circumfiances  might  be  fuch 
as  could  not  prudently  be  brought  to  a  formal  dif- 
cuffion.  More  may  be  imagined  to  efiablifh  the 
principle,  that,  in  regard  to  various  public  officers, 
it  is  eiTential  that  there  fhould  be  a  difcrction  to 
remove,  without  an  obligation  to  aflign  reafons. 
In  the  cafe  of  a  diplomatic  charadler,  they  apply 
with  extraordinary  force. 

It  is  not  true  that  a  removal  from  office  necefiTa- 
rily  hnplies  a<Slual  mifcondud.  It  may  merely 
imply  a  want  of  ability.     Or  in  rcfpedt  to  a  Minil- 
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ter,  it  may  imply  only  a  change  in  political  af- 
fairs, which  demands,  or  renders  expedient  for 
the  public  good,  the  fubltitution  of  a  different 
chara61er. 

Still  another  inftancc  mav  be  mentioned,  in 
which  a  demand  like  yours  could  not  be  complied 
with.  A  PrefidePit  of  the  United  States  may,  on 
good  grounds,  which  he  referves  to  himfelf,  remove 
a  7)ublic  officer,  previous  to  his  retiring  from  office; 
in  which  cafe  no  officer,  in  the  tlicceeding  Adminif- 
tration,  could  poffibly  affign  the  motives  for  the 
removal. 

Thefe  reafons,  I  conceive,  are  fufficient  to  juflify 
the  determination,  taken  in  my  letter  of  the  17th 
inft.  and  render  unneceffary  a  particular  examina- 
tion of  your  obfervations,  or  anfwers  to  your  nu- 
merous quellions.  There  is  no  difpofition  to  treat 
you,  or  any  other  man,  with  injuftice  ;  but  the  Go- 
vernment cannot,  for  the  fake  of  indulging  your 
fenlibility,  facrifice  a  great  national  principle. 

I  will  conclude  with  one  remark.  I  agree  with 
you  that  the  Prefident,  in  uling  that  pleajure  with 
which  the  conftitution  has  invefted  him  for  the 
removal  of  public  officers,  is  bound  to  exercife  it 
with  dilcretion  ;  but  I  deny  that  he  is  bound  on 
every  occalion  to  explain  and  juftify  his  conduct  to 
the  individual  removed  from  office  :  whichj  befide 
other  objcdions,  would  expofe  the  Executive  to 
perpetual  altercations  and  conlroverties  with  the 
officers  removed. 

In  anfwer  to  j'our  note  of  the  19th  infiant,  I 
inform  you,  that  the  revilion  of  your  correfpondencc 
with  the  Department  of  State,  which  you  rcqueft, 
may  take  place  with  the  aid  of  a  clerk,  when  it  Ihali 
fuit  your  own  convenience. 

1  am,  with  due  rcfpc61,  &c. 

From 
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From  Mr.  Pickering  to  Mr,  Alonroe, 

Sir,  Philadelphia,  July  25,  1797. 

It  has  been  deemed  improper,  for  the  reafons  af- 
iigned  in  my  otReial  letters,  lattempt  an  official  ex- 
planation of  the  reafons  and  motives  which  influenced 
the  late  Prefident  in  terminating  your  fundions  as 
the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
to  the  French  Republic.  This  I  fhall  not  venture 
to  do,  in  any  capacity.  But  it  is  in  my  power,  as 
an  individual  citizen,  to  communicate  the  confider- 
atioDs  which  induced  me,  lail  fummer,  when  called 
upon  by  the  Prefident,  in  the  line  of  my  office,  to 
advife  that  this  meafure  fhould  be  taken.  If,  in  this 
form,  my  fentiments  will  give  you  any  fatisfa6Lion, 
and  you  deiire  to  receive  them,  they  fhall  be  fur- 
iiifhed. 

I  have  converfed  with  Mr.  M'Henry  and  Mr, 
Lee  on  this  fubject,  and  in  the  like  forai  you  may 
receive  their  fentiments  refpectively.  Mr.  Wolcott 
being  abfent,  I  can  fay  nothing  in  refpe6l  to  him. 

I  am,  v/ith  duerefpedi,  &c. 

From  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Sir,  Philadelphia,  July  0^0^   1797- 

I  received  and  attended  to  your  official  letter  of 
the  24th,  and  your  private  one  of  the  23th  inftant, 
and  fhall  now  reply  to  both. 

Permit  me  to  prcmife,  that  in  any  difcuffion  which 
has,  or  may  take  place  between  us,  I  have  not,  nor 
ffiall  I  confider  you  in  any  other  than  your  official 
chara6ler,  having  yet  to  learn  what  your  pretentions 
are  to  confidence  as  an  individual  citizen,  or  the 
weight  which  your  opinion  ought  to  have  as  fuch, 
efpecially  in  the  prefent  cale. 

I  think  proper  now  to  obfcrve,  that  when  I  called 
upon  you  for  an  explanation  of  the  motives  of  the 
Adminiflration   in  making  this  attack  upon  me,  it 
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was  not  with  a  view  to  derive  any  information  for 
niyfclf.  I  have  been  too  long  and  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  political  condn(5l,  principles,  and 
views  of  the  Adminiftration,  not  to  know  what  its 
motives  were  in  that  rcfpedl,  without  any  aid  from 
you.  Indeed,  knowing  what  my  condudt  was,  and 
what  your  views  are,  of  which  a  feries  of  fa6ls  and 
circumttances  leave  no  doubt  on  my  mind,  I  had  no 
expc6iation  of  obtaining  from  you  any  thing  like  a 
candid  anfwer.  On  the  contrary,  1  expected  an 
evalive  one,  dealing  in  hints  and  innuendos  thrown 
out  to  divert  the  mind  from  the  true  objecft  of  inquir}\ 
Nor  have  I  been  difappointed  in  my  expectation ; 
for  I  am  perfuaded  that  no  impartial  perfon  can 
read  youj*  feveral  letters  upon  this  fubjedl  without 
entertaining  the  fame  opinion  of  them. 

I  expedied  even  a  difguife  of  the  real  motive,  and 
l)y  every  pofiible  artifice  which  intereft  or  ingenuity 
could  fuggefl,  becaufe  I  knew  the  real  motive  could 
not  be  avowed ;  and  fuch,  I  am  perfuaded,  will  be 
the  opinion  of  every  impartial  perfon  who,  after 
reading  your  letters,  traces  the  true  motive,  by  a 
corre6t  analyfis  of  thofe  fadls  and  circumftances 
to  which  I  allude. 

I  called  upon  you  in  that  fpirit  of  candour  which 
I  have  ahvays  obferved  towards  the  Adminiftration 
and  others,  and  to  give  you  an  opportunity  to  juf- 
tify  your  condudl  by  your  own  arguments,  and 
thereby  place  it  in  the  light  you  wiflied  it  to  fiand. 
But  this  you  have  refuted  to  do,  and  for  reafons 
the  molt  extraordinary  :  in  calling  upon  you,  then, 
1  have  acted  confiftently  with  my  own  principles  ; 
and  in  refuting  to  comply,  you  have  taken  a  ground 
for  which  the  Adminiftration  is  refponfible. 

I  forbear  to  difcufs  again  the  Iblidity  of  that  prin- 
ciple  which    fuppofes    every  public   officer  of  the 
United  States  (the  Judges  excepted)  a  menial  fervant' 
to  tlie  Prefident  ;  a  principle   which,  if  clUblilhed, 
3  vaiiilLca 
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banlfhes  from  the  bofom  of  every  fucb  officer  all 
regard  for  country,  every  noble  and  patriotic  fenti- 
ment ;  and  makes  him  dependant,  not  upon  the 
integrity  and  propriety  of  his  own  conduct,  but 
Ijpon  tlie  perfonal  favour  of  his  faperior.  Iffuch 
were  the  cafe,  what  confidence  could  the  people  of 
America  repofe  in  any  public  functionary,  lince,  after 
be  gets  into  office,  whatever  may  have  been  his  cha-. 
raster  before,  he  links  into  a  machine,  and  ceafes 
to  be  a  watchful  centinel  over  the  public  rights  and 
intcrcfrs  ?  Iffuch  v/ere  the  cafe,  the  principles  and 
practice  of  our  free  sfovernraent  are  denarted  from, 
and  the  mofl  flavifh  dodtrines  of  the  moft  flavifh 
governments  are  introduced  in  their  flead ;  and 
that  fuch  muft  be  the  cafe  is  obvious,  if  the  Executive 
can  exercife  ihe  dilcrction  you  fpeak  of  in  the  plea- 
furable  manner  you  contend  for,  and  without  ac- 
counting for  any  of  its  a<fls,  or  the  motives  of  them, 
in  any  cafe,  to  the  party  injured,  the  public,  or  any 
pcrfon  whatever.  This  doctrine  m.erits  the  attention 
of  the  people  of  America,  becaufe  it  is  a  pernicious 
one.  They  have  provided  in  the  conftilution  they 
have  adopted,  a  fuitable  mode  for  the  appointment 
of  public  officers,  and  which  fuppofcs  a  due  regard  to 
be  paid  to  the  charadlers  of  thole  who  are  appointed, 
and  with  a  view  that  they  may  be  faithfully  ferved. 
They  pay  to  their  pubhc  officers,  Prelident  and  all, 
liberally,  and  ouglit  to  be  faitlifully  ferved.  They 
have  likewife  provided  for,  and  wifh  a  fupervifioii 
of  the  fuperior  over  the  interior  ;  but  I  truft  it  is  their 
intention  that  the  merits  and  charadler  of  the  latter 
fhould  be  eflimated  by  ihe  liandard  of  his  integrity 
and  public  fervices,  and  not  by  the  whim,  caprice, 
or  any  lefs  worthy  motive  of  thofe  above  him. 

Nor  ffiall  I  difcufs  the  Iblidity  of  the  principles, 
or  the  policy  of  the  practice,  you  have  adopted,  of 
opening  a  door  in  your  office  for  the  reception  of 
fpies  and  informers,  to  whole  gommunications,  it  ap- 
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pears,  implicit  faith  is  given,  although  their  names, 
their  chara(51ers,  and  even  the  purport  of  their  de- 
nunciations be  withheld.  This  pradVicc  is  of  great 
antiquity,  and  is  now  in  ule  in  the  defpotic  govern- 
ments of  Europe,  but  I  hoped  never  to  fee  it  tranl- 
plantcd  to  this  fide  of  the  Atlantic;  efpecially  in 
the  deo;ree  to  which  you  extend  it.  I  difmifs  thefe 
topics  from  view,  becaufe  they  are  only  incidental 
to  the  main  obje6l  of  inquiry,  and  involve  principles 
in  which  I  am  not  interefted  otherwife  than  in  com- 
mon with  every  other  American  citizen.  I  have 
noticed  them,  however,  that  their  tendency  may  be 
corrcdllv  underftood. 

But  I  think  proper  to  make  a  few  comments  upon 
the  hints  and  innuendos  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  24th,  and  with  a  view  to  place  them,  and  your 
conduct  in  making  them,  in  their  true  light. 

You  fuggeft  many  cafes  which,  provided  they  ex- 
ifted,  you  lay,  would  juftify  the  Executive  in  the 
removal  and  cenfure  of  a  public  minifter,  or  other 
officers;  fuch,  for  example,  as  a  "  defedl  of  judg- 
ment, fkill,  or  diligence;  the  want  of  confidence  in 
him  by  the  Adminiftration  ;  his  holding  improper 
correfpondence  with  men  known  to  be  hoftile  Xo 
the  government  he  reprcfents,  and  v^hofe  actions 
tend  to  its  fubverfion  ;  his  countenancing  and  in- 
viting, from  a  miftaken  view  of  the  interefl  of  his 
own  country,  a  conducft  in  another  derogatory  from, 
and  injurious  to,  thofe  intercfls,  &c."  The  exift- 
cnce  of  any  of  thefe  cafes,  you  fay,  would  juftily 
the  removal  of  any  public  minifler. 

Jt  is  not  my  intention  to  contcft  with  you  abftradt 
principles;  becaufe  I  will  readily  admit,  that  if  a 
public  officer  be  incompetent  to  the  duties  of  his 
office,  whether  it  proceed  iTom  want  of  judgment, 
fkill,  or  diligence;  if  he  be  the  tool  or  partifan  oi 
another  country  againfl  the  honour  and  tnterejt  of  his 
own  ;  or  be  ajfociated  WiiXi  foreigjiers  of  any  defcrip- 
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tion  whatever,  or  with  the  agents  or  creatures  of 
foreign  powers,  in  promoting  any  plan  oi  conffiracy, 
again  11  injur red'ion  in,  or  diforganization  of,  his  own 
country;  that  in  any  and  every  fuch  cafe,  fuch 
officer,  whether  he  be  employed  at  home  or  ahroady 
ought  to  be  difmified  and  difgraced,  or  rather  fe- 
verely  punillied ;  for  difgrace  upon  thofe  who  are 
capable  of  committing  fuch  enormities,  is  no  pu- 
nifhment  at  all.  But  do  you  mean  to  apply  any  of 
thefc  imputations  to  me  ?  If  fo,  why  not  avow  it,  and 
prefent  your  proof?  Would  it  not  be  more  manly 
fo  to  do,  than  to  deal  in  innuendo  and  infinuation, 
which,  without  making  you  refponfible  for  any 
charge,  are  perhaps  intended  to  be  underftood  as 
fuch  ?  Or  do  you  hope  that  we  fhall  take  thefe  in- 
nuendos  for  fadl  without  your  declaring  them  to  be 
fo,  or  producing  any  teftimonies  to  fupport  them  ? 
This  might,  perhaps,  promote  your  views  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  but  would  certainly  not  promote  the 
caufe  of  truth. 

With  refpe6t  to  the  clamour  which  is  fo  incef- 
fantly  raifed  (and  of  which  you  feem  difpofed  to 
avail  yourfelf  in  the  prefent  inftance)  of  danger  to 
the  Government  from  the  exercife  of  freedom  of  opi- 
nion in  debate  and  writing,  or  of  your  infinuation 
that  I  had  improper  corrcfpondence  with  any  fuch 
perfons,  it  is  one  which  merits  no  reply.  I  have 
no  correfpondent  in  whom  I  repofe  confidence, 
who  has  not  given,  at  leafl,  as  ftrong  proof  of  his 
attachment  to  good  government  and  good  order, 
and  who  is  not  as  much  interefted  (perhaps  much 
more  fo)  in  the  prefervation  of  thofe  bleffings  as 
yourfelf,  or  any  of  thofe  who  make  the  loudeft  cla- 
mour on  that  fubjeifl.  -Nor  have  I  had  a  commu- 
nication with  any  perfon  or  perfons  whilft  employed 
abroad,  or  at  any  other  time,  of  a  public  nature, 
but  with  a  view  to  preferve  the  Government  and  the 
Union   entire  ;    always  feeking  to   counteract   the 
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d'lfiinifing,  diforganizing  projedls  of  thofe  vihofecretly 
wifh  to  iubvert  them.  Do  you  know  of  any  corre- 
fpondence  of  mine  exhibiting  an  oppofite  chara6ier, 
or  having  an  oppofite  tendency  ?  If  you  do,  produce 
it,  and  then  we  will  difcufs  this  point  farther.  But 
till  thenj  fhall  conlider  this  innuendo  like  the  others, 
as  being  thrown  out  only  to  obfcure  the  fubject, 
and  divert  the  mind  from  the  true  object  of  in- 
quiry. 

And  upon  the  point  of  confidence  between  the 
Adminiftration  and  myfelf,  with  refpect  to  the  pe- 
riod of  its  commencement  and  termination  on  both 
iides  (if,  indeed,  it  ever  exilted  on  theirs  in  the 
Ttew  in  which  I  believed  it  did),  with  the  caufe  which 
rr«qatcd  and  deflroyed  it,  I  fliall  fay  but  little  at- 
prefcnt,  becaufe  it  is  a  very  important  one,  and  re- 
quires to  be  more  fully  illuttratcd  than  the  nature 
of  this  communication  will  admit  of.  This  point 
involves  in  it  the  vvhole  policy  of  the  Adminiftra- 
tion in  my  milpon  and  recall,  and  will,  I  think,  when, 
fully  underftood,  tend  eftentially  to  illuftrate  the 
condu6f,  principles,  and  views  of  the  Adminiilratioii. 
during  this  great  and  intereiting  criiis  of  human 
aiihirs.  I  think  proper,  however,  to  obferve  here, 
that  whatever  may  be  the  opiiiion  of  the  world  as 
to  the  merits  of  the  Adminifiratiori  in  thefe  refpefts,. 
or  of  its  conducl  towards  me  through  the  whole  of  my 
million,  I  can  fi-iOw  in  the  molt  latisfaClory  manner, 
that  my  political  characfter  and  principles,  whilft  a 
ine.mber  of  the  American  Senate,  and  whilft  Mi- 
niller  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  with  the 
French  Republic,  were  always  the  liime  ;  and  that 
in  both  ftations,  and  in  every  viciffitude  of  our  af- 
fairs, it  was  the  conftant  and  laborious  effort  of  my 
life  to  preferve  peace,  harmony,  and  perfect  amity 
between  the  two  republics.  I  can  fhow,  too,  that 
thofe  efforts  had  produced,  and  wereftill  producing, 
a  good  effcr:>,  of  which  tlic  Adminiftration  liad  full 
2  knowledge 
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knowledge  at  the  very  moment  when  it  endeavoured 
to  imprefs  the  public  with  a  behef  that  1  had  failed 
to  do  my  duty. 

•  The  Adminiftration  may,  perhd^s,  find  it  here- 
after expedient  to  explain  why  I  was  invited  to  ac- 
cept that  million,  and  confided  in  at  that  time  ;  and 
why  that  confidence  was  withdrawn  afterwards. 
Were  my  political  character  and  principles  lets 
known  in  the  former  Itage  than  in  the  latter  ?  I  pre- 
fijme  not ;  for,  at  the  time  when  I  was  invited  tp 
accept  this  mifilon  to  the  French  Republic,  I  was 
a  member  pf  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
had  acted  with  fuch  dccifion  upon  all  topics  which 
came  before  that  body  as  to  leave  no  doubt  with 
any  one  what  my  political  principles  were.  Was 
there  any  particular  obje61:  in  view,  depending  any 
where,  at  the  former  period,  and  which  my  appoint- 
ment to  the  French  Republic  might  then  promote  ? 
And  did  the  accomplilhment  of  that  object  produce 
a  change  in  the  policy  of  the  Adminiftration  towards 
that  republic,  and  of  what  nature  was  that  obje6\  ? 
I  fuggeft  thefe  ideas  incidentally  only,  and  without 
meaning  to  go  fully  into  them. 

So  much  1  have  thought  proper  to  fay  in  reply  to 
the  hints  and  innuendos  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  24th,  and  which,  I  prefume,  will  fully  explain 
3^our  motives  in  roaking  them.  1  will  now  proceed 
to  another  point  of  more  importance  in  the  prelent 
inquiry. 

The  change  in  the  political  fituation  of  the  United 
States  is  too  obvious  and  interefting  not  to  attradt 
the  attention  and  excite  the  fenfibility  of  even  thofe 
who  are  the  leafl  obfervant.  A  few  years  pafi,  the 
name  of  America  was  a  venerable  name  in  the  ca- 
talogue of  nations.  It  commanded  the  rcfpe(5l  and 
drew  tlic  fympathetic  attention  of  ail  powers  and  of 
all  men.  Her  commerce  and  her  airriculture  fiou- 
jifhed  l>and  ill  hand,  and  her  people  were  happy  ; 
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beloved  by  her  ancient  friends,  and  dreaded  by  her 
ancient  foes,  there  was  no  cloud  in  the  political  ho- 
rizon to  darken  her  profpeds.  A  coalition  of  ty- 
rants, it  is  true,  whofe  avowed  obie6t  it  was  to  ex- 
tirpate liberty  from  off  the  face  of  the  globe,  excited 
ULCafinefs  for  a  while.  Soon,  however,  the  ftrong  and 
potent  arm  of  Republicanifm  crufhed  its  efforts,  and 
averted  the  ftorm.  But  what  reverfe  has  now  taken 
place;  and  where  v,/ill  the  cataftrophe  end  ?  Our 
national  character  has  not  only  already  greatly  de- 
clined, and  our  commerce  and  agriculture  greatly 
fuffered,  but  we  are  upon  -the  point  of  being  involved 
in  a  war  with  our  ancient  and  deferving  ally,  now 
become  a  republic  after  our  example,  and  on  the  fide 
of  the  remnants  of  that  fiime  coalition  which  was 
lately  armed  againft  the  liberties  of  the  world. 
Strange  and  almofi  incredible  event  indeed !  By 
what  means  has  this  change  been  produced  ?  Much 
has  been  faid  and  done  by  the  Adminiftration,  not 
limply  to  exculpate  itlelf  from  all  blame  in  that  re- 
fpeit,  but  to  criminate  others,  and,  when  called  upon, 
to  ftate  and  fubilantiate  its  charges.  What  has  been 
the  refult  ?  Let  your  letters  fhow. 

It  is  now  time  to  clofe  this  fubjecSl,  and  to  bring 
into  view  an  important  queftion  which  mull  be  de- 
cided on.  Has  the  Adminiftration  performed  its 
duty  to  its  country  in  thefe  great  concerns,  and 
acquitted  itfelfto  the  public  as  it  ought  to  have 
done?  In  my  judgment  it  has  not.  Might  we  not 
have  avoided  this  crilis  by  other  and  obvious  mea- 
fures  more  conliftent  with  our  national  honour  and 
interef}-,  and  without  expoling  ourfelves  to  any  real 
danger  whatever  ?  In  my  judgment  we  might.  In  this 
latter  view  the  fubjedl  acquires  new  importance,  and 
is  entitled  to  more  particular  attention. 

You  will   readily  perceive  that  our  fellow-citizens 
in  general  arc  deeply  intercfled  in  the  feveral  points 
in  di/cuflion  between  us ;  to  whom  it  likewife  be- 
longs 
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longs  to  efllmate  yours  and  my  condu6l ;  and  1  now 
think  proper  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  my  intention 
to  carry  the  fubjedl  before  that  enhghtened  and  im- 
partial tribunal,  with  all  the  lights  which  I  poflefs. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  due  refpe<51:,  &c. 

From  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

,  Julyzi,  1797. 
Mr.3  Monroe  requefts  Col.  Pickering  to  inform 
his  colleagues  that  the  evident  impropriety  of  his 
having  any  communication  otherwife  than  with  the 
Adminiftration  itfelf  upon  an  a61:  for  which  he  holds 
the  Adminiftration  refponfible,  precludes  his  re- 
ceiving from  them,  as  individual  citizens,  any  in- 
formation whatever  refpediing  the  motives  which 
governed  them  in  the  cafe  referred  to.  He  declined 
this  with  the  greater  pleafure,  becaufe  the  courfe  he 
finds  it  neceliary  to  adopt  for  examination  and  de- 
velopement  of  this  fubjecl,  generally  offers  to  thofe 
gentlemen,  as  individual  citizens,  an  opportunity  to 
communicate  the  motives  of  their  conduct:,  in  that 
cafe,  to  the  community  at  large,  through  which 
channel  only  can  he  attend  to  them  *. 

Noah 


*  Thus  is  Citizen  Monroe  following  clofe  upon  the  heels  of 
the  "  Knight  of  the  diji'mguijhed  Order."  All  the  Minifters  of 
France,  and  that  of  her  natural  allies,  having  made  their  appeal 
from  the  Government  to  the  people,  our  difcarded  Minivers,  our  own 
dijiinguijhed  knights,  are  following  their  example,  left  the  excellent 
practice  fliould  grow  out  of  faQiion. 

It  is  very  probable  that  the  Government  will  not  condefcend  to 
enter  into  a  detail  of  the  reafons  for  recalling  this  frenchified  Ame- 
rican Minifter  ;  but  that  fufficient  reafons  exifted,  every  one,  ex- 
cept a  few  hoodwinked  idiots,  is  very  well  convinced  ot.  General 
as  this  conviftion  if,  however,  I  cannot  promite  that  I  fliall  for- 
bear to  bring  forward  thofe  aftions  of  his,  which,  I  am  certain, 
without  any  thing  more,  ought  to  have  produced  his  recall.  Let^ 
him  go  on  with  his  vindication,  and  then  let  him  prepare  himfelf 
for  a  laliite  from  my  battery. 

At  prefenC  I  fh'all  only  obferve,  that  it  is  my  fincere  opinion, 
that  his  firft  letter  to  Mr.  Pickering  was  written  on  the  other  fide 
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Noah  IVehJier  fays,  that  the  Members  of  Par- 
liament, '*  in  oppofition  to  Adminiltration,  have 
'•  made  their  laft  eflbrt  to  ftem  the  I'ule  nf  mU, 
*^  nijterial  and  crown  influence  by  a  propofition  for  a 
"  reform  in  the  national  rcprefentation.  We  have 
'f  not  the  whole  of  the  debates  ;  but  Mr.  Fox's  quef- 
"  tion  is  one  of  the  moft  luminous  difplays  of  ar- 
''  gum_ent  and  eloquence  that  has  ever  adorned  the 
"  debates  of  Parliament.  He  declares,  and  v/e 
*'  are  Jtrongly  inclined  to  believe  his  opnlon  to  be  juji, 
<^  that  fuch  a  reform  is  the  laft  and  only  chance  to 
'^  fave  the  prefent  confutation  *." 


Satuf.day,  5^^' August. 

Span'ijli   Minifter. — Mr.  Porcupine,     Among  the 
charges    alleged  againll  the  Secretary  of  State   by 

of  the  water,  probably  by  his  friend  Barras  himfelf.  That  it  is  a 
tranflation  from  the  Ficncli,  no  one  who  pays  attention  to  the 
phrafeology  of  it,  can  doubt  for  a  moment.  For  inflance  :  "  This 
*'  explains  the  caufe  why  I  did  not  render  my f elf  here  at  a  much 
*'  earlier  period." — Do  we  ever  make  ufe  of  this  idiom  in  Engiifli  ? 
No  ;  we  fay,  "  This  is  the  reafon  why  1  did  not  retur?!  hither — 
*'  why  I  did  not  come  home'' — or  fome  fuch  expreffion.  What  Ihould 
we  think  of  a  man  who,  coming  too  late  for  dinner,  were  to  fay  ; 
''  ^  beg  jMrdon  for  not  rendering  inyfelf fooner  •■,'*^  or  of  another, 
who  fliould  fay  to  his  friend:  "Dome  the  pleafure  to  render 
*'  yourfelf  to  my  houfe  this  evening."  Should  we  not  fay  at  once, 
that  the  fpeakers  were  foreigners  ?  The  French  fay  :  ''Je  ne  me  ren- 
dois  pas  iii  ;  that  is,  J  did  not  render  nyf elf  here  \  and  I  defy  the 
difcarded  Minifter  to  find  me  fuch  a  mode  of  expreffion  in  any  other 
language  whatever.  In  our?,  it  is  fo  far  from  being  in  ufe,  that 
it  is  abfoluely  without  meaning,  and  could  uot  poffibly  have  been 
adopted  but  by  a  tranflator  who  thought  a  ftiiift  adherence  to  the 
Jftter  of  his  original  paramount  to  every  other  confideration. 

*  Thus  is  poor  Noah,  from  being  the  eulogift  of  Mr.  Pitt,  be- 
come a  convert  to  the  pauper  and  his  crew.  This  is  moft  abomi- 
nable, to  be  Aire  j  yet  I  cannot  lay  but  I  love  to  fee  him  flnft. 
He  docs  it  in  fuch  a  plaufible  way,  ai.d  with  fo  much  gravity.  He 
really  holds  a  sandle  to  the  Pevil  with  the  belt  grace  of  any  man  \ 
ivcrfaw, 
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the  Spanlfli  Miniiter,  there  is  bnt  one  which  does  not 
carry  its  own  refutation  on  its  forehead  ;  and  that  one, 
though  capable  of  an  eafy  and  complete  aniwer  by  a 
recurrence  to  dates  and  a    few   well-known   fa^^s, 
feems  to  have  efcaped  the  attention  of  thofe  writers 
who  have  commented  with  i'o  much  fpirit  and  juftice 
on  the  other  parts  of  tlie  attack.     I  allude  to  that 
part  of  the  Spanilh  Minifrcr's  publication  where  he 
accufes  the  Secretary  of  State   with   having  delayed 
for  feveral  days  to  lay  before  the  Prehdent  certain 
intimations  which  he  had  communicated  refpedting 
an  intended  expedition   againft  Louifiana  from  Ca- 
nada.    This  intimation,  the  Minifter  fays,  was  made 
on  the  2d  of  March  ;  and  that  on  the   9th  he  had 
an  interview  with  the  Prefident,  who  had  not  then, 
heard  of  it.     From  the  printed  correfpondence  it  ap- 
pears, that  on  the  iith  of  March  it  had  been   laid 
before  the  Preiident,  and  an  aniwer  given.     With- 
out remarking  on  the  impertinence  of  a  foreign  Mi- 
niiter's  talking  to  the  Prefident  about  public  affairs, 
the  only  proper  channel  for  which  he  knew  to  be  the 
Secretary  of  State  ;  or  the  indecency  of  detailing  in 
the  newfpapers  the  particulars  of  a  private  and  un- 
official converfation,  I  will  content  myfelf  with  call- 
ing the  attention  of  your  readers  to  the  date  of  this 
tranfacition.     The  id  of  March  was  one  day  before 
the  late  Prefident  was  to  retire  from  his  office.     To 
make  the  communication  to  him,  therefore,  would 
have  been  futile,  becaufe  it  would  not  have  been  pof- 
lible  for  him  to  a6l  upon  it ;  there  not  being  time  to 
make  the  neceffary  previous  inquiries  before  his  func- 
tions mufl  expire.  The  fame  confideration  would  have 
rendered  it  improper  to  communicate  even  the  Mi- 
nifter's  verbal    information,  which  he  lavs    that  he 
gave   three  days   fooner  ;  for   with   the  addition  of 
thofe  three  days,  it  was  impoffible  to  imagine  that 
the  Prefident  could  take  any   fleps   in  the  bufinefs. 
Was  it  not  better,  therefore,  to  defer  the  communi- 
cation till  the  new  Prefident  Ihould  come  into  of- 
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fice,  and  make  it  to  him  ?  Every  body,  moreover, 
knows  the  prefs  of  pubHc  biifiners  at  that  moment. 
It  was  fo  great,  that  Congrefs  lat  almotl  the  whole  day 
of  the  2d,  and  until  paft  eleven  o'clock  on  the  night 
of  the  3d.  From  the  journals  o(  the  two  Houfes  it 
appears,  that  as  many  as  twenty-eight  acls  and 
refolutions,  Ibme  of  them  very  long  ones,  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Prefident  on  thofe  two  days,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  mofl:  of  them  had  been  fent  to  him. 
It  is  well  known  that  he  hardly  had  time  to  read 
them ;  and  on  the  3d  was  adlually  obliged  at  an 
early  hour  to  leave  the  company  at  his  own  table 
for  that  purpofe. — Under  all  ihefe  circumitances  it 
was  hardly  to  be  expcdled,  one  Vv'ould  think,  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  fhould  immediately,  without 
previous  inquiry,  run  with  this  new  affair  to  the 
Prefident,  overwhelmed  as  he  was  with  bulinefs, 
andjuft  at  the  moment  of  quitting  the  ofhce.  On 
the  4th,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  new  Prefident  entered 
on  his  funcvtions.  He  could  not  immediately  in  the 
courfe  of  that  afternoon  go  to  work  ;  unlefs,  indeed, 
fome  great  and  prefiing  affair  had  demanded  his  at- 
tention. It  may  befaid  that  his  active  duties  did  not 
commence  till  the  morning  of  the  5th.  Whoever 
will  refiedl  on  the  great  variety  of  affairs  which  muH 
have  picffed  on  his  attention  at  that  moment  from 
all  the  departments,  with  the  bufinefs  and  fituation  of 
which,  efpecially  that  of  Itate,  comprifing  foreign  af- 
fairs, it  was  his  duty  to  make  himfelf  immediately 
accjuainted  ;  and  will  at  the  lame  time  recollect,  that, 
from  the  morning  of  the  4th  and  5th  to  the  nth, 
when  the  Spanifh  Minifler  received  an  anfwer  to 
his  communication,  only  fix  days  had  clapfed,  will 
be  inclined  to  wonder  at  the  difpatch  uled  in  this 
trivial  affair.  I  call  it  trivial,  not  with  refpedl  to 
the  thing  itlclf,  but  to  the  information  on  which  it 
refted,  and  which  amounted  to  nothing  more  than 
a  vague  and  general  intimation  from  a  foreign  Mi- 
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nifter,  unfupported  by  proofs  of  any  kind,  accom- 
panied by  no  details  or  particular  fa6ts  on  which  the 
Government   could  a6t,  and  lince  proved  to  have 
been    wholly  unfounded ;    for  it  will  be   obferved, 
in   all   that   has   tranlpired  of  Blount's  confpiracy, 
there   is  not  one  word,  nor  even   a  hint  about  an 
expedition    from  Canada. — And   yet    the  Secretary 
of  State  is  abufed  in  the  moft  opprobrious  manner 
by  this  perfon,  who  forgets  equally  what   is  due  to 
decorum  and  felf-refperf ;  and  the  vileft  iniinualions 
are  levelled  again  ft  his  charader  and  public  conduct, 
becaufe    fix  days  were  fufFered  to  elapfe  before  the 
Prefident,  prelled  as   he   was  by    the  weight    and 
multiplicity  of  public  bufinefs  which  demanded  his 
attention    at   the  moment   of  coming    into   office, 
was    troubled    with  an  intimation  of  this  kind  ! — 
After  all,    had  this  delay  been  longer,   or  lets  necef- 
fary,  the   Spanifh    Minifter   fhould  have  been  the 
laft  perfon  on  earth  to  complain  of  it ;  for  he  had 
himfelf  been  guilty  of  a  much  greater  in  an  aliair 
of  far  fuperior  importance ;  and  where  he  had  not 
even  the  appearance  of  a  plaufible  excufe.     On  the 
16th  of  March,  as  appears  by  the  fame  printed  cor- 
refpondence,  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  order  of  the 
Prefident,  applied  to  this  Minifier  to  know  whether 
any,  and  what  fteps  had  been  taken  by  the  Spanifli 
Government  for  evacuating  the  pofts  on  the  Miffifiip- 
pi.  He  faw  no  anfwertill  the  17  th  of  April.     On  that 
day  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  and 
declared  that  he  had  been  prevented  from  aniwering  it 
*'  by   an  indifpofition  from  which  he  had  not  yet 
"  fully  recovered.     In  this  interval  however,  of  a 
month  and  a  day,  it   is  perfe611y   well  known  that 
he  was  not  prevented  from   tranfadling  bufinefs  at 
home,   or  going  abroad  ;  and  yet  he  was  prevented 
from  giving  an  anfwer  to  a  letter  officially  addrefiTcd 
to  him,  as   he  knew,  by   exprefs  order  of  the  Pre- 
fident, and  relating  to  a  fubjeaof  no  lefs  importance 

than 
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than  the  execution  of  a  treaty  !  His  letter  of  the 
17th  is  very  fhort ;  merely  frating  that  he  was  fur- 
nifhed  with  no  information  whether  arransfemcnts 
were  made  or  not  for  evacuating  the  pofts.  This 
fhort  anfwer  he  was  for  a  whole  month  prevented 
from  giving  by  an  indifnofition  which  did  not 
even  confine  him  to  his  houfe  for  a  fortnight.  It 
is  indeed  ^^  fact,  the  undeniable  proof  of  which 
exifts,  and  will  appear  before  the  public  in  due  time, 
that  on  or  about  the  20th  of  March,  four  davs 
after  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter  was  written, 
and  when  in  common  civility  it  fhould  already  have 
been  anfwcred,  the  Spanifh  Miniftcr  did  receive 
perfons  on  bufinefs,  and  wrote  at  confiderable 
length.  He  knows  that  proof  of  this  fa6l  exifrs 
out  of  his  power,  and  therefore  he  will  not  contradict 
it.  What  then  mufc  be  thought  of  his  afTertion, 
that  he  was  prevented  for  a  month  by  indifpolition 
from  anfwering  the  important  and  official  inquiry 
pf  the  Secretary  of  State  ?  The  anfwer  itfelf,  when 
he  did  give  it,  was  as  little  conformable  to  a  candid 
and  friendly  condudl  as  the  delay  was  to  good 
manners,  or  the  excufe  for  it  to  truth.  Though 
evafively  and  ambignouflj  exprelTed,  it  is  calculated 
to  convey  the  idea  that  he  did  not  know  whether 
the  treaty  was  about  to  be  executed  or  not. — His 
words  are :  "  Several  months  have  elapled  lince  I 
received  a  letter  from  the  Baron  de  Caiondelet,  and 
ofcourfe  I  am  deprived  of  any  information  touching 
the  fteps  taken  tor  the  execution  of  the  treaty." 
This  is  even  calculated  to  leave  an  impreffion,  that 
the  treaty  was  to  be  executed,  though  he  was  not 
informed  of  the  fieps  taken  for  that  purpofe.  Set- 
ting afidc  the  impoffihility  of  believing  that  a  Spanifh 
Miniftcr  here  ihould  have  been  feveral  months 
without  receiving  letters  from  the  Governor  of  a 
Spanith  province  adjoining  our  territories,  with 
whom  it  was  his  cuAom  and  his  duty  to  correfpond, 
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it  remains  perfe6lly  certain  that  this  man,  while  he 
was  pretending  to  know  nothing  about  the  matter, 
and  leaving  our  Government  under  an  impreffion 
that    the  treaty  was  going  into    execution,    knew 
perfectly  well  that  it  would  not  be  executed :  for 
it  appears  from  the  fame  printed  correfpondence,  that 
at  the  time    of  writing  this  anfwer  he  had  giveno 
the   Baron  de    Carondelet  that  information   about 
the  invafion     from     Canada,     all  the    particulars 
whereof  he  concealed  from  our  Government,  highly 
intereftcd  as   it  was  in  knowing  them,  and  which 
was  immediately  rnade  the  pretext  for  withholding 
tlie  pofts  on  the  Miffiflippi.     When  the  people  of 
America  fhall  have  refle6led  on   tbefe  facls,    and 
compared    them   with  the   printed  correfpondence, 
and  the  letter  of  the   Spanilli   Minifler,  they   will 
decide    how    far  his  conduct   has   been    confifrent 
with    decency,    his    aflertions    with    truth,    or   his 
chartres  airainft  the   Secretary  of  State  with  iuftice 
and  propriety.  Civis. 

SYMPATHY. 

However  various  are  the  minds  of  men,  ' 

Hcwe'er  in  gentral  points  they  difagree, 

Yet  are  they  moftly  bound  in  one  fine  chi>in, 
Which  is  no  lefs  than  ^tnlXc  fympathy. 

Almoftin  every  bread  it  flily  deals 

When  hearing  ftories  of  congenial  woe  ; 

And  much  we  fear  for  thofe  wholuffer  ills, 
Which  we  have  known,  or  which  we  fear  to  knowj. 

Tell  Jack  die  fportfman  you  have  loll  your _/^«, 
He  horns  a  tune,  and  fays  he's  very  forry  j 

But  tell  him  you  have  broke  a  favourite  gun  ; 
He  fwears  and  iighs, — 'tis  quite  a  different  ftory. 

Tell  Bache  that  babbling  Giles  has  Injl  his  tongue^ 
The  hireling  fays  he's  forry  for't,  or  fo  ; 

But,  do  but  hint  that  Lloyd  or  Carey  s  knng^ 

He'll  die  with  fear,  or  break  his  heart  with  v/oe. 

American  Patriotjfm. — Hugh    Connolly,  of  New- 
Xox^.,  is  on  board  a  French  European  privateer,  a6l- 

in'"^ 
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ing  as  an  officer. — One  of  the  French  privateers, 
mentioned  in  our  laft  to  be  taken  by  the  Engliibj 
adually  belonged  to  New- York  :  her  name  was  al- 
tered. 


Monroe. — When  Citizen  Monroe  was  called  to  ac- 
count by  the  health-officers  for  coming  on  fhore 
without  the  ufual  formalities,  he  pleaded  ignorance 
of  the  laws  and  regulations  of  that  office;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  pilot  was  about  to  lofe  his 
place  for  neglecting  to  inform  him  of  them.  The 
man  pleaded  Not  guilty,  and  applied  to  the  Citizen 
for  a  certificate  of  his  having  given  him  all  the  neceffary 
iiformation  on  the  fuhje6i^  which  certificate,  we  un- 
derfland,  was  immediately  given  ! — Let  us  hope,  there- 
fore, that,  in  the  vindication  which  the  Citizen  is  pre- 
paring, he  will  have  the  modefty  to  advance  nothing 
upon  his  own  veracity. 

Scratch  for  Scratch. — Extract:  fi^om  the  Salem  Ga- 
zette.— "  In  the  neat,  elegant,  a}td clajfical  ^^^ev,  called 
*'  The  Farmer  s  Weekly  Mufeum\  we  find  the  follow- 
*^  ing  handfome  tribute  to  editorial  merit ; — '  We 
*'  are  much  pleafed  with  the  ftyle  and  arrangement 
*'  of  the  original  poetical  articles  in  the  Centinel  and 
Salem  Gazette.     The  editor  of  the  firfi:  has  long 
been  celebrated  for  the  naivete  of  his  paragraphs  ; 
and  the  fnmmaty  and  poetical  fele^lions  of  the  laft, 
are  fuperiorto  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  America'." 
What  would  you  think  of  a  man  who  fhould  flop 
you  in  the  flreet  to  tell  you,  that  Mils  fuch  a  one 
thought  him  a  very  handfome  fellow  ?    Would  you 
not  fct  him  down  for  a  fop  of  moft  incorrigible  va- 
nity ?     And  what  then  do  you  think  of  the  editor  of 
the  Salem  Gazette,  who  ftops  you  in  the  midfl  of  his 
news,  to  tell  you  that  the  neat,  elegant j  and  claffical 
Farmers  Mufenm  has  given  his  funmiary  and  poetical 
4  /elections 
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feleB'tons  the  preference  to  every  thing  of  tlic  kind  in 
America  ? 

I  by  no  means  wifh  to  call  in  qucfiion  the  merits 
of  the  Farmer  s  Mufeum,  or  that  of  either  of  the  papers 
it  lb  candidly  and  hberally  commends  ;  but  I  do  call 
in  queftion  the  propriety  of  either  of  thofe  papers 
becoming  the  vehicle  of  thele  commendations.  At 
any  rate,  if  the  editor  of  the  Salem  Gazette  mult  re- 
gale us  with  this  "  luindfrjine  tribute  of  editorial  merit,^'* 
he  fhould  have  forborne  to  accompany  it  with  an  eu- 
logium  on  the  paper  from  whence  this  tribute  was 
taken :  for  though  one  good  turn  may,  and  certainly 
does,  dcferve  another;  though  the  mountebank  doc- 
tor claps  the  clown  on  the  back,  and  the  clown  claps 
the  do61or,  every  Ipedlator  of  common  fenle,  though 
he  laughs  at  their  tricks,  dclpiies  them  both. 


Theophihnthropijis .••^^-  A  fociety,"  fays  a  late  French 
paper,  '*  has  lately  been  formed  in  Paris,  which  every 
friend  to  morality  muft  regard  with  pleafure.  It  is 
called  the  fociety  of  Thcophilanthropijisy  or  JVorfhip- 
pers  of  Godatid  Friends  of  Alan.  They  regularly  ob- 
ferve  the  fabbath  on  every  feventh  day,  correfpond- 
ing  to  Sunday,  giving  the  title  6{  Moral  and  Religious 
Fefiivals  to  their  general  meetings,  which  take  place 
on  this  day  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  Their 
exercifes  conhft  in  reading  and  fpeaking,  interfperfed 
with  tinging.  The  principles  and  forms  adopted  by 
this  inftitution  are  fuch,  that  it  cannot  be  conhdered 
as  an  exclufive  religious  fe6l :  its  objedl  is  to  recall 
to  the  pradlice  of  religious  worfhip  thole  who  are 
now  attached  to  no  particular  form  ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  its  exercifes  may  be  obferved  as  moral  practices 
by  the  difciples  of  all  religions.  This  fociety  does 
not  pretend  to  eflablilh  a  particular  icS.,  neither  ab- 
juring nor  oppofing  the  principles  of  any  other. 
They  have  no  rites,  no  prieflhood.  Their  defign  is 
to  bring  forward  no  opinion  but  what  may  fuit  the 

mora 


3^4  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

moral  and  religious  opinion  of  ever)'  country.  It  i5 
the  eafier  for  them  to  keep  within  thefe  bounds,  as 
their  tenets  are  ibcb,  that  every  one  muft  agree  in  their 
morality ;  Inch  as  can  occaiion  no  feclarian  difputes; 
and  the  name  thev  have  allbmed  comprehending  the 
two  principal  objccls  of  every  feci,  their  duty  to  God 
and  their  rcUow-racn. — A  fccond  fociety  is  formed 
on  the  fame  principles,  with  this  difference,  that  the 
days  of  worfhip  are  celebrated  on  the  decades,  on 
every  tenth  day,  at  the  fame  place  and  hour  with 
the  former  *." 


Monday,  7^'^  August. 

French  Charatier^  Pr'mclpJes^  mid  Views :  hy  afoitthern 
Gentleman. — Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  Gentleman  in 
the  fouthward,  to  lii.s  friend  in  this  city,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  latter  having  fent  him  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Harper's  pam.phlct. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  mark  of 
vour  remembrance,  which  you  have  been  kind 
enough  to  fend  me.  1  have  read  it  with  much  plea- 
fure,  and  am  glad  to  fee  fuch  a  colleclion  of  intereft- 
ing  information  lb  well  commented  upon.  I  only 
hope  it  will  be  as  extenfively  circulated.  I  feel-  great 
fatisfadiion  in  being  able  to  fay,  that  I  agree  with  the 
author  moft  perfectly  in  his  opinions  of  French 
views  and  French  principles,  and  the  neceffity  of 
refifTins;  French  Infolence  and  encroachments.  It 
is  truly  ridiculoi;3  to  hear  them  ftill  talking  of  their 


*  French  phty  is  of  a  very  convenient  kind.  They  laid  it  by 
while  they  butchered  all  the  valuable  part  of  the  nation,  and  let 
loofe  the  ragamuffins  of  other  nations  to  imitate  their  example ; 
but  now  the  rafcals  have  acquired  fome  plunder  (for  this  hypocri- 
tical pretence  about  religion  is  a  mere  political  trick)  ;  now  they 
want  to  prefcrve  what  they  have  ftolen,  they  are  endeavouring  to 
re-humanize  the  favages  that  furiound  them, 
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fe;enerolity,    and   our   obligations,    while  the  only 
Frenchman   perhaps   who  effcntially  promoted  the 
eftablifhment  of  American  independence,  was  Mr. 
De  Graffe,  the  day  on  which  he  broke  his  inftruc- 
tions  and   hazarded  an  engagement   with    Admiral 
Rodney.    That  defeat  humbled  the  pride,  exhaufted 
the  refources,  and  lowered  the  pretentions  of  France  ; 
and  that  alone,  perhaps,  was  tiie  means  of  relcuing 
ns  from  the  common  fate  of  thote  nations  who  have 
been  under  the  neccfhtv  of  calling  in  the  aliifiance 
of  others  more  powerfal  than  themfelves.     The  abo- 
minable  duplicity,    diliimulation,   and   treachery  of 
tVance,  under  the  prefent  as  well  as  under  the  an- 
cient regime,    authorize  any  opinion   of  enormity 
which  the  moft   heated  imagination  can  impute  to 
them  ;   and  nothing  but  the  demon  of  fadtion,  or 
the  imperfedUon,  and  prefumption,  and  infatuation  of 
liuman  natiire,  could  have  obtained  for  that  horde 
of  aiialiins  and  plunderers  any  fort  of  regard  or  re- 
fpeft  among  us.     I  confefs,  hov/ever,  that  my  de- 
teftation  of  the  French  has  not  arifen  quite  fo  much 
from  their  particular  treatment  of  us,  as  from  the  ge- 
neral tenour  of  their  conduct  towards  other  nations, 
and  towards  the  individuals  of  their  own  nation. 

That  wliich  is  common  to  all,  is  not  exclufively 
irrimii^al  in  any  ;  and  t  feel  no  more  for  French  than 
ib^BrJtifh,  or  Dutch,  or  Spanilh,  or  Algerine  fpo- 
liations  :  but  of  the  French  I  have  the  greateft  de- 
teflation,  becaufe  I  have  the  worfl-  opinion  of  their 
national  character.  The  French  imagine  themfelves 
ito  be  a  mild  and  humane  people,  g^y  in  prolperit}', 
and  philofophers  under  afflidlion  ;  that  is,  they  have 
their  fuil  fnare  of  human  vanity,  joined,  perhaps, 
to  good  animal  foirits  ;  but  thole  who  have  no  feel- 
ing  for  themfelves,  how  can  they  feel  for  others  ? 
Betides,  we  have  the  confeffion  of  one  of  the  moft 
prejudiced  of  their  countrymen,  that  "  there  is  not 
fo  ferocious  a  nation  as  the  French/'  ''  that  the  truti 
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French  national  character  is  a  mixture  of  the  tiger 
and  the  monke)-  ;  fometinies  Jhe  monkey  is  upper- 
mofl-,  and  romeiinies  the  tiger."  And  from  the  hor- 
rors of  the  St.  Barthelemi  ;  the  repeated  devaftations 
of  the  Palatinate  ;  the  dreadful  eruehics  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Booergrove  in  Holland,  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Londonderry  in  Ireland;  the-ir  fanguinary 
and  raercilels  fj)irit  in  all  their  civil  wars^  down  to 
the  long  liA  of  atrocities  during  the  prefent  revolu- 
tion :  from  all  thele  we  may  conclude,  that  they  have 
no  more  idea  of  humanity  than  a  tiger,  who  fpares 
only  what  he  cannot  overtake  ;  and  no  more  idea  of 
liberty  than  a  monkey,  who  fees  no  other  ufe  of  it 
than  to  wafte  and  to  defiroy.  All  nations  indeed 
are  not  fit  for  the  ludden  pofieffion  of  freedom,  and 
all,  or  almofl:  all,  have,  I  iuppofe,  been  occafionally 
cruel ;  lome  from  lupcrtlition,  fome  from  jealouiy, 
tome  for  mercantile  profit,  and  the  rclt  for  plunder  : 
but  the  French  are  crviel  for  the  love  of  cruelty.  If 
the  continem.ent  of  individuals  be  juft  andneceliary, 
let  them  be  confined  ;  if  their  deaths  be  jufi  and 
iiccefiary,  let  them  die  ;  but  the  v^-ound  which  mult 
be  iniii6ted,  let  us  inflid:  with  regret,  and  the  mifer- 
able  victim  whom  we  arc  obliged  to  execute,  let  us 
treat  with  gentlenel's.  Let  us  endeavour  to  alleviate 
wliat  we  cannot  avert ;  and  let  us  give  way  to  the 
angry  pafhons,  and  let  usreftraiu  the  offices  of  hu- 
manity, no  farther  than  n)ay  be  ablblutely  neceflary. 
When  a  young  officer  advances  to  llirrender,  and 
offers  up  his  fuord,  it  may  be  necefikry  to  refufe  him 
cjuarter;  JMit  who^,  except  Frenchmen,  would  think 
of  raifing  his  expectations  of  life  by  aifeclcd  affuraucfS 
of  the  molt  profound  refpect,  aud  thegreatetl  pollible 
delire  of  obliging,  in  order  to  have  the  malicious 
pieafurc  of  dalhing  tliofe  iiopcs,  and  of  increaling 
the  titter  of  the  whole  troop  at  his  death,  by  his 
agonies  of  furprii'e  and  dil'appointment  .f*  Who  but 
a  French  Geueral  would  bouft,  as  the  Duke  of  Lux- 
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embourg  did  in  1672,  that  the  defencdefs  and  un- 
refilHng  villages  which  he  wrapt  in  flames,  made -^e".? 
nobles  feux de  jo'ic?  Who  would  exult  that  they  had 
thele  nobles  feux  cle  joie  every  day  as  regularly  as  the 
returns  of  an  ague  ?  What  Legiflature  of  the  prefent 
age  but  that  of  France,  would  think  of  palfing  a 
decree,  de gaiete  de  cceiir,  to  forbid  giving  quarter  to  a 
vanquifhed  enemy  ?  Who  but  they  would  keep  pri- 
loners  in  a  flate  of  prolonged  llarvation,  and  make 
them  ling  merry  fongs  upon  the  advantages  of  living 
a  la  gamelle  ?  Who  elfe  would  imagine  the  bleed- 
ing the  condemned  beforethey  were  led  to  execution, 
in  order  to  dejed  them  by  the  lofs  of  animal  fpirits, 
that  the  dread  of  death  may  be  increafed  and  embit- 
tered, and  that  a  relief  may  be  given  to  the  amufe- 
mentof  the  fpe(5tacle  ?  Who  but  they  Vv'ould  drown 
children  between  a  man  and  a  woman,  that  they 
might  give  it  a  ludicrous  appellation  of  a  marriage  ? 
Who  but  they  would  fuffer  the  hcadlefs  bodies  of  the 
women  whom  they  had  juft-  executed,  to  be  fhoved 
fhoulders  toremoft  from  the  fcafibld  into  the  cart,  in 
order  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  joking  upon  the 
indecent  appearance  made  by  their  reverfed  limbs,  in 
the  laft  con vul lions  ?  Who  but  Frenchmen,  after 
violating  the  lilTers,  and  daughters,  and  wives  that 
were  attending  their  vv^ounded  relations  in  an  hofpital— 
who  but  Frenchmen  would  think  of  amufmg  them- 
felves  with  the  horrid  arrachemens  des poHs,  until  in- 
fulted,  and  outraged,  and  tortured  nature  begged  for 
death  as  a  bleiling  ?  No — French  principles,  and 
French  views  of  aggrandizement,  and  French  lj3olia- 
tions,  are  nothing  in  compariton  of  all  this  ;  they 
may  be  dreadful,  but  they  are  incident  to  humanity^ 
they  are  to  be  guarded  againft  or  relifted  :  but  what 
1  complain  of,  what  I  abhor  and  detail  in  the  French 
national  charadler  is,  that  mixture  of  levity  and  fero- 
cioufnefs,  of  merriment  and  barbarity,  and  tiiat  fa- 
cility of  committing  the  moft  enormous  excelTes,  with 
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a  laugh  or  a  fneer,  or  a  fool-born  jell.  I  am  very 
far  from  imagining  that  all  Frenchmen  are  of  this 
ftamp ;  the  little  that  I  know  of  their  hifiory  convinces 
me  that  they  are  not ;  and  feveral  with  whom  \  liave 
been  perfonally  acquainted,  I  have,  with  alt  my  pre- 
judices againft  their  nation,  refpecfted,  elleemed,  anci 
loved  ;  and  I  have  ahvays  been  taught  toconlider  the 
I'ieux  rnilitaire  FraTigois  as  one  of  the  beft  and  molt 
refpedable  characters  among  men  ;  nor  do  I  imagine 
it  of  much  conlequence,  when  our  heads  are  off, 
whether  the  fpe6fators  laugh  or  crj',  or  whether  we 
are  fhoved  flioulders  foremoft  or  feet  foremoft  into 
the  cart  ;  but  to  a  vv^oman  of  any  decency,  death  it- 
lelf  mutl  be  lets  painful  than  that  aniicipation  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  knows  fhe  is  to  be  expofed  im- 
mediately afterwards;  and  what  veftige  of  human 
kindnels  can  remain  in  hearts  capable  of  laughing 
and  ieiling  at  the  miferies  of  others  ?  The  meafure 
of  injuries  may  be  afcertained  between  nations  as  be- 
tween individuals,  but  the  meafure  of  infuUs  never 
can.  You  may  be  able  to  tell  how  many  fhips, 
and  brigs,  and  fchooners  have  been  taken,  and  the 
value  of  their  cargoes,  and  the  quantum  of  mercan- 
tile profit,  and  the  wliole  may  be  reimburfed  ;  but 
what  payment  or  what  profit  can  fatisfy  an  invafio!> 
of  your  fovereignty,  an  impeachment  of  your  honour 
and  honeity,  and  an  infolent  demand  upon  you  to 
defcend  from  that  equal  ftation  among  tlie  nations  of 
the  earth,  to  which  nature,  and  nature's  God,  entitle 
you  ?  There  is  alweys  too  ibme  excule  for  an  injury  ; 
it  may  be  greatly  convenient,  or  it  may  be  laid  to  be 
fo;  but  an  infult  can  never  be  exculbd,  beraute  it- 
never  can  be  ufcfal.  Mr.  Piuckney  might  have  beert 
difmiiied  by  the  Dircclory,  v/ilhout  their  availing" 
themfelves  of  ^n  obfoletc  idiom  of  their  language, 
iu  order  to  addrefs  him  by  an  olfenlive  appellation, 
and  without  threatening  him  with  their  police. 

French 
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French  Generofity. — Baltimore,  Aua'uft  4. — Moji 
fgreeabk—-if  true. — From  the  Norfolk.  Herald  of 
July  29. — Yefterday  arrived  the  fchooner  William, 
Captain  Linnel,  tlom  Granada,  which  place  he  left 
the  4th  of  July,  in  company  with  the  fchooner 
Nancy,  Palmer,  of  and  from  New- London.  On  the 
9th  inllant,  while  in  company  with  the  above  fchoo- 
ner, about  fix  leagues  eaft  of  St.  Croix,  was  brought 
to  by  tv/o  French  privateers,  which  had  left  Guada- 
loupe  the  day  before  on  a  cruife  ;  they  fent  their  boats 
alonglide  the  two  fchooners,  and  carried  the  two 
captains,  with  their  papers  and  letters,  on  board  the 
privateers ;  after  examining  them,  they  told  them 
that  they  had  particular  orders  not  to  flop  or  difturb 
any  American  velTel,  and  were  very  forry  they  had 
put  them  out  of  their  courfe,  and  treated  them  with 
every  civility.  One  of  the  French  tailors  that  came 
on  board  the  William  had  taken  a  linall  pig,  and 
was  carrying  it  away,  but  the  Captain  of  the  priva- 
teer ordered  him  to  return  i(,  and  threatened  to  pu- 
nifh  him  feverely  if  he  did  the  like  again.  On 
fearching  the  William  they  found  lix  hundred  dollars, 
which  the  mate  had  in  his  care  ;  on  vi/hich  they  ob- 
fervcd  that  there  was  no  need  to  hide  it,  as  they 
fhould  take  nothing  without  it  appeared  to  be  Eiig- 
iifh  property.  One  of  the  privateers  was  a  floop  or 
cutter,  mounting  fourteen  tix-pounders  and  120 
menjthe  other  was  a  fhip  of  twenty-two  fix-pound- 
ers and  191  men.  They  informed  they  were  cruif- 
ing  for  the  Engliih  convoy  that  was  to  leave  the 
Weft  Indies  by  the  24th  inftant.  While  Captain 
Linnel  was  on  board  the  cutter,  flie  carried  away  her 
main  boom,  and  bore  away  for  Porto  Rico*. 

B'lpiop 

*  This  I  take  to  be  a  lure  to  invtlgle  the  Americans  from  home, 
and  to  induce  them  to  fail  from  the  Weft  Indies  without  convoy. 
The  plundering  villains  Ivid  been  ordered  to  let  a  vclVcl  or  two  of 

c  c  3  little 
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Bijhop  of  New-  York, — A  New-York  paper  fays, 
that  a  complete  fet  of  bells  for  Trinity  church  has 
been  received  by  the  Favourite,  Captain  Drum- 
iTiond,  from  London.  Tlic  bells  are  eight  in  num- 
ber, with  the  fixtures  complete  of  frames,  wheels, 
ropes,  &c.  The  largcft  weighs  upwards  of  24001b. 
being  much  heavier  than  anv  other  in  the  city.  .  Mr. 
nice,  formerly  organiil  of  Trinity  church,  and  well 
known  for  his  mulical  iRill,  who  has  intereited  him- 
felf  in  feeing  them  properly  executed,  writes  that  he 
has  heard  them  rung,  and  finds  the  found  entirely 
harmonious  ;  he  adds,  that  the  frames,  being  of  tiie 
beft  Englifh  oak,  will  lad:  leveral  hundred  years 
without  the  leaft  decay  *. 


Tuesday,   8'"  August..  i  r/- 


Freiicli  Craft. — A  member  of  the  French  Divan  has 
propoled,  that  the  Sipiare  of  the  Revolution,  at  Paris, 


ff'tfi  f. 


liule  value  cfcape,  that  the  report  might  fpread  through  the  conti- 
nenr,  and  bring  them  better  prey.  It  was,  as  they  call  it,  donncr 
Tin  oeufpour  at'oir  im  hce2tf\or^  in  the  language  of  Chriftians,/;^-^w- 
ing  ct  fprat  to  catch  a  herring, — Their  hook  is  out,;  they  are  now 
angling  in  all  our  bays ;  nor  have  I  the  leaft  doubt  that  the  credu- 
lity of  our  good  merchants  will  foon  turnifli  them  with  charming 
fport. 

The  way  in  which  this  news  is  announced,  is,  among  thoufands 
of  others,  a  mark  of  that  tamenefs  of  fpnit  that  has  taken  poflef- 
lion  of  the  country.  What  does  it  amount  to  if  true?  That  an 
American  veffel  has  efcnped  being  plundered  on  the  high  Teas, 
though  met  by  a  French  privateer.  Aloft  agrecahle  zx\^  mofi;  au/?;/- 
dcrful  news  indeed  ! — When  a  dozen  or  twenty  of  our  veflels  ar- 
rive in  fafety  under  convoy  of  Britijhjhipsofivar^  the  news  is  never 
announced  as  "  agreeable-"  but,  if  a  rafcally  French  privateer 
fpares  a  tingle  vcfTel,  it  is  immediately  trumpeted  forth  as  tidings 
that  ought  to  gladden  every  heart. 

•*  As  thefe  bells  are  hung  on  the  beft  EvgliJ}:  oak,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  Right  Rev.  Father  in  God,  the  Bifliopof  Now-York, 
will  never  give  his  fpcci-.l  permiflion  for  them  to  be  rung  in  cele- 
bration of  the  viflories  of  the  French  atheifls  (particularly  on  a 
Sunday)^  as  he  did  in  1794. 

whcix; 
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where  tlie  guillotine  flood,  and  where  upwards  of 
a  hundred  heads  were  chopped  off  daily  tor  fcveral 
months,  fliou'd  now  take  the  name  of  the  Square  of 
Peace  ;  and  that  a  monuuient  to  the  armies  fhould  be 
eredted  in  the  middle  of  it,  in  order,  (aid  he,  "  to 
cover  the  (-rimes  of  the  re-vohitlon  ivith  our  vulitary 
glory y — Pastoket,  the  fellow  who  made  this  pro- 
pofition,  is  a  cunning  tcoundrel  ;  bat  he  and  his 
blackguard  colleagues  are  very  much  miftaken  if 
they  think  to  blind  the  prefcnt  or  the  future  geiicra- 
tion  by  the  erccfion  of  a  monumxnt  or  the  riick- 
naming  of  a  fqn.arc.  The  page  of  their  hiftory  they 
have  for  ever  ftained  ;  they  have  ftecped  it  in  human 
gore,  and  it  will  (tare  their  pofterity  in  the  face,  and 
render  the  name  of  Frenchman  fynonymous  with 
that  of  murderer  as  long  as  the  name  Ihall  be  in  ufe 
amoDcy  the  nations. — And  as  to  their  "  indllary  clorv^ 
trifling  indeed  mull  be  the  crimes  that  thai  would 
cover.  Their  vidtories  have,  in  no  one  inftance,  been 
the  fruit  of  either  their  valour  or  their  fortitude^  but 
of  terror  at  home  and  corruption  abroad. 

Impartiality, — Nobody  will  forget  the  outcry 
railed  by  certain  gazettes  and  their  fupporters  againft 
the  Britifh  Minifter,  on  account  of  Blount's  affair, 
which  however  he  difcouraged  when  it  was  mention- 
ed to  him,  nor  is  there  a  fhadow  of  evidence  to  fliow 
that  he  had  any  concern  in  it.  Neither  will  it  be 
forgotten  that  thofe  are  the  lame  perfons,  and  the 
fame  papers,  whereby  Genet  was  formerly  vindicated 
in  his  open  and  well- proved  attempts  to  rail'e  an  army 
in  our  territory,  and  the  Executive  loaded  withabufe 
for  having  oppofed  him.  On  a  recent  occafion  the 
like  laudable  impartiality  has  been  m-anifefted.  From 
the  confelfion  of  M'Lean,  lately  conyidled  of  trea- 
fon  in  Canada,  it  appears  that  he  was  furniflied  with 
a  certificate  from  Mr.  Adet,  Vvhich  he  carried  con- 
cealed in  his  fhoe  :  but  this  ftrong  appearance  of  con- 

c  c  4.  nexiou 
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jiexion  between  a  French  Minifter  here,  and  a  citi-. 
zcn  of  this  country  employed  in  exciting  inlbrrec- 
tion  among  our  neighbours,  has  cfcaped  the  ani- 
madverfions,  and  even  the  oblervation,  of  thofe 
watchtul  guardians  of  our  ncutrahty. 

Coil. — It  will  be  long  recollected  that  Mr.  Colt 
dieted  the  part  of  a  Marplot  in  the  congrellional 
iarce,  with  which  we  were  entertained  fome  time 
ago.  In  coniequcnce  of  his  excellent  performance, 
the  French  papers  at  Bolton  (the  Chronich  in  parti- 
cular), larded  him  on  his  return,  with  a  great  deal  of 
Tcell-deferved  praife.  But  it  feems  that  Mr.  Co'it^ 
inltead  of  deriving  fatisfacTtion  from  this  public  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  attachment  to  the  French,  was 
very  much  offended  at  it,  and  that  he  adlually  fent 
the  editors  of  the  paper  called  the  Chronicle  the 
following  mofl  ludicrous  card  : 

"  Mr.  Colt  prefents  his  compliments  to  MefTrs. 
*'  Adams  and  Larkin,  and  apprehending  that  a  cor- 
'•'"  refpondent  of  theirs  under  the  fignature  of'  Mid- 
*'  diefex,'  in  the  Chronicle  of  the  3d  inft.  has  much 
•'•  miftaken  Mr.  C.'s  •chara6ler  and  principles — and 
that  any  correfpondent  of  theirs  who  may  be  dil- 
pofed  to  make  honourable  mention  of  him,  will 
be  under  the  likemifiake — takes  the  liberty  to  beg 
the  favour  of  Meffrs.  A.  and  L,  that  they  will  not 
again  publifh  any  eulogium  on  him.  And  wifh- 
ing  to  remove  any  mifiaken  imprcilions,  whi<^ 
the  publication  alkided  to  may  have  made,  Mr. 
"  C.  further  afks  as  a  favour  of  the  editors  of  the 
*''  Chroiiicle,  that  they  will  be  fo  obliging  as  to  pub- 
*'  lifh  this  note  *." 

Spanijh 


*  The  ridiculous  embanaflrnent  that  this  gentleman's  equivocal 
condiift  (to  give  it  the  mildeft  epithet)  has  brought  him  into,  ought 
to  be  a  proiitable  leflba  to  all  tiimmers.    The  poor  man  might  as 
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SpaniJIi  Mmfter  and  old  M'-Kean. — It  is  faid  that 
Genet  is  in  the  city  incog,  and  it  is  generally  fuppofed 
that  he  has  been  invited  hither  as  chamber  counfel- 
lor  for  the  Spanith  Minifter,  in  his  profeciUion  of  P, 
Porcupi?ie,  which  we  have  the  pleafiire  to  inform  our 
readers  is  in  a  fair  way  of  coming  to  a  head. 

The  httle  Don,  we  are  intormed,  has,  for  fome 
time  paft,  been  extremeJy  afnduous  in  his  addreffes 
to  Mifs  M'Kean,  the  amiable  daughter  of  poor  Penn- 
fylvania's  Chief  Jufcice. — What  were  his  motives  in 
commencing  this  fuit  we  thall  leave  our  readers  to 
divine. 

'  A  queftion  for  lawyers. — Is  it  poffible  for  a  man  to 
write  a  libel  on  a  inoukev,  though  that  monkey  be  the 
tool  of  a  hahoon  ? 


Wednesday,  9*^  August. 

Civiss  Remarks  on  Monroe's  Letter  to  Mr,  Picker- 
ing.— The  angry  Ex-minifter  to  France,  Monroe,  has 
made  a  new  difcovery  in  onrconftitution  ;  that  a  dif- 
placed  officer  is  to  be  confidered  in  the  light  of  an  in- 
jured party,  entitled  to  redrefs. 

Firil,  How  is  he  injured  ?  The  Executive,  exer- 
cifing  its  undoubted  conflitutional  powders,  has  dif- 
placed  him.  Why  ?  Becauie  it  thought  him  unfit 
for  th&  place.  Who  was  to  judge  of  this  ?  The 
Executive  folely.  And  on  what  was  its  judgment  to 
be  founded  ?  On  reafons  of  which  it  ought  to  be  the 
fole  judge-  for  the  confiitution  does  not  fay  that  of- 
ficers fhall  be  removed  by  the  Executive  for  fuch  and 


well  have  accepted  of  the  eulogium  of  the  fans-culottes,  for  he  may 
be  afliired  he'll  never  be  honoured  with  one  from  a  federal  pen.  It 
niuft  not  be  forgotten  that  he  was  not  always  fo  modeft  as  at  pre- 
fent.  While  at  Philadelphia  he  Inuifed  up  the  nlthy  incenfe  of 
Bache  and  the  O'Careys,  without  expreffing  the  leaft  dillike  to  it. 
The  northern  air  has,  I  fuppofe,  operated  a  refinement  in  his 
fmelling  faculties. 

fuch 
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fucb  caufes,  or  on  conviction  of  fuch  and  llicli  of- 
fences; but  at  Its  pleafure.  The  Executive,  there- 
fore, having  exercifed  in  the  cafe  of  Monroe  its  con- 
ftitutional  power  and  difcretion,  and  no  more,  has 
done  him  no  injur}".  As  well  might  a  man  convicl- 
ed  by  a  jury  of  a  crime,  complain  of  injury,  becaufc, 
purfning  their  conftitutional  powers  of  deciding  upon 
the  credibility  of  teftiniony,  they  had  found  liini 
guilty  :  they  anlwer,  Bccaufe  we  believed  the  tcfti- 
mony.  But  it  was  not  worthy  of  belief ;  Of  that, 
they  reply,  we  were  to  judge. 

As  well  migbt  a  man  who  foliclts  an  of^ee,  and 
is  refufed,  complain,  and  demand  the  reafon.  The 
anlwer  is,  that  he  was  thouglit  an  improper  pcrfon  ; 
but^  fays  he,  I  am  not  improper;  you  do  me  injul- 
tice,  and  I  claim  a  difcuflion  before  the  public,  which 
will  fhow  me  more  favour.  The  Executive  replies, 
I  am  to  judge  of  3-our  fitnefs,  not  the  public,  and  it 
is  enough  that  I  do  not  think  you  iit. 

Since  the  Executive  and  not  the  public  is  refpoh- 
iible  for  the  condudl  of  officers,  the  confiitution 
has  wifely  provided  that  the  Executive  and  not  the 
public  fhould  judge  of  tlieir  qualifications.  It  has 
indeed,  by  the  power  of  impeachment,  given  the  other 
two  branches  the  means  of  removing  an  unworthy 
officer  whom  the  Prefident  might  attempt  to  retain 
in  his  place,  but  no  where  has  it  given  to  any  man, 
or  number  of  men,  tb.c  means  of  keeping  an  officer 
in  place  againfi  the  will  of  the  Executive. 

If  it  were  allowable  to  jeft  on  fo  Icrious  a  fubje<51', 
one  might  very  aptly  compare  Mr.  Monroe's  con- 
duct to  that  of  a  man,  who,  being  dilcarded  or  re- 
fufed by  a  lady,  flKuild  iniili  on  knowing  her  rea- 
fons.  She  would  lay,  I  do  not  like  you  ;  I  do  not 
think  you  a  proper  perfon  to  be  my  hulband.  So  the 
Executive  fays  to  Mr,  Monroe,  It  was  my  pleafure 
to  remove  you,  becaufe  I  did  not  think  you  a  fit  per- 
fon to  remain  as  Minifier  of  France.  I  once  did 
I  think 
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think  you  fit,  and  appointed  you,  but  I  was  de« 
ceived,  and,  finding  my  miftake,  I  remove  you. 

This  man's  conduct  reminds  one  of  the  ftory  told 
of  Swift,  iVom  whom  Do6tor  Fell  infilled  on  know- 
ing the  reafon  why  Swift  declined  his  acquaintance. 
The  Dean  anfwcred, 

I  do  not  like  you,  Do6lor  Ftll, 
The  reafon  why  I  need  not  tell, 
But  I  don't  like  you,  Doftor  Fell. 

In  the  fecond  place,  why  has  not  this  difcovery 
been  made  fooner  ?  Other  ofiicers  liave  been  re- 
moved before  Mr.  Monroe,  and  yet  nobody  heard  of 
their  complaints.  Whatever  refentment  they  might 
have  felt,  and  no  doubt  they  all  believed  themfeives 
as  much  injured  as  Mr.  Monroe  believes  himfclf,  yet 
they  had  fenfe  and  modefiy  enough  to  hold  their 
tongues.  Vv^hen  this  man's  predeceifor,  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, was  removedj  no  reafon  was  ever  afked  or  af- 
figned. 

Mr.  Short  was  removed  from  Madrid,  but  nothing 
has  been  faid  about  reafons.     Two  collectors  of  the 
cuftoms  have  lately  been  removed  from  very  lucra^ 
tive  places,  but  no  demand  or  account  of  reafons. 
Hitherto  the  principles  of  the  confiitution  in  this  re- 
fpedt  have  been  underftood  and  fubraitted  to  ;  but  no 
Iboner  does  a  removal  fall  upon  one  of  that  turbu- 
lent feci,  whofe  conilant  maxim  it  is  to  make  all  law, 
order,  and  principle,  bend  to  their  own  perfonal  gra- 
tification or  advantage,  than  an  outcry  is  raifed,  and 
the  old  changes  all  rung  about  defpotilin  and  arbi- 
trary power.     Condemned  criminals  complain  ot  the 
defpotifm  of  juries  ;  Jacobins  complain  of  the  defpot- 
ifm  of  laws :  rioters  and  drunken  vagabonds  com- 
plain of  the  defpotifm  of  the  police  ;  and  for  the  fame 
reafon  it  is  natural  to  hear  officers,  dilplaced  for  their 
incapacity  or  mifcondudl,  complain  of  the  defpotifm 
of  Adminiftration.     It  was  referved  however  tor  the 
vanity  and  turbulent  indifcretion  of  this  man  to  make 

the 


39^  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

the  complaint  in  the  newfpapers.  He  has  indeed 
one  example  in  his  favour,  that  of  Doctor  Romayne, 
who  has  lately  publiihed  bitter  complaints  againft  the 
dclpotiim  of  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefent- 
atives,  which,  in  purfuance  to  its  inftru6tions  and 
authority,  tent  for  him  and  his  papers  to  be  examined 
as  to  a  confpiracy  wherein  he  evidently  appeared  to 
be  an  accomplice. 

It  is  to  be  alkcd  In  the  third  place,  what  end  Mr. 
•Monroe  propofes  to  himfelf  in  thisbulinefs  ?  Is  it  to 
juflify  his  own  conduct  ?  If  fo,  the  object  might 
have  been  effected  without  a  quarrel  with  tlie  Admi- 
niiiration.  He  knew  what  his  conduct  had  been,  and 
might  explain  it ;  and  fhould  a  recurrence  to  his  cor- 
refpondence  be  neceffary,  that,  we  fee,  is  allowed  to 
him.  Was  it  to  lliow  that  the  Executive  had  a6led 
improperly  towards  him  ?  Still  that  might  be  done 
without  an  altercation,  v/ithout  demanding  the  rea- 
fon  of  his  recall.  If  he  has  been  ill  treated,  it  muft 
have  been  by  Tome  particular  a6l ;  let  him  explain 
that  a6l.  If  the  ill  treatment  confifted  in  his  recall, 
let  him  fhow  that  there  was  no  good  reafon  for  his 
recall,  which  may  be  done  by  Hating  his  condu6l  and 
his  correfpondence.  Since  the  Executive  has  thought 
fit  to  recall  him,  the  prefumption  is,  that  they  had 
fuiRcient  realbns  for  doing  fo,  and  he  mufl  prove  the 
contrary  if  lie  wifhes  to  inculpate  ihem,  or  vindicate 
himfelf 

Finally,  is  it  the  obje6i:  of  all  this  bufile  to  arraign 
the  general  fylfem  of  foreign  relations  adopted  by  the 
Adminiltration,  and  fan6tioned  by  Congrefsr  If  fo,  it 
is  a  public  queftion  with  which  the  recall  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  or  the  realbns  for  it,  have  nothing  to  do. 
The  fads  are  public  and  generally  known,  and  the 
documents  are  in  the  hands  of  every  body,  except 
fuch  as  Mr.  Monroe  may  fuppofe  to  exill  in  his  un- 
publilTied  corretpondence,  to  which  it  appears  he 
was  moil:  readily  allowed  acccfs.  He  has  moreover 
2  informed 
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informed  us,  that,  without  hearing  the  reafons  of  his 
recall,  he  had  refolved  to  enter  into  a  dilcufiion  on 
this  fubjetl. 

He  has,  indeed,  pretended  to  la3^  great  firefs  on 
the  communication  of  thofe  reafons ;  but  with  that 
inconliftency  into  which  men  of  great  vanity  and 
little  fenfe  are  perpetually  betrayed,  lie  tells  us  hini- 
lelf  that  he  did  not  want  to  know  them,  being  al- 
ready well  apprized  what  they  were.  If  he  kne\Y 
them  himfelf,  why  demand  a  difclofure  from  the 
Executive  ?  If  he  thought  it  important  for  the  public 
to  know  them,  why  does  he  not,  pofleiling,  as  he 
fays,  that  knowledge  himfelf,  explain  them  to  the 
public  ? 

His  conduct:  is  marked  with  the  extremeft  folly  in 
another  particular.  He  was  recalled  by  the  formxr 
Prefident,  who  is  now  out  of  office,  and  from  whofe 
fuccetTor  he  demands  the  realbns  of  the  recall.  The 
fucceflbr  can  know  nothing  about  it  perfonally. 
The  Secretary  of  State  firil  declining,  for  the  mofi: 
convincing  reafons,  to  enter  into  any  oliicial  explana- 
tions on  that  lubje(5l,  offers  however  to  llate  as  a  pri- 
vate individual  the  reafons  which  had  induced  him  to 
advifethe  recall ;  his  colleajrues  make  the  fame  offer  : 
now  it  is  manifeft  that  in  this  cafe  nothing  more 
could  poffibly  be  done.  The  Prefident  was  not 
bound  to  follow  the  advice  of  thefe  ""entlemen,  nor 
to  inform  them  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  finally 
made  his  determination.  He  heard  their  reafons, 
weighed  them,  and  refolved  according  to  the  refult 
of  his  own  reflections.  The  Secretary  of  State  could 
know  only  this  refult,  and  the  reafons  for  that  advice 
which  he  and  his  colleagues  had  given  ;  but  the 
grounds  on  which  the  Prefident  linally  decided  re- 
mained in  his  own  breaft  ;  or,  if  communicated  to 
them,  were  communicated  merely  as  matters  of  pri- 
vate confidence,  as  they  might  have  been  to  any 
other  individuals.     Thele  gentlemen  therefore  have 

offered 
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offered  Mr.  Monroe  all  the  information  which  it  \S 
pofiiblc  for  them  to  nive  ;  if  he  wants  more  he  fhould 
go  to  (Tcneral  Wafliington,  who  alone  can  anfwer 
for  the  private  rcafons  which  guided  his  own  deter- 
mination. Yet  this  Mr.  Monroe,  after  all  his  cla- 
mour about  reafons,  pofitively  refufes  to  accept,  and 
abufes  them  becaufe  they  do  not  give  more. 

Yet  if  he  really  wilhed  to  fatisfy  either  himfelf  or 
the  public  about  the  reafons  of  his  recall,  if  he  really 
wiilicd  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  himfelf,  or 
fhowing  that  the  Adminiftration  had  acled  on  im- 
proper grounds,  it  is  raanifell:  that  this  information 
would  fully  anl'vver  his  purpofe  ;  for  altiiough  the 
reafons  vvhereliy  thofe  gentlemen  fupported  their  ad- 
vice to  the  Prefident,  could  not  be  ftated  officially 
and  poiitivcly  by  them  as  the  grounds  on  which  he 
acted,  no  perfons  would  doubt  that  they  were  fo  in 
fadl.  The  public  would  no  doubt  conhder  them  as 
the  reafons  for  Mr.  Monroe's  recall,  and  he  might  im- 
mediatelv  fet  about  refutino'them. 

This  however  is  mofl  evidently  foreign  from  his 
purpofe.  He  wifhes  to  a6f  a  part ;  to  make  a  buttle 
and  tigure  on  the  political  theatre  ;  to  hold  himfelf 
up  as  a  martyr  to  popular  principles,  and  the  popular 
caufe ;  to  enter  into  a  conteit  with  the  Adminiltra- 
tion,  and  become  the  champion,  perhaps  the  leader 
of  a  party,  which  he  vainly  and  foolifhly  imagines 
himfelf  able  effeclually  to  lerve.  If  he  fought  on|^ 
his  own  juftification  he  would  take  a  different  courfe. 
It  he  wilhed  to  point  out  errors  in  policy,  for  public 
information  and  benefit,  flill  his  courfe  would  be 
ditFerent.  lie  intends  to  become  not  the  Hambden 
of  his  country,  for  then  he  would  att  like  Hambden  ; 
but  the  Wilkes  of  his  party  ;  and  accordingly  he  pur- 
fues  the  fieps  of  Wilkes,  without  having  luch  firm 
ground  to  tread  on.  His  friends,  however,  if  he 
has  any  who  pofiels  more  referve  and  difcernment 
than  himlclf,  with  fome  fhare  of  candour,  will  in- 
form 
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form  liim  that  he  falls  Infinitely  fhort  of  Wilkes  in 
the  talents  of  a  demagogue  ;  and  from  a  little  read- 
ing he  may  learn  that  Wilkes,  with  all  his  talents, 
though  he  got  a  place,  has  funk  into  univerfal  con- 
tempt through  his  fadlious,  turbulent,  and  unprin- 
cipled conduft.  Civis. 

Genoa. — Paris,  June  i .  The  Executive  Direcflory 
received  yeilerday,  by  an  extraordinary  courier,  dis- 
patches from  Citizen  Faypoult,  Minilier  of  the  Re- 
public at  Genoa,  which  ftate,  that  at  the  moment 
of  the  courier's  leaving  that  place  the  city  was  the 
liseatre  of  a  languinary  revolution.  On  the  21ft  of 
May,  a  confiderable  affemblage  of  perfons,  preceded 
by  three  chariots,  filled  with  tri-coloured  cockades, 
paired  through  the  different  flrcets,  finging  patriotic 
airs,  and  crying,  "Down  with  the  nobles — down 
**  with  the  privileged  orders — liberty  for  ever  !'* 
Then  tl>ey  proceeded  to  the  Salle  des  Spe6lacles.  All 
the  carriages  which  were  in  the  avenues  were  broken 
in  pieces,  and  the  liveries  torn.  Several  perfons  have 
been  the  victims  of  this  terrible  commotion,  as  the 
courier  declares  that  he  faw  fixteen  heads  carried  in 
triumph  at  the  ends  of  pikes.  After  much  delibe- 
ration, the  Directory  fent  off  a  courier  to  General 
Bonaparte. 

Genoa  was  in  the  greateil  confufion  at  the  depar- 
ture of  a  courier  on  the  22d  of  May.  Armed  men, 
followed  by  a  furious  multitude,  had  delivered  them- 
felves  up  to  the  moil;  horrible  excefies.  Four  Sena- 
tors had  been  mafiacred,  and  their  houfes  pillaged. 
The  Doge  had  fled.  The  refufal  of  the  httte  coun- 
cil to  eftablilli  a  chamber  of  commerce,  was  the 
motive,  or  rather  the  vain  pretext,  of  the  infurre<^ion, 
diredfed,  according  to  every  appearance,  againftthe 
very  form  of  the  prefent  government.  The  Frenrh 
Miniiler,  Faypoult,  had  iifued  a  proclamation,  for- 
bid diug 
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bidding  the  French  to  take  any  part  in  the  dlllLirb= 


ances'*. 


Fallen  Royalfy. — It  grieves  me  to  fee  what  I  am 
310W  about  to  lay  before  my  readers  ;  but  I  preferve 
Uiis  difmal  picture  of  fallen  royalty,  in  the  hope  of 
one  day  or  other  being  able  to  pretenl  its  contralt. 
France,  ^th  June,  '^19']'  FxtraSi  from  the  Procef? 
Ferhal  of  the  DWeBory. 

The  Directory,  accompanied  by  the  Miniilers  and 
the  diplomatic  corps,  repaired  to  the  audience 
chamber. 

The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  prefented  to  the 
Direiftory  Mr.  Drayer,  Envov  Extraordinary  and 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of  Denmark 
to  the  French  Republic,  who  ipoke  the  following 
addrefs  : 

Citizen  Preftdentj 

The  earneft  wifh  and  defire  which  the  King  my 
irTafter  has  ever  exprefli^d  for  the  proiperity  of  the 
French  nation,  muft  be  admitted  as  a  matter  of  great 
notoriety.  Fa6ts,  repeated  and  uninterrupted  facts, 
have  proved  the  high  refpecl  and  frlendfliip  which 
liis  Majffly  has  entertained  for  that  nation,  and  hi;: 
lincere  vvifli  and  difpofition  to  live  with  it  in  perfect!: 
amity  and  good  underflanding.  Where  fa6is  fpeak, 
profeliions  are  ufelets.  The  defire  of  the  King  to 
cultivate  and  draw  clofer  thofe  bonds  of  union,  whofe 

*  The  impudence  and  duplicity  of  thefe  French  dertroyers,  are, 
if  poflible,  fuperior  to  their  love  of  blood  and  plvmder  !  Will  any 
nian,  that  is  one  degree  above  an  idiot,  believe  that  they  were  not 
at  the  bottom  of  this  infurre6tion  ?  No !  there  are  too  many  incon- 
Tefiable  fafts  to  prove  not  only  thi?,  but  that  it  was  from  the  firft 
their  primary  obic-rt  to  diforganize  all  Europe,  or,  in  Briflbt's  em^ 
phatic  words,  "  to  fet  fite  to  its  four  corners."  The  work  is  alfo 
begun  in  America,  and  our  Government  is  referved  only  for  a 
very  fliort  fpace,  to  fill  the  laft  fcene  of  this  infernal  French  drama; 
and  nothing  can  fave  us  but  the  deftrudion  of  the  hellifli  republic. 

duration 
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duration  and  folidlty  are  founded  upon  the  reciprocal 
interefts  of  the  two  nations,  is  unalterable  :  the 
completion  and  accomplifhment  of  this  defire  is  the 
great  object:  of  my  million.  His  Majefty  has  charged 
me  to  give  to  you,  Citizen  Directors,  the  moft  folemn 
aflurance  of  thofc  friendly  fcntiments  with  which  he 
is  animated  towards  the  French  Republic,  and  I  re- 
joice much  in  being  appointed  to  announce  them — 
my  happinefs  will  be  completed.  Citizens  Dircdiors, 
if,  in  fulfilling  the  intentions  and  wiilies  of  the  King, 
I  can  alio  obtain  your  confidence  and  efieem. 

T/i^  Prefident  replied — TheDire6lory  receives  with 
a  lively  fatisfadlion,  the  affurances  of  friendfhip  that 
his  Danifh  Majefty  has  manifcfted  through  the  me- 
dium of  you,  his  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Miniller 
Plenipotentiary.  The  Government  of  the  French 
Republic  will  negle6l  nothing  to  preferve  that  good 
imderftanding  which  has  fo  long  fubfifted  between 
the  two  nations.  The  loyal  conduct  of  the  King 
of  Denmark  towards  the  French  Republic  during 
the  whole  revolution,  has  ferved  to  firengthen  and 
draw  clofer  thofe  bonds  which  united  them.  The 
ardent  defire  which  the  Executive  Direftory  has  \o 
fee  a  folid  and  lafiing  peace  at  length  reunite  all  the 
powers  of  Europe,  may  be  confidercd  as  a  new 
pledge  made  to  you  of  its  difpofition  towards  a 
power  who  has  never  ceafed  to  be  its  friend. 

The  Direftory  doubts  not  but  the  perfonaJ  quali- 
ties which  have  gained  you  the  confidence  of  his 
Danifh  Majefty,  will  not  fail  to  conciliate  the  efteeni 
and  afFedlion  of  the  Government  to  v>'hich  you  are 
fent. 

M,  le  Omimayideur  de  Riiffb,  M'm'ifier PloiipoUntiary 
from  the  King  of  Naples,  v^as  aflerwards  prcfmted  to 
the  Directory,  cmdfaid. 

Citizens  Dire^^tors,  the  King  my  raafter  orders  me 
to  prefent  to  you^  along  v/ith  my  credentials,  a  new 

VOL.  vj.      '  D  D  guarantee 
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guarantee  of  his  friendlTiip.  Charged  with  cultiva- 
ting carefully  the  good  undcrfianding  and  fincerc 
harmony  which  he  has  contracted  with  the  French 
Republic — the  interpreter  of  his  candour  and  of  his 
unalterable  fidelity — I  come  to  confirm  to  you  the 
fatisfa(?tion  he  experiences  in  feeing  this  fortunate 
union  open  for  both  nations  the  fources  of  happinefs; 
an  union  which  induftry,  and  every  reciprocal  inte- 
refi,  confpires  to  extend  and  to  cement  with  ardour, 
and  which  real  amitv  is  about  to  confolidate  for  ever. 

With  real  pleafure,  the  King  my  maftcr  has  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  peace  and  good  undcrfianding  which 
are  re-eftabliilied  between  the  two  powers,  tend  to 
efiace  the  remembrance  of  the  evils  which  they  had 
reciprocally  infli6ted  on  themlelves  by  the  war,  and 
to  make  thofe  events  be  forgotten,  which  at  the 
epoch  of  its  declaration  have  perhaps  been  viewed 
as  contrary  to  the  regard  which  his  Sicilian  Majefiy 
has  always  entertained  for  France. 

The  confidence  with  which  the  King  has  honoured 
me,  and  my  earneftnefs  to  merit  yours,  fhall  be  the 
fble  and  only  obje6l  of  my  cares,  my  adlions,  and 
my  wifhes. 

The  Prefuhnt  replied  thus : 

Monfieur  Minificr  Plenipotentiary  of  the  King  of 
Naples,  the  Executive  Diredlory  fees  with  fatisfac- 
tion,  in  you,  the  fiatefman  chofen  by  his  Sicilian 
Majefiy  to  reprefent  him  in  his  relations  with  the 
French  Republic.  Far  from  us  be  the  recolle(5lion 
of  any  circumfiances  which  might  tend  to  diminifh 
the  harmony  and  fincere  friendfiiip  we  are  defirous 
of  perpetuating  between  the  two  nations.  His  Sici- 
lian Majefiy  fiiall  be  convinced,  that  the  French 
Republic  is  as  faithful  a  friend,  as  it  is  a  redoubtable 
enemy. 

As  to  you,  Minifier  Plenipotentiary,  the  fcntiments 
which  you  have  manifefied  towards  the  Republic 
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fecnre  to  you  the  efteem  of  its  Government,  as  they 
arc  to  us  a  lure  guarantee  of  the  fidel  ty  of  your 
principles. 

The  Minifier  for  Foreign  A  fairs  next  prefcTited  Chi- 
•zen  Michalli,  Minifier  from  the  Republic  of  Geneva  to 
the  French  Republic^  who  exfrejfed  h'mifdf  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms : 

Citizens  Directors,  the  Aflembly  of  the  fovereign 
people  of  Geneva  having  cholcn  me  to  be  their  Am- 
baffador  to  the  French  ivepublic,  I  experience  a 
lively  feeling  of  the  honour  which  my  fellow-citizens 
have  conferred  upon  me  by  this  mark  of  their  con- 
fidence, and  I  am  at  the  fame  time  penetrated  by 
the  fullefl  {cu{q  of  the  importance  of  the  new  func- 
tions to  which  I  am  called.  To  procure  to  my 
country  the  friendfhip  and  the  fupport  of  France,  is 
to  contblidate  the  balis  of  its  independence,  its  pro- 
fperity,  and  its  happinefs.  The  French  people  will 
not  withdraw  the  generous  protedlion  with  which 
they  have  for  many  years  honoured  the  Republic  of 
Geneva,  if  the  moit  conflant  attachment  on  the  part 
of  their  ancient  ally  can  fuffice  to  fecure  its  continu- 
ance. 

The  French  people  will  recolle61:,  that  in  the  pe- 
riod of  adverlity,  when  all  ] jurope  feemed  to  have 
vowed  their  deftruction,  Geneva,  the  fraall,  the 
feeble  flate  of  Geneva,  never  cea(ed  to  remain  faith- 
ful. They  will  recollect.,  that,  in  giving  proofs  of  its 
devotion,  Geneva  did  not  wait  until  the  victorious 
armies  of  the  Republic  had  lurmounted  the  Alps  or 
the  Pyrennees,  or  palled  the  Po  or  the  Rhine — Ge- 
neva teftified  its  attachment  to  France  long  before 
her  armies  had  arrived,  by  new  routes,  to  the  gates 
of  Rome  or  Vienna,  and  when  the  ftandarclt'  ful- 
pendcd  from  thefe  walls  did  not  yet  atteli:  the  innu- 
merable triumphs  of  the  Republic. 

In  admiring  with  all  Europe  the  valour  of  your 
troops  and  the  talents  of  your  Generals,  the  vaft 
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dciigns  and  the  aflonifhing  refources  of  your  Go- 
vernment, Geneva  feels  with  enthuiiafm,  the  joy 
which  France  experienced  in  feeing  this  terrible  war 
fo  glorioufly  terminated. 

There  is  ft  ill  another  kind  of  glory,  Citizen  Di- 
re6lors,  which  you  have  not  difdained  to  obtain. — 
The  fentiments  which  your  energy  has  excited  againft 
powerful  enemies,  have  infpired,  by  a  contrary  ef- 
fe6l,  difpontions  of  good  will  towards  a  friendly 
people,  who  look  to  you  as  their  chief  fupport. — 
How  happy  fhall  T  be  if  I  can  tranfmit  to  mv  fellow- 
citizens  new  pledges  of  the  affe6tion  and  efteem 
upon  which  they  fet  fo  great  a  value,  and  if  you 
receive  favourably  the  teftimonies  of  their  gratitude, 
and  the  ardent  wifhes  they  this  day  offer,  through 
me,  for  the  fuccefs  of  your  labours,  and  the  profpe- 
jity  of  the  French  Republic  ! 
The  Vrejldent  replied. 

Citizen  Minifter  of  the  Republic  of  Geneva,  the 
French  Republic,  a  ftrangcr  to  calculations  of  every 
interefi:  which  is  not  that  of  all  mankind,  meafures 
the  friendfhip  it  vows  to  its  allies,  only  by  the  fin- 
cerity  of  their  affedlion.  Geneva  has  conne<?led  her 
caufe  with  that  of  the  French  Republic  :  the  Execu- 
tive Dirc(ftory  will  never  feparate  them. 

The  Aflembly  of  the  fovereign  people  of  Geneva 
willlearn  then,  through  yuu^  Citizen  Minifi or,  the 
difpofition  of  the  Directory  to  maintain  carefully  all 
tlie  relations  which  fhould  unite  the  two  republics. 
"The  pledge  of  this  difpofition  is  to  be  found  in  the 
principles  by  which  they  are  animated,  Thefc  Itan- 
dards,  which  have  attracted  your  obfcrvation,  are 
j^laced  here,  lefs  as  trophies  of  victory  than  to  dc- 
raonflrate,  at  the  moment  of  peace,  the  moderation 
by  which  the  French  Republic  is  proud  to  be  di- 
rected. 

JV^ay  the  Republic  of  Geneva,  Citizen  Minifter, 
fccure  of  its  independence  from  without,  contblidate 
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daily,  by  its  attachment  to  the  conftitutlon  it  has 
forrned,  the  bafis  of  its  liberty  and  its  happinefs  ! 
You,  Citizen  Michaili,  in  your  cliarader  of  a  re- 
puhhcan,  ought  to  find  in  every  Frenchman  a 
brother. 

The  fame  Minifter  alfo  prefented  M.  Caborus, 
Minilter  Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of  S[>ain 
to  the  con2:refs  which  is  to  be  held  in  execution 
of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  agreed  to  be- 
tween the  French  Republic  and  the  Emperor. 

The  Minilter  for   Foreign   AfFairS' introduced  to 
the   Directory  Citizen  Verninac,  Envoy  Extraordi- 
i>arv  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  on  which   occafion   he 
fpoke  to  the  following  effe<5l : 
Cifizens  DlreBors^ 

On  my  return  from  Conflantinople  in  confequence 
of  your  arret  of  the  >  9th  Pluviote,  which  terminat- 
ing  my   miffion   at  the   Ottoman   Porte,  complied 
with  my  requeil  to    v^ifit  France,  I  deliver  to  you  a 
diploma   from  Sultan  Sclim  III.  acknowledging  tlie 
letters  which  informed  him  of  my  recall.     I  likcwife 
prelent   a   difpatch  from   Hullein   Pacha,    Admiral 
of  the   empire,    accompanying    an    Ottoman    flag, 
which  I   undertook  to  lay  betore  you  as    a  pledge" 
of  his  fincere  affeiiion   and  alliance.      From   tJie 
tranfmillion   of    thefe   Turkifh   colours,     the   firfl 
prefent  of  the  kind  that  lliowed   the  dilpolition    of 
the  Turks,    and  from  the  fentiments  contained  in 
the  letters  which  I  bring,  you  will  be   convinced,  \ 
Citizens  Diredlors,  that  the  people  on   the   Ihores  i 
of  the  Bofphorus  can  appreciate  the  value  of  the 
friendfhip  of  the  Republic,  and   that    her  glory   is 
not    unknown   to  them.     You    are   aware  perliapsi 
of  their   intention  to  form  a  ftill  clofer  connexion  y 
with    you,  and   to    pay    homage   to   the    fplendour 
of  the  nation   by   the  permanent  embaffy  which  the 
Sublime   Porte  has  rcfolved  to  eftablifh   in   France^ 
{md  which  is  on  the  eve  of  beginning  in  the  perfoii 
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of  Ally  EfFendi,  who  has  already  reached  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  Republic. 

Sent  as  I  was,  Citizens  Diie6iors,  under  the 
moft  difcouraging  circumfl-ances,  among  a  people 
feparated  from  us  by  a  great  extent  of  fea,  and  ftill 
rnore  fo  by  their  manners,  chara6ter,  language, 
cuftoms,  and  government  ;  charged  with  political 
affairs  of  the  grealeft  importance,  the  proted^or  of 
many  and  valuable  etlabliOiaients  ;  I  have  often  felt  in 
the  courfe  of  my  embairy  the  difficulty  of  the  duty 
I  hid  to  fulfil ;  and,  conlidering  the  glory  and  the 
power  of  IIjc  nation  whofe  organ  1  was,  I  muft 
acknowledge  my  inability  to  reprefent  it  fully  and 
adequately.  Your  inflruclions  and  thofe  of  your 
predeco.fTors  in  the  Government,  fupported  me  in 
that  arduous  duty.  I  afcribe  the  fucrefs  that  has 
attended  my  tniflion  to  the  wifdom  of  thofe  inftruc- 
tions,  an^l  to  the  citizens  in  ofhcial  lituations  in 
the  loyal  Ottoman  Court ;  whofe  eftorts  in  concert 
with  mine,  and  whofe  wife  and  dignified  condu6l, 
contributed  verv  eifentially  to  render  the  French 
narf^  and  the  Republic  refpedled  by  that  nation. 

If  the  love  of  my  country  (the  fentiment  vvhich 
occupies  the  iirfl  place  among  the  paffions  that  in- 
fluence my  condu61)  become  more  fervent  in  my 
bofom  at  liie  view  of  places  pregnant  with  prodigies, 
and  particularly  on  the  alpe6l  of  the  arid  and  con- 
tra died  territory  of  Greece,  which  was  elevated  by 
this  amor  patrlce  to  rank  far  fuperior  to  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth ;  if,  I  fay,  this  fentiment  were  ihf- 
ficient  to  raife  me  to  the  height  of  your  expedlation, 
I  fliall  not  deem  myfelf  unworthy  of  your  confi- 
dence. But,  however  unprodudlive  this  principle 
is  in  mc,  I  fhall  confole  myfelf  with  the  rcfledfion 
that  fuch  citizens  as  you  have  deigned  to  confide 
in  me,  and  that  my  good  intentions  will  fecure  to 
me  your  indulgence. 

The 
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The  Preiident's  reply  and  the  Pacha's  letter  al- 
luded to  above,  have  not  yet  come  to  hand  *, 

Brown. — Brown's  paper  of  laft  evening  contains 
the  following  very  extraordinary  paragraph  to  cor- 
ref^ondents. 

"  Original  communications  from  Civis  upon  any 
*'  fubjedt  will  be  carefully  attended  to;  if,  with  the 
"  extenfive  circulation  of  our  paper,  we  cannot  com- 
*'  mand  a  preference  in  fome  inftances,  we  conceive 
'*  onrfelves  juflifiable  in  refervlng  at  lead  the  right 
"  oifele^ion.  We  have  already  refufed  to  publifla 
*'  a  number  of  political  fpeculations  from  a  certain 
**  link  of  fcurrility  and  mifreprefentation ;  and  we 
"  fhall  in  future  pay  no  attention  to  requefts  of  this 
*'  nature.  When  the  literary  world  fhall  become 
**  fo  polluted  as  to  blaft  every  germ  of  truth  and 
"  virtue,  we  fhall  then  ranfack  the  volumes  of 
*'  Billingfgate  for  amufement  and  Inftrudlon  ;  but 
**  Civis  may  reft  afTured  that  \\\Q,fource  to  which  he 
*'  has  referred  us  will  be  our  laji  refort^"" 

The  fource  to  which  brother  Brown  was  referred, 
muft,  I  prefume,  have  been  Mr.  Fenno's  paper; 
becaufe  the  communication  of  Civis  which  he  was 
called  upon  to  republifh,  and  which  will  be  found 
in  my  paper  of  this  day,  had  not  yefterday  ap- 
peared in  any  other  paper  than  Fenno's.  As,  how- 
ever, it  is  impoflible  that  the  communication  alluded 
to  might  be  cut  out  of  the  paper,  and  that  Brown 
might  think  it  was  from  mine,  it  is  alio  pollible, 
and  indeed  very  probable,  that  his  charitable  in- 
linuations  might  be  levelled  at  Porcupine's  Gazette. 
I  fhall  give  him  to-morrow  to  fay  plainly  to  whom 
thefe  inlinuations   were  intended  to  do  honour :  if 


*  Thus  thefe  fellows  are  drawing  the  bands  clofer  with  all 
the  kings  and  defpots  they  can  come  at.  1  wifli  to  heaven  they 
would  draw  them  fo  tight  as  to  choke  both  parties. 
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to  Mr.  Fenno,  I  fliall  leave  him  to  make  his  ac- 
knowledgments ;  if  to  w.c,  I  trull  I  iTiall  not  be  want- 
ing either  in  politenefs  or  gratitude.  Silence  on  the 
part  of  Brown  will  be  looked  upon  as  a  declaration; 
that  my  paper  was  the  objetl  of  his  favour. 


Orleans,  alias  EgaliieSj  at  Philadelphia. — The  fol- 
lowing extracts  are  taken  from  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Confpiracy  of  Philip  Duke  of  Orleans  :  '•  A  little 
while  after  the  maflacre  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1792,  Orleans  mounted  the  tribune  of 
the  Jacobin  Club,  wearing  the  bloody  cap  of 
^'  liberty  inHead  of  his  ducal  coronet.  There  hp 
*'  made  a  folemn  declaration  that  he  was  not  the 
*^  fon  of  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans  ;  that  his  grand- 
*^  father  never  would  acknowdedge  him  as  a  Bour- 
''  bon  ;  that  his  mother  always  fcorned  the  conju- 
''  gal  tics,  and  that  he  was  the  fruit  of  an  aduVe- 
^'  rons  intercourle  between  this  modern  Mclliihna 
^^  and  one  ol'  the  Duke's  "valets  d'ecurie,  or  Jlable^ 

Thus  did  this  abandoned  wretch  become  the  he- 
rald of  his  own  debafement  and  his  mother's  profii- 
tution.  Demagogues  in  all  countries  and  in  all 
ages  have  been  bale  and  fliamelefs  mifcreants  ;  felf- 
dcgradation  has  always  been  the  road  to  favour  with 
the  mob  ;  but  it  was  referved  for  the  "  enlightened 
*'  eightcenrh  century,"  and  the  infernal  French  revo- 
lution, to  produce  even  a  mobfo  completely  debafed, 
as  induces  a  man,  in  order  to  preferve  his  favour  with 
them,  to  proclaim  himlelf  a  baftard  and  his  mother 
a  whore. 

Circumftances  like  this»  of  which  thoufiuids 
could  be  produced,  charadcrize  the  French  revolu- 
tion, and  diltinguifh  its  fpirit  and  tendency  from 
thole  of  all  other  revolutions  that  have  taken  place 
in  the  world.  The  French  revolution  has  been 
compared  to  that  of  America;  but,  was  there  ever 
2  time  when  an  American  leader,  to  gain  or  pre., 
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ferve  popularity,  would  have  boaftc^  of  his  own 
baliardy  or  his  mother's  whoredom  ?  No  :  the  body 
of  the  people  here  were  at  times  feized  with  a  fort 
of  frenzy,  but  never  with  the  fpirit  of  jacobinilln  ; 
that  fpirit  which  pulls  down  all  that  is  great  and 
good,  and  exalts  all  that  is  vile  and  infamous ; 
that  fpirit  which  has  fixed  everlafting  difgrace  on 
France,  which  has  been  the  fcourge  of  Europe,  and 
will  be  the  Icourge  of  America. 

*'  The  wretch  had  before  committed  this  fhamcful 
"  declaration  to  paper,  which  he  had  font  to  the 
"  Commune  of  Paris,  requcfling  at  the  lame  time 
y  that  they  would  give  him  a  new  name  that  might 
"  fcrve  as  a  proof  that  not  a  drop  of  the  blood  of 
"  the  Bourbons  flowed  in  his  veins. 

*'  It  was  in  confequenceof  this  application  that  the 
**  Commune  gave  him  the  burlefque  name  of  Egallte 
"  which  he  gave  to  his  children,  and  of  v.  hich  his 
**  eldeft  fon,  the  Duke  of  Chartres,  boafted  of  among 
*'  the  foldiers ;  but,  after  he  emigrated  with  Du- 
"  mourier,  being  afked  by  the  Auftrian  officers 
**  how  he  could  be  lb  bafe  of  foul  as  to  truck  tlic 
"  name  of  his  princely  anceflors  for  the  fans-culotte 
*'  appellatipn  of  E^ciTitef  he  anfvvercd,  /  only  did 
.*'  'it  to  ivlicedle  the  JiUy  F ar'ijians .  He  was  egre- 
*'  gioufly  miftaken.  The  Parifians  were  never  de- 
*'  ceived  in  the  Duke  of  Chartres:  they  will  never 
"  content  to  fee  their  city  difgraced  by  his  return  to 
*'  it.  They  juftly  think  that  the  wretch  who  can 
"  difown  his  name  and  family,  ought  in  his  turn 
^'  to  be  difowned  by  his  countrymen." 

This  man  has  taken  up  his  retidencc  among  us. 
Whether  we  Iball  condefccnd  to  own  what  the  vila 
Parifians  think  would  difgrace  them,  or  whether 
any  American  Lady  will  t'link  the  blood  of  her  family 
improved  by  a  mixture  with  that  o^  ajlable  man,  are 

points  that  1  leave  others  to  determine  *. 

• . — — — — — ^ — — ^ — _ — _ — J  'If 

*  The  mifcreant  was,  at  the  time  this  was  written,  paying  hi^ 
gddrefles  to  a  young  lady  of  Philadelphia, 

-^      Thursday, 
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Thursday,    io"^  August. 

Fox, — The  following  article  from  a  London  pa- 
per of  the  6th  of  June,  furnifhcs  us  with  a  remark- 
able inftance  of  dilinterefteclnefs  in  ^. patriot. 

*'  Yefterday  Mr.  Fox  attcn(,]cd  at  St.  James's  to 
prefent  three  or  four  petitions  from  the  county  of 
Antrim  in   Ireland,  and  fome  other  places,  for  the 
difinillion  of   his   Majeffy's   Minifter.      After   the 
levee  Mr.  Fox  requefted  a  clofet.  audience  with  the 
King,  as  a  member  of  his  Majefi:y's  Privy  Council. 
The  refult  of  this  remarkable  interview  was  to  this 
efFecT:  : — Mr.   Fox   began    with   a   mofl   refpe(9:ful 
apology  to  his  Majefty  for  intruding  upon   his  pri- 
vacy, but  pleaded  the  extreme  danger  of  the  prefent 
jdtuation  of  the  country  as  his  motives  and  apology. 
He  proceeded  to  fay  that  thefe  were  not  times  when 
perlbnal  prejudices  or  perfonal  ambition  fliould  ope- 
rate  in  any  man's  mind  to  fuperfede  the  difcharge 
of  a  juft  and  necelTary  duty  to  his  country  ;  and  that 
he  was  convinced  that  the  fervants  of  the   Crown 
Avho  had  led  the  country   into  the  prefent   itate  of 
difficulty  and  alarm,  were  not  competent  to  condu6l 
it   into  a   lituation  of  profperity,  or  even  of  fafety. 
He    implored   his   Majefty,  therefore,  to  take  other 
vien  into  his  councils.     But  that  his  Majefly  might 
not  fufpe(51:  that  he  was  influenced  hy  motives  of  per- 
fonal confuleration   in  the   advice  he  was  giving,  he 
was  perfc6lly  willing  to  wave  any  fuppofed  preten- 
iions  applying   to  himfelf,    and  to   be   an  uncon- 
cerned fpedtator,  or  even  a  fupporter  of  a  new  Ad- 
miniftration,  provided  he  favv  tliem  aciing  faithfully 
and  honefily  for   the  genuine  and  ultimate  interefls 
of  the   country.     His  Majefly  lillened    with  great 
attention   to  Mr.   Fox ;  but,   according  to    the  eti- 
quette ullially  oblejrved  on  fuch  occalions,  returned 
no  a? fiver  to  h'is  rcprefentations.      We  cannot  dilaiifs 
this  article  without  giving  our  tribute  of  approbation 

to 
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to  the  difmterejied  condu6l  of  Mr.  Fox  in  this  rc- 
fpedtful  and  well-timed  appeal  to  the  judgment  and 
paretital  feelings  of  his  fovereign  *." 


Friday,   ii^^' August. 

Prieftley^s  tender  Feelings.- — The  Do61:or*s  feelings 
are  very  unaccountable^  being  totally  difproportion- 
ate,  and  fometimes  quite  of  a  contrary  nature  to  their 
caufes.  He  tells  us  how  {\\q  fudden  union  of  Mr. 
Burke  and  Lord  North  filled  \\\mzvith  horror.  (Lett. 
to  Mr.  Burke,  p.  6-}-.)  If  an  unlooked-for  coalition 
in  the  Miniflry  goes  to  court  to  manage  public  buii- 
hefs,  he  is  troubled  with  the  horrors  ;  but  he  can  hear 
of  captive  kings,  of  plots,  matTacres,  confifcations, 
and  facrilege,  and  find  all  thefe  things  not  only 
agreeable,  but  conliftent  with  celebrity  and  fefti- 
vity.  He  mocks  at  the  humanity  of  Mr.  Burke  for 
being  alarmed  and  dijiurhed  at  the  late  horrible  com- 
motions in  France.  This  worthy  gentleman,  blefled 
with  the  tender  feelings  of  a  poliihed  mind,  and 
concerned  for  the  peace  of  the  Chriftian  world,  did 
look  with  abhorrence  on  the  confufion,  inhumanity, 
and  felony  of  the  French  revolution  ;  and  therefore 
juitly  and  pathetically  exclaimed  againfi:  it  as  a 
moil  wicked  aud  cruel  tranfadion.  At  all  this 
Dr.  Prieftley  wonders  ;  and  fays,  You  are  alarmed; — 
you  are  not  cool  i — your  mind  is  heated,  &c.  &c. 
The  contrail:  here  is  a  little  ftriking ;  the  one,  with 
the  heart  of  a  man  and  a  Chriftian,  feels  as  the  at- 


*  There's  for  you  !  Who  will  now  fay  that  a  battered  rake  and 
an  eleemofynary  patriot  cannot  be  a  man  of  pure  and  difinterefted 
motives  ?  'when  the  King  confented  to  give  audience  to  Fox,  he 
fliould  have  armed  himfeif  with  the  fivord  of  Jiiftke. 

f  He  forgot  that  his  friend  and  advocate  Fox,  who  had  pledged 
hlmfelf  to  impeach  Lord  North,  was  one  of  this  coalition. 

tendant 
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tcndant  Chaplain  would  at  a  mifcrable  execution ; 
while  the  other  flands  by  with  all  the  indifTeioiice 
of  the  hangman  ;  confidering  only  what  he  and  his 
party  may  get  by  it,  and  how  the  rataHropbe  may 
lerve  to  promote  his  own  political  ideas. 

The  power  of  kings   and  rulers   is  defigned   by 
Providence  as  a   tenor  to  evil  doers ;  fo  the  Gc^fpel 
teaches  :  and  a  terror  it  is,   which  feems  to  lie  very 
liard  upon    Dr.   Prieflley  ;  but  if  the  law  of  Provi- 
dence   be    inverted,   and   tl.c  >^appen   to  fall 
backwards  upon  kings  and  rulers  .uc.Tifelves,  then 
he  has  his  wifli.     He  rejoices  vben  they  are  made  to 
tremble,  as  if  it  were  a  delicious  circumftance,     '^  It 
is  time,'*    fays    he,    "  that  they   who    have  made 
others  tremble    (i.  e.  who   have  been    a  terror  to 
evil  doers)  fliould  in  turn  tremble  themfelves.     But 
let  the  people  rejoiceT     {Lett,  to  Mr.  Burke,  p.  40.) 
The   two  grent  red-letter  feftivals  of  Dr.  Priejtley's 
year  (kalendarcd  with  hlood)   sre  the  30th  of  Janu- 
ary and   the  14th  of  July.     *'  Let   all   tyrants  read 
the  hiftory  of  both,"  fays  he,  "  and  tremble.''     Wc 
fhall  rarely  meet  with  any  inttance  of  a  flaming  ad- 
Tocate  tor  liberty  who  does  not,  through  all  the  dif- 
guife  of  his  fair  words,  difcover  the  fpirit  of  a  ty- 
rant.    If  I  had  no  other  reafon   for   detelting  our 
Doctor's  politics,    this  alone  would  be  futhcient, 
that  they  deliver  us  over  to  an   unmerciful  mind, 
and  even  iqvert  the  paffions  natural  to  man  :  fo  that 
when  the    world  is  in  tears  we  are  preparing  for  ^ 
feaU  ;  like  vultures  when  they  fmell  flaughter   at  a 
diftance:  and   in  the  funfliine  of  peaceable  times, 
like   Spenfcr's  fiend    that  chews  a  toad^,  u^e  weef, 
that  caufe  of  weeping  there  is  7iope. 

When  a  man  denies  his  own  conducl  to  thofe 
who  are  witnefles  of  it,  and  expects  to  be  beheved, 
whatever  that  man  may  call  himfelf,  we  generally 
agree  to  call  him  imimdent.  Has  not  our  Doctor 
for  many  years  pafl   been  libelling  the  religion  and 
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the  clergy  of  the  church  of  Enffland ;  prcdl^Ung 
nun  to  the  government,  and  recommending  a  new 
one  after  the  model  of  France  ;  calhng  our  religious 
eltabUlhment  a  fungus,  a  jloth,  a  glutton ;  and 
threatening  it  with  deftru6live  explolion  from  the 
gunpowder  which  he  and  his  friends  have  been  con- 
veying under  the  fabric  ?  Yet  the  man  who  had 
faid  all  thefe  things,  and  many  more  (for  which  fee 
the  collecflion  in  the  Appendix),  tells  the  inhabitants 
of  Birmingham,  they  had  im'iform  experience  of  liis 
peaceable  hehaviour  for  eleven  years.  (See  Thoughts. 
,  on  the  late  Paots  at  Birmingham,  p.  7.) 

His  Letter  to  Mr.  Pitt  difplays  a  degree  of  af- 
furance  rarely  to  be  met  with.  When  a  man  in  this 
country  writes  a  fancy  letter  to  a  Minilter  of  State, 
there  is  nothing  prodigious  in  the  cafe :  but  if  he 
does  this  in  defiance  of  all  decency,  and  puts  his 
name  to  it,  as  Dr.  Prieftley  -did,  he  glories  in  his 
fhame ;  which  a  man  feldom  does  till  he  is  paft  the 
feeling  of  it.  Tell  him  his  creed  gives  him  a  near 
alliance  to  the  Turks ;  he  is  not  abafhed  at  it,  but 
conliders  it  rather  as  a  favourable  circumftance ; 
telling  us  how  the  Turks  are  in  a  fair  way  to  become 
ChrilHans  becaule  they  are  Unitarians.  ''  You  are 
miftaken,"  fays  he,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Parkhurfl, 
*'  if  you  think  that  I  am  afhamed  to  own  my  agree- 
ment with  the  Mahometans,  or  any  other  of  the 
human  race,  in  the  do6lrine  of  the  divine  unity,  and 
to  worlhip  together  with  them  the  one  God  and  Father 
of  all,  the  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth."  (Letters, 
p.  185.)  Whether  it  be  the  Reverend  Mr.  Parkhurft 
then,  or  any  other  worthy  gentleman  who  fliall  luf- 
pe6l  that  the  Dodor  is  weak  enough  to  be  alhamed, 
he  has  reafon,  from  the  Doctor's  own  authority,  to  rc- 
tra<5l  his  fufpicions. 

Saturday, 
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Saturday,   12'^  August. 

Monroe's  ConduB  at  Paris. — From  the  New-York 
Gazette. — Mr.  Printter,  AW  good  patriots  fhould  fe- 
licitate Citizen  Monroe  on  his  fafe  arrival  in  America, 
after  efcaping  the  dangers  to  which  he  was  expofed 
in  France,  from  having  been  an  advocate  for  the 
fyltem  of  terror,  and  an  admirer  of  its  ficnd-hke 
agents.  Every  perfon  who  is  at  all  acquainted  with 
the  fentiments  of  the  people  of  France  refpecling  the 
bloody  reign  of  Robefpierre,  muft  know  that  they 
think  their  national  chara61er  tarnifhed  by  the  un- 
heard-of cruelties,  butcheries,  and  robberies,  which 
marked  that  detefcable  epoch  of  their  revolution.  It 
is  well  known  that,  though  Robefpierre  had  fallen, 
Hill  Robefpierrianifm  was  in  the  zenith  of  its  power 
— that  all  France  was  weltering  in  the  blood  of  her 
niofl  virtuous  citizens  ;  that  women,  children,  and 
old  men,  were  the  indifcriminate  victims  of  the  can- 
nibals tyrannizing  at  that  time  over  their  devoted 
country  ;  when  Citizen  Monroe  made  his  relpecfful 
appearance  before  the  monfters,  whom  he  addrefTed 
in  language  of  the  moll;  fulfome  adulation  :  and  as  a 
further  proof  of  his  afFe(51ionate  admiration  of  their 
conduct,  his  abje<5l,  fanguinary  difpofition  led  him 
ofiicioufly  to  make  ufe  of  his  virtuous  fellozv -patriot 
Barney  to  unite  the  flags  of  America  and  France, 
at  a  time  when  it  was  the  evident  interefi:  and  wifh 
of  the  people  and  government  of  this  country  to 
preferve  the  firicleft,  neutrality.  It  is  certain  that  the 
notoriety  of  fuch  a  criminal  act,  and  the  public  re- 
joicings of  many  of  our  patriots  on  the  fucceffes  of 
France,  confpired  to  caufe  many  more  condemn- 
ations -of  American  vcfTels  on  the  part  of  theBritith, 
than  would  otherwife  have  taken  place.  The  treaty 
wastheconfequence  of  fuch  fpoliations,  which  treaty 
is  alfo  the  ojienfihle  caufe  of  French  depredations. 
So  tliat  Citizen  Monroe  may  be  confidered  as  the 
4  principal 
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principal  inflrument  of  all  the  lofTes  and  Injuries 
which  have  befallen  this  intuited  country,  as  well 
on  the  part  of  the  Brhifh,  as  the  French*.  I  afk 
Citizen  Monroe  whether  he  has  felt  that  honefl:,  pa- 
triotic indignation  ascainfl  his  countrymen,  who  are 
privateering  out  of  France,  as  to  have  caufed  him  to 
denounce  them  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
as  degrading  our  national  charafter  by  fuch  abomi- 
nable condudl  ?  No  ;  I  believe  Citizen  Monroe 
would  rather  give  them  an  invitation  to  dine  with 
him,  as  a  tacit  approval  of  their  condu61,  and  that 
oiir  Executive  is  indebted  to  our  worthy,  honefl,  and 
virtuous  fellow-citizen  Mr.  Finckne}',  for  the  names 
of  feveral  who  v/ere  eng^acfed  in  this  vile  bulinefs. 
It  is  a  well-known  fa61  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  on 
terms  of  the  fi:ri(5lefl:  intimacy  with  many  noted  pri- 
vateerfmen ;  and  may,  perhaps,  like  our  infamous 

C 1  at  Bourdeaux,  have  advifed  fomc  of  thofe 

'worthies  to  fit  out  vefTels  as  privateers-}-.  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's houfe  in  Paris  v;-as  the  rendezvous  for  almoft  the 
whole  piratical  gang,  and  the  bitter  enemies  of  the 
adminiftration  of  our  Government,  French  as  well 
as  Americans,  where  they  indulged  in  the  mofl:  vi- 
rulent invedives  againfl  fome  of  the  mofl  virtuous 
men  among  us,  which  often  took  place  before  many 
members  of  the  French  Government ;  one  of  whom, 
Mr.  Charles  Delacroix,  on  the  4th  July,  1794-  had 
the  effrontery,  even  before  Meffrs.  Monroe  and 
S — h,  to  give  as  a  toafi:,  "  The  virtuous  Minority  in 
Congrefs,  who  rejected  the  Britifh  treaty;"  and  on 

.;::; . — . — , ,.-  ,  . . . . -  .  ■..—   ... ,      —  —  — . — —  --  '     ■■.-—■■.■■     . .   ■  ^. 

*  Nay,  Mr.  Honestus,  this  is  not  quite  \o  ;  for  though  Mon- 
roe's uniting  the  flag  of  America  to  that  of  France,  was  not  or- 
JereJ  by  his  Government,  the  aft  was  cen^\n\y  fan^io/icd  by  that 
Government,  in  its  public  and  pompous  reception  of  a  French  &.a.g^ 
as  a  return  for  the  compliment. 

t  In  the  fummer  of  '96  Mr.  Fenvvick  advifed  an  American 
gentleman  from  Philadelphia  to  fit  out  a  fchooner  as  a  privateer 
from  France. 

the 
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the  fame  day,  before  the  above-mentioned  gentle- 
men, the  French  Dirertorv,  and  many  other  Jacobin 
members  of  the  French  Government,  our  late  worthy 
Prefident  was  defignedly  left  out  among  the  fet  toat^s  ; 
upon  feeing  which,  an  American  gentleman  prefent 
begged  leave  of  Mr.  S — h,  who  prelided,  to  b,e  per- 
mitted to  give  a  volunteer  toaft,  which  was  "  George 
Watbington,  Prefident  of  the  United  States  ;•'  upon 
whicli,  a  hilling  began  among  fome  patnotic  Ame- 
ricans concerned  in  privateering  agamtl  their  defence- 
lets  countrymen  !  Why  did  Mr.  Monroe  lower  the 
dignity  of  a  great  and  free  people,  by  permitting  a 
paper  approving  of  his  condu6l  in  France  (drawn 
up  firfl  by  Tom  Paine,  but  afterwards  altered),  to  be 
carried  through  the  ftreets  of  Paris  la  ft  winter,  to 
get  figned  by  Americans,  many  of  whom  had  the 
Y^eaknefs  and  wiekcdncfs  to  do  it  ?  but  as  many  as 
were  not  runaway  debtors,  nor  pirates,  abfolutely 
refufed  ligning  it.  Mr.  Monroe,  I  am  of  opinion, 
will  find  a  great  many  names  among  the  ligners, 
who  have  been  denounced  by  his  more  virtuous  fue- 
cefTor,  Mr.  Pinckney,  as  a  difgrace  to  the  American 
chara6ter. 

After  all  this,  Mr.  Monroe  has  lately  bad  the  ef- 
frontery  to  demand  the  reafons  of  his  recall.  Such 
perfons  as  are  not  difpofcd  to  condemn  him  on  the 
fbre2:oin£!:  charges,  I  will  refer  to  Barras's  anfwer  to 
him  on  prelenting  his  letters  of  recall,  to  fee  whether 
Barras  dues  not  think  Mr.  Monroe  more  attached  to 
the  intcrefts  of  France  than  tbofe  of  America;  when 
he  tells  him,  "  he  is  forry  that  he  is  going  away ;  he 
parts  with  their  regret ;  his  recall  offers  a  ftrange 
lpe(5^acleto  Europe  ;  he  alone  knew  the  true  interefts 
of  his  country."  How  different  this  from  the  treat- 
ment of  Mr,  Pinckney,  who  was  infulted,  abulcd, 
watched  as  a  confpirator  !  What  does  all  this  imply, 
but  that  Mr.  Monroe  did  not  make  the  proper  repre- 
icntations  to  p-ci:snty  but  tacitly  or  fccretly  jnjlijicd 

the 
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the  depredations  committed  on  our  commerce  by  our 
dearly  beloved  allies  ?  which  they  knew  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney  would  remonftratc  againft  ;  to  prevent  which 
they  turned  him  out  of  the  Republic,  while  the  Dl- 
re6tory  could  not  part  with  their  man  Monroe,  without 
the  greateft  regret,  and  giving  vent  to  their  chagrin, 
by  vilifying  our  Government  for  recalling  him. 

HONESTUS. 


To  Mr,  Andrevo  Brown,  PuhViJher  of  the  Philadelphia 

Gazette. 

Sir, 

When  a  child  has  foiled  Its  garments,  or  fpilled 
its  mefs,  the  good  mother,  previous  to  chaftifiiment, 
never  fails  to  exclaim,  *'  There  now  !  fee  what  you 
have  done !"  In  obfervance  of  this  ancient  and  ex- 
cellent cuftom,  it  is  that  I  now  call  on  you  to  con- 
template your  laft  Tuefday's  mifchief. 

*'  Original  communications  from  Civis,  upon  anv 
'^  fubjed,  will  be  carefully  attended  to.  If,  with 
*'  the  extenfive  circulation  of  our  paper,  we  cannot 
**  £omma?id  a  preference  in  fome  inftances,  we  con- 
*'  ceive  ourfelves  juflifiable  in  refcrving  at  leafl  the 
**  right  oi feledion.  We  have  already  refuted  to 
'^  publifh  a  number  of  political  fpeculations  from  a 
*'  certain  fink  of  fcurrility  and  niifreprefentation,  and 
''  we  fhall  in  future  pay  no  attention  to  requefts  of 
**  this  nature.  When  the  literary  v/orld  fhall  become 
**  fo  polluted  as  to  blafi:  every  germ  of  truth  and-vir^ 
*'  tiie,  we  fhall  then  ranfack  the  volumes  of  Billingf- 
*'  gate  for  amufement  and  inftrudlion;  but  Civis 
*'  may  reft  affured,  that  the  fource  to  which  he  has 
*'  referred  us  will  be  our  laft  refort." 

There  now  1  fee  what  you  have  done  !  It  is  not 
worth  my  while  to  ftop  to  prove  that  GrSis  did  not 
refer  you  to  my  Gazette.  That  the  infinuations  con- 
tained in  the  paragraph   were  intended  for  me,  is 

YOL.  VI.  E  fi  certain. 
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certain,  from  your  having  afked  a  perfon,  how  he 
liked  your  '■'  firji  hroadjide  at  Peter  Porcupine,"  and 
therefore  without  further  ceremony,  I  fliall  proceed 
to  addrefs  to  you  fuch  remarks  on  this  your  "  firft 
broadfide,"  as  to  me  leem  juft  and  proper. 

To  turn  critic  on  the  labours  of  your  pen,  is  what 
I  fhall  never  think  of,  while  I  can  find  more  intereft- 
ing  matter  wrapped  round  Daffy's  elixir  and  Ander- 
fon's  pills  ;  but  I  cannot  help  obferving  that  your 
paragraph,  which  it  appears  was  your  coup  d'ejjcj'iy 
combines  all  the  requifites  in  a  produ61ion  of  its  kind. 
It  abounds  in  puff,  in  cant,  and  nonfenle  ;  but  above 
all,  it  poffeiles,  in  an  eminent  degree,  that  mofl: 
neceflary  of  all  qualities,  ambiguity.  A  newfmonger's  j 
paragraphs  fhould  always  be  like  the  ligns  of  the 
free-mafons  :  none  but  a  brother  lliould  be  able  to 
comprehend  their  meaning;  and,  if  your  progrefs  in 
the  occult  fcience  be  equal  to  your  beginning,  I  do 
not  hefitate  to  pronounce,  that,  at  no  very  difiant 
period,  you  will  be  the  grand-mafter  of  the  hack- 
neyed, trimming,  time-ferving  fraternity. 

After  having  faid  this  much  by  way  of  preface,  I 
come  to  the  f  ubjecl:  matter  of  your  paragraph.  You 
refufe  to  publilli  the  communication  of  Civis  upon 
two  grounds  ;  ifl,  Becaufe  the  exlenfive  circulation  of 
your  paper  giving  you  a  right  to  command  a preferencey 
you,  atleall,  inlifi  on  that  oi  feleStlon^  or,  more  cor- 
re(91y  fpeaking,  reje^ilon  ;  2d,  Becaufe  you  are  re- 
queficd  to  copy  from  my  paper,  which  you  are  pleafed 
to  call  a  "  certain  fink  of  fcurrility  and  mifreprefcnt- 
ation,"  and  wliich  you  are  refolved  not  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  for  inftrutlion  or  amufement,  /;//  tlie  lite- 
rary world  fhall  become  fo  polluted  as  to  hlaji  every 
germ  of  truth  mui  virtue.  This  is  precious  nonfenfe, 
to  be  fure ;  but  fuch  as  it  is,  we  muft  take  it,  and 
make  the  befl  of  it.  f 

Boafiing  of  the  cxtenfive  circulation  of  your  paper  Is 
HO  more  than  a  puff;  no  more  than  the  exercife  of 

,  a  right 
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a  right  which  has  defcended  to  you  from  your  modeji 
progenitor  ;  but  to  inlift  that  the  circumllance  of 
your  paper  having  an  extenfive  circulation  ;  to  infift 
that  this  circumllance  alone  authorizes  you  to  de ' 
rnand  a  preference',  to  rcjecl, whatever  is  not  Tent  to 
your  paper  firll,  or  whatever  does  not  exactly  fquare 
with  your  opinions,  is  a  trait  of  prefumption,  of 
rudenefs,  and  of  infolence,  that  I  fhould  hardly  have 
expedted,  even  from  a  beggar  on  horfeback.  Many 
llrange  fcenes  flrike  the  eye  in  this  topfy-turvy  age  ; 
but  I  do  not  recolle6l  having  beheld  one  fo  completely 
unnatural,  lb  offentive  to  reaibn  and  decency,  as  you 
fitting  in  judgment  over  the  writings  of  Civls.  Ma- 
rat condemning  his  Sovereign  to  death,  has,  it  is 
true,  fomething  more  fhocking  in  it ;  but  the  differ- 
ence between  this  irifanxous  wretch  and  the  defcend- 
ant  of  Henry  IV.  was  not  half  fo  great  as  the  differ- 
ence between  your  underftanding  and  that  of  Ctv'is. 
Not  fix  months  ago,  when  your  talents  were  put  out 
to  hire  by  the  week,  and  confequently  employed  to 
the  befl  advantage,  they  were  found  to  confift,  not 
in  criticifmg  on  the  matter  for  a  Gazette,  or  even  in 
ranging  the  bits  of  lead,  but  in  a.  judicious  and  learned 
application  of  the  lamp-black  and  oil.  In  fhort,  a 
very  few  months  have  (een  you  transformed  from  a 
printer's  devil  to  a  critic,  a  judge  in  literature,  morals, 
and  politics ;  and  all  this  in  virtue  of  what  ? — The 
extenfive  circidation  of  your  paper  I 

Which  paper  has  mofl  fubfcribers,  or  which  has 
leaft,  is  what  certainly  ought  never  to  become  a  fub- 
je6l  of  public  difpute  between  the  proprietors  ;  but  as 
afuperiority  of  numbers  is  the  bafis  of  your  exorbit- 
ant pretenhons,  your  impudence  in  boafling  of  that 
fuperiority  deferves  to  be  expoled. 

When  the  Philadelphia  Gazette  fell  into  your 
hands,  it  had  upwards  of  nineteen  hundred  fubtcri- 
bers ;  this  nineteen  is  now  reduced  to  about  fifteen 
hundred.     Porcupine's  Gazette,  though  you  flyle  it  a 
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link  of  fcurrility  and  mifrepreicntation,  has  at  this 
time  between ^i;^  and  tiventy  andy?:f  and  tiventy  hun-^ 
dred:  fo  that  until  you,  or  fome  of  your  fans  cu- 
lotte  friends  can  introduce  and  cftablifli  a  retroirrade 
arithmetic,  by  which  ^/^m  will  become  greater  than 
jive  and  liven ly,  you  will  have  the  complaifance,  good 
Mr.  Devil,  to  lay.  alide  your  pretentions  to  ^''  com- 
mand a  preference''  in  virtue  of  "  the  extenfive  clrcida- 
t'lon  of  your  paper  ^ 

We  now  come  to  your  fecond  objei^Ion  to  publifh- 
ing  the  communication  of  C'lv'is :  viz.  becaufe  you 
were  (as  you  thought)  referred  to  my  Gazette,  from 
■which  it  would  be  a  diflionour  for  you  to  copy. 

This  naturally  leads  me  to  inquire  into  the  origin 
and  progrefs  of  our  two  papers.  TbepufFs  and  tricks 
that  wcv'-e  played  off  to  impofc  the  paper,  v.'hich  is 
•nov/  yours,  on  the  public,  are  frefh  in  the  memory  of 
almoil  every  inhabitant  of  the  city  ;  and  it  at  lafi:  got 
into  circulation  by  mere  accident,  by  the  means  of  a 
dreadful  public  calamity.  It  owed  its  faccefs  to  what 
has  filled  the  city  with  orphans  and  widows.  The 
defperate  circumftances  of  the  proprietor  made  him 
look  upon  bread  as  more  valuable  than  life ;  he 
therefore  remained  and  fattened  upon  tlie  contagion. 
His  virtue,  wiiateveryou  may  have  to  boall  of,  was 
no  more  than  that  of  a  vulture.  Did  my  pa23cr  owe 
its  eftablilhment  to  any  fuch  caufes  ?  Did  any  one 
ever  fee  me,  or  anyone  for  me,  begging  fubfcriptions 
from  door  to  door  ?  No ;  fo  far  from  fuch  mean  men- 
dicant manoeuvres,  I  never  ailzed,  even  in  my  own 
iliop,  for  a  lubfcription  to  my  paper:  as  to  prof  ting 
from  the  misfortunes  of  others^  fo  refolved  was  I  to 
avoid  an  imputation  of  this  kind,  that  when  the  aw- 
ful event  took  place,  which  called  you  from  the  hell 
of  ink  to  the  Throne  of  criticifm,  I  abtblutely  refufeJ 
(thougli  importuned  to  do  it)  to  avail  myfelf  of  the 
advantage  which  it  offered,  by  anticipating  the  time 
which  I  had  fixed  on  for  commencing.     I  left  tins 
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opportunity  to  be  embraced  by  youv  gefieroiis  friends 
and  countrymen,  the  O' Careys. 

Both  our  papers  were  eilabUfhed  by  men  formerly 
in  the  BritilTi  fervice  ;  but  one  quitted  that  fervice  by 
defertion,  and  the  other  with  an  honourable  dil- 
charge.  This  very  wide  difference  at  once  accounts 
for  the  difference  in  the  politics  of  our  papers,  as  far 
as  relates  to  our  native  country  and  its  Government. 
Every  thing  rancorous  and  falfe  was  to  be  expected 
from  a  man  who  had  dilcharged  in  the  face  of  his 
comrades  the  ammunition  he  had  received  to  fire  at 
the  enemy;  while  from  one  who  had  never  injured 
his  country,  who  was  left  to  the  guidance  of  nature 
and  gratitude,  an  attachment  to  it,  joy  at  its  prolpe- 
rity,and  Ibrrow  at  its  misfortunes,  were  as  naturally  to 
be  looked  for.  And,  whatever  may  be  your  opi- 
nion, and  however  loudly  certain  runaways  may 
hoaj^  of  tlie'ir  treachery,  be  alTured  that  every  man 
whofe  efleem  is  worth  having,  will  beftovv  it  on 
him  whofe  conduct  bears  the  marks  of  fidelity. 

With  refped  to  the  manner  in  which  your  paper 
has  been  conducted  as  afiedling  the  politics  of  this 
country,  it  exhibits  as  perfe6f  a  picture  of  a  trimmer 
as  ever  prefented  itfelf  to  the  eye.  It  crawled  into 
notice  as  the  champion  of  the  Federal  Government, 
and  accordingly  took  the  title  of  ''  The  Federal 
Gazette;"  but  the  moment  that  Government  be- 
gan to  be  attacked  by  the  French  faction,  and  that 
facliori  became  numerous,  it  threw  off  this  title  for 
the  equivocal  one  it  at  prefent  bears  ;  and  this  mate- 
rial change  had  no  better  apology  than  that  the  fe- 
deral Government  no  longer  Jiood  in  need  of  its  fnp-r 
fort ! 

Neither  this  reproach,  nor  that  merited  by  the  mil- 
lions of  injurious  falfehoods  it  gave  circulation  to 
during  the  years  1793,  4,  5,  and  6,  would  apply  to 
you,  had  you  not  trod  in  the  path  of  your  predecef- 
ibr  ;  but  this  you  have  conliantly  done  :  there  is  not 
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a  trick,  an  infiance  of  underhand  partiality  for  which 
he  was  fo  famous,  that  you  have  not  imitated  as  far 
as  the  change  in  the  public  opinion  would  permit 
you  to  go.  Openly  to  throw  off  the  malk,  and 
efpoufe  the  caute  that  you  or  your  prompters  have  at 
heart,  you  dare  not.  Detection  has  purfued  the 
whole  clan  of  time-ferving  editors  :  you  have  re- 
]u61:antly  retreated  to  your  den  o'i  Jhamhnparl'iaTity, 
from  whence,  like  the  peep-o'-day  boys  in  Ireland, 
you  now  and  then  tally  on  yoiH-unfulpe6ting  prey. 

One  thing  before  1  difmifs  you  I  beg  you  to  re- 
member, and  that  is,  that  an  afFe61ed  look,  a  filk- 
coat,  and  a  powdered  head,  do  not  make  a  gentle^ 
vian ;  and  that  he  whofe  drefs  and  manners  proclaim 
the  variation  in  his  circumftances,  is  iit  for  nothing 
but  a  fycophant  or  a  ferving-man. 
I  am,  &c.  &c. 

Wm.  Cobbett. 


/  Monday,  14'^  August. 

Venice. — In  every  country  where  the  Carmagnoles 
have  carried  their  arms,  they  feem  to  have  ftudied 
how  they  could  mofl  infult  and  difhonour  human 
nature.  After  a  whole  people  has  been  plundered 
and  deg~;'aded  from  their  former  rank  anxong  the  na- 
tions, end  their  government  has  been  annihilated 
root  grid  branch,  their  atrocious  enemy  has  forced 
the  mifcrable  victims  to  declare,  that  the  revolution 
was  their  own  a6t,  or  done  with  their  concurrence. 
After  nobility  has  been  funk  to  a  level  with  the  vilefl 
canaille,  and  the  wealthy  have  been  plundered  of 
tlieir  lafl  dollar,  they  have  not  been  permitted  even 
to  fufFer  in  iilence,  but  have  been  obliged  to  difown 
their  wrongs,  and  to  publilh  ibme  falfehood  in 
praife  of  their  deftroyers. 

Of  this  fpccies  of  debafcmcnt  and  impoflure  there 
has  been  a  iignal  inftance  in  the  late  diffolution  of 

the 
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the  republic  of  Venice^  Two  Venetian  traitors,  iV/- 
chola  Cornela  and  Salvator  Marconi^  the  one  a  French- 
made  Prelident,  and  the  other  a  Secretary  of  the 
fame  ftamp,  have  had  the  impudence  to  publifh  a 
manifefto,  that  evidently  was  didlated  if  not  written 
by  Bonaparte  or  one  of  his  Secretaries ;  in  which 
they  declare  that  the  motive  of  their  enemy  in 
dlforgajuz'mg^  robbing,  and  partitioning  their  country 
was  not  for  the  fake  of  conquelt  or  plunder,  but 
merely  "  to  increafe  the  p&wer  and  profperity  of  the  Ve- 
netian peopled  Was  there  ever  a  greater  infult  to 
common  fenfe  ?  Would  any  man  write  in  this  man- 
ner, who  had  not  been  previoufly  jacobinized  out  of 
every  particle  of  love  of  country  ?  No  ; — it  is  the 
ilyle  of  a  traitor,  who  was  paid  for  what  he  pub- 
lifhed,  and  who  would  publifh  any  thing  he  was 
commanded. 

But  thefe  proftitute  Venetians  have  gone  ftill  far- 
ther to  infult  their  degraded  country,  and  the  com- 
mon fenfe  of  mankind.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
Venetian  nobility  were  the  proudeft  of  all  people  of 
their  titles  and  privileges  ;  but  thefe  impoftors  have 
told  the  world,  "  That  it  was  the  Jinc-ere  and  lajl  wijh 
of  the  Patricians  of  Venice  to  make  a  voluntary  offer 
of  all  their  ancient  titles  on  the  altar  of  liberty,  in 
order  to  enjoy  the  bleffings  of  a  reprefentative  go- 
vernment, and  to  atrume  the  more  facred  name  of 
citizens."  Of  citizen  ! — of  a  name  which  the  French 
have  rendered  fynonymous  with  robber  and  affaffin, 
and  which  ought  to  be  expunged  from  the  vocabula- 
ries of  all  civilized  nations.  Will  any  man  believe 
that  the  defendants  of  thofe  heroes  who  had  been 
the  fcourge  of  Turkey  and  the  bulwark  of  Europe 
for  two  centuries,  who  had  oppofed  the  united  force 
of  Auftria,  the  Pope,  and  France,  in  arms,  would  be 
willing  to  exchange  their  ancient  honours,  grown 
venerable  by  the  hoar  of  time,  for  a  term  the  moft 
exprefTive  of  infamy,  that  modern  language  contains  ! 

E  E  4  No ! 
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No  ! — Hard  neceffily  might  oblige  them  tofubmit  to 
he  Gripped  of  their  power,  and  pillaged  of  their  mo- 
ney and  jewels  ;  but  nothing  I  am  fure,  no,  not  even 
Robcfpierrc  and  the  guillotine,  would  ever  force  ther 
Patricians  of  Venice  to  aiTume  the  ditgraceful  appel- 
lation. Yet  thcfe  Frenchmen  have  come  forward 
with  this  barefaced  forgery,  and  attempt  to  palm  it 
on  the  world  as  an  act  of  the  Grand  Council  and 
nobility  of  Venice.  Not  content  with  plunging  them 
from  the  pinnacle  of  opulence  and  grandeur  into  an 
ab)  fs  of  wrctchednefs,  by  this  inftrument  they  have 
made  them  proclaim  their  own  humiliation,  and^ftill 
worle,  to  aggravate  it  with  the  guilt  of  a  lie. 

Dt'Jiru6fion  of  the  Ir'ijh  Prefs  called  the  Northern 
Star, — The  following  account  of  the  deftrudtion  of 
this  infamous  prefs  is  taken  from  a  Belfaft  paper 
brought  by  the  laft  arrival  at  New- York. 

"  Belfaji,  indMay^  ^191' 

"  GOD   SAVE  THE  KING. 

"  Without  making  any  apology  for  the  prefent  ap- 
pearance of  our  paper,  we  Itate  impartially  to  our 
numerous  readers  the  particulars  ot  the  moft  daring 
*'  and  flagrant  outrage,  burglary,  and  felony,  that 
*'  has  been  committed  here  within  the  memory  of 
*'  the  oldeft  citizens. 

"  On  Thurfday  evening  lafl,  an  advertifement 
was  given  in  for  pubhcation  to  one  of  our  boys,  by 
forae  krgeants  of  the  Aionaghan  militia,  who  de- 
lired  the  expcnfes  to  be  charged  to  Colonel 
"   Leflic. 

*'  On  examination  it  was  found  to  contain  in 
*'  words  printed  in  fmall  capitals,  a  grofs  calumny  and 
*'  libel  on  the  toirn  of  Belfojt — a  place,  we  are  proud 
*'  to  fay,  the  moit  orderly  and  peaceable  ol'  any  other 
*'  of  its  dimentions  in  the  kingdom,  which  our  ma- 
"  gill  rates  can  amply  teltify,  and  where  the  laws 

*'  have- 
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"^^  have  hitherto  been  executed  with  cafe  and  fafety 

by  the  civil  powers. 

*'  One  of  the  fergeants  was   waitea  on,   and  told 

that  the  advertiieinciit  would  be  willingly  inferted, 
«'  if  the  obje.'iiionable  words  could  be  left  out.  The 

fergeant  replied,  that  he  could  not  fay  whether 

they  would  or  would  not  be  taken  out,  but  fup- 

pofed  they  would  not. 

**  There  the  matter  refted  till  the  evening  of  Fri- 
*'  day,  when  the  Star  was  publifhed  without  the  ad- 
*'  vertifement,  upon  which  a  party  of  the  fergeants 
^^  and  corporals  came  to  the  office,  and,  with  dread- 
**  ful  imprecations,  threatened  every  perfon  belong- 
'•^  ingto  the  place,  and  fvvore  they  would  pull  down 
'*  or  burn  the  office,  if  their  advertifement  fhould 
*^  not  be  in  the  next  publication  ;  in  confequence  of 
*'  which,  on  Sunday,  about  12  o'clock,  it  was 
*'  thought  necelfary  to  apply  to  the  civil  power,  and 
"  accordingly  a  magiftrate  was  waited  on,  who  ad- 
*'  vifed  application  to  the  fovereign  ;  he  was  imme- 
*'  diateiy  Ibught  for,  but  could  not  be  found  :  in 
*'  the  interim,  a  party  of  the  above  militia,  mofily 
"  recruits,  lately  arrived  at  the  regiment,  headed  by 
**  fome  fergeants,  in  all  about  fifty,  rufhed  into  the 
'*  ofhce,  and  being  armed  with  hatchets,  bars  of 
**  iron,  bludgeons,  fwords,  bayonets,  Sec.  they  pro- 
"  ceeded  to  dettroy  every  thing  that  lay  in  their 
**  way ;  they  demolifhed  the  windows,  fcattered 
"  about  flamped  paper,  and  threw  it  into  the  ftreets, 
"  cut  down  the  counters,  broke  open  the  dcfks,  took 
**  and  deftroycd  about  tog/,  of  cafh,  in  gold  and 
"  bank  notes,  cut  up  and  tore  the  books  of  the  ac- 
'^  counts,  beat  and  abufcd  the  men  and  boys  in  the 
"  office,  before  Colonel  Leflie,  who  had  been  ap- 
*'  plied  to,  could  flop  them  !  !  ! — Where  were  the 
**  laws  and  the  magiftrates  ?  We  could  get  the  aid 
"  of  none  of  them!" 

Remarks, 


-    ■  I 
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R-marh. — Thus,  at  Belfafi,  as  at  Birmingham 
and  at  Paris,  has  the  holy  right  of  infnrre6lion  re- 
coiled on  its  inventors  and  tupportcrs.  What  can  be 
more  ridiculous  than  to  hear  the  editor  of  that  abo- 
minable paper,  whole  folc  occupation  for  years  has 
been  to  vilify  his  Sovereign,  and  all  thofe  who  a6l  in 
authority  under  him  ;  who  has  exhaufted  every  re- 
fource  of  art  and  impudence  to  ftir  up  the  ignorant 
to  mob  and  to  rebel :  v^'hat  can  be  more  ridiculous 
than  to  hear  this  atrocious  villain,  when  his  princi- 
ples begin  to  operate  againft  himfelf,  crying,  "  God 
jai'e  the  Kmg,^'  and  calling  on  the  magijirates  for  fro- 
ie^ion  f 

"  Where,"  exclaims  the  baffled  infurgent, "  where 
«  were  the  laws  and  the  magiftrates  ?  IVe  could  get 
"  the  aid  of  none  of  them  !" — No  :  you  have  long 
traduced,  blafphemcd,  and  endeavoured  to  deftroy, 
thofe  laws  and  thofe  magiftrates.  You  fcorned  and 
fct  them  at  defiance ;  and  now  they  laugh  at  you 
when  your  fear  cometh.  *'  He  who  lives  by  the 
*«  fword  Iball  perifh  by  the  fword  ;"  and  it  is  full  as 
juft,  that  he  who  lives  by  infurredion  fhould  perifh 
byinfiirredtion. 

'  How  often  has  this  evil  Star,  which,  in  place  of 
liofht,  dropped  darknefs  and  pcftilence ;  how  often  :| 

has  it  told  the  mob,  that  they  are  the  fovereign,that 
all  power  belongs  to  them,  that  the  foil,  and  the  .;(^ 

houfes,  and  the  trees,  and  the  plants,  and  the  herb- 
age are  theirs,  and  that  they  have  a  right  to  fet  up 
and  pull  down  at  their  pleafure  ?   And  does  the  de-  £ 

masogue  editor  now,   bccaufe   it   has  pleafed   the  " 

many-headed  fovereign  to  pull  him  down  ;  does  he 
Dow'dare  to  queftion  this  right  ?  Has  he  now  the  im- 
pudence to  teafe  him  v/ith  his  ivhys  and  his  where- 
fores ;  and,  above  all,  can  he  be  fo  completely  dc-  |j 
void  of  fpirit  and  of  Ihame,  as  to  appeal  from  the 
decifion  of  this  wi/Jand  *'  onh  legitimate  foverelpi"" 

to 
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io  the  laws  and  magiftrates  of  '^  tyranny  and  ufurpa- 

tion  r 

Let  not  the  advocates  of  fedition  pretend  that,  be- 
caufe  the  deftroying  mob  was  compofed  of  foIJiers, 
it  was  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  portion  of  the  fo- 
vereign  people.  Such  a  plea  is  inadmiflible  from 
the  editor  of  the  Northern  Star,  who  has  a  thonfand 
times  called  upon  the  foldiery  to  forget  their  engage- 
ments to  the  King ;  to  recolletl  they  were  ftill  Irifh- 
men,  the  friends  and  the  brothers  of  thofe  who  were 
united  in  the  blefled  work  of  reform :  that  their  rights 
were  the  fame,  and  that  thofe  "  rights  were  not  to  he 
*'  alienated  hy  an  oath,  irapofed  on  them  by  kidnap- 
"  pers  and  trading  juftices."  How,  then,  does  he 
now  find  the  impudence  to  make  a  diftindtion  be- 
tween the  military  and  the  reft  of  the  people  ? 

I  hate,  moft  fincerely  I  hate  a  mob,  whatever  be 
its  object :  its  fhout  is  as  difagreeable  to  my  ears,  as 
the  howl  of  famillied  wolves  to  thofe  of  the  benight- 
ed traveller :  but,  if  mobs  muft  be,  and  they  muft 
commit  violence,  it  is  certainly  to  be  wifhed  that 
that  violence  may  ever,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
fall  on  the  head  of  thofe,  whofe  turbulent  and  difor- 
ganizing  publications  give  rife  to  fuch  disgraceful  af- 
femblages  *. 

RemarhahJe 


*  Such  were  my  refleftions  at  the  time  when  the  complaint  of 
the  editor  of  iheNorthem  Star  firfl.  reached  America.  I  admitted  the 
corrednefs  of  his  Ilatement,  becaufe  I  was  in  pofleflion  of  no  fafts 
to  invalidate  it,  and  attributed  the  deftruftion  of  his  prefs  folely  to 
the  natural  operation  of  thofe  principles  and  precepts  which  it  has 
promulgated.  But,  fince  that  time,  a  faithful  relation  of  the  whole 
affair  has  fallen  into  my  hands,  which  very  interefting  relation  I 
ihall  now  give,  in  the  words  of  that  fpirited  writer,  Do5lor 
Duigenan,    See  An  fiver  to  Grattan,  page  91. 

"  Another  of  your  grievances,  is,  the  fufprcffion  of  a  free  prefs^ 
"  ly  military  force.  Here  you  pratftife  your  ufual  malice  and  de- 
"  celt :  you  do  not  expreflly  allege,  that  fuchfupprelfion  of  a  tree 
♦♦  prefs,  by  military  force,  wa  by  order  of  the  Government ;  yet 

*'  you 
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Remarkable  Prophecy ,  hy  Noah  IVehJler^  jun.  Efq. — - 
All  the  inealures  taken  in  Italy  to  check  the  progrefs 

of 

**  you  evidently  infinuate  it,  and  wifli  it  fliould  be  fo  underftood  ; 
*'  tor  you  inlert  it  in.  the  lift  of  grievances,  which  you  impute  to 
*'  Government ;  thus  indiiedly  charging  Government  with  in- 
*'  vading  the  liberty  of  the  prefi.  The  tranfa£lion  to  which  you 
*'  allude  is,  the  dcftruftion  of  a  prefs  and  types  of  a  printing- 
*'  houfc  in  BeUaft,  in  which  was  printed  the  Northern  Sta?;  the 
*'  moll  flagitious  paper  that  ever  was  publiflied  in  any  civilized 
*'  andCbriJIian  country^  to  ufe  your  own  words,  or  in  any  country 
*'  whatioever,  where  any  form  of  regular  government  was  pre- 
*'  ferved  :  the  circumftances  I  fliall  briefly  detail. 

"  it  was  difcovered,  that  feveral  private  men  in  the  militia  re» 
"  giment  of  the  county  of  Monaghan,  quartered  in  BeUafl,  a  town 
*'  notorious  for  difaffeftion  and  fedition,  had  been  induced  to  be- 
*'  come  members  of  the  infamous  fociety  of  United  Irilhmen,  and 
*'  had  taken  the  oath  adminiftered  to  all  the  members  uf  that  de- 
*'  teftdble  gang  of  traitors  ;  many  of  them  were  immediately  ar- 
*'  reded  and  tiicd  by  courts-martial,  four  of  tkcm  were  condemn- 
*'  ed  to  be  lliot,  and  others  of  thtm  to  various  fpecies  of  military 
*'  puniflniienr.  The  four  wretches  condemned  to  death,  when 
*'  kneeling  on  their  coffins,  prepared  for  the  fatal  bullets,  declar- 
*'  ed  in  themoft  lolemn  manner,  that  they  had  been  feduced  from 
*'  theii- allegiance,  and  into  the  meafures  that  had  brought  them  to 
*'  their  then  deplorable  fituation,  principally  by  reading  the  trea- 
*'  fonable  publications  in  the  Noribtrn  Star ;  and  earneftly  exhort- 
*'  ed  their  fellow-foldiers  never  to  read  that  flagitious  paper.  This 
*'  pathetic  dying  exhortation,  and  the  view  of  the  bleeding  car- 
"  cafes  of  thefe  unhappy  vidtims  to  treafon,  made  luch  an  impref- 
*♦  fion  on  the  private  foldiers  of  the  regiment,  that,  upon  their  re- 
*'  turn  to  their  quarters,  they  unanimouily  adopted  a  declaration 
"  of  their  iincere  repentance,  and  their  determinations  of  loyalty 
•'  for  the  future,  in  which  they,  with  great  juftice,  afcribed  the 
*'  feduftion  of  their  unfortunate  comrades,  and  many  ot  them- 
**  felves,  to  the  wicked  and  treafonable  artifices  of  the  inhabitants 
*'  of  Belfaft. 

"  This  declaration  one  of  the  fergeants  and  a  few  of  the  privates 
*'  carried  to  the  two  newfpapers  printed  in  that  town.  By  one  of 
*'  the  papeis  (the  Belfaft  News-Letter)  it  was  publiflied  :  by  the 
**  other  (the  Northern  Star)  it  was  lejefted  with  expreffions  of 
**  contempt  and  infuit,  though  the  poor  men  oft-'ered  to  pay  for  the 
*'  infertion  of  it,  at  any  rate  of  advertifing  that  the  printer  fliould 
"  demand.  This  conduft  in  the  printer  of  the  paper,  to  which 
*'  the  regiment  fojudly  attributed  the  misfortune  of  their  compa- 
*'  ulcus,  fo  incenfed  the  private  foidiurs,  that  fome  of  them  on 

»'  the 
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•oi  jacoMn'ifm,  or  rather  o^ repichlican'ijm,  will  have  but 
a  temporary  effed:.  Tlie  principles  which  the 
French  armies  have  fpread  in  Italy,  aided  by  30,000 
French  troops,  which  are  to  remain  there,  will,  in  a 
few  years,  revohitionize  all  that  country.  The  Pope 
'will  lofe  Vis  mitre,  and  the  King  of  Naples  his  throne. 
Amen  *. 

New-Yorh,  Auguji  i  2, 
Anno  Domini  1797. 


Tuesday,  15"'  August. 
To  Philip  Fatio,  Efii. 

Dearest  Don, 

Want  of  time  rather  than  want  of  inclination  has 
canted  a  chafm  in  our  correfpondcnce.  I  felt  fo 
much  pleafure  from  the  dear  little  billet-doux  that  I 

received 


"  the  follou-ing  night  flole  from  their  quarters,  broke  into  th© 
*'   printing-houfe,  nnd  demoliflied  the  prels  and  types. 

"  Now,  Sir,"  adds  the  author,  *' have  you  any  proof  what- 
"  ever,  or  any  reafon  for  forming  even  a  probable  conjefture, 
*'  that  the  above  violence  was  commanded,  or  even  countenanced 
*'  in  any  manner  by  the  Government  ?  If  fo,  what  are  your  proofs 
"  and  reafons  r^ — This  pretended  grievance,  hke  the  others,  is  the 
*'  creature  of  your  own  rnaUce,  &c.  &c.  Sic." 

So  much  for  tlie  'Northern  Star,  That  infamous  paper  is  now 
;no  more  ;  but  I  thought  it  right  to  infert  thus  much  reipecling  it, 
that  I  might  at  a  future  day  h:ive  the  pleafure  to  relieLf,  that  1  was 
amongft  thofe  who  fincerely  and  heartily  execrated  one  of  the  moft 
nefarious  publications  that  the  world  ever  faw. 

*  That  the  prediftions  of  this  malignant,  bitter,  black-hearted. 
Prefbyterian  may  prove  falfe  every  good  man  muft  wi(h.  What 
intereft  can  this  mifcreant  have  in  the  fall  of  the  Pope  and  of  the 
King  of  Naples  ?  The  wretch  pretends  to  deteft  the  French,  and 
to  defire  them  and  their  principles  to  be  kept  far  from  Anierica  ; 
why  then  does  the  contemptible,  the  vapid  foothfayer,  fendthem 
to  devaftate  other  countries  ? — N.B.  It  will  not  be  amifs  to  rcmem- 
^  ber, 
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received  from  you,  that  1  at  once  formed  the  grateful 
refolution  ot  plying  you  with  letters  as  long  as  it 
Hionld  pleafe  God  to  keep  you  above  ground  ;  but 
the  beti:  of  refolutions  are  liable  to  be  broken,  and  I 
am  fure  my  dear  Fatio  will  excufe  the  breaking  of 
mine,  becaufe  his  own  heart  mull  tell  him,  that  it 
could  not  be  ov»^ing  to  want  of  refpedl  or  alFec- 
tion. 

I  have,  my  dear  fellow,  jult  received  difpatches 
from  Quebec,  containing  part  of  the  trial  of  poor 
M'Lean,  whom  the  cruel  Canadians  have  put  to 
death.  They  put  a  rope  round  his  pretty  neck,  it 
feems,  on  the  26th  of  July,  and  fo  he  died  ;  but  pre- 
vious to  this  ceremony  he  was,  as  I  was  laying,  tried 
by  what  we  call  a  judge  and  jury,  and  from  this  trial 
I  fend  you  the  following  extract:,  as  I  am  certain  it 
mud  give  both  you  and  Don  Yrujo  a  great  deal  of 
pleafure. 

"  John  Black,  Efq. — Was  at  home  when  Frlchette 
*•  came  to  his  houle,  and  offered  fome  oak  timber  for 
*'  fale  ;  but  after  a  little  time  defired  to  fpeak  with 
*^  him  in  private.  When  alone,  Frichette,  after  fome 
"  introdu6lory  converfation,  afked  him  if  he  was  the 
*'  Mr.  Black  who  had  been  imprifoncd  by  Govern- 
*'  ment  in  1 794.  The  witnefs  faid  he  was.  Can  you  be 
*'  depended  upon  ?  faid  Frichette,  lignificantly.  The 
''  witnefs  anfwered  in  the  affirmative ;  upon  which 
"  Frichette  told  him  that  he  was  fent  by  a  French 
*'  General,  then  in  the  woods  near  Wolfs  Cove,  to 
*'  fay  that  he  wiflied  to  lee  him,  and  that  he  would 
"  condu61  the  witnefs  to  him  ;  the  witnefs  thought 
"  he  ought  to  go  to  difcover  who  this  French  Gene- 
**  ral  was,  and  what  were  his  plans,  and  accordingly 

"  confented; 


ber,  that  Noah  looks  upon  the  caiife  of  the  French  to  be  that  of 
rrpublkaniftn.  What  an  infernal  thing  muft  republicanifn:\  then 
be ! 
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confented  ;  he  was  condu6led  by  Fricbette  to  the 
wood  near  Wolf's  Cove,  wbere  be  found  the  pri- 
foner.  He  apologized  for  the  liberty  he  had  taken 
*'  in  fending  for  him,  and  after  obferving  that  the 
**  witnefs  had  probably  learnt  fomething  of  his 
**  views  from  Fricbette,  told  him,  ^  that  he  was  firry 
"  to  fie  a  great  people  groaning  wider  the  tyranny  of 
"  Englanciy  and  added,  ^  My  ohjeB  is  to  put  out  the 
"  Brit'ifii  Government  from  the  continent  of  America.* 
*'  The  witnefs  alked.  By  what  means  ?  Upon  which 
*^  the  prifoner  entered  fully  into  a  plan  of  exciting  the 
**  Canadians  to  take  arms  againfl  the  Government : 
'  *'  he  propofed  firft  to  engage  a  few  men  of  influ- 
"  ence,  and  by  their  means  to  provide  others,  that 
*'  thefe  fhould  be  joined  by  many  others,  already  en- 
^^  gaged  in  the  United  States  of  America,  who  would 
enter  the  province  previous  to  a  certain  day  to  be 
*  appointed,  under  various  pretences.  Apart  of  the 
arms  to  be  pikes  headed  with  iron,  of  eight  feet  in 
length.  He  thought,  he  faid,  that  the  garrifon  of 
"  Quebec  might  be  furprifed,  and  that  meafurcs 
*'  might  be  adopted  for  difirihuling  liquors  mixt  with 
**  laudanum^  Jo  the  troops  ;  he  faid  he  wiflied  not  to 
"  take  a  life,  if  poffible  to  avoid  it ;  *  But  at  the  fame 
"  time,'  faid  he,  '  for  the  fake  of  pofterity,  all  who 
"  refifi  mtifi fall'  The  prifoner  then  told  him,  that 
"  he  left  Mr.  Adet  on  the  feventh  of  April,  and  that 
"  he  was  going  to  France  immediately,  to  procure 
*'  the  number  of  French  troops  neceffary  to  coope- 
**  rate  in  the  intended  revolution — '  The  Spatii/h  Mi- 
*^  tiijier  at  Philadelphia  is  alfo  concerned  with  us*  faid 
**  the  prifoner, '  but  Adet  is  the  man  of  bulinefs ;  the 
*'  Spaniard  is  a  fop'^ 

Now,  my  dear  friend,  I  fhall  leave  you  and  "  the 

"  Knight  of  the  d'ylinguified  order"  to  chew  this  over. 

It  mufl  be  a  cud  as  Iweet  to  you  as  bloflbmed  clover 

to  a  half-liarved  cow.     '^^  Laudanum  to  the  troops! 
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All  who  "  refijl  Ttwjl  fall  r  Well  enough  Don  Carloi* 
might  turnup  his  nofe  at  Britijh  humanity, 

1  pray  God  to  preierve  you  till  I  get  the  remain- 
der of  the  trial,  and  am, 

Your  mofl  obedient  fervant, 

P.  Porcupine.) 


THE    END    OF    THE   SIXTH   VOLUME. 
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